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General advice
•

In addition to covering the content outlined in the advance information, students
and teachers should consider how to:
•

manage their revision of parts of the specification that may be assessed in areas
not covered by the advance information

•

manage their revision of other parts of the specification that may provide
knowledge which helps with understanding the areas being tested in 2022.

•

For specifications with synoptic assessments, topics not explicitly given in the
advance information may appear, e.g. where students are asked to bring together
knowledge, skills and understanding from across the specification.

•

For specifications with optional papers/topics/content, students should only refer to
the advance information for their intended option.

•

For specifications with NEA, advance information does not cover any NEA
components

A link to the Joint Council for Qualifications guidance document on advance information
can be found on the Joint Council for Qualifications website or here.
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Advance Information
Subject specific section
•

For each paper the information listed in the tables, shows the major focus of the
content of certain AO1 and AO2 questions.

•

For the sections outlined in this notice, exam questions will sample content from the
areas listed in this advance information. Note that the exam may include some or all
of the content in the listed topics.

•

Sections not outlined in this advance information will follow the normal examination
rules.

•

The information is presented in specification order and not in question order.

•

Students will be credited for using any relevant knowledge from any other topic areas
when answering questions. In the questions assessing the sections outlined in this
advance information, there is no expectation of knowledge beyond that identified in
order to achieve full marks.
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1RB0/1A
PAPER 1: Area of study 1 – Religion and Ethics
Option 1A – Catholic Christianity
Section 1: Catholic Beliefs
Content
1.2

Biblical understandings of God as a Trinity of Persons: the nature and
significance of God as a Trinity of Persons, including reference to the baptism
of Jesus (Matthew 3:13–17) and historical development of the doctrine of the
Trinity, including reference to the First Council of Nicaea and the First Council of
Constantinople.

1.3

Creation: the nature and significance of the biblical account of Creation,
including Genesis 1–3; and how it may be understood in divergent ways in
Christianity, including reference to literal and metaphorical interpretations; the
significance of the Creation account for Catholics in understanding the nature
and characteristics of God, especially as Creator, benevolent, omnipotent and
eternal.

1.4

The significance of the Creation account in understanding the nature of
humanity: the nature and significance of the nature of humanity being
created in the image of God, including reference to Genesis 1–3 and divergent
understandings of humanity’s relationship with Creation (dominion and
stewardship); the implications of these beliefs for Catholics today.

1.7

The significance of the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus for
Catholic beliefs about salvation and grace, including John 3:10–21 and Acts 4:8–
12; the implications and significance of these events for Catholic practice today.
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Section 3: Living the Catholic Life
Content
3.2*

Liturgical worship within Catholic Christianity: the nature and significance of
the Mass for Catholics, including its structure and the Eucharist as the ‘source
and summit of Christian life’, with reference to Lumen Gentium paragraph 7;
divergent Christian attitudes towards the practice and meaning of liturgical
worship, including its significance for Catholics and the less structured worship
in evangelical Christian denominations.

3.5

The role and importance of forms of popular piety: the nature and significance
of the Rosary, Eucharistic adoration and Stations of the Cross; how each of these
might be used and why; the importance of having different types of worship for
Catholics, including reference to Catechism of the Catholic Church 1674–1676;
divergent Christian attitudes to these forms of piety.

3.7

Catholic Social Teaching: how Catholic Social Teaching reflects the teaching to
show love of neighbour; Catholic teaching on justice, peace and reconciliation,
Evangelii Gaudium paragraphs 182–237 – The inclusion of the poor in society;
How these teachings might be reflected in the lives of individual Catholics
including reference to Matt 25: 31–46 (sheep and goats); the work of CAFOD,
what it does and why.

3.8

Catholic mission and evangelism: the history and significance of mission and
evangelism for Catholics; divergent ways this is put into practice by the Church
and individual Catholics locally, nationally and globally, and how this fulfils the
commission of Jesus and teachings of the Church, including Evangelii Gaudium
Chapter 5.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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1RB0/1B
PAPER 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics
Option 1B – Christianity
Section 1: Christian Beliefs
Content
1.1

The Trinity: the nature and significance of the Trinity as expressed in the Nicene
Creed; the nature and significance of the oneness of God; the nature and
significance of each of the Persons individually: including reference to Matthew
3:13–17; how this is reflected in Christian worship and belief today.

1.2

The creation of the universe and of humanity: the biblical account of creation
and divergent ways in which it may be understood by Christians, including as
literal and metaphorical; the role of the Word and Spirit in creation, including
John 1:1– 18 and Genesis 1–3; the importance of creation for Christians today.

1.3

The Incarnation: the nature and importance of the person of Jesus Christ as the
incarnate Son of God; the biblical basis of this teaching, including John 1:1–18
and 1 Timothy 3:16 and its significance for Christians today.

1.7

The problem of evil/suffering and a loving and righteous God: the problems
it raises for Christians about the nature of God, including reference to
omnipotence and benevolence, including Psalm 103; how the problem may
cause believers to question their faith or the existence of God; the nature and
examples of natural suffering, moral suffering.
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Section 3: Living the Christian Life
Content
3.2

The role of the sacraments in Christian life and their practice in two
denominations: the role of the sacraments/ordinance as a whole; the nature
and importance of the meaning and celebration of baptism and the Eucharist
in at least two denominations, including reference to the 39 Articles XXV-XXXVI;
divergent Christian attitudes towards the use and number of sacraments in
Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant traditions.

3.3

The nature and purpose of prayer: the nature of and examples of the different
types of prayer; set prayers; informal prayer and the Lord’s Prayer, including
Matthew 6:5–14; when each type might be used and why; divergent Christian
attitudes towards the importance of each type of prayer for Christians today.

3.5

Christian religious celebrations: the nature and history of Christian festivals in
the church year, including Christmas and Easter; the significance of celebrating
Advent and Christmas; the significance of celebrating Holy Week and Easter, with
reference to interpretations of 1 Corinthians 15:12–34.

3.8

The role and importance of the Church in the worldwide community: how
and why it works for reconciliation and the problems faced by the persecuted
Church; divergent Christian responses to teachings about charity, including 1
Corinthians 13 and Matthew 25:31–46; the work of Christian Aid, what it does
and why.
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1RB0/1C
PAPER 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics
Option 1C – Islam
Section 1: Muslim Beliefs
Content
1.2

The five roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam (Tawhid (oneness of Allah); ‘Adl
(Divine Justice); Nubuwwah (Prophethood); Imamah (Successors to Muhammad)
and Mi’ad (The Day of Judgment and the Resurrection): the nature, history and
purpose of the five roots with reference to their Qur’anic basis, including Surah
112 (the oneness of Allah); the importance of these principles for different Shi’a
communities today, including Sevener and Twelver.

1.3

The nature of Allah: how the characteristics of Allah are shown in the Qur’an
and why they are important: Tawhid (oneness), including Surah 16: 35–36,
immanence, transcendence, omnipotence, beneficence, mercy, fairness and
justice, Adalat in Shi’a Islam.

