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Ofqual Regulation

Pearson English International Certificate (PTE General) tests are regulated as ‘ESOL
International’ qualifications by the regulators of external qualifications in England, Wales
and Northern Ireland (Ofqual, the Welsh Assembly Government and CEA respectively).

ESOL International qualifications are designed for candidates who are not native speakers
of English and who wish to achieve a high quality, internationally recognized qualification
in English that is available and recognized world-wide and, at the highest level (NQF level
3/ CEF C2), candidates who are preparing for entry to higher education or professional
employment in the UK or elsewhere.

ESOL International qualifications are designed to reference the descriptions of language
proficiency in the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEF). The
levels in the CEF have been mapped to the levels in the National Qualifications Framework
for England Wales and Northern Ireland (see, Pathways to Proficiency: the alignment of
language proficiency scales for assessing competence in English Language, DFES / QCA,
2003).

In the process of regulation, the six levels of International Certificate have been
allocated to levels of the National Qualifications Framework. International Certificate
tests are regulated under the following titles in the UK:

Pearson English Regulated Title Regulation
International number

Certificate/PTE
General level

Pearson English Pearson Edexcel Entry Level Certificate in ESOL International 500/1903/X
International Certificate (Entry 1) (CEF A1) (English International Certificate)
(PTE General) A1

Pearson English Pearson Edexcel Entry Level Certificate in ESOL International 500/1962/4
International Certificate (Entry 2) (CEF A2) (English International Certificate)
(PTE General) Levell

Pearson English Pearson Edexcel Entry Level Certificate in ESOL International 500/1961/2
International Certificate (Entry 3) (CEF B1) (English International Certificate)
(PTE General) Level 2

Pearson English Pearson Edexcel Level 1 Certificate in ESOL International (CEF | 500/1926/0
International Certificate B2) (English International Certificate)
(PTE General) Level 3

Pearson English Pearson Edexcel Level 2 Certificate in ESOL International (CEF | 500/1964/8
International Certificate C1) (English International Certificate)
(PTE General) Level 4

Pearson English Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Certificate in ESOL International (CEF | 500/1963/6
International Certificate C2) (English International Certificate)
PTE General Level 5
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Introduction to the guide

Who is it for?

The Guide to Pearson English International Certificate is designed for anyone preparing
students for the test or who wants to learn more about it.

What is in the guide?

This guide contains four key parts:

An introduction to Pearson English International Certificate including what it is, how it
has been developed, who takes it and the skills tested. Key features of the test are
outlined, including realistic themes, authentic sources and integrated skills. Information
about test delivery and test results is also given.

The second and third part provide an overview of the structure and the format of the
written and the spoken tests.

The fourth part of the guide explains each section within the written and spoken tests at
Level B2. This includes a description of the item types, skills assessed, tasks, objectives,
timings and stimulus information. In addition, details about scoring and the marking
criteria are presented.

Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

The six levels of Pearson English International Certificate have been designed to be aligned
to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEF), a widely
recognized benchmark for language ability. The CEF includes a set of language levels
defined by descriptors of language competencies. The alignment process as described in
the manual (Council of Europe, 2009) distinguishes a number of activities (specification,
familiarization, standardization training/benchmarking, standard setting and validation).
Although Pearson has gone through these activities, continual validation work is carried
out using the most recent administrations of the test. The framework was developed by
the Council of Europe (2001) to enable language learners, teachers, universities and
potential employers to compare and relate language qualifications gained in different
educational contexts. The CEF describes language proficiency in listening, reading,
speaking and writing on a six-level scale, grouped into three bands: A1-A2 (Basic User),
B1-B2 (Independent User), C1-C2 (Proficient User).
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1. Introduction to Pearson English International
Certificate

What is Pearson English International Certificate?

Pearson English International Certificate is an assessment solution at different levels (A1,
1,2, 3, 4 and 5) designed to assess and accredit general English language proficiency.
These tests are provided in partnership with Edexcel Limited, the largest UK awarding
body for academic and vocational qualifications. Edexcel Limited is the official awarding
body for International Certificate.

The tests are recognised globally and are accepted by universities, employers and
national education authorities in many countries as evidence of a required standard of
English

Development of Pearson English International Certificate

Pearson English International Certificate is the revised suite of tests formerly known as
the London Tests of English. The changes to the tests were based on extensive
consultation with test centres, teachers and test takers in several countries. The
revision process was monitored at every stage by an independent Technical Advisory
Group (TAG) made up of some of the world's leading language testing experts.

During the revision process, the descriptors within the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEF) (Council of Europe, 2001) were used to guide the writing of
the specification for each item type in the test and to describe the required performance
of test takers at each CEF level (A1, A2, B1, B2, C1 and C2). In relating the test scores to the
CEF, Pearson follows the procedures as recommended in the Council of Europe manual
Relating Language Examinations to the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment (CEFR), available
athttp://www.coe.int/T/DG4/Linguistic/ Manuel1_EN.asp.

Who takes Pearson English International Certificate?

Pearson English International Certificate is intended for learners of English who are
speakers of other languages (ESOL). At the different levels the test items do not require
any prior knowledge of the world beyond what people may need at a comparable level in
their own language to function in their social, academic or professional life. Children
younger than 14 may prefer to sit tests from the suite of Pearson Test of English Young
Learners, information for which is available at quals.pearson.com/international-certificate-

yl

What skills are tested?

