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Route H: Democracies in change: Britain and the USA in the twentieth century 

This topic booklet has been written to support teachers delivering Route H of the 2015 AS and A level History specifications. We’re providing it in Word so that it’s easy for you to take extracts or sections from it and adapt them or give them to students. 

For the route as a whole and for each topic within it, we’ve provided an overview which helps to provide contextual background and explain why we think these are fascinating topics to study. These overviews could be used, for example, in open evening materials or be given to students at the start of the course. 

You’ll also find a student timeline, which can be given to students for them to add to and adapt, a list of resources for students and for teachers, and – where possible – information about overlap between these topics and the 2008 specification. 

For more detail about planning, look out for the Getting Started guide, Course planner and schemes of work.
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Democracies in change: Britain and the USA in the twentieth century 
Overview

At the beginning of the twenty-first century, Britain’s welfare system provides health care and education for all its citizens and the USA has voted into power a mixed-race president. In 1918, both of these things would have been unimaginable to most of those living at the time. Route H studies how the two leading western democracies responded and adapted to the challenges brought about by the greater political, social and economic expectations of ordinary people in the twentieth century.

The First World War was an event which sent shockwaves around the globe, affecting politics, society and economics on both national and international scales. The two major western democracies, Britain and the USA, emerged on the surface completely victorious. ‘Modern’ twentieth-century liberal democracies with their representative governments and capitalist economies had defeated the stalwarts of nineteenth-century authoritarianism and protectionism: Germany and Austria-Hungary. It appeared that a smooth future of stability and growth was assured.

However, the post-1918 world proved to be a great challenge. Internationally, both countries were faced with the Second World War and world economic downturns in the 1930s and 1970s. While at home workers, women, youth, the poor and social, racial and ethnic minorities all struggled for greater representation, equal opportunities and economic security. Both countries would survive without political revolution occurring but would experience varying degrees of political, economic and social transformation.

In this route, students study:

Britain transformed, 1918–97
and either The USA, c1920–55: boom, bust and recovery

or The USA, 1955–92: conformity and challenge.
A student timeline is given at the end of this document.


Paper 1, Option 1H: Britain transformed, 1918–97
Overview

This option comprises a study of British history from the end of the First World War in 1918 to the election of Tony Blair as prime minister in 1997. During this time Britain was challenged by war, fluctuations in the economy, technological advancement and the desire for greater social equality. The response to these challenges has in many ways created the political, social and economic climate of the twenty-first century today.

In 1918, Britain emerged from the First World War a victorious power, having survived four years of one of the most destructive wars in history. However, the end of the war did not bring peace or prosperity or social stability. Britain was fighting against the communists in Russia, in massive debt to the USA and facing the social consequences of fighting a total war. Not only that but domestic problems which had been put on hold from 1914 were about to re-emerge: Irish independence, working-class protest and votes for women. Indeed, some commentators have gone as far as to suggest (jokingly) that with America becoming ‘top nation’ British history actually came to a ‘full stop’ in 1918. 

Option 1H will show that, far from coming to an end, the British response to the challenges of the twentieth century created a history which is dynamic, interesting and, at times, controversial. Britain experienced the General Strike (1926), the abdication crisis (1936), the Blitz (1940), the birth of the National Health Service (1948), the Suez Crisis (1956), the ‘Swinging Sixties’ and the election of the first woman Prime Minister (1979) to name just a few events.

The broad history of this period is one in which the male-dominated, class-based political and social system of 1918 was challenged both by those who felt excluded from the system and by the technological advances of the twentieth century. Historians differ in their opinions as to the extent to which this situation had been transformed by 1979 but clear trends can be identified. Many people became less deferent to the class system and more secular (less religious). More people gained the right to vote and political representation became more diverse. The rights of women along with social and ethnic minorities became increasingly recognised. A national welfare system was created to provide social security, health and education. A consensus emerged over the necessity of a mixed economy: part capitalist, part socialist. While technological developments modernised communications and saw the spread of mass popular culture. 

In the 1980s, the ability of Britain to adapt to these trends and challenges further came into question. The conservatism of Margaret Thatcher suggested that social and cultural changes had, in fact, undermined social stability, and that the mixed economy had undermined Britain’s economic strength by becoming imbalanced towards socialism. Her attempts to ‘roll back’ some of the trends of the previous decades were more successful in some areas than others and often very controversial. Historians still debate the impact of her time in office (1979–90). However, by 1997, at the end of 18 years of conservative government, most agree that politics and economics had become more conservative while social and cultural challenges continued apace.

Indeed, the arguments surrounding the role of public services, banking practices, moral values and national identity today can all be found in the controversy of the 1980s and the challenges brought about by the events of the twentieth century.

The option is divided into the following four themes, though students need to appreciate the linkages between themes, as questions may target the content of more than one. 

Theme 1: A changing political and economic environment, 1918–79
Theme 2: Creating a welfare state, 1918–79
Theme 3: Society in transition, 1918–79
Theme 4: The changing quality of life, 1918–79
The historical interpretations focus is: What impact did Thatcher’s governments (1979–90) have on Britain, 1979–97?
Content guidance

This section provides additional guidance on the specification content. It should be remembered that the official specification is the only authoritative source of information and should always be referred to for definitive guidance.
Themes 

The four themes identified require students to have an overview of political, social and economic change and aspects of cultural change across the time period. 
Students need to have knowledge of the specified themes and be able to analyse and evaluate cause, consequence, key features and change and make comparisons over and within the period studied in dealing with factors which brought about change. 
Theme 1: A changing political and economic environment, 1918–79

In studying Theme 1, students will need to understand the changing political and economic situation in Britain in the years from the end of the First World War to the election of Margaret Thatcher. They should also be aware of broad changes in working conditions, the patterns of industrial relations over the period and reasons for periods of strife and greater cooperation. Detailed knowledge of government ministries or economic policies is not expected but students should have an understanding of the nature of the governments in power, the economic situation at the time and the general policy measures taken. Any detailed knowledge of policy measures will be specified in other themes. 

Theme 2: Creating a welfare state, 1918–79

In studying Theme 2, students will need to understand the extent to which Britain developed a welfare state. They should understand the reasons for, and the impact of, changes experienced in Britain in the selected areas of social policy during the years 1918–79. Detailed knowledge of social legislation is not required unless specified, but students should have knowledge of general policy measures and the impact of change. With reference to the NHS and the challenge of medical advances, students should be aware of the impact of new opportunities and rising expectations. Students should have an understanding of the extent to which social policy was successful in facilitating wider opportunities.

Theme 3: Society in transition, 1918–79

In studying Theme 3, students will need to understand the patterns of, and reasons for, the transformation of British society in regard to class, social values, gender and race in the years 1918–79. Detailed knowledge of the legislation in relation to government policies regarding women and immigration is not required but students should be aware of the impact of changes in the law. Detailed knowledge of the British empire is not required but students should understand the influence of the empire, and its decline, on British attitudes towards racial minorities and on immigration. Students should understand the key trends and changing attitudes within society across the period and be able to assess the extent, and nature, of changes that occurred.

Theme 4: The changing quality of life, 1918–79

In studying Theme 4, students will need to understand the patterns of, and reasons for, the changing quality of life in Britain in the years 1918–79. They should understand, despite quantitative improvements in the standard of living overall, the reasons for, and nature of, differences in the quality of life in Britain during the period. Students should be aware of the influence of state intervention and social welfare measures on living standards. Students should understand the key trends in the specified areas of social life and be able to assess the extent, and nature, of changes that occurred.

Debate: What impact did Thatcher’s governments (1970–90) have on Britain, 1979–97?
The four issues identified in the specification highlight key aspects of the debate.