1.4

Risalah: the nature and importance of prophethood for Muslims, including Surah
2: 136; what the roles of prophets teach Muslims, exemplified in the lives of
Adam, Ibrahim, Isma’il, Musa, Dawud, Isa, Muhammad.

1.8*

Akhirah: Muslim teachings about life after death; the nature of judgement,
paradise and hell; how they are shown in the Qur’an, including Surah 17: 49–72;
divergent ways in which Muslim teachings about life after death affect the life of
a Muslim today.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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Section 3: Living the Muslim Life
Content
3.1

Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a Islam: their nature, history and purpose of the Ten
Obligatory Acts; the diversity of practice and importance of Ten Obligatory Acts
for Shi’a Muslims today; their basis in the Qur’an, including reference to Surah
9: 71- 73; divergent understandings of these principles within Sunni Islam,
including links with the Five Pillars.

3.3*

Salah as one of the Five Pillars, including reference to Surah 15: 98–99 and
29: 45: the nature, history, significance and purpose of Salah for Sunni and
Shi’a Muslims, including different ways of understanding them; how Salah is
performed, including ablution, times, directions, movements and recitations, in
the home and mosque and Jummah prayer.

3.5

Zakah as one of the Five Pillars and Khums: the nature, role, significance and
purpose of Zakah and Khums, including Surah 9: 58–60 and 8: 36–42; why Zakah
is important for Sunni Muslims; why Khums is important for Shi’a Muslims; the
benefits of receiving Zakah or Khums.

3.8

The nature, origins, activities, meaning and significance of the celebration/
commemoration of Id-ul-Adha, with reference to Surah 37: 77–111, and Id-ulFitr in Sunni Islam, with reference to their place within Shi’a Islam; and Id-ulGhadeer, with reference to Hadith and the interpretation of Surah 5: 3, and
Ashura in Shi’a Islam, with reference to their place within Sunni Islam.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.

W73059A


10

Continue

1RB0/1D
PAPER 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics
Option 1D – Buddhism
Section 1: Buddhist Beliefs
Content
1.2

Dhamma: The nature and different meaning of dhamma – dependent
origination/conditionality; the nature and importance of paticca-samuppada
and the Three Marks of Existence, including reference to the Story of Nagasena
and the Chariot in the Milinda Panha: suffering – dukkha, anicca – no fixed self
and anatta – soul or essence; the implications of belief in dhamma for Buddhists
today.

1.4

Second Noble Truth: the nature of samudaya – the causes of suffering, including
reference to Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta, the Three Poisons; Buddhist
teachings about the causes of suffering – Sermon at Benares, and how they are
represented in the Wheel of Life; divergent understandings of the Wheel of Life,
with reference to Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism.

1.5*

Third Noble Truth including reference to the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta:
the nature of nirodha and the cessation of tanha; Buddhist teachings about the
ending of desire; the nature of the cycle of samsara; different understandings of
nibbana and enlightenment and their importance for Buddhists today.

1.8

Buddhist ethical teachings: divergent Buddhist understandings of the nature,
purpose and importance of kamma, including Dhammapada 181–187 and
the Khuddakapatha, merit and rebirth, karuna (compassion), metta (loving
kindness), pancha sila (the five precepts) and the paramitas (six perfections); the
divergent applications of each of these ethical teachings in Buddhist life today.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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Section 3: Living the Buddhist Life
Content
3.2

Chanting: the nature, purpose and role of chanting in Buddhism as a devotional
practice and to gain mental concentration, including Dhammapada 1–2,
confidence and joy; the divergent understandings of the importance of chanting
in Buddhist life today with reference to Theravada Buddhism, including Tiratana:
Dhammapada 190, and Mahayana Buddhism, including Nam Myoho Renge Kyo.

3.4

Features of Buddhist places of worship: the divergent nature, history and design
of Buddhist places of worship including temples, gompas, viharas, shrines
in Theravada, Mahayana and Triratna Buddhism; how and why the places of
worship are used, including reference to the shrine room, shrine facing east, and
the library, showing the importance learning, including reference to the Kimsila
Sutta.

3.6*

Puja: The nature and purpose of puja in the vihara and the home, including
reference to Mangala Sutta; examples of the different types; when each type
might be used and why; the importance of having different types of worship
and their use in different Buddhist contexts.

3.8

Festivals and retreats: the divergent nature, history, purpose and importance
of festivals and retreats in Buddhism; divergent understandings the origins,
meaning and features of celebration of specific festivals and retreats, including
Wesak, Vassa/Rain Retreat and Kathina, with reference to the Anapanasati Sutta,
and Uposatha days in Theravada Buddhism; Hanamatsuri and Obon (Japanese),
Parinibbana Day in Mahayana Buddhism, and Lama Tsong Khapa Day in Tibet.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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1RB0/1E
PAPER 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics
Option 1E – Hinduism
Section 1: Hindu Beliefs
Content
1.2

The nature and importance of understanding Brahman as Nirguna Brahman and
Saguna Brahman: how Nirguna Brahman and Saguna Brahman are shown in
Hindu scripture, for example Nirguna – Taittiriya Upanishad 2.7.1–2 and Saguna
– Rig Veda 1.154.1–2; the nature and importance of Vaikuntha (spiritual worlds);
divergent ways in which belief in each may be expressed in the life of Hindus
today.

1.5*

The nature of the individual and life within Hinduism: the nature and
importance of the atman (eternal self ), karma, the cycle of samsara, moksha;
divergent Hindu understandings of the nature of the individual and life,
including interpretations of Brihadaranyaka Upanishad 4.4; why beliefs about
the atman, karma, samsara and moksha are important for Hindus today.

1.6

The purpose of human life for Hindus: the nature and significance of the four
aims of life (Purusharthas) dharma, artha, kama and moksha; the nature and
significance of sanatana dharma (eternal law), including Bhagavad Gita 3.35;
the nature and significance of varnashrama dharma (duties according to
materialistic situation in life).

1.8

Hindu cosmology: the nature of the Hindu cosmology as shown in Hindu
scriptures, including Rig Veda 10:129; the nature and importance of the cycle of
four ages (yugas), including descriptions of the Kali Yuga in the Mahabharata,
many worlds and their diverse inhabitants; the nature and divergent
understandings of the importance of the concepts of prakriti (matter/nature),
triguna (three qualities) and maya (illusion).

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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Section 3: Living the Hindu Life
Content
3.2

Focuses of worship and representations of the divine: the nature, purpose
and importance of different ways of worshipping, including worshipping one
god (personal or non-personal) or many deities, gurus and holy places (land,
hills, rivers and sacred plants and animals); the scriptural basis for the different
focuses of worship and representations of the divine in worship, including
interpretations of Bhagavad Gita 6.20–31.

3.3

The importance of Hindu places of worship: the nature, features of use and
purpose of worship in different places, including in the temple, in the home,
outside, including shrines and festival celebration and in the space of the heart,
with reference to interpretations of Bhagavad Gita 9.13–27; the benefits for
Hindus of having different places to worship in.