Pearson English International Certificate assesses the four skills: listening, reading,
speaking and writing. Test takers are required to successfully complete real-life tasks,
such as writing messages, understanding talks and presentations, understanding
newspaper articles or participating in conversations. The skills are tested at the six levels
matched to the descriptors in the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages, A1 to C2 (see part 3 Scoring, Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages).

PEARSON ENGLISH INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATE
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Key features

Realistic themes, authentic sources and tasks

The item types in each International Certificate test are grouped together around topics
referred to as themes. These are used in item types across language skills, for example
listening and reading or reading and writing. Themes in levels A1-2 tend to relate to
familiar and routine matters, such as home and shopping. At levels 3-5 they can be more
abstract, such as global issues like pollution and conservation. The written component of
the test contains three themes and the spoken part two. Sections 7 and 8 in the written
part are thematically linked. Sections 11 and 12 in the spoken part are related by theme.

Most of the texts used to assess reading and listening, particularly at levels 3-5, are
authentic. They are sourced, for example, from books, magazines, newspapers, websites,
radio broadcasts, recorded messages and podcasts. Hence International Certificate is a
measure of real, practical English.

Test takers are asked to listen once to the recordings in Section 1 of the test. In sections 2
and 3 candidates listen twice.

Integrated skills

International Certificate incorporates integrated skills. This is important because when
communicating in English, students are often required to combine several language skills
to perform a task, for example listening to information and writing about what is heard.

Test delivery

There are usually 6-7 test sessions scheduled per year. International Certificate consists
of a written paper- based test and a spoken test, which are delivered through several
registered centres in over 30 territories globally. Registered test centres delivering
International Certificate are typically schools, language schools and colleges. Each
prospective centre is required to provide evidence to ensure that the tests will be
conducted according to the regulations as part of registering to become a test centre.
Information about test session dates, test centre locations, registering to take
International Certificate or registering to become a test centre is available at
quals.pearson.com/international-certificate

Test results

Test results are made available five to eight weeks after the date that the test was taken.
Test centres can view results of test takers they have registered via Edexcel Online, our
secure online results service. This service is made available to most test centres upon
approval to deliver International Certificate. Alternatively, results can be delivered by
secure post if required.

Certificates are dispatched about one week after results are issued.
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2. Test structure

International Certificate consists of a written and a spoken test. The written test is
scored out of 75 points and the spoken test out of 25 points at all levels.

The written test is made up of nine sections at all levels and assesses listening, reading

and writing.

Written test (all levels)

Section Skills

1 Listening

2 | Listening and
writing

3 Listening

4 | Reading

5 | Reading

6 Reading

7 | Reading

8 | Writing

9 | Writing
| Total

Scoring

10

10

(5 listening 5 writing)

10

5

75

Figure 1: distribution of sections and score points: written test

The spoken test consists of two sections at levels A1 and 1, and three sections at levels 2-

5. It assesses speaking.

10 Not tested

11 Describe a picture
12 Role Play

Total: 25 points

10 Discussion

11 Describe a picture
12 Role Play

Total: 25 points

Figure 2: distribution of sections and score points: spoken test
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4. Test Format

Overview

The overall timing for the written test at Level 3 is 2 hours. The information in Figure 4
indicates for sections of the written test at Level 3: the skills assessed, item types,
objectives and the maximum number of score points awarded. The International
Certificate written test is scored out of 75 and the spoken test out of 25.

The overall timing for the spoken test at Level 3 is 5.5 minutes. The information in
Figure 5 indicates for sections of the spoken test at Level 3: the skills assessed, item
types, objectives, timing and the maximum number of score points awarded.

Written test

Section Skills Item types Objectives

1 Listening | 10 3-option multiple Assess ability to understand the gist of short,
choice spoken utterances.

2 Listening | 10 Dictation Assess ability to understand a short utterance by

and transcribing a spoken text.
writing

3 Listening | 10 Text, note Assess ability to extract specific information from
completion spoken texts.

4 Reading | 5 Gap fill 3-option Assess ability to understand the purpose, structure
multiple choice and main idea of short written texts.

5 Reading | 5 3-option multiple Assess ability to understand the main detail in
choice short written texts.

6 Reading | 8 Open-ended Assess ability to understand the main points of
question short written texts.

7 Reading | 7 Text, note Assess ability to extract specific information from a
completion written text.

8 Writing 10 Write Assess ability to write a piece of
correspondence correspondence (90-120 words).

9 Writing 10 Write text Assess ability to write a short text from own

experience, knowledge or imagination (150-
200 words).
Total: 75 points

PEARSON ENGLISH INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATE
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Spoken test

Section Kills Timing Item types Objectives
N Speaking | 2 min Discussion To assess ability to discuss a concrete issue
12 Speaking | 1.5 min Describe a picture To assess ability to speak continuously about a
picture and interpret some aspect of it
13 Speaking | 2 min Role play To assess ability to perform and respond to
language functions appropriately
Total 5.5 min Total: 25 points distributed across the marking criteria

Figure 5: Level 3 (Upper Intermediate) spoken test
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5. Description of item types: Written test

This part of the guide presents a description of the item type within each section of the
written test. This includes what it tests, what test takers have to do, the item type objective,
stimulus information and details on scoring.

