Geography A: Unit 1 Geographical Skills and Challenges What’s changed?
Edexcel modular GCSE Geography A (last assessment in 2013)

Edexcel Linear GCSE Geography A (first assessment in 2014)

Specification and assessment at a glance

Specification and assessment at a glance

Specification overview

Specification overview

Assessment overview

Assessment overview

This unit has two sections, both of which are compulsory:
Section A - Geographical Skills (total 25 marks) Section B - Challenges for the Planet (total 29 marks)

This unit has two sections, both of which are compulsory:
Section A - Geographical Skills (total 25 marks) Section B - Challenges for the Planet (total 29 marks)

1 hour tiered exam • Total of 54 raw marks (up to 4 marks for SPaG) • January and June series

1 hour tiered exam • Total of 54 raw marks (up to 4 marks for SPaG) • June series
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Students will be assessed on their ability to:
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Students will be assessed on their ability to:
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Section A: Geographical
Skills

Topic 1: Basic
skills

a. label and annotate diagrams, maps, graphs, sketches

12

Section A: Geographical
Skills

Topic 1: Basic
skills

a. label and annotate diagrams, maps, graphs, sketches

12

Topic 2:
Cartographic
skills

b. draw sketches from photographs and in the field

b. draw sketches from photographs and while in the field

c. use and interpret aerial, oblique and satellite photographs for different landscapes

c. use and interpret aerial, oblique and satellite photographs for different landscapes

d. write coherently, showing the importance of good literacy skills in expressing geographical
points.

d. write coherently, showing the importance of good literacy skills in expressing geographical
points.

2.1 Atlas maps

a. recognise and describe distributions and patterns of both human and physical features.

2.2 Sketch maps

a. draw, label, annotate, understand and interpret sketch maps.

2.3 Ordnance
Survey maps
(1:50,000 scale)

a. recognise symbols (using a key), four- and six-figure grid references, and straight line and
winding distances

12

Topic 2:
Cartographic
skills

13

b. demonstrate an understanding of direction, using an eight-point compass

2.1 Atlas maps

a. recognise and describe distributions and patterns of both human and physical features.

2.2 Sketch maps

a. draw, label, annotate, understand and interpret sketch maps.

2.3 Ordnance
Survey maps
(1:50,000 scale)

a. recognise symbols (using a key), four- and six-figure grid references, and straight line and
winding distances
c. demonstrate understanding of the construction of cross-sections

d. complete and annotate cross-sections, including height and degree of slope and simple
contour patterns

d. complete and annotate cross-sections, including height and degree of slope and simple
contour patterns

e. recognise and describe patterns of vegetation, land use and communications

e. recognise and describe patterns of vegetation, land use and communications

f. describe and identify the site, situation and shape of settlements

f. describe and identify the site, situation and shape of settlements

g. recognise and describe distributions and patterns of both human and physical features

g. recognise and describe distributions and patterns of both human and physical features

h. infer human activity from map evidence, including tourism

h. infer human activity from map evidence, including tourism

i. use maps in association with photographs, sketches and written directions.
a. construct and complete a variety of graphs, charts and maps

Topic 4:
Geographical
enquiry skills

a. identify, analyse and evaluate geographical questions, hypotheses and issues

i. use maps in association with photographs, sketches and written directions.
13

b. interpret a variety of graphs, including those located on maps and topological diagrams.
14

b. establish appropriate sequences of investigation and follow appropriate enquiry
approaches

Topic 5: ICT
skills

Topic 3:
Graphical skills

a. construct and complete a variety of graphs, charts and maps

Topic 4:
Geographical
enquiry skills

a. identify, analyse and evaluate geographical questions, hypotheses and issues

d. describe, analyse and interpret evidence

d. describe, analyse and interpret evidence

e. draw and justify conclusions from evidence

e. draw and justify conclusions from evidence

f. evaluate methods of data collection, presentation and analysis of evidence.

f. evaluate methods of data collection, presentation and analysis of evidence.
14

Topic 5: ICT
skills

a. collect and annotate photographs and satellite images

Section

Topic

c. use the internet, e.g. to investigate case studies of volcanic eruptions, floods

c. use the internet, e.g. to investigate case studies of volcanic eruptions or floods

d. extract information from video and television programmes

d. extract information from video and television programmes

e. carry out data presentation and analysis techniques

e. carry out data presentation and analysis techniques

f. use spreadsheets and data-handling software

f. use spreadsheets and data-handling software
g. research and present investigative work.

a. capture and represent geographical information in systems such as Aegis

14

Topic 6:
Geographical
Information
System (GIS)
skills

b. use web mapping sites such as Google Earth and Multimap.
Key ideas

7.1 The causes,
effects and
responses to
climate change

7.2 Sustainable
development
for the planet

14

b. use databases to find census and population data

g. research and present investigative work.