3.5

Hindu sacred festivals: the nature, history, purpose and significance of Hindu
sacred festivals; the origins and meaning of specific festivals, including Diwali,
Holi, Navratri Dussehra, Ram Navami, Ratha-yatra, Janmashtami, and Raksha
Bandhan, including interpretations of Brhadaranyaka Upanishad 1.3.28.

3.7

Hindu environmental projects: divergent understandings of the nature, purpose
and significance of environmental care for Hindus; the importance of care for
rivers and sacred places for Hindus; how Hindus care for the environment,
examples of what they do and why, including reference to cow protection,
including interpretations of Rig Veda 10.87.16–19.
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1RB0/1F
PAPER 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics
Option 1F – Judaism
Section 1: Jewish Beliefs
Content
1.1

The nature of the Almighty: how the characteristics of the Almighty are shown
in the Torah, and why they are important in Jewish life today, including One,
Creator, Law-Giver and Judge, including reference to Genesis 2.

1.2

The nature and importance of Shekhinah: how the divine presence is shown in
the Torah and why it is important including interpretations of 2 Chronicles 7:1–3;
the divergent understandings of Shekhinah found in different forms of Orthodox
Judaism and the importance of them for Jews today.

1.4

The Covenant at Sinai: the nature and history of the Covenant at Sinai (the Ten
Commandments), including Exodus 20; the role and significance of Moses in the
Covenant at Sinai; divergent understandings of how and why the Decalogue is
important in Jewish life today.

1.5

The Covenant with Abraham and his descendants: the nature and history of the
Abrahamic Covenant; the role of Abraham in the Covenant, including Genesis
17; why the Promised Land covenanted to Abraham and his descendants is
important for Jews today.
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Section 3: Living the Jewish Life
Content
3.2

The Tenakh and the Talmud: the nature, features, purpose and significance of
the Tenakh (the written law) and Talmud (the oral law) for Jews in daily life today
with reference to Perkei Avot 2; the nature and purpose of Jewish laws food
laws, kashrut, including kosher and treifah and the separation of dairy and meat,
including reference to Deuteronomy 14:3–10; the divergent implications of the
Jewish food laws for Jews today.

3.4*

The nature and importance of the Shema and the Amidah (the standing prayer);
when the Shema and the Amidah might be used, how and why, including
reference to the Mezuzah; the importance of having the Shema and the Amidah
for Jews today, including reference to Deuteronomy 6:4.

3.5

The importance of ritual for Jews today: the nature, features and purpose of the
birth including Brit Milah, marriage, Bar and Bat Mitzvah ceremonies, including
interpretations of Genesis 21:1–8, Genesis 17 and Leviticus 12; the nature,
purpose and importance of mourning ceremonies; the distinct importance of
the funeral, shiva, avelut and yahrzeit for Jews today; divergent understandings
of the importance of each ritual for different forms of Orthodox and Reform
Judaism today.

3.8

Features of the synagogue: the nature, history and purpose of the different
design of the synagogues in Liberal, Reform and Orthodox Judaism, including
facing Jerusalem, layout of seating the Ark and the bimah and with reference
to Proverbs 14:28; how and why the synagogue is used by the different
communities, including reference to Exodus 27:20–21; how and why objects of
devotion are used within the synagogues including a yad, Torah Scroll, ner tamid
and menorah.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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1RB0/1G
PAPER 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics
Option 1G – Sikhism
Section 1: Sikh Beliefs
Content
1.2

God as Creator: the nature and importance of God as creator (Karta Purakh) for
Sikhs; Sikh teachings on God as creator, including Guru Granth Sahib 12 and 94.

1.3

The nature of human life: the purpose and significance of life as an opportunity
to unite with God; Sikh understandings of why uniting with God is important;
how uniting with God will affect their lives, including Guru Granth Sahib 12.

1.4*

Sikh beliefs about life after death: the nature of karma, rebirth and mukti
(liberation); how they are shown in the Guru Granth Sahib, including reference
to Guru Granth Sahib 2, 11 and 78; divergent understandings of how and why
karma, rebirth and mukti are important for Sikh life today.

1.7

Sewa (service to others): the nature of sewa, including tan, man and dhan; the
origins and purpose of sewa and its importance in the development of Sikhism,
including Guru Granth Sahib 26; divergent understandings of the practice and
importance of sewa in Sikh life today in reflecting the priority of service to
others.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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Section 3: Living the Sikh Life
Content
3.3

Langar: the history of langar including Guru Granth Sahib 967; the nature and
purposes of langar; the significance of langar for Sikhs today, especially as an
expression of sewa.

3.6

Akhand path (continuous 48-hour reading of the Guru Granth Sahib): the nature,
history, role and purpose of the akhand path including reference Rahit Maryada
Chapter 7; how and why Sikhs might take part in the akhand path: why the
akhand path is important for the Sikh community and for individual Sikhs.

3.7

Gurpurbs and Commemorations: divergent understandings of the nature,
history and purpose of gurpurbs and commemorations; why they are important
for Sikhs today; the origins and meaning gurpurbs, including Guru Nanak’s
birthday, Vaisakhi, including reference to the account of the events found in
Gurbilas Patshahi 10, Divali: the origins and meaning of commemorations,
including the martyrdom of Guru Arjan and Guru Tagh Bahadur Ji.

3.8

Birth and naming rituals and ceremonies: the celebration and significance of
Naam Karan and Hukamnama; the significance of Amrit sanskar (the initiation
ceremony) for Sikh families, including reference to the Rahit Maryada Chapters
11 and 13; divergent understandings of these ceremonies between khalsa and
non-khalsa Sikhs; the significance of the names Singh and Kaur in the naming
and Amrit ceremonies, and for Sikh identity today.
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1RB0/2A
PAPER 2: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Peace and Conflict
Option 2A – Catholic Christianity
Section 1: Catholic Beliefs
Content
1.3

Creation: the nature and significance of the biblical account of Creation
including Genesis 1–3; and how it may be understood in divergent ways in
Christianity, including reference to literal and metaphorical interpretations; the
significance of the Creation account for Catholics in understanding the nature
and characteristics of God especially as Creator, benevolent, omnipotent and
eternal.

1.4

The significance of the Creation account in understanding the nature of
humanity: the nature and significance of the nature of humanity being
created in the image of God, including reference to Genesis 1–3 and divergent
understandings of humanity’s relationship with Creation (dominion and
stewardship); the implications of these beliefs for Catholics today.

1.6

The events in the Paschal Mystery: Catholic teachings about the life, death,
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, including reference to Luke 24; the
redemptive efficacy of these events and their significance for Catholics today.

1.7

The significance of the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus for
Catholic beliefs about salvation and grace, including John 3:10–21 and Acts 4:8–
12; the implications and significance of these events for Catholic practice today.
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Section 3: Living the Catholic Life
Content
3.1

The sacramental nature of reality: Catholic teachings about how the whole of
creation manifests the presence of God; the meaning and effects of each of the
seven sacraments, including Catechism of the Catholic Church 1210–1211; the
practice and symbolism of each sacrament; how sacraments communicate the
grace of God; divergent Christian attitudes to sacraments, including reference to
Orthodox and Protestant Christianity.