Section 1: Listening

3-option multiple choice

Section 1 comprises a 3-option multiple-choice item type. It assesses listening skills. It tests
ability to understand the main detail in short-spoken utterances.

You will have ten seconds to read each guestion and the corresponding options.

Then listen to the recording. After the recording you will have 10 seconds to choose
the correct option

Put a cru::-55 n the box next to the correct answer, as in the example.

Example: Where are the speakers?
|:| A at home
B atarestaurant

|:| C on a university campus

1. Where is the woman going?
[] A herworkplace
|:| B the hospital

[] € aholiday

2.  What job does the woman do now?
|:| A Costume designer

[] B Television producer

[] € Castingdirector

Task

Test takers listen once to ten short recordings, either monologues or dialogues, and answer
a single 3-option multiple choice question (or complete a sentence) for each. There are ten
questions to answer (or sentences to complete); one per recording.

10
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Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus

To assess ability to understand the main
detail in short spoken utterances by:

- identifying the speaker's role

- identifying the speakers' relationship
- identifying the topic

- identifying the situation

- recognizing function

- understanding idiomatic expression
- understanding expression of feeling

- understanding expression of attitude

Short authentic recordings, one or two
speakers Including the following:

- request for goods or services

- request for action - request for
information

- factual information

- expression of feelings

- offer

- invitation

- apology

- criticism/expression of dissatisfaction
- suggestion

- persuasion

Scores

This item type is marked as either correct or incorrect. Each correct answer has a weighting
of one score point. A maximum of ten score points can be achieved in this section of the

test.
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Section 2: Listening and writing

Dictation

Section 2 comprises a Dictation item type. It assesses listening and writing skills. It tests
ability to understand an extended utterance by transcribing a spoken text.

((( ‘You will hear a recerding about sewing. Listen to the whole recording

once. Then you will hear the recording again with pauses for you to write
down what you hear. Make sure you spell the words correctly.

Task

Test takers listen to one person speaking and write exactly what is heard with correct
spellings. The extract is played twice, the second time with pauses, giving time to write down
word-for-word what is heard. There is one dictation to complete and one recording.

Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus

Assess ability to understand an extended Instructions, news bulletins, announcements,

utterance by transcribing a spoken text. broadcast features and factual information.
The extracts are authentic, descriptive and
contain relatively formal language

Scores

This item type has a weighting of ten score points. A maximum of five points for listening
and five for writing can be achieved in this section of the test.

12
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Section 3: Listening

Text, note completion

Section 3 comprises a Text, note completion item type. It assesses listening skills. It tests
ability to extract specific information from extended spoken texts.

SECTION 3 (PART A) SECTION 3 (PART B)

You will hear a conversation. First, read the notes below then listen and You will hear a talk. First, read the notes below then listen and
((‘ complete the notes with information from the conversation. ((‘ complete the notes with information from the talk.
You will hear the recording twice. You will hear the recording twice.

Example: Bromswich Town Hall reopening is part of East side Wwf Example: Traffic cones are also often called construction cones.
12. Town Hall's repair and modernizationhascost _____~ 17. Appearance varies, but all traffic cones are
13. have created artworks for area around Town Hall. 18. Originally made out of
14. Local council wanttocreate 19. First used in UK in
15. There will be a outside the Town Hall. 20. They cars on roads.
16. Information about reopening displayed on . 21. have been created to commemorate traffic cones.
Task

Test takers listen twice to two recordings, either a monologue or a dialogue, and complete
a text or notes for each using the information heard. There are ten gaps to complete; five
per recording.

Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus

Assess ability to extract specific information Authentic recordings of one or two speakers,
from extended spoken texts. giving or exchanging information. The items
replicate real life situations which require
accurate comprehension and transcription
(e.g., taking messages or notes) Including the
following:

- transactional conversations
- public announcements

- recorded messages

Scores

This item type is marked as either correct or incorrect. Each correctly completed gap has a
weighting of one score point. A maximum of ten score points can be achieved in this
section of the test.

13
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Section 4: Reading

Gap fill 3-option multiple choice

Section 4 comprises a Gap fill 3-option multiple choice item type. It assesses reading
skills. It tests ability to understand the purpose, structure and main idea of short written
texts.

Read each text and put a cros[X] by the missing word or phrase, as in the example.

Example: Join the university gym today for just £15 per month.
One of our will show you the ropes, telling you the
most effective and safe way to build muscle and increase stamina.

A instructors
|:| B lecturers
|:| C members

22. HORNSBURY CYCLING CLUB.

Meetings Wednesday, Friday and Sunday at 6pm. All levels of ability welcome.
For safety, all riders must wear a i

[ A lifejacket
D B thermal vest
|:| C helmet

23. YOU ARE WHAT YOU DRINK...

Please ensure you do not drep litter in this area. This is
your drinking water.

D A  suburb
|:| B reservoir

|:|C dam

Task

Test takers read five short texts, each containing a gap, and choose which of three answer
options is the missing word or phrase. There are five gaps to complete; one per text.

Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus
Assess ability to understand the purpose, Text types include labels, instructions, signs,
structure and main idea of short written texts | notices, menus, advertisements and
announcements
Scores

This item type is marked as either correct or incorrect. Each correctly competed gap has a
weighting of one score point. A maximum of five score points can be achieved in this
section of the test.

14
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Section 5: Reading

3-option multiple choice

Section 5 comprises a 3-option multiple-choice item type. It assesses reading skills. It
tests ability to understand the main ideas in an extended written text.

Read the article and answer the guestions below. Put a cross[X] in the box next to
the correct answer, as in the example.

PENSION REFORMS AFFECT WOMEN'S WELLBEING

UK Pensian reforms that increassd State Pension age (594 for women are afeding the mantal
ard physicl welbeing of sorme women, patertially resuiting in a widening heaith gap between
those fram different soooeconomic groups, says new nesearch led by King's College London.
Since 2010, the SPA for women bom afer Mandh 1550 has gradually increased from age
60 8o B In keeping with most GECD countries, this refarm aimed at improving the financial
sustainabiity of the pension system. Yet a shudy into the impact of extending working ves
suggests that the potential corsequences of postponing the SPA for the welbeing of older
wamen, and potentially men, are being overlooked. O findings shaw that the e in 5P
increzsed employment partidpation, but it had unantidpated, negative health corsequences
for women dose to retiremeant in the UK says ressarcher Dr Ludowion Carvino. SWomen
exposed to routine and manual ooccupations face an increased risk of physical and mental
[ine==x a5 a resulk of pension postponement,” says Dr Carine, Further research ks nesded to
establish whether a rise in persion age for men cauld have simiar consequences s, dearly,
the cument one-sze-fits-all appraach o the SPA& rise could have health implcations far some
employees which cutweigh the potential benefits of fater retirement. “We need more research
that svaliuates the impact of programmes aimed at creating langer fulfiling working lives not
oy on employment outromes, but also on oritical aspects of wellbeing for older people
such 2 mental and physical healtin, particulardy for thase inlower cooupational groups” sy
Professors Maurcio swendano and Karen Glaser, co-authors of the study. There are two
passible palicy implications from the study. Frst, the fact that the negative haslth effects ae
canfined to women from routine and manual jobs rakes questions aboue faimess, and whether
pension sfighility rules should consider cocupation 25 a oriterion. Second, national polides

on SPA need o consider strategies o prevent negative hasith ronssquences far women in
such accupations. *One such way would be to introdiuce indushe labaur market polides that
faclkate a smooth transition to retirement,” says Dr Carrino.

Seaurcs: Sodety Mow, Soeing 2019 hotpsu e ukrl crgMhes/news-eventsand-publications! pubboacieea’
A s S b Ty Socl ey -now-asie- 340 Page 3

Task

Test takers read a text and answer five questions (or complete five sentences) from a
choice of three answer options. There are five answers to choose and one text.

Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus

To assess ability to understand the main ideas | Authentic text types include: newspaper
in an extended written text articles, magazine articles, leaflets, brochures
or website articles

Scores

This item type is marked as either correct or incorrect. Each correct answer has a
weighting of one score point. A maximum of five score points can be achieved in this
section of the test.

15
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Section 6: Reading

Open-ended question

Section 6 comprises an Open-ended question item type. It assesses reading skills. It tests
ability to understand the main points of short written texts.

Read the article below and answer the questions.

OMLINE URBAN DESIGN POSSIBILITIES

A new online design and crowdsourcing platform developed by a European-wide partnership
including University College London demonstrates a way of enabling members of the public
to participate in creating, sharing and voting on design ideas for the regeneration of public
spaces. The Incubators of Public Spaces project explored ways to encourage community
input into the urban design of public spaces. In the project. residents of Pollards Hill housing
estate, London Borough of Merton, were invited to redesign their courtyards using the newdy
developed platform and a 3D interactive model. The Incubators of Public Spaces initiative
identified opportunities to make grassroots intiatives mare accessible to a wider audience but
researchers also noted challenges arising from, for example, IT literacy constraints.

Source: Society Now, Spring 2019 https:/fesrcukri.orgffiles/news-events-and-publications/publications/
magazines/society-now/society-now-issue-34/ Page &

Example: What are being explored online? Urban a&s@nmﬂiﬁhﬁ

32. What part of the world are the participating institutions from?
33. Whose help with improving public spaces does the project hope to gain?
34. What part of the Pollards Hill estate was redesigned online?

35. The lack of which skill may be a barrier to widening participation in the project?

Task

Test takers read two texts and answer eight questions about them using single words or
short answers. There are eight questions to respond to; four per text.

Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus

To assess ability to understand the main points | Authentic text types include: newspaper
of short and extended written texts articles, magazines, leaflets, brochures and
website articles

Scores

This item type is marked as either correct or incorrect. Each correct answer has a
weighting of one score point. A maximum of eight score points can be achieved in this
section of the test.
16
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Section 7: Reading

Text, note completion

Section 7 comprises a Text, note completion item type. It assesses reading skills. It tests
ability to extract specific information from a written text.

