
 
 

 
 

 
Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Geography 
(9GE0) in summer 2021- Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 

In response to the changes Ofqual have introduced to the A level in Geography, we 
have made some changes to the Pearson Edexcel A level in Geography qualification. 
These changes will only apply to the summer 2021 examination series. 

 
Here are some frequently asked questions that should help you understand what this 
means to you and your students. 

 
1. What are the changes to the qualification? 

The results of the Ofqual consultation stated that awarding bodies should: 

• Remove the requirement for a written statement that centres have given 
students the opportunity to undertake 4 days of fieldwork. 

• Review their guidance about their expectations relating to primary data for the 
non-exam assessment. 

 

2. What does that mean for the Pearson Edexcel A level in Geography? 

• The requirement for a written statement that centres have given students the 
opportunity to undertake 4 days of fieldwork with be removed. Teachers are no 
longer required to complete this form when they submit the NEA for moderation. 

 
• Students are still required to collect and interpret data for their independent 

investigation, but this data can be collected using virtual or remote fieldwork 
skills. 

 
3. Does this mean we shouldn’t do fieldwork with our students? 

• Teachers should try to provide students with the opportunity to engage in 
fieldwork where possible, whether that is ‘in the field’ and / or virtually, to 
prepare them for their independent investigation 

• This may include the local area (to your centre or the student’s home) and 
school grounds. 

• However, students will not be expected to conduct fieldwork in a more 
‘traditional’ way due to public health issues. 

 
4. What do you mean by virtual fieldwork? 

 
Virtual fieldwork is the opportunity for remote data collection without directly visiting a 
particular place. 

 
We have been working with all of the Awarding Bodies to issue some guidance around 
this and other data collection questions which we will post on the website. 
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5. Where can I find information about virtual fieldwork and data collection? 
 

We will be providing some support material as well as working with the subject 
community and other awarding bodies on some guidance around resources. Some 
websites include: 

 

Field Studies Council 
 
Student videos https://www.field-studies-council.org/2020/03/31/fsc-fieldworklive/ 

 
NEA student econference – Interpreting the landscape, physical Geoskills, Human Geoskills 

Geographical Association 
 
https://www.geography.org.uk/Virtual-fieldwork 

Royal Geographical Society with IBG 
 
https://www.rgs.org/research/higher-education-resources/virtual-field/ 

 
 

6. Are there any changes to the content of the specification for students sitting 
exams in summer 2021? 

 
No – there are no changes to the content of the specification. 

 
 

7. Are there any changes to the assessment of the specification for students 
sitting exams in summer 2021? 

 
No – there are no changes to the assessment of the specification. 

 
8. Will grading be different in the summer 2021 because of these changes? 

 
No. We will use the same process to award student grades as in a normal examination 
series. You should expect outcomes for students, in terms of proportions of students at 
each grade, to return to 2019 levels rather than following the higher proportions seen in 
the summer 2020 series. 

 
 

9. What support and guidance are you providing in response to the changes to 
the qualification for summer 2021? When will it be available? 

 
The changes outlined do not alter the content of the specification or the nature of the 
assessment. 

 
However, we will be adding to our support to ensure there is information and practical 
guidance around the delivery of the qualification. 

 
• 4 lessons around fieldwork and the independent investigation. Lesson one is 

already available here with 3 more lessons to be added shortly. 
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• Downloadable packs of marked exemplars and 
commentaries for all components to help with standardisation 

 
• Topic guides for all topics 

 
 
 

10. Will these changes remain for subsequent assessment series (i.e. 2022 or 
beyond)? 
No. These changes are only in place for the summer 2021 series. 

 
11. How will these changes affect students who are starting their A levels in 
September 2020, but not sitting exams until 2022 (i.e. Year 12 students)? 

 
These changes have been agreed by DfE and Ofqual to support your Year 13 students 
whose studies have been disrupted by the period of school closures in the spring and 
summer of 2020, when they were in Year 12. 

 
Those who are starting their A level courses in September have not, so far, had these 
courses affected by school closures and so mitigation has not yet been considered by 
DfE and Ofqual. 

 
The guidance, for now, is that these students should receive a near-as-normal 
experience as they embark on their A levels. Should there be further public health 
incidents which lead to disruption for these students, then it is likely that guidance 
would then be issued separately for this cohort of students. 
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