This topic focuses on the debate concerning the nature and effect of Margaret Thatcher’s three terms as prime minister from 1979–90, and the consequences to 1997. Students will need to know the main features of Thatcher’s monetarist economic policies, and her aims to regulate the powers of the trade unions and reduce the role of the state in British politics, economic and society. They will also need to be aware of her conservative social values and belief in self-help and individualism. Students will need to consider the extent to which monetarism was successful in overcoming economic problems, particularly unemployment, high interest rates and inflation, in the years to 1997. They will need to understand the effects of privatisation and reduced spending on the public sector. Students should be aware of the extent to which support for, and opposition to her policies, polarised politics and society during the 1980s, and the consequences for the Major governments to 1997. They should be aware of the effect of Thatcherism on the political climate and the consequences for all of the major political parties in Britain. Students should understand the extent of the debate as to whether Thatcher’s policies benefited or damaged Britain.

Mapping to 2008 specification 

There is overlap between the post-war content of this topic and the following topics from the 2008 specification:
· Unit 2, Option E, Topic E1: British Political History, 1945–90: Consensus and Conflict
· Unit 2, Option E, Topic E2: Mass Media, Popular Culture and Social Change in Britain since 1945
Resources and references

The table below lists a range of resources that could be used by teachers and/or students for this topic. This list will be updated as and when new resources become available: for example, if new textbooks are published. New textbooks for this route are expected to be published by Pearson and Hodder in 2015.

Inclusion of resources in this list does not constitute endorsement of those materials. While these resources — and others — may be used to support teaching and learning, the official specification and associated assessment guidance materials are the only authoritative source of information and should always be referred to for definitive guidance. Links to third-party websites are controlled by others and are subject to change.

	Resource
	Type
	For students and/or teachers?

	Andrew Boxer, The End of Consensus: Britain 1945–90 (Heinemann, 2009) 


	Textbook
	For students and teachers.
Full coverage of political, economic and social developments from 1945.

	Ian Cawood, Britain in the Twentieth Century (Routledge, 2004)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers.
Chapter 9 has a useful survey of social and economic change 1945–79.

	Stuart Clayton, Mass Media Popular Culture and Social Change in Britain since 1945 (Pearson, 2010)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers.
Excellent on cultural developments after 1945.

	Diana Laffin, Britain since 1945, Enquiring History (Hodder, 2013)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. 

	Michael Lynch, Britain 1900–51 (Hodder, 2008) 
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Full coverage of political and economic developments up to 1951.

	Michael Lynch, Britain 1945–2007 (Hodder, 2008)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers.
Full coverage of political and economic developments up to 1997.

	Malcolm Pearce and Geoffrey Stewart, British Political History 1867–2001 (Routledge, 2002)
	Textbook
	For teachers and students who like to explore issues in depth.

	Robert Pearce, Contemporary Britain 1914–1979 (Longman, 2004)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers.

Covers political, social and economic developments.

	Rex Pope, The British Economy since 1914: A Study in Decline? (Seminar Studies In History, Routledge, 1998)

	Textbook
	For teachers and students. A survey of economic developments from 1914–1990s.

	Rosemary Rees, Poverty and Public Health 1815–1948 (Heinemann, 2001) 
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Has a useful summary of public health provision 1900–46 in its postscript.

	Rosemary Rees, Britain 1890–1939 (Heinemann, 2003)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Useful chapters on the political developments after 1918 and the impact of the General Strike.

	Chris Rowe and Sally Waller, Britain, 1906–1951 (Nelson Thornes, 2008)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers.

	Chris Rowe, Sally Waller, The Making of Modern Britain, 1951–2007 (Nelson Thornes, 2009)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers.

	Geoff Stewart, British Political History 1945–90: Consensus and Conflict (Pearson, 2010)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers.

Full coverage of political, economic and social developments from 1945.

	Sally Waller, A Sixties Social Revolution?: British Society 1959–1975 (Nelson Thornes, 2008)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers.

	Peter Hennessy, Having it So Good: Britain in the Fifties (Penguin, 2007)
	Academic
	For teachers and students who enjoy research in depth.

	Jeffrey Hill, Sport, Leisure and Culture in Twentieth-Century Britain (Palgrave Mcmillan, 2002)
	Academic
	For teachers. 
Hill examines the social history of recreation, including: the development of spectator sports; the attractions of the cinema; tourism; the role of the media; the significance of clubs and societies.

	David Kynaston, Austerity Britain (Tales of a New Jerusalem) (Bloomsbury, 2008)

	Academic
	For teachers and students who enjoy research in depth. This book covers the period 1945–51.

	David Kynaston, Family Britain, 1951–1957 (Tales of a New Jerusalem) (Bloomsbury, 2010)
	Academic
	For teachers and students who enjoy research in depth. Very readable and focused on the lives of ordinary people.

	David Kynaston, Modernity Britain: Book One: Opening the Box, 1957–1959 (Bloomsbury 2013)
	Academic
	For teachers and students who enjoy research in depth. Very readable and focused on the lives of ordinary people.

	Andrew Marr, The Making of Modern Britain (Macmillan, 2009)
	Academic
	For teachers. Also accessible by students. Covers the interwar period.

	Andrew Marr, A History of Modern Britain (Pan, 2009)
	Academic
	For teachers. Also accessible by students. Includes some useful material on cultural developments after 1945.

	Kenneth O Morgan (editor), The Oxford History of Britain (Oxford University Press, revised edition, 2010)
	Academic
	For students and teachers. Good for tracing themes.

	Dominic Sandbrook, White Heat: A History of Britain in the Swinging Sixties 1964–1970 (Abacus 2009)

	Academic
	For teachers and students who enjoy research in depth. Very useful for looking at social change.

	Dominic Sandbrook, Never Had It So Good: A History of Britain from Suez to the Beatles (Abacus 2010)

	Academic
	For teachers and students who enjoy research in depth. Full coverage of political and social developments.

	Dominic Sandbrook, Seasons in the Sun: The Battle for Britain, 1974–1979 (Penguin, 2013)
	Academic
	For teachers and students. Very readable account of the turbulent years.

	History Today and History Review

Ian Cawood, Harold Wilson: A Reappraisal, History Review, 2006: 
www.historytoday.com/ian-cawood/harold-wilson-reappraisal
Liz Homans, Swinging Sixties: The Abolition of Capital Punishment, History Today, Volume 58, 2008: www.historytoday.com/liz-homans/swinging-sixties-abolition-capital-punishment
Paul Rich, Black People in Britain: Response and Reaction, 1945–62, History Today, Volume 36, 1986: www.historytoday.com/paul-rich/black-people-britain-response-and-reaction-1945-62
	Articles
	Accessible to students. A subscription is required to read articles online (£). 

	British Political Speech
www.britishpoliticalspeech.org/" 

www.britishpoliticalspeech.org/


	Website
	For teachers. The archive contains speeches by Conservative, Labour and Liberal/Liberal Democrat Party leaders going back to 1895.

	Spartacus Educational

http://spartacus-educational.com/
	Website
	For students. Useful starting point for research.

	BBC

Andrew Marr, The Making of Modern Britain (2009)
	DVD
	For students and teachers. Episodes 4–6 cover the period 1920–45.

	BBC

Andrew Marr, History of Modern Britain (2009)
	DVD
	For students and teachers. Five episodes spanning British history from 1945–2007.

	National Archives 
A themed document collection covering: the economy; rationing; housing; the National Health Service; race relations; cultural life; the Suez crisis and nuclear protest.
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/topics/fifties-britain.htm 
A themed document collection covering: protest; youth culture; women and employment; the economy; fashion; modernism; new technology; race relations and the Profumo affair. A few documents have been included for political context, for example on Northern Ireland and Vietnam.
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/topics/sixties-britain.htm
A document collection where some of the themes include: the economy; rationing; housing, the welfare state, the National Health Service and the nationalisation of coal, railways and electricity.

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/topics/attlees-britain.htm
A document collection where some of the themes include: unemployment; hunger marches; the economy; slum clearance; the National Government; fascism; the Peace Ballot and leisure. www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/topics/thirties-britain.htm 
The British Cabinet papers 1915–84:
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/ 
	Online materials
	For teachers and students.