Read the passage and complete the notes. Wirite no more than three words from
the passage in each gan.

BECOMING PRESIDENT

In order to be slected presidert, a person must meet the =ighilky requirements lad out in e
Comstittion. Afer that, the person must secune his or ber paltical party's nomination. Rnadly,
he ar she must face a demanding campaign and election progess.

Eliglhility
Acoording to the Constitution aryone who wishes to become president must be:
v A least thirty five yearsald

v A resident of the Unked States for a least foutteen years

* A rnaturakbom ctiren

The last requinement has caused some confusion and controversy. Acconding to U5 b, a
child born abroad to parents whao are American citizens is alsa a citizen, but & is not cear from
the Constitution whether such a person could be president. The courts: have not ruled an
whether an American citizen born outside of the United States may be president. A variety of
paapie e tried to amend the Canstity tian to allow cittzens born abraad ta be presidant, but
5a far they have had no success.

Armerica’s Youngest President

Even though the Constitution aliows aryone at least thirty five years old o be president,
every American president thus far has been much older The average age of presidents at
inauguration ks fifty-four. Mast people think that john F. Kennesdy wes the natian’s youngest
president—he was forty-three when elected in 1560 --but that's not accurate. In reality,
Kennedy was the youngest person to be elected president. The youngest person to be
president, hawever, was Theadore Roosevelt, wha was forty-twa when he became president
following the assascination of Willam Mckinkyin 1907.

Campalgning

The major parties select their presidential nominee at their national corventions, held every
four years. Al the corventions, delegates from each siafe vote and whichever candidate

wirs a majartty of delegates becomes the party's naminee, Towin delegates, candidates
campete in primary slections, heid in each state prior ta the comention. Before acguiring the
party nomination, a presidential candidate must prove that be ar she can attract voters by
wirmning primaries,

Task

Test takers read a text and use information from it to fill seven gaps in a second
incomplete text or notes. There are seven gaps to complete, one source text and a second
incomplete text or notes.

Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus
Assess ability to extract specific information Text types include newspaper articles,
from an extended written text. magazine articles, websites articles or
textbooks
Scores

This item type is marked as either correct or incorrect. Each correctly completed gap has a
weighting of one score point. A maximum of seven score points can be achieved in this
section of the test.

17
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Section 8: Writing

Write correspondence

Section 8 comprises a Write correspondence item type. It assesses writing skills. It tests
ability to write a piece of correspondence.

Use the information in Section 7 to help you write your answer.
Use your own words.

47, You have jJust read the article about composting. Now write an email to a friend.
Write 90-120 words and include the following information:

» Why you want to start composting
* What composting consists of

» If he wants to do the same and why/why not

Task

Test takers write an email, formal or informal letter based on information given in Section
7. There is one text to write (90-120 words). There is a ‘tolerated’ word limit of 72-132
words for Section 8.

Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus

To assess ability to write a piece of Instructions which include the purpose of
correspondence the text, the intended content of the
message and the recipient. The task gives
the test taker the opportunity to convey
emotion or highlight the personal
significance of events and experiences.

18
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Scores
This item type has a weighting of ten score points.

Written responses (sections 8 and 9) are scored according to how well test takers perform
against the following criteria:

Has sufficient range of language to be able to give clear
descriptions, express viewpoints on most general topics using
some complex sentence forms

Shows a relatively high degree of grammatical and lexical control.
Does not make errors which cause misunderstanding

Accuracy

Coherence and Can use a limited number of cohesive devices to link his/her
cohesion utterances into clear coherent discourse, though there may be
some ‘jJumpiness’ in a long contribution

Can produce clearly intelligible continuous writing which follows
standard layout and paragraphing conventions Spelling and
punctuation are reasonably accurate, but may show signs of
mother tongue influence

Orthographic control

In addition, performance in this section is scored according to what the test taker can do
against the following criteria:

e el i Can express news and views effectively in writing, and relate to
those of others
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Section 9: Writing

Write text

Section 9 comprises a Write text item type. It assesses writing skills. It tests ability to write
a short text from own experience, knowledge or imagination.

48, Choose one of the topics below and write your answer in 150-200 words.

Either: A - Many young people take Or: B - Should mobile phones be
a year off between leaving school allowed in the classroom? What
and starting university. This is called do you think? Write an essay. Give
a ‘Gap Year'. Do you think this is a reasons and examples to support
good idea? your ideas.

ALl B[]

Put a cross [X] in the box next to the task you have chosen.

Write your answer here. Do not write outside of the box.

Task

Test takers write a piece of free writing from a choice of two given topics. The form of the
response may be:

- factual: leaflet, blog entry, article
- critical: review, report, essay
- analytical: essay

There is one text to write (150-200 words). There is a ‘tolerated’ word limit of 90-220 words
for Section 9.

Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus
To assess ability to write a short text from A choice of two topics providing the test taker
own experience, knowledge or imagination with the opportunity to give their point of

view, explain advantages and disadvantages
or develop an argument
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Scores

This item type has a weighting of ten score points.