3.2*

Liturgical worship within Catholic Christianity: the nature and significance of
the Mass for Catholics, including its structure and the Eucharist as the ‘source
and summit of Christian life’, with reference to Lumen Gentium paragraph 7;
divergent Christian attitudes towards the practice and meaning of liturgical
worship, including its significance for Catholics and the less structured worship
in evangelical Christian denominations.

3.3

The funeral rite as a liturgical celebration of the Church: practices associated
with the funeral rite in the home, the church and the cemetery, including
reference to ‘Preparing my funeral’ by Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of
Westminster; the aims of the funeral rite, including communion with the
deceased; the communion of the community and the proclamation of eternal
life to the community and its significance for Catholics.

3.8

Catholic mission and evangelism: the history and significance of mission and
evangelism for Catholics; divergent ways this is put into practice by the Church
and individual Catholics locally, nationally and globally, and how this fulfils the
commission of Jesus and teachings of the Church, including Evangelii Gaudium
Chapter 5.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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1RB0/2B
PAPER 2: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Peace and Conflict
Option 2B – Christianity
Section 1: Christian Beliefs
Content
1.2

The creation of the universe and of humanity: the biblical account of creation
and divergent ways in which it may be understood by Christians, including as
literal and metaphorical; the role of the Word and Spirit in creation, including
John 1:1– 18 and Genesis 1–3; the importance of creation for Christians today.

1.4

The last days of Jesus’ life: the Last Supper, betrayal, arrest, trial, crucifixion,
resurrection and ascension of Jesus; the accounts of these within the Bible
including Luke 22–24 and the significance of these events to understanding the
person of Jesus Christ.

1.5

The nature and significance of salvation and the role of Christ within salvation:
law, sin, grace and Spirit, the role of Christ in salvation, including John 3:10–21
and Acts 4:8–12; the nature and significance of atonement within Christianity
and its link to salvation.

1.6*

Christian eschatology: divergent Christian teachings about life after death,
including the nature and significance of resurrection, judgement, heaven, and
hell and purgatory with reference to the 39 Articles of Religion and Catholic
teachings; how beliefs about life after death are shown in the Bible, including
reference to 2 Corinthians 5:1–10 and divergent understandings as to why they
are important for Christians today.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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Section 3: Living the Christian Life
Content
3.1*

Christian worship: liturgical and non-liturgical forms of worship, including
activities which are informal and individual, including reference to the Book
of Common Prayer; when each form might be used and why; divergent
Christian attitudes towards the practices, meaning and significance of liturgical
and non-liturgical forms of worship in Christian life today, with reference to
denominations which worship with less structure, such as some Pentecostal
churches.

3.4

Pilgrimage: the nature, history and purpose of pilgrimage, including
interpretations Luke 2:41–43; the significance of the places people go on
pilgrimage; divergent Christian teachings about whether pilgrimage is
important for Christians today, with specific reference to Catholic and Protestant
understandings; the activities associated with, and significance of, Jerusalem,
Iona, Taize and Walsingham.

3.6

The future of the Christian Church: Church growth, the history and purpose of
missionary and evangelical work including reference to Mark 16:9–20 and John
20: 21-22; divergent ways this is put into practice by Church locally, nationally
and globally; Christian attitudes of why evangelical work is important for the
Church and for individual Christians.

3.7

The role and importance of the local church in the local community: how and
why it helps the individual believer and the local area; local parish activities,
including interpretations of 1 Peter 5:1–4, ecumenism, outreach work, the centre
of Christian identity and worship through living practices.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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1RB0/2C
PAPER 2: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Peace and Conflict
Option 2C – Islam
Section 1: Muslim Beliefs
Content
1.2

The five roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam (Tawhid (oneness of Allah); ‘Adl
(Divine Justice); Nubuwwah (Prophethood); Imamah (Successors to Muhammad)
and Mi’ad (The Day of Judgment and the Resurrection): the nature, history and
purpose of the five roots with reference to their Qur’anic basis, including Surah
112 (the oneness of Allah); the importance of these principles for different Shi’a
communities today, including Sevener and Twelver.

1.3

The nature of Allah: how the characteristics of Allah are shown in the Qur’an
and why they are important: Tawhid (oneness), including Surah 16: 35–36,
immanence, transcendence, omnipotence, beneficence, mercy, fairness and
justice, Adalat in Shi’a Islam.

1.4

Risalah: the nature and importance of prophethood for Muslims, including Surah
2: 136; what the roles of prophets teach Muslims, exemplified in the lives of
Adam, Ibrahim, Isma’il, Musa, Dawud, Isa, Muhammad.

1.7

al-Qadr: the nature and importance of Predestination for Muslims; how al-Qadr
and human freedom relates to the Day of Judgement, including reference to
Sahih Al-Bukhari 78: 685; divergent understandings of predestination in Sunni
and Shi’a Islam; the implications of belief in al-Qadr for Muslims today.
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Section 3: Living the Muslim Life
Content
3.2

Shahadah as one of the Five Pillars: the nature, role and significance of Shahadah
for Sunni and Shi’a Muslims, including reference to Surah 3: 17–21; why reciting
Shahadah is important for Muslims, and its place in Muslim practice today.

3.3*

Salah as one of the Five Pillars, including reference to Surah 15: 98–99 and
29: 45: the nature, history, significance and purpose of Salah for Sunni and
Shi’a Muslims, including different ways of understanding them; how Salah is
performed, including ablution, times, directions, movements and recitations, in
the home and mosque and Jummah prayer.

3.4

Sawm as one of the Five Pillars: the nature, role, significance and purpose of
fasting during Ramadan, including Surah 2: 183–185; those who are excused
from fasting and why; the significance of the Night of Power: the nature, history
and purpose of the Night of Power; why Laylat al-Qadr is important for Muslims
today.

3.8

The nature, origins, activities, meaning and significance of the celebration/
commemoration of Id-ul-Adha, with reference to Surah 37: 77–111, and Id-ulFitr in Sunni Islam, with reference to their place within Shi’a Islam; and Id-ulGhadeer, with reference to Hadith and the interpretation of Surah 5: 3, and
Ashura in Shi’a Islam, with reference to their place within Sunni Islam.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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1RB0/2D
PAPER 2: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Peace and Conflict
Option 2D – Buddhism
Section 1: Buddhist Beliefs
Content
1.3

First Noble Truth, including reference to the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta:
the nature of dukkha; Buddhist teachings about suffering; the different types
of suffering as pain, fabrication and change; the importance of suffering for
Buddhists today.

1.5*

Third Noble Truth, including reference to the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta:
the nature of nirodha and the cessation of tanha; Buddhist teachings about the
ending of desire; the nature of the cycle of samsara; different understandings of
nibbana and enlightenment and their importance for Buddhists today.

1.6

Fourth Noble Truth including reference to the Dhammacakkappavattana
Sutta: the nature of The Middle Way – magga; Buddhist teachings about the
Eightfold Path leading to nibbana; the Threefold Way: the nature, purpose and
importance of sila (ethics), samadhi (meditation) and panna (wisdom); divergent
understandings of the importance Eightfold Path and the Threefold Way for
Buddhist life today.