What impact did Thatcher’s governments (1979–90) have on Britain, 1979–97?
The table below lists additional resources that may be useful for the historical interpretations topic.
	Resource
	Type
	For students and/or teachers?

	Anthony Seldon and Daniel Collings, Britain under Thatcher (Seminar Studies In History, Routledge, 1999)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Useful analysis.

	Margaret Thatcher, The Downing Street Years (HarperPress, 2012)
	Autobiography
	For teachers and students.

	Margaret Thatcher, The Path to Power (HarperPress, 2012)
	Autobiography
	For teachers and students. Covers the period up to the Conservative electoral victory in 1979.

	Jonathan Aitkin, Margaret Thatcher: Power and Personality (Bloomsbury Continuum, 2014)
	Academic
	For teachers. An insider’s view on Mrs Thatcher.

	Eric J, Evans, Thatcher and Thatcherism (The Making of the Contemporary World) (Routledge, 2013)
	Academic
	For teachers. Analytical with balanced accounts.

	Simon Jenkins, Thatcher and Sons: A Revolution in Three Acts (Penguin, 2007)
	Academic
	For teachers. Focused on Thatcher’s economic policy and it legacy.

	Dennis A Kavanah, Thatcherism and British Politics: The End of Consensus? (Oxford University Press, 1987)
	Academic
	For teachers. Comprehensive study of the significance of the Thatcher era.

	Charles Moore, Margaret Thatcher: The Authorized Biography, Volume One: Not For Turning (Penguin, 2014)
	Academic
	For teachers

	Alwyn W Turner, Rejoice! Rejoice!: Britain in the 1980s (Aurum Press Ltd, 2013)
	Academic
	For teachers and students. An insight into the political, economic and cultural developments of the decade.

	Alwyn W Turner, A Classless Society: Britain in the 1990s (Aurum Press Ltd, 2014)
	Academic
	For teachers and students. Covers the impact of Thatcherism.

	Kent Matthews, Patrick Minford, Stephen Nickell and Elhanan Helpman, Mrs Thatcher's Economic Policies 1979–1987, Economic Policy, Volume 2, Number 5, The Conservative Revolution, October 1987, pages 57–101.
Available online: www.jstor.org/stable/1344621
	Article
	For teachers. Academic article looking at Thatcher’s economic policies.
Subscription needed (£). 

	David Metz, Maggie’s Lucky Strike, History Today, Volume 54, 2004: www.historytoday.com/david-metz/maggie%E2%80%99s-lucky-strike
	Article
	Accessible to students. Subscription required to access article online (£). 
Examination of the miners’ strike.

	The Iron Lady (2011)
	Film
	For teachers and students. Oscar winning portrayal of Thatcher’s life.

	The Rise and Fall of Margaret Thatcher (2013)
	Film
	For teachers and students. Docudrama of Thatcher’s time in government.

	Margaret Thatcher, The Iron Lady (2012)
	Documentary
	For teachers and students. Documentary of Thatcher’s career with contributions by leading newsmen and politicians.


Paper 2, Option 2H.1: The USA, c1920–55: boom, bust and recovery
Overview

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, steam power and new technology had made Britain the workshop of the world: electrical power and the assembly line did the same for American industry in the early twentieth century. An age of mass production was ushered in, most typically seen in Detroit, where Henry Ford’s automobiles were the force driving industrial production. A devastated Europe had to redevelop its industrial base, but the USA filled the gap and dominated world trade in the 1920s.
This economic boom was built on shaky foundations, especially in the banking system, and the collapse of several banks, along with the Wall Street Crash of 1929, led America into a major depression. Despite Roosevelt’s best efforts through his New Deal, features of the depression lasted throughout the 1930s and were only effectively ended with America’s entry into the Second World War in 1941.

The USA’s mainland was not affected by the war, and, just as in the 1920s, the post-war years saw sustained economic growth. A massive highway construction programme led to the growth of the suburbs and the Levittown projects, and to a consumer society centred on the automobile, television and the shopping mall.

After the civil war of 1861–65 the rights of black Americans were enshrined in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, but these were hedged round with so many qualifications, that America developed into a bitterly segregated society. The 1920s saw the racist Ku Klux Klan at the height of its influence and power, and discrimination against all minorities was a feature of this whole period. Black Americans were excluded from the benefits of the boom, though their economic position improved somewhat under the New Deal. In the decade after 1945 there was slow but discernible change for black Americans, thanks to the legal work of the NAACP and the political contribution made by President Truman. By 1955, the growing numbers of civil rights groups were well prepared to campaign for equal status for all Americans, whatever their colour.

Cultural change is a theme which runs through this whole option. The 1920s saw an astonishing explosion of black culture, the Harlem Renaissance, which included notable writers, poets and intellectuals. The music scene was transformed by artists such as Louis Armstrong, Count Basie and Bessie Smith, the ‘Empress of the Blues’. The New Deal’s Works Progress Administration encouraged the work of many writers and musicians. The cinema grew in popularity, especially during the war and through the popularity of Disney cartoons. Perhaps the most dramatic changes of all came after 1945, with the growth of national television networks and, from the early 1950s, with the creation of a separate teenage culture inspired by rock’n’roll.
The option is divided into the following four key topics, though students need to appreciate the linkages between topics, as questions may target the content of more than one key topic.

Topic 1. Boom and crash, 1920–29
Topic 2. Depression and New Deal, 1929–38
Topic 3. Impact of the New Deal and the Second World War on the USA to 1945
Topic 4. The transformation of the USA, 1945–55
Content guidance

This section provides additional guidance on the specification content. It should be remembered that the official specification is the only authoritative source of information and should always be referred to for definitive guidance.
Overview 
The focus of this unit is on key economic, social and cultural changes in the USA in the years c1920–55, the often dramatic nature and pace of change, and the effects of these changes on the lives of the American people. 

Students will be required to place documentary extracts in their historical context, but the knowledge they will need to have will be central to that specified in the topics. 

Although the unit topics are clarified separately below, students need to appreciate the linkages between them since questions, including document questions, may be set which target the content of more than one topic. For example, students might draw on elements from Topics 1, 3 and 4 to consider the changing status of women over time, or they might draw on content from all four topics to explore aspects of change in popular culture. 

Topic 1: Boom and crash, 1920–29

The topic covers social, economic and cultural changes during the 1920s. Students need to understand the extent of economic prosperity during the 1920s and the impact this had on both social and cultural change. In studying technological change, they should consider the automobile and its significance.
Detailed knowledge of the features of the Jazz Age and the Harlem Renaissance is not required, but students need to understand the extent to which they affected the culture of the 1920s. 

Students need to be aware of the links between growing prosperity in the 1920s and the development of popular culture such as spectator sports, radio and the cinema. 

Topic 2: Depression and New Deal, 1929–40

The topic covers the years from the beginning of the depression to the end of Roosevelt’s New Deal in 1940. Students need to understand the effects of the depression on different people, including those who benefited from it. 

In considering ‘gangsterism’, students need to be aware of the increased notoriety of criminal activity such as bank robberies, and the extent to which the growth of organised crime was linked to the depression.

Students should be aware of the range of policies adopted to deal with the country’s financial and economic difficulties. They should understand the extent to which Hoover broke with laissez-faire. Detailed knowledge of the activities of each of the alphabet agencies is not required; they should be taken as sets of measures aimed at tackling different aspects of the depression.

Topic 3: Impact of the New Deal and the Second World War on the USA to 1945

The topic covers the effects of the New Deal and of the Second World War on US society. Students should understand the extent to which both the New Deal and US involvement in the war helped to revive the economy.

Students should understand the links between the changing economic status of women and young people and cultural changes which took place during the war.