Written responses (sections 8 and 9) are scored according to how well test takers perform
against the following criteria:

Has sufficient range of language to be able to give clear descriptions,
express viewpoints on most general topics using some complex
sentence forms

Shows a relatively high degree of grammatical and lexical control. Does
not make errors which cause misunderstanding

Accuracy

Coherence and Can use a limited number of cohesive devices to link his/her utterances
cohesion into clear coherent discourse, though there may be some ‘jumpiness’ in
a long contribution

Can produce clearly intelligible continuous writing which follows
standard layout and paragraphing conventions Spelling and
SLRUCEERLIBELIEI 1 cruation are reasonably accurate, but may show signs of mother
tongue influence

In addition, performance in this section is scored according to what the test taker can do
against the following criteria:

e el Can write clear, detailed texts on a variety of subjects related to his/her
field of interest, synthesizing and evaluating information and
arguments from a number of sources
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Summary: Written test item type information

Section

Item types

Objectives

Stimulus

1 3-option multiple | To assess ability to understand| Listen once to ten short recordings,| Short recordings of one or two
Listening choice the main detail in short spoken | either monologues or dialogues, speakers Including the following:
utterances by: and answer a single 3-option - transactional conversations
- identifying the speaker’s role multiple choice guestion or iSOCial conversations
1oentiying P i complete a sentence for each. Ten | - Public announcements
- identifying the speakers terms Including the following language
relationship functions:
- identifying the topic - request for goods or services
- identifying the situation - request for action
- recognizing the function - factual information
- understanding idiomatic - expression of feelings
expression - offer
- understanding expression of -invitation
feeling - apology . e
- understanding expression of - cr|t|C|sm/e><preSS|on of dissatisfaction
) - suggestion
attitude - persuasion
2: Dictation To assess ability to Listen to one person speaking and | Instructions, news bulletins,
Listening understand an extended write exactly what is heard with announcements, broadcast features
and utterance by transcribing a correct spellings. The extract is and factual information. The extracts
writing spoken text played twice, the second time with | are authentic, descriptive and
pauses, giving time to write down contain relatively formal language
word-for-word what is heard. One
dictation
3: Text, note Assess ability to extract Listen twice to two recordings, Authentic recordings of one or two
Listening completion specific information from either a monologue or dialogue, speakers giving or exchanging
extended spoken texts. and complete a text or notes for information. The items replicate real life
each using the information heard. | situations which require accurate
Ten gaps comprehension and transcription of
key information, (e.g., taking messages
or notes) Including the following:
- transactional conversations
- public announcements
- recorded messages
4: Gap fill 3-option | To assess ability to understand | Read five short texts, each Authentic text types include: labels,
Reading multiple choice the purpose, structure and containing a gap, and choose which| instructions, signs, notices, menus,
main idea of short written texts | of three answer options is the advertisements and announcements
missing word or phrase. Five gaps
5: 3-option multiple | To assess ability to Read a text and answer five Text types include: newspaper
Reading choice gnderstand the mgin ideas questions or completg five articles, magazine art!cles, leaflets,
in an extended written text sentences from a choice of three brochures or web articles
answer options. Five questions
or gaps
6: Open-ended Assess ability to understand Read two texts and answer eight Text types include: extended
Reading question the main points of short questions about them using single | informative text found in
written texts. words or short answers. Eight newspapers, magazines, leaflets,
questions brochures and website articles
7: Text, note Assess ability to extract Read a text and use information | Text types include letters, emails,
Reading completion specific information from an from it to fill seven gaps in a | advertisements, newspaper articles,
extended written text. second incomplete text or notes. | magazine articles, websites or
Seven gaps textbooks
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Write
correspondence

8: Writing

9: Writing | Write text

Assess ability to write a short
piece of correspondence.

To assess ability to write a
short text from own
experience, knowledge or
imagination

PEARSON ENGLISH INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATE
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Write an email or formal or
informal letter based on
information given in Section 7.
One text (90-120 words)

Write a piece of free writing from
a choice of two given topics. The
form of the response may be:

factual: leaflet, blog entry, article,
news advert, instructions, fact
sheet, interview

- critical: review, report, essay,
speech, comment

- analytical: essay, analysis of
issue or argument, explanation
One text (150-200 words)
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Instructions which include the
purpose of the text, the intended
content of the message and the
recipient. The task gives the test
taker the opportunity to convey
emotion or highlight the personal
significance of events and
experiences

A choice of two topics which
provides the test taker with the
opportunity to give an opinion or
reasons




6. Description of item types: Spoken test

This part of the guide presents a description of the item type within each section of the
spoken test. This includes what it tests, what test takers have to do, timing, the item type
objective, stimulus information and details on scoring.

Section 10: Speaking
Discussion
Section 10 is a Discussion item type. It assesses speaking skills. It tests ability to discuss a concrete
issue
MNow we are going to discuss something together. The topic is: "Zoos belong to
another age, and there is no place for them today”. What do you think?
[Use the following arguments as appropriate to take an opposing view to that of the test taker.]
For
* Help to educate people
* Helpwith conservation of endangered species
* (Offer breeding programs when animals in the wild can't find 2 mate
* Help with rehabilitation of abandoned wild animals that have been kept as pets
Against
# Animals have nghts and we shouldn't interfere with these
* Animals in captivity suffer frem stress and boredem when confined
#* Removing animals from the wild reduces genetic diversity and thus further
endangers survival of species
* Animals can escape, causing environmental hazards and threatening lives of
people whao live nearby.
Image displaying interlocutor script and instructions.
Task

Test takers give and support opinions on a topic in response to prompts put by the interlocutor.
This section of the test is 2 minutes.