Section B: Challenges for the
Planet

14

b. establish appropriate sequences of investigation and follow appropriate enquiry
approaches
c. extract and interpret information from a range of sources including field observations,
maps, drawings, photographs, diagrams and tables and secondary sources

b. use databases such as census and population data

13

b. interpret a variety of graphs, including those located on maps and topological diagrams.

c. extract and interpret information from a range of sources including field observations,
maps, drawings, photographs, diagrams and tables and secondary sources

a. collect and annotate photographs and satellite images

Topic 6:
Geographical
Information
System (GIS)
skills

13

b. demonstrate an understanding of direction, using an eight-point compass

c. demonstrate understanding of the construction of cross-sections

Topic 3:
Graphical skills

12

Detailed content
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Section

a. How and why climate has changed since the last ice age.

How the climate has changed in the last 10,000 years to
the present day. Causes to include volcanic activity, orbital
geometry and variations in solar output.

15

Section B: Challenges for the
Planet

b. The causes of current climate change on a local and global scale, including the burning of
fossil fuels and the increase of methane in the atmosphere.

A variety of causes, to include those listed, should be
studied through examples which illustrate the actions of
individuals such as increase in car ownership and groups of
people such as energy producers.

c. The negative effects that climate change is having on the environment and people,
including changing patterns of crop yield, rising sea levels and retreating glaciers, on a local
and global scale.

14

b. use web mapping sites such as Google Earth and Multimap.
Detailed content
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a. How and why climate has changed since the last ice age.

How the climate has changed in the last 10,000 years to
the present day. Causes to include volcanic activity, orbital
geometry and variations in solar output.

15

b. The causes of current climate change on a local and global scale, including the burning of
fossil fuels and the increase of methane in the atmosphere.

A variety of causes, to include those listed, should be
studied through examples which illustrate the actions of
individuals, such as increase in car ownership, and groups
of people, such as energy producers.

A variety of effects should be studied through examples
at a local and global scale. Including the impact on food
production, the threat to areas at sea level including small
islands, the threat to marine environments such as coral
reefs.

c. The negative effects that climate change is having on the environment and people,
including changing patterns of crop yield, rising sea levels and retreating glaciers, on a local
and global scale.

A variety of effects should be studied through examples
at a local and global scale; this includes the study of the
impact on food production, the threat to areas at sea level,
including small islands, the threat to marine environments,
such as coral reefs.

d. The responses to climate change, from a local to a global scale, e.g. ‘live simply’ campaigns
to world superpower meetings (Bali in 2007).

There is a range of responses to climate change from; on a
global scale the response of government, to the responses
of individuals at a local scale. The detail of global meetings
should be studied, e.g. Bali in 2007, and local campaigns.

d. The responses to climate change, from a local to a global scale, e.g. from ‘live simply’
campaigns to world superpower meetings (Bali in 2007).

There is a range of responses to climate change, from
the response of governments on a global scale to the
responses of individuals at a local scale. There are a range
of attitudes to climate change, from lack of acceptance
of either the reality of change or its human causes to
differences over the possible responses. The detail of
global meetings should be studied, e.g. Bali in 2007, and
local campaigns.

a. Definitions and interpretations of sustainable development.

What is sustainable development – contrasting definitions
and interpretations.

a. Definitions and interpretations of sustainable development.

Sustainable development is a contested term. There are
contrasting definitions and interpretations that depend on
the values and attitudes of individuals, governments and
organisations.

b. The concept of sustainable development, through the following contexts:

These could be taught individually or together in the
context of sustainable development.

b. The concept of sustainable development, through the following contexts:

These could be taught individually or together in the
context of sustainable development.

i. the development of policies by large organisations to make them more sustainable

Specific detail of examples which range from within
the workplace such as recycling bins to reduction of air
pollution in manufacturing industries.

i. the development of policies by large organisations to make them more sustainable

Consider the specific detail of examples which range from
within the workplace, such as recycling bins, to reduction
of air pollution in manufacturing industries.

ii. the management of transport in urban areas, including the public versus private debate

A range of sustainable transport schemes to be studied in
different urban areas, e.g. park and ride, and congestion
charging.

ii. the management of transport in urban areas, including the public versus private debate

A range of sustainable transport schemes to be studied in
different urban areas, e.g. park and ride, and congestion
charging.

iii. the effects of resource extraction from topical rainforests and their management.

A range of resource extraction examples from tropical
rainforest environments with contrasting management
initiatives, e.g. oil extraction in Oriente, Ecuador, palm oil
production in Papua New Guinea.

iii. the effects of resource extraction from topical rainforests and their management.

A range of resource extraction examples from tropical
rainforest environments should be studied with
contrasting management initiatives, e.g. oil extraction in
remote environments, mining and palm oil production for
biofuels.

Change in content

Content deleted

Change in assessment
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New content

Topic

a. capture and represent geographical information in systems such as Aegis

Key ideas

7.1 The causes,
effects and
responses to
climate change

7.2 Sustainable
development
for the planet

Red text highlights specific change
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