Topic 4: The transformation of the USA, 1945–55

The topic addresses some of the dramatic changes which took place in the economy, society and culture of the USA in the decade after 1945. Students will understand the reasons for, and the effects of, the migration of people from countryside to town, and especially to the suburbs.

Students will understand the growing cultural diversity in the USA, notably the reasons for, and the nature of, the development of a separate teenage culture. They should note the increasing power of television in the early 1950s and the extent to which it reflected changes in society and culture.
Mapping to 2008 specification 

There is overlap between this topic and the following topic from the 2008 specification: Unit 3, Option C, Topic C2: The United States, 1917–54: Boom, Bust and Recovery.

	2015 specification
	2008 specification

	Boom and crash, 
1920–29
	The economic boom of the 1920s: mass production; technological advances and their impact on leisure; the automobile; hire purchase; laissez faire; farmers, black Americans and limits to the boom. 
	Bullet point 1: The economy of the United States in the 1920s. Centres will have covered the reasons for the prosperity of the 1920s, including the way in which government policies helped create and perpetuate this ‘boom’, tax reductions and Coolidge’s general policy of ‘laissez faire’.

	
	Causes of the crash of 1929: the Wall Street Crash; overproduction; land speculation; the bull market; weaknesses of the banking system.
	Associated controversy 1: Why did the United States suffer such a serious depression in the years 1929–33? Centres will have covered the nature of the depression in the years 1929–33, both long and short term causes of this and why it lasted so long. They will have studied structural imbalances within the USA, the weaknesses in the US banking system and the lack of financial regulation by the federal government and the problems of international trade.

	
	Changes in society; immigration and the ‘Red Scare’; the Ku Klux Klan; prohibition and organised crime; the changing role of women.
	Bullet point 2: Political and social tensions, 1917–33. Centres will have covered the activities of the Ku Klux Klan; prohibition and organised crime; federal immigration policy and the Red Scare; racial tensions and the women’s suffrage issue. 

	
	Cultural change in the 1920s: the Jazz Age; the Harlem Renaissance; growing popularity of baseball; radio and the cinema; American literature. 
	New content, although centres may well have used examples to illustrate the Jazz Age, eg The Great Gatsby and examples from the Harlem Renaissance to explore the position of African Americans in the 1920s.

	Depression and New Deal, 
1929–38


	The spread of the depression, 1929–32: growth of unemployment; collapse of GDP; effects on workers, families, farmers and ethnic minorities; ‘gangsterism’.
	Associated controversy 1: Why did the United States suffer such a serious depression in the years 1929–33? Centres will have covered the spread of the depression through their study for the first controversy which is likely to have included its impact on the range of different groups in American society.

	
	Hoover’s response to the depression, 1929–33: the Smoot-Hawley Tariff; homelessness and the Hoovervilles; the Reconstruction Finance Corporation; Emergency Relief and Construction Act 1932.
	Associated controversy 1: Why did the United States suffer such a serious depression in the years 1929–33? Centres are likely to have covered the response to the depression by the Hoover administration including the protectionist policy and increases in federal funding to alleviate the depression.

	
	Roosevelt and the First New Deal, 1933–35: emergency relief; public works; the alphabet agencies; help for farmers; reforming the financial system; opposition to Roosevelt’s policies, including Huey Long and the Supreme Court. 
	Associated controversy 2: How successful was the impact of the New Deal to 1941? Centres are likely to have covered the measures implemented by Roosevelt in the First New Deal. 
Bullet point 3: Opposition to Roosevelt as president, 1933–45. Centres will have covered Supreme Court opposition via its legal rulings and Roosevelt’s response to it. They are likely to have covered Huey Long’s ‘Share our Wealth’ campaign as well as opposition from businesses and farmers.

	
	The Second New Deal, 1935–38: the Wagner Act 1935; the Social Security Act 1935; the Revenue Act 1935; opposition to the Second New Deal. 
	Associated controversy 2: How successful was the impact of the New Deal to 1941? Centres are likely to have covered the measures implemented by Roosevelt in the Second New Deal. 
Bullet point 3: Opposition to Roosevelt as president, 1933–45. Centres will have covered Supreme Court opposition and Roosevelt’s ‘court packing’ bill. 

	Impact of the New Deal and the Second World War on the USA to 1945
	The New Deal and the economy: the impact of New Deal policies on unemployment and national infrastructure; women and the New Deal, including the role of Eleanor Roosevelt; the state of the US economy in 1940.
	Associated controversy 2: How successful was the impact of the New Deal to 1941? Centres are likely to have covered the impact of the New Deal on the economy as a whole and on different social groups. They are likely to have assessed the state of the US economy by 1940.

	
	The impact of the New Deal and the war on ethnic minorities: New Deal policies and black Americans; the Indian Reorganisation Act 1934; change for Hispanic Americans; the contribution of ethnic minorities to the war effort; the race riots of 1943; the Double V campaign.
	Associated controversy 2: How successful was the impact of the New Deal to 1941? Centre may have considered the impact of the New Deal on the ethnic monitories.

	
	Social and cultural changes: WPA support for writers and musicians; changes in the role of women, including impact of the Fair Employment Practices Commission on the status of women and black Americans; wartime domestic propaganda; the power of Hollywood, including war films and the rise of Disney; the growing power of radio; popular music.
	Related to the second controversy but for most centres this is likely to be new content.

	
	The war and the economy, 1941–45: the collapse of unemployment; women and the war effort; the contribution of young people; growing power of trade unions; migration to urban and industrial centres; the growth of new industries.
	Bullet point 4: The USA, 1941–54: the impact of war. Centres are likely to have covered the growth of federal intervention in the economy in the period 1941–45. They will have considered the economic benefits of the war for US society and are likely to have looked at its impact on the role of women, on trades unions and urbanisation.


	The transformation of the USA, 1945–55
	Economic transformation: changing employment opportunities; government policies to encourage growth; the provision of mortgages for veterans; growing mobility, including cars and highway construction; the growth of the suburbs; Levittown projects; the new consumer society.
	Bullet point 4: The USA, 1941–54: the impact of war. Centres will have looked at the longer term impact of the Second World War and the foundations it laid for the post-war boom. 

	
	The end of post-war euphoria: HUAC, McCarthyism and their impact; anti-communism and the Cold War context; the reality of the nuclear age, including Ethel and Julius Rosenberg.
	Bullet point 4: The USA, 1941–54: the impact of war and the significance of anti-communism. Centres will have covered the impact of McCarthyism on US society why so many people supported the anti-communist and anti-trade union activity.

	
	Cultural change: Hollywood and the Cold War; the growing power of television, including popular entertainment and sitcoms, the stereotyping of women and ethnic minorities; the origins of a teenage culture, including rock’n’roll.
	Related to the fourth bullet point but for most centres this is likely to be new content.

	
	The changing status of minorities: Truman’s desegregation of the armed forces; extent of integration in professional sports and popular entertainment; the growth of the NAACP; the Brown case 1954; the extent of change by 1955.
	Centres who have studied Unit 1 Option D, Topic D5: Pursuing Life and Liberty: Equality in the USA: 1945–68 will have covered this in bullet point 1. 


Resources and references

The table below lists a range of resources that could be used by teachers and/or students for this topic. This list will be updated as and when new resources become available: for example, if new textbooks are published. New textbooks for this route are expected to be published by Pearson and Hodder in 2015.

Inclusion of resources in this list does not constitute endorsement of those materials. While these resources — and others — may be used to support teaching and learning, the official specification and associated assessment guidance materials are the only authoritative source of information and should always be referred to for definitive guidance. Links to third-party websites are controlled by others and are subject to change.
	Resource
	Type
	For students and/or teachers?

	Robin Bunce, Pursuing Life and Liberty: Equality in the USA, 1945–1968 (Pearson, 2009)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Covers the civil rights movement in the eras of Truman and Eisenhower.

	Mark S Byrnes, The Truman Years, 1945–1953 (Seminar Studies In History, Routledge, 2000)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Contains useful source material and analysis.