1.7

Human life: divergent Buddhist understandings of the nature and importance
of The Five Khandas (aggregates), including the Khandha Sutta; divergent
Buddhist understandings of the nature and importance of sunnata,
tathagatagarbha, Buddha-nature; divergent Buddhist understandings of the
nature and importance of Arahant and Bodhisattva Ideals; divergent Buddhist
understandings of the nature and history of Buddhahood and the Pure Land.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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Section 3: Living the Buddhist Life
Content
3.2

Chanting: the nature, purpose and role of chanting in Buddhism as a devotional
practice and to gain mental concentration, including Dhammapada 1–2,
confidence and joy; the divergent understandings of the importance of chanting
in Buddhist life today, with reference to Theravada Buddhism, including Tiratana:
Dhammapada 190, and Mahayana Buddhism, including Nam Myoho Renge Kyo.

3.3

Mantra recitation: divergent understandings of the nature, purpose, role
and importance of mantra recitation with reference to Theravada Buddhism,
including Namo Buddhaya (“Homage to the Buddha”), and Mahayana Buddhism;
the nature and purpose of using sacred syllables, devotional articles, offerings
and mala beads, and why they are used in different schools of Buddhism.

3.5

How and why objects of devotion are used within different Buddhist places of
worship, buddharupas, including reference to Vakkali Sutta, shrine, Bodhi tree;
divergent understandings of why devotional objects are important in Buddhism
today.

3.7

Death and mourning rituals and ceremonies: the divergent celebration and
significance of the ceremonies in Buddhist communities and to Buddhists;
the distinct significance of the rituals associated with death and mourning in
Theravada communities and in Japan and Tibet, with reference to the Tibetan
Book of the Dead.
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1RB0/2E
PAPER 2: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Peace and Conflict
Option 2E – Hinduism
Section 1: Hindu Beliefs
Content
1.3

Three aspects of the divine – Brahman, Antaryami and Bhagavan; the nature and
significance of the divine as Brahman (everywhere and non-personal), Antaryami
(within the heart) and Bhagavan (beyond, as a personal loving God); how the
three aspects are shown in Hindu scriptures, including Mundaka Upanishad 2.1;
why belief in the three aspects of the divine are important in Hindu life and for
religious pluralism today.

1.4

Manifestations of the Divine: the nature and importance of how the deities are
shown in Hindu scriptures; avatars and murti; the nature and role of male deities:
divergent understandings of the importance of Vishnu (including Rig Veda 1.22)
and Shiva; the nature and role of the female force, Shakti, including Parvati and
Lakshmi.

1.5*

The nature of the individual and life within Hinduism: the nature and
importance of the atman (eternal self ), karma, the cycle of samsara, moksha;
divergent Hindu understandings of the nature of the individual and life,
including interpretations of Brihadaranyaka Upanishad 4.4; why beliefs about
the atman, karma, samsara and moksha are important for Hindus today

1.8

Hindu cosmology: the nature of the Hindu cosmology as shown in Hindu
scriptures, including Rig Veda 10:129; the nature and importance of the cycle of
four ages (yugas), including descriptions of the Kali Yuga in the Mahabharata,
many worlds and their diverse inhabitants; the nature and divergent
understandings of the importance of the concepts of prakriti (matter/nature),
triguna (three qualities) and maya (illusion).

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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Section 3: Living the Hindu Life
Content
3.3

The importance of Hindu places of worship: the nature, features of use and
purpose of worship in different places, including in the temple, in the home,
outside, including shrines and festival celebration and in the space of the heart,
with reference to interpretations of Bhagavad Gita 9.13–27; the benefits for
Hindus of having different places to worship in.

3.4*

The nature and purpose of prayer in the temple and the home: the nature,
features of use and purpose of the different forms of worship, including
meditation, puja, havan, darshan, arti, bhajan, kirtan and japa, with reference
to interpretations of Bhagavad Gita 6.44–47; divergent understandings of the
benefits for Hindus of having different forms of worship.

3.7

Hindu environmental projects: divergent understandings of the nature, purpose
and significance of environmental care for Hindus; the importance of care for
rivers and sacred places for Hindus; how Hindus care for the environment,
examples of what they do and why, including reference to cow protection,
including interpretations of Rig Veda 10.87.16–19.

3.8

Hindu charity work: the nature and purpose of charity for Hindus; Hindu
teachings about charity; the work of one named Hindu charity working to
promote wellbeing, social inclusion and women’s rights, what it does and why,
including interpretations of Bhagavad Gita 3:10–12.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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1RB0/2F
PAPER 2: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Peace and Conflict
Option 2F – Judaism
Section 1: Jewish Beliefs
Content
1.2

The nature and importance of Shekhinah: how the divine presence is shown in
the Torah and why it is important including interpretations of 2 Chronicles 7:1–3;
the divergent understandings of Shekhinah found in different forms of Orthodox
Judaism and the importance of them for Jews today.

1.3

The nature and purpose of the Messiah: how messiahship is shown in the
scriptures, including Jeremiah 23:5–8; the nature and significance of the
Messianic Age and the Jewish responsibility to bring it about; divergent
understandings of the Messiah in different forms of Orthodox and Reform
Judaism and the importance of them for Jewish people today.

1.6

Sanctity of life: the nature and importance of Pikuach Nefesh (primacy of life);
why human life is holy by Jewish people; how life is shown as special and
taking precedence over everything, including Talmud Yoma 83–84; divergent
understandings of how and why the principle of Pikuach Nefesh is applied by
Jews today.

1.7

Moral principles and the Mitzvot: the nature and importance of the Mitzvot,
including reference to the Mishneh Torah of Maimonides: Sefer Madda; the
importance of the relationship between keeping the Mitzvot and free will; the
Mitzvot between humans and the Almighty, and between humans; divergent
understandings of the importance of the Mitzvot between the Almighty and
humans, and between humans, for Jewish life today.
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Section 3: Living the Jewish Life
Content
3.1

The nature and purpose of Jewish public acts of worship: the nature, features
and purpose of Jewish public worship, including interpretations of Psalm
116:12– 19; the nature, features and importance of synagogue services for the
Jewish community and the individual.

3.3

The nature and purpose of prayer in the home and of private prayer: the nature,
features and purpose of prayer three times a day; the importance of having
different forms of prayers, including interpretations of Psalm 55:16–23.

3.5

The importance of ritual for Jews today: the nature, features and purpose of the
birth including Brit Milah, marriage, Bar and Bat Mitzvah ceremonies, including
interpretations of Genesis 21:1–8, Genesis 17 and Leviticus 12; the nature,
purpose and importance of mourning ceremonies; the distinct importance of
the funeral, shiva, avelut and yahrzeit for Jews today; divergent understandings
of the importance of each ritual for different forms of Orthodox and Reform
Judaism today.

