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Instructions for interlocutors

PTE General Level 5

The Interlocutor conducts the test in accordance with the test specifications, the general guidance for 
Interlocutors and the Interlocutor Script.  Make sure you read these before you conduct the test.

The speaking test has 4 sections

Section 10: Personal Information: 2 minutes
Section 11: Discussion: 2 minutes
Section 12: Picture: 2 minutes
Section 13: Role Play: 2 minutes

Please note:

Sections 12 and 13 have two sets of tasks: A and B.  Students with odd test taker numbers should do  
12A and 13A, students with even test taker numbers should do 12B and 13B.

Please use the relevant enclosed picture card and test taker role card when administering Section 12 
and Section 13 of the test.

Please ensure that you record the speaking test as instructed.  Test takers must take all the relevant 
sections of the test.

When you record a test, please state clearly at the beginning of the test:

 • Centre number
 • Level being tested
 • Name and examiner number of the Interlocutor
 • Full names and numbers of each test taker

Start test with the following:

Good morning/afternoon.  My name’s ______________________ .

Standard Question:  Can you tell me your name please?

[1. Check test taker’s name against attendance sheet.

 2. Start timer.

 3. Begin test.]

Pearson Test of English General
Speaking Test
Level 5 
February 2019

Paper Reference(s): 4065/02
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PTE General Speaking Test: Level 5

SECTION 10: PERSONAL INFORMATION (2 MINUTES)

Now I’d like you to speak on your own for about two minutes.

Main prompt 1:
 •  Why are fashionable clothes so important for some people?

Follow-up prompts:
 • How often do you go shopping for clothes?  Why / why not?
 • What do you look for when buying clothes?  Why?
 • Why do you think some clothes are so expensive?
 • How far can you judge people by the clothes they wear?

Main prompt 2:
 • Why are domestic pets such as cats and dogs so important for some people?

Follow-up prompts:
 • How popular are domestic pets in your country?
 • What problems can arise from becoming emotionally attached to a pet?  Why / Why not?
 • How can people love animals and be meat eaters?
 • What are your attitudes to animal rights activists?

Main prompt 3:
 • Why do you think social networking sites such as Facebook have become so popular?

Follow-up prompts:
 • How often do you or your friends use social networking sites?  Why / why not?
 •  What effects does social networking have on traditional methods of socialising?
 • Why are older people less likely to use social networking facilities?
 • Do you think social networking sites should be more strictly regulated?  Why / why not?

Main prompt 4:
 • What has been the contribution of television to modern life?

Follow-up prompts: 
 • What are the strengths and weaknesses of television in your country?
 • What types of programme do you watch on television?  Why?
 • In you view, what kinds of programmes should not be shown on television?
 •  Do you think television will be more or less popular in the future?  Why / why not?

exemplar
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SECTION 11: DISCUSSION (2 MINUTES)

Now, we are going to discuss something together.  The question is: “Should we be using public transport more 
and cars less?”  What do you think?

(Use the following arguments as appropriate to take an opposing view to that of the test taker.)

For
 • Public transport is better for the environment.
 • Travelling by public transport is less stressful.
 • The roads would be less crowded if people us.ed public transport more.
 • Some people use their cars even for very short journeys.

Against
 • Public transport isn’t always reliable.
 • Cars are quicker than buses.
 • You have greater independence with a car.
 • Car travel is often cheaper than public transport.
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SECTION 12A: PICTURE (2 MINUTES) 

Now, here are two pictures showing types of shopping. Please tell me what you can see in the pictures.

(Hand the pictures to the test taker)

Alright?  Begin now please.

(Allow the test taker to speak for about one minute, then put this secondary prompt)

Which of these pictures would you choose for an article called “Shopping: Holding on to tradition.”  And why?

(Retrieve the pictures)

exemplar
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SECTION 13A: ROLE PLAY (2 MINUTES)

Now we are going to take part in a role play.  Here is a card with the situation on it.  Please read it to yourself.

(Hand the card to the test taker.  Allow up to 15 seconds to study the card)

Test taker’s card

The situation: You want yourself and your flatmate to contribute 50% each to a weekly food 
shopping budget.  The examiner is your flatmate.

Your goal: Persuade your flatmate that it’s a good idea.

Interlocutor’s script

You want yourself and your flatmate to contribute 50% each to a weekly food shopping budget.  I am your 
flatmate.  You try to persuade me that it is a good idea.

Alright?  I’ll start.

I don’t think a combined shopping budget is really necessary.

Suggested prompts

 • We’ve always bought our own food before.
 • We don’t always like the same kind of food.
 • You often buy expensive food.
 • Sometimes one of us is away from the flat for a few days.

(Close the interaction by agreeing to think about the idea.)

(Retrieve the card)

Thank you.  That is the end of the test.
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SECTION 12B: PICTURE (2 MINUTES) 

Now, here are two pictures showing different ways of learning.  Please describe what you can see in the 
pictures and compare the effectiveness of each type of learning. 

(Hand the pictures to the test taker)

Alright?  Begin now please.

(Allow test taker to speak for about one minute, then put this secondary prompt)

Which of these pictures would you choose for an advertisement for a university course, and why?

(Retrieve the pictures)
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SECTION 13B: ROLE PLAY (2 MINUTES)

Now we are going to take part in a role play.  Here is a card with the situation on it.  Please read it to yourself.

(Hand the card to the test taker.  Allow up to 15 seconds to study the card)

Test taker’s card

The situation: You have a place at a college for a course starting next month but you now want to 
put it off until next year.  The examiner is your senior tutor.

Your goal: Persuade your senior tutor to let you start the course next year.

Interlocutor’s script

You want to persuade your senior tutor to allow you to start your course next year.  I am the senior tutor.

Alright?  I’ll start.

Why have you left it so late to make your decision?

Suggested prompts

 • What do you intend to do with the year?
 • How do we know you’ll start the course next year?
 • You might forget your studies if you take a year off.
 • What are you going to do if we refuse your request?

(Retrieve the card)

Thank you.  That is the end of the test.
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