	Peter Clements, Prosperity, Depression and the New Deal: The USA 1890–1954 (Hodder, 2008)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Full coverage of the period.

	Richard V Damms, The Eisenhower Presidency 1953–61 (Seminar Studies In History, Pearson, 2002)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Contains useful source material and analysis.

	Alan Farmer, An Introduction to American History, 1860–1990 (Access to History Context, Hodder, 2002)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Full coverage of the period.

	Derrick Murphy, - United States 1776–1992 (Flagship History, Collins Educational, 2001) 
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Full coverage of the period.

	Joanne de Pennington, Modern America, The USA, 1865 to the Present (Hodder Murray, 2005)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Useful for source activities.

	Chris Rowe, USA, 1890–1945 (Nelson Thornes, 2008)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Full coverage of the period.

	Geoff Stewart and Les Barker, The United States 1917–54: Boom Bust & Recovery (Pearson, 2010)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Full coverage of the period.

	Susan Willoughby and Doug Willoughby, The USA, 1917–45 (Heinemann, 2000)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Full coverage of the period.

	Hugh Brogan, The Penguin History of the USA (Penguin, 1999)
	Academic
	For teachers. Useful analysis.

	Clayborne Carson (editor), The Eyes on the Prize - Civil Rights Reader: Documents, Speeches and Firsthand Accounts from the Black Freedom Fighters, 1954–1990 (Prentice-Hall, 1992)
	Academic
	For students and teachers. Contains useful source material and commentaries. 

	Susan Currell, American Culture in the 1920s (Twentieth-century American Culture) (Edinburgh University Press, 2009)
	Academic
	For teachers. Includes chapters on literature, music and performance, film and radio.

	Stanley I Cutler and David J Goldberg, Discontented America: The United States in the 1920s (The American Moment) (John Hopkins University Press, 1999)
	Academic
	For teachers. In depth exploration of the developments in the 1920s.

	Michael R Gardner, Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage and Political Risks (Southern Illinois University Press, 2003)
	Academic
	For teachers looking for a more in-depth analysis of Truman and civil rights.

	David M Kennedy, Freedom from Fear: The American People in Depression and War 1929–1945 (Oxford University Press, 2001)
	Academic
	For teachers. Full coverage of the Hoover and Roosevelt administrations.

	William E Leuchtenburg, Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal: 1932–1940 (Harper Perennial, 2009)
	Academic
	For teachers. In-depth analysis of the New Deal.

	Michael E Parrish, Anxious Decades: America in Prosperity and Depression 1920–1941 
(W W Norton and Company, 1994)
	Academic
	For teachers. Full coverage of the Hoover and Roosevelt administrations.

	James T Patterson, Grand Expectations: The United States, 1945–1974 (Oxford History of the United States, Oxford University Press, 1998)
	Academic
	For teachers and students. Full coverage of political, economic and social developments in these years.

	Levittown: Documents of an Ideal American Suburb

http://tigger.uic.edu/~pbhales/Levittown.html
	Website
	For teachers and students. Useful visual resources.

	Cars and consumerism www.shmoop.com/1950s/society.html
	Website
	For teachers and students. Useful starting point for research into 1950s consumerism.

	“Thanks for the Memories!”: Hollywood’s Role in World War II
http://academic.mu.edu/meissnerd/hollywood.html
	Website
	For teachers and students. Useful starting point for research into Hollywood during the Second World War.

	America as a World Leader: Internal Change
www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook48.asp
	Website
	For teachers and students. Includes contemporary sources on McCarthyism.

	History Channel
Harlem Renaissance

www.history.com/topics/black-history/harlem-renaissance
	Documentary
	For teachers and students. A useful documentary that explores the Harlem Renaissance and cultural developments in the 1920s.

	The Century: America’s Time 
	Documentary
	For teachers and students. Three episodes cover the period from the 1920s to the 1950s. Can be located online

	The Untouchables (1987)
	Film
	For teachers and students. Watchable dramatisation of prohibition and the capture of Al Capone.

	The Great Gatsby (1974)
The Great Gatsby (2013)
	Film
	For teachers and students. Fictional account of the depression era.


Paper 2, Option 2H.2: The USA, 1955–92: conformity and challenge
Overview

This option comprises a study in depth of the USA in the years 1955–92, from post-1945 affluence, through racial and political protests in the 1960s, to the rise of right-wing groups in the 1980s and the America of Ronald Reagan.

In 1955, the USA was experiencing a period of unparalleled affluence. Unlike Britain, where victory in the Second War had brought a decade of austerity, the USA had emerged from the war both victorious and prosperous. The America of 1955 was a vibrant, self-confident country exporting its ideas and values across the world in the form of political influence and popular culture. President Eisenhower, who as army general had organised the D-Day invasion of Normandy in 1944, governed a country with super-power status.
1950s America seemed to exude youth. The post-war economic boom produced both consumer goods and babies. The children born during and just after the Second World War — the ‘baby boomers’ — were growing up and their parents had the money to provide them with material things. Advertising discovered more and more products to sell to these ‘teenagers’ and popular culture catered for their taste in entertainment. Meanwhile a youthful presidential candidate — John F Kennedy — was promising America that the 1960s would be a ‘New Frontier’ to rival the ‘Old Frontier’ of the American West.

However, underneath this affluence and confidence lay challenges which would become more apparent as the decades moved on. Not everyone benefited from the post-war boom and conservative American values placed suspicion on those who did not conform. Most African-Americans and other ethnic minorities suffered discrimination and lived on the poverty line, many women felt frustrated by a life of domesticity in the all-American home, and those with radical views were often condemned as ‘communist traitors’. 

On 1 December 1955, one act of defiance brought the tensions between those who benefited and those who did not into stark reality: Rosa Parks, an African-American seamstress, at the end of a long working day refused to give up her seat on a crowded bus to a white customer. The history of the two decades after this event is the history of how these tensions unfolded further and helped to shape the USA of today. American prosperity continued through the 1960s, mirrored in its popular culture, but social tensions and political events challenged its security. The civil rights movement won advancements but many became radicalised in the process. The fight against the spread of communism brought the Vietnam War, which questioned the might of American power, undermined the presidency and put the lives of America’s youth at risk. Four men prominent in American politics were assassinated. A counter-culture emerged. 

Many Americans hoped that the 1970s would bring greater stability. However, despite continued super-power status and the advance of American popular culture, it only brought further challenges. Conservative America hoped that President Nixon would bring stability but he resigned amid scandal and corruption. Presidents Ford (Republican) and Carter (Democrat) found themselves dealing with both social tensions and economic downturn. 

In the 1980s, the tensions did not go away but the 1980 presidential election ushered in 12 years of Republican rule. Ronald Reagan’s presidency was as controversial as Margaret Thatcher’s in Britain. Just as in Britain, while politics and economics became more conservative, so social advancement continued to some degree. However, in America the social and cultural values polarised even more. Today, ‘Obama-care’ may have introduced health insurance for more Americans than ever before but ultra-conservative Republicanism is also thriving. 
The option is divided into the following four topics, though students need to appreciate the linkages between topics, as questions may target the content of more than one topic.

Topic 1. Affluence and conformity, 1955–63
Topic 2. Protest and reaction, 1963–72
Topic 3. Social and political change, 1973–80
Topic 4. Republican dominance and its opponents, 1981–92
Content guidance

This section provides additional guidance on the specification content. It should be remembered that the official specification is the only authoritative source of information and should always be referred to for definitive guidance.
Overview

The focus of this unit is on key social, cultural and political changes in the USA in the years 1955–92, the often dramatic nature and pace of change, and the effects of these changes on the lives of the American people. 

Students will be required to place documentary extracts in their historical context, but the knowledge they will need to have will be central to that specified in the topics. 