3.8

Features of the synagogue: the nature, history and purpose of the different
design of the synagogues in Liberal, Reform and Orthodox Judaism, including
facing Jerusalem, layout of seating the Ark and the bimah and with reference
to Proverbs 14:28; how and why the synagogue is used by the different
communities, including reference to Exodus 27:20–21; how and why objects of
devotion are used within the synagogues including a yad, Torah Scroll, ner tamid
and menorah.
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1RB0/2G
PAPER 2: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Peace and Conflict
Option 2G – Sikhism
Section 1: Sikh Beliefs
Content
1.1

The nature of God: how the characteristics of God are shown in the Mool Mantar,
Guru Granth Sahib 1, and why the characteristics are important and why the
Mool Mantar is significant for Sikhs.

1.5

Purpose of life: the nature and importance of being gurmukh (God-centred) not
manmukh (self-centred) and the elimination of haumai – (ego/pride) including
reference to Guru Granth Sahib 125 and 226; what actions make a gurmukh
Sikh; divergent understandings of why being gurmukh and eliminating haumai
is important in Sikh life today.

1.6

The oneness of humanity: how the equality of all humans is shown in the Guru
Granth Sahib, including Guru Granth Sahib 349, in stories from the lives of the
Gurus, including the example of Mai Bhago, and the appointment of women
as teachers, and in Sikh life today; how and why complete equality of men and
women is important for Sikhs today.

1.8

Sangat: the nature and history of the sangat; divergent understandings of
why the sangat is important for Sikhs, including Guru Granth Sahib 1316; the
concept of Sat Sangat and divergent understandings of its significance for Sikhs;
problems for Sikhs living without a sangat.
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Section 3: Living the Sikh Life
Content
3.3

Langar: the history of langar including Guru Granth Sahib 967; the nature and
purposes of langar; the significance of langar for Sikhs today, especially as an
expression of sewa.

3.4

Nam Japna – Meditating on the name of God: the nature and significance of
Nam Japna; diverse ways in which the Nam Japna is used in the gurdwara and in
Sikh daily life, including Guru Granth Sahib 1142.

3.7

Gurpurbs and Commemorations: divergent understandings of the nature,
history and purpose of gurpurbs and commemorations; why they are important
for Sikhs today; the origins and meaning gurpurbs, including Guru Nanak’s
birthday, Vaisakhi, including reference to the account of the events found in
Gurbilas Patshahi 10, Divali: the origins and meaning of commemorations,
including the martyrdom of Guru Arjan and Guru Tagh Bahadur Ji.

3.8

Birth and naming rituals and ceremonies: the celebration and significance of
Naam Karan and Hukamnama; the significance of Amrit sanskar (the initiation
ceremony) for Sikh families, including reference to the Rahit Maryada Chapters
11 and 13; divergent understandings of these ceremonies between khalsa and
non-khalsa Sikhs; the significance of the names Singh and Kaur in the naming
and Amrit ceremonies, and for Sikh identity today.
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1RB0/3A
PAPER 3: Area of Study 3 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice
Option 3A – Catholic Christianity
Section 1: Catholic Beliefs
Content
1.3

Creation: the nature and significance of the biblical account of Creation
including Genesis 1–3; and how it may be understood in divergent ways in
Christianity, including reference to literal and metaphorical interpretations; the
significance of the Creation account for Catholics in understanding the nature
and characteristics of God especially as Creator, benevolent, omnipotent and
eternal.

1.5

The Incarnation: Jesus as incarnate Son, the divine Word, including John 1, both
fully God and fully human; the scriptural origins of this belief, including John
1:1– 18 and its importance for Catholics today.

1.6

The events in the Paschal Mystery: Catholic teachings about the life, death,
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, including reference to Luke 24; the
redemptive efficacy of these events and their significance for Catholics today.

1.8*

Catholic beliefs about eschatology: life after death; the nature of resurrection,
judgement, heaven, hell and purgatory, including reference to John 11:17–27
and 2 Corinthians 5:1–10; divergent Christian beliefs about life after death, with
reference to purgatory and the nature of resurrection; why belief in life after
death is important for Catholics today.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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Section 3: Living the Catholic Life
Content
3.1

The sacramental nature of reality: Catholic teachings about how the whole of
creation manifests the presence of God; the meaning and effects of each of the
seven sacraments, including Catechism of the Catholic Church 1210–1211; the
practice and symbolism of each sacrament; how sacraments communicate the
grace of God; divergent Christian attitudes to sacraments, including reference to
Orthodox and Protestant Christianity.

3.4

Prayer as the ‘raising of hearts and minds to God’: the nature and significance
of different types of prayer; the Lord’s Prayer, including Matthew 6:5–14, set
(formulaic) prayers and informal (extempore) prayer; when each type might be
used and why; the importance of prayer and the importance for Catholics of
having different types of worship.

3.5

The role and importance of forms of popular piety: the nature and significance
of of the Rosary, Eucharistic adoration and Stations of the Cross; how each of
these might be used and why; the importance of having different types of
worship for Catholics, including reference to Catechism of the Catholic Church
1674–1676; divergent Christian attitudes to these forms of piety.

3.7

Catholic Social Teaching: how Catholic Social Teaching reflects the teaching to
show love of neighbour; Catholic teaching on justice, peace and reconciliation,
Evangelii Gaudium paragraphs 182–237 - The inclusion of the poor in society;
How these teachings might be reflected in the lives of individual Catholics
including reference to Matt 25: 31 –46 (sheep and goats); the work of CAFOD,
what it does and why.
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1RB0/3B
PAPER 3: Area of Study 3 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice
Option 3B – Christianity
Section 1: Christian Beliefs
Content
1.2

The creation of the universe and of humanity: the biblical account of Creation
and divergent ways in which it may be understood by Christians, including as
literal and metaphorical; the role of the Word and Spirit in Creation, including
John 1:1– 18 and Genesis 1–3; the importance of Creation for Christians today.

1.3

The Incarnation: the nature and importance of the person of Jesus Christ as the
incarnate Son of God; the biblical basis of this teaching, including John 1:1–18
and 1 Timothy 3:16 and its significance for Christians today.

1.6*

Christian eschatology: divergent Christian teachings about life after death,
including the nature and significance of resurrection, judgement, heaven, and
hell and purgatory, with reference to the 39 Articles of Religion and Catholic
teachings; how beliefs about life after death are shown in the Bible, including
reference to 2 Corinthians 5:1–10 and divergent understandings as to why they
are important for Christians today.

1.8

Divergent solutions offered to the problem of evil/suffering and a loving and
righteous God: biblical, theoretical and practical, including reference to Psalm
119, Job, free will, vale of soul-making, prayer, and charity; the success of
solutions to the problem.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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Section 3: Living the Christian Life
Content
3.4

Pilgrimage: the nature, history and purpose of pilgrimage, including
interpretations Luke 2:41–43; the significance of the places people go on
pilgrimage; divergent Christian teachings about whether pilgrimage is
important for Christians today, with specific reference to Catholic and Protestant
understandings; the activities associated with, and significance of, Jerusalem,
Iona, Taize and Walsingham.

