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Purpose Statement 

Name of regulated qualification 

QN: 603/7056/7 Title: Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in 
Art and Design Practice 

 

Who is this qualification for? 
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Art and Design is ideal for you if you are a 
pre-16 student working at level 1 or level 2 and would like to develop creative skills and learn 
more about the art and design sector. This course offers a practical introduction to life and work 
in the art and design sector. The qualification, which is 120 GLH, is the same size and level as a 
GCSE.  

The creative sector 
The skills developed through an education in art and design are integral to many roles within  
the creative sector, which is a collection of exciting and vibrant industries including fashion, 
games, advertising, graphics and publishing, craft and product design, interior design and 
architecture. Collectively, the creative sector in the UK contributed nearly £112 billion to the 
economy in 2019, and has grown by 7.4% since 2017, a rate of growth 5 times that of the 
overall UK economy. 

What does the qualification cover? 

This qualification will offer you the opportunity to build the range of knowledge, understanding 
and practical skills you need to progress to further learning, and will also give you an engaging 
and stimulating introduction to the world of art and design. You will explore some of the key 
areas within the creative sector, learning how to address the needs of clients and create art and 
design work that meets creative project briefs. 

Everyone taking this qualification will study two components, covering the following content 
areas: 

● Component 1: Creative Practice in Art and Design - investigating art and design practice 
to inform generation and communication of ideas and developing practical skills through 
exploration of specialist materials, techniques and processes. 

● Component 2: Responding to a Brief - applying art and design skills and techniques to 
develop a response to a brief. 
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Where will this take me? 
Once you have completed the qualification, you will have developed a practical understanding 
of the art and design sector. You will have built useful skills, which are not generally covered in 
GCSE courses, and you will have developed a good understanding of whether the art and 
design sector is for you, and if so, which part of it you might want to study further.  

If you decide to go on to further study in art and design, the best option for you will depend on 
the grades you have achieved in this and the other qualifications you have taken, and what you 
enjoy doing. You could progress to a Level 2 Technical Certificate or to a Level 3 programme, 
such as A Levels, a T Level or a BTEC National, either on its own or in combination with A 
levels. 

Whether you are interested in developing skills in fashion design, creating and making new 
clothes and accessories, or creating characters and designs for animations and computer 
games, or graphics for books, magazines and advertising, you will be able to explore and 
develop the relevant skills through this qualification. 

What other subjects go well with art and design practice? 
This course builds on and uses the knowledge and skills you learn in your GCSEs, particularly 
in Art and Design. It can also be complementary learning for GCSEs in Design and Technology 
and Computer Science, or the Tech Award in Creative Media Production. This course is 
different from studying GCSEs, as, by taking part in developing responses to vocational 
assignment briefs, it gives you the opportunity to apply your knowledge, skills and the 
techniques you learn in practical ways.  
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