Although the topics are clarified separately below, students need to appreciate the linkages between them since questions, including document questions, may be set which target the content of more than one topic. For example, students might draw on elements from Topics 1 and 2 to consider the changing status of African Americans over time, or they might draw on content from all four topics to explore aspects of change in popular culture. 

Topic 1: Affluence and conformity, 1955–63

The topic covers changes in America in the years 1955–63. Students need to understand the extent of economic prosperity during these years, and the impact this had on both social and cultural change. 

Detailed knowledge of the activities of the civil rights movement is not required, but students need to understand the impact of the movement on politics and society, and the extent to which the status of African Americans changed in the stated period. 

Students need to be aware of the main features of the New Frontier’s action to tackle poverty, and the extent of Kennedy’s success in this field by 1963. 

Topic 2: Protest and reaction, 1963–72

The topic covers the dramatic changes which affected US society in the aftermath of Kennedy’s assassination. Students should understand the changing nature of the civil rights campaigns exemplified by the activities of King and Malcolm X. 

Although coverage of the conflict in Vietnam is not required, students should understand the impact of key events such as Tet and My Lai on protest movements and on reactions to them. Students should understand Johnson’s ambitions for the Great Society and the extent to which his policies changed the lives of many Americans. They should be aware of the actions taken by Nixon to roll back some features of the Great Society. 

Students should understand that developments within the counter-culture from the time of the Democratic Convention in 1968 had an increasingly negative impact on the movement and influenced the rise of the ‘silent majority’.

Topic 3: Social and political change, 1973–80

The topic covers the years 1973–80, when the USA faced a number of political and economic challenges. Detailed knowledge of the events surrounding the Watergate affair is not required, but students should understand its impact on both executive government and popular attitudes towards politics. They should be aware of the disillusion with the political process, especially among young people, and the latter’s growing interest in environmental concerns.

Students should understand the domestic and foreign challenges to the US economy in these years, and the social impact of key economic developments. 
Students should understand the extent to which individual and civil rights were extended during this period, considering both successes and limits to progress. In considering issues of gay rights, students should be aware of the limits of change in this period, and the significance of the Democratic Party’s endorsement of gay rights in 1980.

Topic 4: Republican dominance and its opponents, 1981–92

The topic addresses the years of Republican power under Reagan and Bush and the growing social and cultural tensions which divided US society. Students should be aware of the politics of ‘Reaganomics’, and the extent to which Reagan’s policies tackled the country’s economic problems. 

Students should understand the significance of the Religious Right and the extent to which the clash between liberal and conservative attitudes divided society and politics. They should be aware of the extent to which popular culture challenged conservative society by reflecting liberal attitudes such as sexual and social freedoms and drug-taking.

 Mapping to 2008 specification 
There is overlap between this topic and the following topics from the 2008 specification: 
· Unit 1, Option D, Topic D5: Pursuing Life and Liberty: Equality in the USA, 1945–68. Overlap with civil rights content in key topics 1 and 2.
· Unit 1, Option D, Topic D6: Ideology, Conflict and Retreat: the USA in Asia, 1950–73. Some overlap with aspects of key topic 2.
· Unit 1, Option D, Topic D7: Politics, Presidency and Society in the USA, 1968–2001. Some overlap with key topics 3 and 4. 
Resources and references

The table below lists a range of resources that could be used by teachers and/or students for this topic. This list will be updated as and when new resources become available: for example, if new textbooks are published. New textbooks for this route are expected to be published by Pearson and Hodder in 2015.

Inclusion of resources in this list does not constitute endorsement of those materials. While these resources — and others — may be used to support teaching and learning, the official specification and associated assessment guidance materials are the only authoritative source of information and should always be referred to for definitive guidance. Links to third-party websites are controlled by others and are subject to change.

	Resource
	Type
	For students and/or teachers?

	Robin Bunce, Pursuing Life and Liberty: Equality in the USA, 1945–1968 (Pearson, 2009)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Covers the civil rights movement in from the Eisenhower Presidency to the end of the LBJ presidency.

	Richard V Damms, The Eisenhower Presidency 1953–61 (Seminar Studies In History, Pearson, 2002)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Contains useful source material and analysis.

	Alan Farmer: An Introduction to American History, 1860-1990 (Access to History Context, Hodder, 2002)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Full coverage of the period.

	Ron Field, Civil Rights in America, 1865–1980 (Cambridge Perspectives in History, Cambridge University Press, 2002)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Useful source material.

	Derrick Murphy, Flagship History - United States 1776–1992 (Collins Educational, 2001) 
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Full coverage of the period.

	David Paterson et al, Civil Rights in the USA, 1863–1980 (Heinemann, 2001)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Full coverage of the civil rights movement.

	Joanne de Pennington, Modern America, The USA, 1865 to the Present (Hodder Murray, 2005)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Useful for source activities.

	Vivienne Sanders, Access to History: Civil Rights in the USA 1945–68 (Hodder, 2008)
	Textbook
	For students and teachers. Full coverage of the civil rights movement.

	Vivienne Sanders, Politics, Presidency and Society in the USA, 1968–2001 (Hodder, 2008) 
	Textbook
	For teachers and students. 
Covers the presidencies from Nixon, to George Bush.

	Hugh Brogan, The Penguin History of the USA (Penguin, 1999)
	Academic
	For teachers. Useful analysis.

	Clayborne Carson (editor), The Eyes on the Prize - Civil Rights Reader: Documents, Speeches and Firsthand Accounts from the Black Freedom Fighters, 1954–1990 (Prentice-Hall, 1992)
	Academic
	For students and teachers. Contains useful source material and commentaries.

	Robert Cook, Sweet Land of Liberty?: The African-American Struggle for Civil Rights in the Twentieth Century (Studies In Modern History, Routledge, 1997)
	Academic
	For students and teachers. Focus on the grass roots movement.

	Robert Dallek, John F. Kennedy, An Unfinished Life (Penguin, 2003)
	Academic
	For teachers and students who enjoy biographies.

	Peniel E Joseph, The Black Power Movement: Rethinking the Civil Rights-Black Power Era (Routledge, 2006)
	Academic
	For teachers. Essays on the Black Power era.

	Peter J Ling, Martin Luther King Jr (Routledge Historical Biographies, Routledge, 2002)
	Academic
	For teachers and students who enjoy biographies.

	James T Patterson, Grand Expectations: The United States, 1945–1974 (Oxford History of the United States, Oxford University Press, 1998)

	Academic
	For teachers and students. Full coverage of political, economic and social developments in these years.

	Peter Wallison, Ronald Reagan: The Power Of Conviction And The Success Of His Presidency (Basic Books, 2004)
	Academic
	For teachers. Assesses the success of Reagan’s economic policies.

	Malcolm X, Autobiography of Malcolm X (Penguin, 2007)
	Autobiography 
	For teachers and students who enjoy autobiographies. Useful source material.

	Fordham University 

Modern Social Movements: www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook56.asp
Pop Culture: www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook60.asp
America as a World Leader: Internal Change: www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook48.asp
	Website
	For students and teachers. Source material.

	National Archives 
A collection of source documents that relate to protests, racial tension and the state and federal government response to calls for equal rights for black Americans in the 1950s and 1960s: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/topics/civil-rights.htm 
Section on Martin Luther King with documents: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/heroesvillains/
	
	

	Viv Saunders, Sport and 20th Century American Society, History Review, 2010: www.historytoday.com/viv-saunders/sport-and-20th-century-american-society
	Article (£)
	For teachers.

An exploration of how sport and society are intertwined.

Subscription required to access article online (£).

	Spartacus Educational

http://spartacus-educational.com/USA.htm

	Website
	For students and teachers. Useful starting point for research. Includes contemporary sources.

	Malcolm X (1992)
	Film
	For teachers and students. Film dramatisation of the life of Malcolm X. Some inaccuracies.

	ABC

The Century America's Time 
	Documentary
	For teachers and students. Five episodes cover the period from 1953 to the 1990s. Can be found online.

