
Topic of the month aims to stimulate 
discussion at Key Stages 4 and 5 and bring 
religion to life. This can be achieved by 
considering religion’s relevance in our vast 
modern world. We have selected two current
news articles which you may wish to read 
and integrate into your teaching practice, 
using the discussion prompts provided.

Why might religious belief 

inspire charity work?

Disclaimer:

This topic relates to an article, written by Aina J Khan for The Guardian newspaper* entitled 
‘UK Muslim charity trying to break record for blood donations in one day’

Introduction

This article refers to the efforts of the Muslim charity ‘Who is Hussain?’, who on 27th August 
2022, attempted to break the world record for the largest number of blood donations in one 
day. 

Link to article: https://bit.ly/3xfZTqE

Discussion prompts 

• What is the nature and purpose of charity within a given 
religion?

• How do sources of wisdom and authority inspire charity?
• Do you think a person’s faith or lack thereof, affects their 

level of charitable giving?
• What factors might influence a person’s ability to support 

charities?
• Why might a person be opposed to supporting 

some charitable organisations?
• Can a common charitable response be reached from 

people who hold different religious and non-religious 
views?

Links to topics on the syllabus:

• Living the religious life
• Religious experience
• Religious practice
• Sources of wisdom
• Equality
• Multi-faith society
• Five pillars
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Topic of the month aims to stimulate 
discussion at Key Stages 4 and 5 and bring 
religion to life. This can be achieved by 
considering religion’s relevance in our vast 
modern world. We have selected two current
news articles which you may wish to read 
and integrate into your teaching practice, 
using the discussion prompts provided.

What could drive someone to 
alter their belief set?

Disclaimer:

This topic relates to an article, written by Sophie Mei Lan for The Metro* entitled ‘After being a 
vocal atheist for years, I was ashamed to admit becoming Christian’

Introduction

This article refers to one person’s account, of coming to terms with their faith and the 
struggles they encountered in doing so.

Link to article: https://bit.ly/3xgHY3b

Discussion prompts 

• Why might someone feel ashamed to identify as having 
religious beliefs in our modern society?

• Under what circumstances might someone of no faith, 
turn to religion?

• Conversely, what might cause someone to reject their faith 
in later life?

• Do you believe the number of people identifying as 
religious is in accent or decline and why?

• To what extent can a person identify with a religion whilst 
only following certain aspects of that religion?

• To what extent does this nuanced approach to religion 
reflect modern society?

Links to topics on the syllabus:

• Atheism
• Agnosticism 
• Postmodernism
• Social and historical 
developments
• Religion and society
• Religious experience
• Religious belief 
• Arguments for the existence of 
God
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