23
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Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus

To assess ability to discuss a concrete or A discussion topic about which it is feasible

abstract issue to have equally valid opposing opinions,
feelings or ideas. The topic may be a
concrete or abstract issue or one related to
an area of general interest. The test taker
will be invited to speculate or respond to a
hypothesis

Section 11: Speaking

Describe picture

Section 11 comprises a describe picture item type. It assesses speaking skills. It tests
ability to speak continuously about a picture and interpret some aspect of it.

Mowi, here are two pictures showing children at school. Pleaze tell me what you
can see in the pictures.

[Hand the pictures fo the test taker]

o e L T Y T
il ey
Ve ™ i

Alright? Begin now please.
(Ao the test fober to spealk for abowt one minwte, then ask this secondary prompt]

Do you think the changes that hawve taken place in the classroom and teaching
today are producing better educated children tham in 1936, when the earlier
photo was taken?

[Retrieve the pictures]

Image displaying interlocutor script and instructions, and example pictures given to test takers.
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Task

Test takers speak without interruption about a picture in response to a prompt posed by
the interlocutor (up to 45 seconds). This is followed by a second instruction to interpret
some aspect of the picture. This section of the test is 1.5 minutes.

Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus

To assess ability to speak continuously about | Two related pictures and two questions. The
two related picture and interpret some aspect | first prompt is always “Tell me what you can see
of them in the pictures.” The second prompt is an
instruction to the test taker to interpret some
aspect of the pictures or to express a personal
reaction to them

The pictures may include some unusual
element that invites comment or explanation.
They may illustrate two alternative options and
may allude to a topical issue

25
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Section 12: Speaking

Role play

Section 12 comprises a Role play item type. It assesses speaking skills. It tests ability to
perform and respond to basic language functions appropriately.

Now we are going to take part in a role play. Here is a card with the situation on it.
Please read it to yourself.

[Hand the card to the test taker. Allow up to 15 seconds to study the card]

Test taker's card

The situation: You are a student. You are talking about your work at school.
The examiner is your teacher.

Your goal: You want to persuade the teacher to give you less handwritten

work and to let you use computers more for researching on the Internet

Interlocutor’s script

¥ou are a student at a school. You are talking about changes you want to make

at school. | am your teacher.
Alright? You start.

Suggested prompts
¢ Butit's impertant that you get practice in handwriting
¢ Does everyone have sccess to a computer?
* Thereis a good school library, you know

* | suppose we have to move with the times

[Retrieve the card]

Thank you. That is the end of the test.

Image displaying interlocutor script and instructions, and example role card given to test takers.

Task

Test takers take part in a role play with the interlocutor using a role card with
information and instructions. The situation may involve some difference of status or
social distance between participants (necessitating adjustment of register). It may
require test takers to state a problem which then needs to be solved jointly, explain or
justify a course of action or speculate about the possible consequences of future
action. This section of the test is 2 minutes.
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Objective, stimulus

Objective Stimulus

To assess ability to perform and respond to The interlocutor gives the test taker up to 15
basic language functions appropriately seconds to read a role card with:

Including the following language functions: - an explanation of the situation

- greeting and leave-taking (and self - a specification of the roles to be taken by
introduction) the test taker and the interlocutor

- asking for things -a specification of the test taker's goal (e.g.,
- asking for information to reach an agreement, complete a

- responding to requests transaction, etc.)

- offering - if necessary and appropriate, instructions
- accepting as to the tone or mood that the test taker
- responding to offers should adopt

- thanking, giving information - visual support where appropriate

- apologizing, asking for directions
- giving or following instructions

- inviting

- accepting/declining invitations

- suggesting or advising

- responding to suggestions or advice
- congratulating

- expressing sympathy

- complaining

- negotiating

- justifying a course of action

Scores

The score points for speaking are aggregated and contribute up to 25 marks towards the
total score over the written and spoken tests of 100 marks.

The test taker is scored on how well they perform over the three speaking sections
against the following criteria:

Can produce stretches of language with a fairly even tempo, although
Fluency can be hesitant as he/she searches for patterns and expressions There
are few noticeable long pauses

Can initiate discourse, take his/her turn when appropriate and end
conversation when he/she needs to, although may not always do this
elegantly Can help the discussion along on familiar ground confirming
comprehension and inviting others in

Interaction

Has sufficient range of language to be able to give clear descriptions,
express viewpoints on most general topics, without much conspicuous
searching for words, using some complex sentence forms

Shows a relatively high degree of grammatical and lexical control Does
not make errors which cause misunderstanding, and can correct most
of his/her mistakes

Accuracy

Has acquired clear, natural pronunciation and intonation

Phonological control
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Summary: Spoken test item type information

Section

Item types

Objectives

Stimulus

Including the following
language functions:

- greeting and leave
-taking (and self
introduction)