	All the President’s Men (1967)
	Film
	For teachers and students. Film dramatisation of the uncovering of Watergate. Some inaccuracies.

	Nixon (1996)
	Film
	For teachers and students. Film dramatisation of the life of Richard Nixon and the impact of Watergate.

	Parkland (2013)
	Film 
	For teachers and students. Film dramatisation of the assassination of JFK and the Zebrugger film.


Student timeline

The timeline below includes the Paper 1 Britain topic on the left and both the Paper 2 USA topics on the right. Although students will study only one Paper 2 topic, the inclusion of both within one timeline is designed to give students a wider context. The timeline below could be given to students be further edited and added to by them. Students may find it useful to colour-code events, for example highlighting the different Paper 1 themes in different colours.

Inclusion of dates and events in this timeline should not be taken as an indication that these are prescribed or that students must know them all: the official specification and associated assessment guidance materials are the only authoritative source of information and should always be referred to for definitive guidance.

	Britain 
	
	USA

	Representation of the People Act (vote for many women age 30 and over)
Education Act (school leaving age)
‘Coupon Election’ — coalition government — Lloyd George prime minister
	1918 end of First World War
	Eighteenth Amendment (prohibition)


	Housing Act (low income housing)
Race riots in the ports of Cardiff and Liverpool
	1919
	Nineteenth Amendment vote to women

4 million workers participated in strikes

Red Scare 

	The Sex Discrimination Removal Act
	1920
	1920s economic boom

Ford Motor Company produced one car every 60 seconds

Census (population 51 per cent urban) 

Warren Harding elected as president (Republican)

	
	1921
	Emergency Tariff Act

Emergency Immigration Act 

Federal Highway Act 

Sheppard-Towler Act 

	British Broadcasting Company (first radio broadcast)
October: Conservative MPs abandoned the coalition

November: Election — Conservative government — Andrew Bonar Law prime minister
Law of Property Act 
	1922
	Taxation reduced

Fordney-Cumber Act 

	Housing Act (council housing)
December: Election – hung parliament Minority Conservative government: Stanley Baldwin prime minister
	1923
	Death of Harding (Calvin Coolidge sworn in as president)
Agricultural Credits Act

Ku Klux Klan claimed 5 million members

	January: Collapse of Baldwin’s government. Minority Labour government, Ramsay MacDonald prime minister
Zinoviev Letter Crisis

October: Election — Conservative government —Stanley Baldwin prime minister
	1924

Dawes Plan
	Johnson-Reed Immigration Act 

	Currency returned to the gold standard

Samuel Commission set up to investigate mining industry

Pensions Act Health insurance extended 
	1925
	Ford Motor Company produced one car every 10 seconds
Scopes or ‘Monkey Trial’ 

	The General Strike
	1926
	

	Trade Disputes Act 

BBC established by a Royal Charter
	1927
	Execution of Sacco and Vanzetti 

	Parliamentary Reform Act (vote to all women 21 and over)
	1928
	Herbert Hoover elected as president (Republican)

17,000 cinemas in the USA

	BBC (first television broadcast)
May: Election — Labour government — Ramsay MacDonald prime minister
	1929

Young Plan 

Wall Street Crash
	7 billion dollars worth of goods sold on credit

618 radio stations in the USA

24 October: Black Thursday 

	Coal Mines Act 

Unemployment Insurance Act Housing Act (slum clearance)
	1930
	Smoot-Hawley Tariff raised US tariffs 

	Financial crisis

October: Election — National government — Ramsay MacDonald prime minister
Means Test introduced 
	1931
	Moratorium on foreign debts postponed collection of foreign debts

National Credit Corporation established

	Unemployment peaks at 2.64 million
	1932
	Hoover’s measures to combat the Depression:

· Johnson Act

· Federal Home Loan Act

· Emergency Relief and Construction Act

· Reconstruction Finance Corporation established

Franklin D Roosevelt elected as president (Democrat)

	National Housing Act (slum clearance)
London Transport Act (public transport)
	1933
	Twenty-First Amendment – abolition of Prohibition

Emergency Banking Relief Act

Farm Credit Act

First New Deal introduced:

· Agricultural Adjustment Act

· Tennessee Valley Authority

· National Industrial Recovery Act

· Public Works Administration

· Civilian Conservation Corps

· Federal Emergency Relief Act

	Unemployment Act 
Special Areas Act provided aid for Scotland, Tyneside, Cumberland and South Wales
	1934
	Indian Reorganisation Act

Liberty League established

Huey Long established opposition to the New Deal

	Election — National government — Stanley Baldwin prime minister
Housing Act (overcrowding)
	1935
	Second New Deal introduced:

· Social Security Act

· Emergency Relief Appropriation Act

· Revenue Act (Wealth Tax)

· Wagner-Connery National Labor Relations Act

· Rural Electrification Act

· Banking Act

	Jarrow March Education Act (school leaving)
	1936
	Franklin D Roosevelt re-elected as president
Roosevelt’s battle with the Supreme Court

	Neville Chamberlain became prime minister
Special Area Act (business relocation)
Matrimonial Causes Act (divorce)
	1937
	Wagner-Steagall National Housing Act
‘Roosevelt recession’

	
	1938
	Second Agricultural Adjustment Act

Fair Labor Standards Act

Revenue Act

House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) established

	
	1939

Outbreak of the Second World War
	

	January: Rationing introduced

September: The Blitz began
	1940
	Franklin D Roosevelt re-elected as president

	Free school milk introduced

Compulsory enlistment of women into the Uniformed Auxiliary Services
	1941

Germany invades Russia
	Lend-Lease approved

Fair Employment Practices Committee (FEPC) 
Pearl Harbor: USA joined the Second World War

	Beveridge Report
	1942
	Double V campaign 

Congress on Racial Equality (CORE) founded

	
	1943
	Race riots in Harlem and Detroit

	Butler’s Education Act 
	1944

D-Day
	Franklin D Roosevelt re-elected as president

	July: Election — Labour government — Clement Attlee prime minister
	1945

End of the Second World War
	Death of Franklin D Roosevelt

Harry Truman sworn in as president
US use of nuclear bomb in Japan

	National Health Service Act 

National Insurance Act Housing Act (council houses)
Nationalisation (coal, aviation, Cable and Wireless, Bank of England)
Re-launch of the BBC television broadcasting
	1946

USA agreed a 50-year loan to the UK of 3.75 billion dollars
	Beginning of the baby boom

	Nationalisation (road transport and electricity services)
Indian Independence
	1947


	President’s Committee on Civil Rights published ‘To Secure these Rights’

Taft-Hartley Act Journey of Reconciliation (Freedom Ride) led by CORE

	National Assistance Act 

Olympic Games held in London

British Nationality Act (Commonwealth citizens)

	1948 

USA agrees a Marshall Aid programme: Britain a chief beneficiary

Soviet Union explodes a nuclear bomb
	Re-election of Harry Truman (Democrat) as president 
Desegregation of the armed forced began

	Housing Act 

Nationalisation (iron and steel)
Balance of payments crisis (devaluation of the pound)
Series of unofficial strikes
	1949

NATO created
	Communists seized control in China

Trial of Alger Hiss 

	Re-election — Labour government — Clement Attlee prime minister (majority of 5)
	1950
	Korean War began

Alger Hiss found guilty and imprisoned

McCarthy’s ‘witch-hunt’ began 

	Election — Conservative government — Winston Churchill prime minister
	1951
	

	New Musical Express publishes the first UK singles chart
	1952
	Dwight D Eisenhower elected as president (Republican)

	Tax cuts 
	1953
	Korean War ended

Execution of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg 
Earl Warren appointed US chief justice

	Denationalisation of steel 
	1954
	Army-McCarthy hearings 

Senate condemned McCarthy

Brown v. The Board of Education, Topeka Kansas 

First White Citizens’ Council formed

	Re-election — Conservative government — Anthony Eden prime minister
Taxes increased 