3.5

Christian religious celebrations: the nature and history of Christian festivals in
the church year, including Christmas and Easter; the significance of celebrating
Advent and Christmas; the significance of celebrating Holy Week and Easter with
reference to interpretations of 1 Corinthians 15:12–34.

3.6

The future of the Christian Church: Church growth, the history and purpose
of missionary and evangelical work, including reference to Mark 16:9–20 and
John 20: 21-22; divergent ways this is put into practice by the Church locally,
nationally and globally; Christian attitudes to why evangelical work is important
for the Church and for individual Christians.

3.7

The role and importance of the local church in the local community: how and
why it helps the individual believer and the local area; local parish activities,
including interpretations of 1 Peter 5:1–4, ecumenism, outreach work, the centre
of Christian identity and worship through living practices.
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1RB0/3C
PAPER 3: Area of Study 3 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice
Option 3C – Islam
Section 1: Muslim Beliefs
Content
1.2

The five roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam (Tawhid (oneness of Allah); ‘Adl
(Divine Justice); Nubuwwah (Prophethood); Imamah (Successors to Muhammad)
and Mi’ad (The Day of Judgment and the Resurrection): the nature, history and
purpose of the five roots with reference to their Qur’anic basis, including Surah
112 (the oneness of Allah); the importance of these principles for different Shi’a
communities today, including Sevener and Twelver.

1.5

Muslim holy books (kutub): the nature, history, significance and purpose of
Muslim holy books with reference to the Qur’an including Surah 53:4-18, Tawrat
(Torah), including Surah 5: 43–48; Surah, Zabur (Psalms), including Surah 4:
163–171; Injil (Gospel), including Surah 53:36, Sahifah (Scrolls); divergent Muslim
views about the importance of the holy books in their lives today.

1.6

Malaikah: the nature and importance of angels for Muslims; how angels Jibril,
Izra’il and Mika’il are shown in the Quran including Surah 19, 32: 11 and 2: 97–
98, and their significance for Muslims today.

1.7

al-Qadr: the nature and importance of Predestination for Muslims; how al-Qadr
and human freedom relates to the Day of Judgement, including reference to
Sahih Al-Bukhari 78: 685; divergent understandings of predestination in Sunni
and Shi’a Islam; the implications of belief in al-Qadr for Muslims today.
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Section 3: Living the Muslim Life
Content
3.1

Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a Islam: their nature, history and purpose of the Ten
Obligatory Acts; the diversity of practice and importance of Ten Obligatory Acts
for Shi’a Muslims today; their basis in the Qur’an, including reference to Surah
9: 71–73; divergent understandings of these principles within Sunni Islam,
including links with the Five Pillars.

3.4

Sawm as one of the Five Pillars: the nature, role, significance and purpose of
fasting during Ramadan, including Surah 2: 183–185; those who are excused
from fasting and why; the significance of the Night of Power: the nature, history
and purpose of the Night of Power; why Laylat al-Qadr is important for Muslims
today.

3.5

Zakah as one of the Five Pillars and Khums: the nature, role, significance and
purpose of Zakah and Khums, including Surah 9: 58–60 and 8: 36–42; why Zakah
is important for Sunni Muslims; why Khums is important for Shi’a Muslims; the
benefits of receiving Zakah or Khums.

3.8

The nature, origins, activities, meaning and significance of the celebration/
commemoration of Id-ul-Adha, with reference to Surah 37: 77–111, and Id-ulFitr in Sunni Islam, with reference to their place within Shi’a Islam; and Id-ulGhadeer, with reference to Hadith and the interpretation of Surah 5: 3, and
Ashura in Shi’a Islam, with reference to their place within Sunni Islam.
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1RB0/3D
PAPER 3: Area of Study 3 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice
Option 3D – Buddhism
Section 1: Buddhist Beliefs
Content
1.1

The life of the Buddha: the nature and history of the events in the life of the
Buddha and why they are important to Buddhists today; including ancestry,
birth, princely life, marriage, the Four Sights, including Buddhavamsa XXVI, the
enlightenment of the Buddha and founding of the Sangha.

1.3

First Noble Truth, including reference to the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta:
the nature of dukkha; Buddhist teachings about suffering; the different types
of suffering as pain, fabrication and change; the importance of suffering for
Buddhists today.

1.4

Second Noble Truth: the nature of samudaya – the causes of suffering, including
reference to Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta, the Three Poisons; Buddhist
teachings about the causes of suffering – Sermon at Benares, and how they are
represented in the Wheel of Life; divergent understandings of the Wheel of Life,
with reference to Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism.

1.7

Human life: divergent Buddhist understandings of the nature and importance
of The Five Khandas (aggregates), including the Khandha Sutta; divergent
Buddhist understandings of the nature and importance of sunnata,
tathagatagarbha, Buddha-nature; divergent Buddhist understandings of the
nature and importance of Arahant and Bodhisattva Ideals; divergent Buddhist
understandings of the nature and history of Buddhahood and the Pure Land.
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Section 3: Living the Buddhist Life
Content
3.1

Meditation: the nature, purpose and significance of meditation in Buddhism; the
different types of meditation: samatha (concentration), metta bhavana (loving
kindness) and vipassana (insight); meditative practices, including mindfulness
breathing and zazen; divergent understanding of the nature and importance of
visualisation of the Buddha and Bodhisattvas, including Amitāyus Meditation
Sutra; how the different practices are used by Mahayana and Theravada
Buddhists and the benefits from their use.

3.4

Features of Buddhist places of worship: the divergent nature, history and design
of Buddhist places of worship, including temples, gompas, viharas, shrines
in Theravada, Mahayana and Triratna Buddhism; how and why the places of
worship are used, including reference to the shrine room, shrine facing east, and
the library, showing the importance learning, including reference to the Kimsila
Sutta.

3.5

How and why objects of devotion are used within different Buddhist places of
worship, buddharupas, including reference to Vakkali Sutta, shrine, Bodhi tree;
divergent understandings of why devotional objects are important in Buddhism
today.

3.6*

Puja: The nature and purpose of puja in the vihara and the home, including
reference to Mangala Sutta; examples of the different types; when each type
might be used and why; the importance of having different types of worship
and their use in different Buddhist contexts.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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1RB0/3E
PAPER 3: Area of Study 3 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice
Option 3E – Hinduism
Section 1: Hindu Beliefs
Content
1.1

The nature of Brahman: the nature of Brahman as spirit, ultimate reality
or absolute truth; how the characteristics of Brahman are shown in Hindu
scriptures including Katha Upanishad 2.2.6–8.

1.4

Manifestations of the Divine: the nature and importance of how the deities are
shown in Hindu scriptures; avatars and murti; the nature and role of male deities:
divergent understandings of the importance of Vishnu (including Rig Veda 1.22)
and Shiva; the nature and role of the female force, Shakti, including Parvati and
Lakshmi.

1.6

The purpose of human life for Hindus: the nature and significance of the four
aims of life (Purusharthas) dharma, artha, kama and moksha; the nature and
significance of sanatana dharma (eternal law), including Bhagavad Gita 3.35;
the nature and significance of varnashrama dharma (duties according to
materialistic situation in life).