- asking for things

- asking for information
- responding to requests
- offering

- accepting

- responding to offers

- thanking

- giving information

- apologising

- asking for directions

- giving or following
instructions

- inviting

- accepting/declining
invitations

- suggesting or advising
- responding to
suggestions or advice -
congratulating

- expressing sympathy
- complaining

- negotiating

- justifying a course of
action

instructions. The situation may
involve some difference of status
or social distance between
participants (necessitating
adjustment of register). It may
require test takers to state a
problem which then needs to be
solved jointly, explain or justify a
course of action or speculate
about the possible consequences
of future action

Section Discussion Assess the ability to discuss (2 minutes) A discussion topic about which it is
10: a concrete or abstract ) . feasible to have equally valid opposing
. Give and support opinions on a . : : :
Speaking issue topic in response to prompts put opinions, feelings or ideas. Theltop|c
by the interlocutor may be a concrete or abstract issue or
one related to an area of general
interest. The test taker will be invited to
speculate or respond to a hypothesis
Section Describe To assess ability to speak (1.5 minutes) Speak without Two related pictures and two
11: picture continuously about two interruption about two pictures questions. The first prompt is always
Speaking related pictures and in response to a prompt posed “Tell me what you can see in the
interpret some aspect of by the interlocutor (up to 1 pictures.” The second prompt is an
them minute). This is followed by a instruction to the test taker to interpret
second instruction to interpret some aspect of the pictures or to
some aspect of the pictures. The express a personal reaction to them
visuals are designed to elicit The pictures may include some
language of comparison and unusual element that invites comment
contrast as well as expression of or explanation. They may illustrate two
ideas, opinions and feelings alternative options and may allude to a
topical issue
Section Role play To assess ability to perform | (2 minutes) Take partin a role The interlocutor gives the test taker up
12: and respond to language play with the interlocutor using a to 15 seconds to read a role card with:
Speaking functions appropriately role card with information and - an explanation of the situation - a

specification of the roles to be taken by
the test taker and the interlocutor - a
specification of the test taker’s goal
(e.g., toreach an agreement, complete
a transaction, etc.) - if necessary and
appropriate, instructions as to the tone
or mood that the test taker should
adopt - visual support where
appropriate
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7. Results, reports and certificates

Results

Candidate results can be accessed via the Edexcel Online (EOL) system. Please check the
exam timetable for the date these results will be available. Candidates’ “Statements of
Provisional Results” will be sent out via courier on the date listed in the test timetable. The
statement of results is divided into two, length-ways, with a perforated seam down the
middle. Separate the copies and issue one to the candidate and keep the other for your
records. Although results are dispatched on fixed dates, Pearson is unable to guarantee
the dates on which they will be received; delays may occur in transit.

Please note: Statements of results are provisional and in certain circumstances may not
reflect the grade awarded on candidates’ certificates.

Pearson takes the responsibility for issuing accurate results very seriously. We have quality
assurance checks at every point in the exam cycle, from recruiting examiners to setting
grade boundaries. We know however that there may be times when a candidate wants
reassurance about a grade. In these circumstances, you may refer to our post-results
services.

For Pearson English International Certificate and Pearson English International Certificate Young
Learners, there are two services available:

1. Review of Marking - A review of marking is a check that our examiners have marked
externally assessed components correctly. It can be requested via Edexcel Online
(EOL), it costs £39.50 per paper and the outcome will be available within 20 days of the
date the application was submitted. This is referred to on EOL as EAR2.

2. Appeal - An appeal is a check that our awarding body has followed procedures
accurately, fairly, and consistently to regulatory requirements. The maximum amount
that we will charge is £120 per examination component for the initial appeal
investigation, and £150 for any subsequent appeal hearing.

To learn more about post-results services, please visit our website. For any queries, please
contact our customer service team at pgs.internationaleo@pearson.com.

Candidate Performance Reports

Candidates’ “Performance Reports” will be distributed to centres via email following the dispatch of the
results documents. They should be printed in A4 format and distributed to the candidates by the
centres
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Certificates

Two to three weeks after receipt of provisional results, test certificates are issued and sent
via courier to the test centre on the date listed in the test timetable. If any test taker details
are incorrect, you will need to make candidate amendments on EOL. Click here to see

step-by-step video guides that explain the process. Although certificates are dispatched on
fixed dates, Pearson is unable to guarantee the dates on which they will be received;

delays may occur in transit.

Pearson
Edexcel Level | Certificate in
ESOL International (CEF B2)

(English International Certificate)

PEARSON TEST OF ENGLISH GENERAL (CEF B2)

This is to certify that

Jane Catherine Doe
has achieved a

PASS (WITH MERIT)

In December 2020

SO0 520 | 100152622 2097

S0/ 1936,0 ismued 09.01 /302 |

ofqual

REGULATED

reqister.afqual.gov.uk

N

Darek Rinarason

Responsinie Ocer
Pearsan Egucation Lid
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8 Contact us

For all administration enquiries relating to the conduct of International Certificate please
contact our customer service team. Please contact our customer service team at
pgs.internationaleo@pearson.com.

Phone:
+44 (0) 120 4770 696
Monday to Friday between 8am and 5pm GMT.

Address:

Language Testing Division of Pearson
Operations Team

80 Strand

London

WC2R ORL

UK
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