ITV begins broadcasting 
	1955
	Brown II

Montgomery Bus Boycott begins

7.9 million motor cars in the USA

	Suez Crisis begins
	1956
	Montgomery Bus Boycott
Elvis Presley released his first single

	British withdrawal from Suez
Resignation of Eden

Harold Macmillan becomes prime minister
Rent Act (abolished rent controls)
	1957
	Little Rock, Arkansas, challenged school desegregation

Martin Luther King elected leader of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)

Sputnik satellite launched by USSR

	Race riots in Nottingham and Notting Hill
	1958
	Supreme Court ruled that school segregation was unconstitutional

	‘Giveaway’ budget

Re-election — Conservative government — Harold Macmillan prime minister
	1959
	

	
	1960
	U2 spy plane incident

Election of President John Kennedy (Democrat)

Greensboro sit-ins

Student Non-violent Co-ordinating Committee (SNCC) founded

50 million television sets in the USA

	
	1961
	New Frontier program began

Freedom Rides

Fair Labor Standards Act 
Albany Movement began

	Commonwealth Immigrants Act (control the entry of Commonwealth citizens into Britain)
	1962
	Cuban Missile Crisis

Albany Movement ended

James Meredith attended Mississippi University

	Refused entry to the European Community

Profumo scandal 
	1963
	Birmingham civil rights campaign

March on Washington

23 November: Assassination of JFK

Lyndon B Johnson sworn in as president
Equal Pay Act

Publication of Betty Friedan’s ‘The Feminine Mystique’

	Election — Labour government — Harold Wilson prime minister
‘Clean up’ TV campaign launched by Mary Whitehouse

Married Women’s Property Act 
	1964
	Escalation of conflict in Vietnam

Civil Rights Act

Freedom Sumer, Mississippi

Election of President Lyndon B Johnson (Democrat)

Start of the Great Society:

· Economic Opportunity Act

· Urban Mass Transport Act

· Omnibus Housing Act 

	Race Relations Act (discrimination in public places)
Abolition of capital punishment

Barbara Castle first female Secretary of State
	1965
	Assassination of Malcolm X 

Selma to Montgomery march
Voting Rights Act

Medical Act 
Minimum Wage Act 

	Re-election — Labour government — Harold Wilson prime minister
Statutory wage freeze 

England hosts and wins the World Cup
	1966
	Watts Riot, Los Angeles

Meredith’s ‘March against Fear’

Black Power movement formed

Black Panther Party formed 

National Organisation for Women (NOW) formed

	Renationalisation of iron and steel

Devaluation of the pound

Expansion of higher education through polytechnics

Homosexuality and abortion limited legalisation

Family Planning Act 
	1967
	San Francisco ‘Summer of Love’

Thurgood Marshall nominated to Supreme Court

	Major deflationary package introduced cutting welfare and defence

Open University chartered

Commonwealth Immigrants Act Race Relations Act (employment)
Women at the Ford plant in Dagenham strike over equal pay
	1968
	Tet offensive in Vietnam
Anti-war protests increased
Assassination of Martin Luther King

Civil Rights Act

Assassination of Bobby Kennedy

Black Power salute at Mexico Olympics 

Disruption of the Miss America Pageant

Red Power: American Indian Movement (AIM) 

Election of President Richard Nixon (Republican)

	Race Relations Act (housing and employment)
Enoch Powell’s ‘Rivers of Blood’ speech

‘In place of strife’ introduced to reform trades unions

Voting age lowered to 18 years
	1969
	Stonewall riots (birth of gay rights movement)
Apollo 11 (first moon landing)
Woodstock music festival

Chicago 8 trial
Vietnam: first troop withdrawal, Nixon Doctrine (Vietnamisation), My Lai scandal

	Equal Pay Act

Election — Conservative government — Edward Heath prime minister
	1970
	Kent State shootings 

	Budget (tax cuts and cuts in government spending)
Industrial Relations Act Immigration Act Decimal currency introduced

Rolls Royce nationalised

Free school milk cut

Women’s Liberation march in London
	1971
	Nixon’s New Economic Policy 

	47 day Miners’ strike 

Pay freeze introduced

School leaving age 16 
	1972
	Watergate burglary 
Nixon re-elected

Equal Employment Opportunities Act

	Britain joined the EEC

Independent Broadcasting Authority Act (commercial radio stations)
Matrimonial Causes Act 
Expulsion of Indians from Uganda
	1973

OPEC oil crisis 
	End of the Vietnam War 

Senate investigated Watergate

Roe v. Wade (abortion rights)

Violent confrontation: American Indian Movement (AIM) and the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 

	Miners’ strike

Three day week 

Election — Labour government — Harold Wilson prime minister
	1974
	9 August: Resignation of President Nixon

Gerald Ford sworn in as president

	Annual inflation peaked at 27 per cent
	1975
	

	James Callaghan succeeded Harold Wilson as prime minister
IMF loan 
Race riot at Notting Hill Carnival
	1976
	Election of President Jimmy Carter (Democrat)

	LIB-LAB Pact forged to ensure a government majority in the Commons
	1977
	Carter energy program opposed in the Senate

Harvey Milk on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors introduced a gay rights ordinance

	LIB-LAB Pact ended

November: ‘Winter of Discontent’ begins
	1978
	Assassination of Harvey Milk

AIM began ‘the longest walk’ to highlight anti-Indian legislation

	Labour government defeated by vote of no confidence

Election — Conservative government — Margaret Thatcher first woman prime minister
	1979
	Iranian Hostage Crisis
National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights


	Howe’s first budget (VAT doubled and direct taxes cut)
The ‘right to buy’ council housing introduced
	1980
	Failed attempt to rescue the Iranian hostages

Race riots
Election of President Ronald Reagan (Republican)

	Steel strike 
Howe’s second budget (government spending cuts announced)
Privatisation of Cable and Wireless

Split in the Labour Party: SDP formed

Riots in Brixton, Liverpool and Birmingham
	1981
	Reagan’s budget cut taxes and government domestic expenditure (Reaganomics)

New York Times reported the first cases of AIDs

MTV launched in New York

	Employment Act (strikes)
Unemployment over 3 million 

Falkland’s War
	1982
	Equal Rights Amendment defeated

Nancy Reagan’s ‘Just Say No’ campaign 

	Re-election — Conservative government win —Margaret Thatcher prime minister
	1983
	Social Security Reform Act 

	Miners’ strike begins

Privatisation of Jaguar cars

Privatisation of British Telecom
	1984
	Moral Majority founder Reverend Jerry Falwell blessed the Republican National Convention

Re-election of Reagan as President

	Miners’ strike ended
	1985
	

	‘Big Bang’ in the City (deregulated the stock exchange)
Privatisation of British Gas
	1986
	

	Re-election — Conservative government — Margaret Thatcher prime minister
Stock market crash
	1987
	National March on Washington to demand that President Reagan address the AIDS crisis

	Nigel Lawson’s budget (basic taxation reduced to 25 per cent)
Education Act (local authority control and National Curriculum)
	1988
	Civil Rights Restoration Act to combat the declining effectiveness of civil rights legislation

Election of George Bush as president (Republican)

	National Health Service reform
	1989
	First episode of the Simpsons broadcast

	Community Charge introduced

‘Poll tax’ riots in London

Howe’s resignation as foreign minister
Margaret Thatcher’s resignation

John Major becomes prime minister
	1990

Gulf War
	Ryan White CARE Act

	Re-election — Conservative government — John Major prime minister
	1992
	Race riots in Los Angeles after Rodney King trial 

Election of Bill Clinton as president (Democrat)

	Major calls for ‘back to basics’ 

Community Charge replaced by Council Tax 
	1993
	

	Accusations of ‘sleaze’ in government Launch of ‘New Labour’ led by Tony Blair
	1994
	

	Election — Labour government — Tony Blair prime minister
	1997
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