1.8

Hindu cosmology: the nature of the Hindu cosmology as shown in Hindu
scriptures, including Rig Veda 10:129; the nature and importance of the cycle of
four ages (yugas), including descriptions of the Kali Yuga in the Mahabharata,
many worlds and their diverse inhabitants; the nature and divergent
understandings of the importance of the concepts of prakriti (matter/nature),
triguna (three qualities) and maya (illusion).
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Section 3: Living the Hindu Life
Content
3.1

The nature and purpose of Hindu yoga: the nature and purpose of different
forms of yoga, karma yoga (action), jnana yoga (knowledge), astanga/raja yoga
(meditation) and bhakti yoga (devotion); examples of when each form of yoga
might be used, how and why; the importance of having different types of yoga;
reference to Bhagavad Gita 6.44–47.

3.2

Focuses of worship and representations of the divine: the nature, purpose
and importance of different ways of worshipping, including worshipping one
god (personal or non-personal) or many deities, gurus and holy places (land,
hills, rivers and sacred plants and animals); the scriptural basis for the different
focuses of worship and representations of the divine in worship, including
interpretations of Bhagavad Gita 6.20–31.

3.4*

The nature and purpose of prayer in the temple and the home: the nature,
features of use and purpose of the different forms of worship, including
meditation, puja, havan, darshan, arti, bhajan, kirtan and japa, with reference
to interpretations of Bhagavad Gita 6.44–47; divergent understandings of the
benefits for Hindus of having different forms of worship.

3.7

Hindu environmental projects: divergent understandings of the nature, purpose
and significance of environmental care for Hindus; the importance of care for
rivers and sacred places for Hindus; how Hindus care for the environment,
examples of what they do and why, including reference to cow protection,
including interpretations of Rig Veda 10.87.16–19.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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1RB0/3F
PAPER 3: Area of Study 3 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice
Option 3F – Judaism
Section 1: Jewish Beliefs
Content
1.2

The nature and importance of Shekhinah: how the divine presence is shown in
the Torah and why it is important including interpretations of 2 Chronicles 7:1–3;
the divergent understandings of Shekhinah found in different forms of Orthodox
Judaism and the importance of them for Jews today.

1.3

The nature and purpose of the Messiah: how messiahship is shown in the
scriptures, including Jeremiah 23:5–8; the nature and significance of the
Messianic Age and the Jewish responsibility to bring it about; divergent
understandings of the Messiah in different forms of Orthodox and Reform
Judaism and the importance of them for Jewish people today.

1.7

Moral principles and the Mitzvot: the nature and importance of the mitzvot,
including reference to the Mishneh Torah of Maimonides: Sefer Madda; the
importance of the relationship between keeping the mitzvot and free will; the
mitzvot between humans and the Almighty, and between humans; divergent
understandings of the importance of the mitzvot between the Almighty and
humans, and between humans, for Jewish life today.

1.8*

Jewish beliefs about life after death: divergent Jewish understandings of the
nature and significance of life after death, including reference to different forms
of Orthodox and Reform Judaism; Jewish teachings about life after death,
including interpretations of Ecclesiastes 12; the nature of resurrection and
judgement; why belief in life after death may be important for Jews today.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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Section 3: Living the Jewish Life
Content
3.1

The nature and purpose of Jewish public acts of worship: the nature, features
and purpose of Jewish public worship, including interpretations of Psalm
116:12–19; the nature, features and importance of synagogue services for the
Jewish community and the individual.

3.2

The Tenakh and the Talmud: the nature, features, purpose and significance of the
Tenakh (the written law) and Talmud (the oral law) for Jews in daily life today,
with reference to Perkei Avot 2; the nature and purpose of Jewish laws: food
laws, kashrut, including kosher, and treifah and the separation of dairy and meat,
including reference to Deuteronomy 14:3–10; the divergent implications of the
Jewish food laws for Jews today.

3.4*

The nature and importance of the Shema and the Amidah (the standing prayer);
when the Shema and the Amidah might be used, how and why, including
reference to the Mezuzah; the importance of having the Shema and the Amidah
for Jews today, including reference to Deuteronomy 6:4.

3.5

The importance of ritual for Jews today: the nature, features and purpose of the
birth including Brit Milah, marriage, Bar and Bat Mitzvah ceremonies, including
interpretations of Genesis 21:1–8, Genesis 17 and Leviticus 12; the nature,
purpose and importance of mourning ceremonies; the distinct importance of
the funeral, shiva, avelut and yahrzeit for Jews today; divergent understandings
of the importance of each ritual for different forms of Orthodox and Reform
Judaism today.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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1RB0/3G
PAPER 3: Area of Study 3 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice
Option 3G – Sikhism
Section 1: Sikh Beliefs
Content
1.2

God as Creator: the nature and importance of God as Creator (Karta Purakh) for
Sikhs; Sikh teachings on God as Creator, including Guru Granth Sahib 12 and 94.

1.3

The nature of human life: the purpose and significance of life as an opportunity
to unite with God; Sikh understandings of why uniting with God is important;
how uniting with God will affect their lives, including Guru Granth Sahib 12.

1.4*

Sikh beliefs about life after death: the nature of karma, rebirth and mukti
(liberation); how they are shown in the Guru Granth Sahib, including reference
to Guru Granth Sahib 2, 11 and 78; divergent understandings of how and why
karma, rebirth and mukti are important for Sikh life today.

1.7

Sewa (service to others): the nature of sewa, including tan, man and dhan; the
origins and purpose of sewa and its importance in the development of Sikhism,
including Guru Granth Sahib 26; divergent understandings of the practice and
importance of sewa in Sikh life today in reflecting the priority of service to
others.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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Section 3: Living the Sikh Life
Content
3.1

Features of the gurdwara: the nature, history and purpose of the design of the
Gurdwara as the ‘Door/Gate of the Guru’, including Rahit Maryada Chapters 4–6;
how and why objects of devotion are used within the gurdwara: Guru Granth
Sahib, Takht, Chanani, Chaur, the langar hall, four doors, and the Nishan Sahib;
divergent understandings of the importance of these features in Sikh life today.

3.4

Nam Japna – Meditating on the name of God: the nature and significance of
Nam Japna; diverse ways in which the Nam Japna is used in the gurdwara and in
Sikh daily life, including Guru Granth Sahib 1142.

3.5*

Prayer, including reference to Guru Granth Sahib 305: the nature, role and
purpose of prayer in the home; the different types of prayer; when prayer might
take place and why; the importance of having different prayers.

3.8

Birth and naming rituals and ceremonies: the celebration and significance of
Naam Karan and Hukamnama; the significance of Amrit sanskar (the initiation
ceremony) for Sikh families, including reference to the Rahit Maryada Chapters
11 and 13; divergent understandings of these ceremonies between khalsa and
non-khalsa Sikhs; the significance of the names Singh and Kaur in the naming
and Amrit ceremonies, and for Sikh identity today.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
END OF ADVANCE INFORMATION
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