
BTEC assessment and results 
2022/23 - schools & colleges guide

In this guide you will find all the information you 
need on assessment if you are a BTEC educator. 
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The principles around 
awarding results in 2023 

This year the Government has confirmed that exams, external and 
internal assessments should go ahead as planned. Ofqual has set out 
their plans for awarding qualifications in 2023 and their plans to return 
to a normal, pre-pandemic approach to grading this summer for A 
levels, AS levels and GCSEs, as well as for vocational qualifications. 

Our guiding principle and approach to awarding BTEC qualification results in 2023 is to 
return to pre-pandemic performance standards, but with checks and balances that allow 
us to be sensitive to the disruption learners have faced (just as for A levels and GCSEs). 
We aim to ensure learners are not advantaged or disadvantaged, as far as possible, 
compared to those studying for GCSEs and A levels.

Key dates 
This year, the key dates relating to the issuing of results are as follows: 

5  
July

Claiming and internal assessment grade submission deadline 
You must have made a full award claim before 5 July for all learners who 
are expecting to receive a result in August 2023. You must also submit all 
internal assessment grades by this deadline. 
If you haven’t, we will be unable to guarantee your learners will 
receive a result in August. 

9  
August

Release of Level 3 results to centres under embargo

16  
August

Release of Level 2 results to centres under embargo

17  
August

Level 3 results issued to students

24  
August

Level 2 results issued to students

 
For further information please see our key dates timeline.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/grading-exams-and-assessments-in-summer-2023-and-autumn-2022
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/Information-manual/btec-new-key-dates-timeline.pdf


P
R

IN
C

IP
LE

S 
A

N
D

 K
EY

 D
A

TE
S

3

Ofqual checkpoints 

This year we have worked in partnership with schools and colleges 
to meet three Ofqual checkpoints for these in scope qualifications.

 Checkpoint 1 | 26 May
The latest date by which awarding organisations must have agreed with schools and 
colleges which students should expect to receive a result by 17 August.

 Checkpoint 2 | 23 June
The latest date by which awarding organisations must have agreed with schools and 
colleges on the remaining information or evidence needed for each student to receive 
a result.

 Checkpoint 3 | 14 August
The latest date by which awarding organisations should issue VTQ results to schools 
and colleges.

Read more about the Ofqual checkpoint deadlines

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/assessment-hub/btec-qualifications-in-scope-of-summer-2023-summer-checkpoints.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vtq-results-action-plan-measures-for-2023/level-3-vtq-results-action-plan-measures-for-2023


H
O

W
 B

TE
C

 Q
U

A
LI

FI
C

A
TI

O
N

S 
A

R
E 

A
W

A
R

D
ED

How BTEC qualifications  
grades are awarded  

For Level 3 BTEC Nationals, for example, most qualifications are made 
up of around 60% of internally assessed units which are assessed by 
you and quality assured by Pearson. External assessments (usually 
around 40% of the qualification) are set, marked and awarded by 
Pearson. 

To award a result, the following stages must be completed: 

   

 
 
The diagram below shows an example of a learner completing a BTEC Level 3 National 
Diploma (720), the units making up the qualification, the support available and the key 
milestone dates: 

1
The learner must be 

registered for the 
course

2 3 4
Their school or college 

must submit their 
grades for internally 

assessed units

The learner must have 
received a grade for 
externally assessed 

units 

Their school or college 
must have submitted 

a claim for their 
qualification

Without all this information, we are unable to award a result

4

School/college 
submits claim for 
a learner’s final 

qualification result

FINAL DEADLINE
5 July 23

School/college tell 
Pearson which 

learners are 
expecting a result 

in August

26 May 23

External Assessment 
by Pearson

Internal Assessment
by School or College

60%

2021/22  |  YEAR 1

Outcomes supplied to 
Pearson for quality checks

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3

2022/23  |  YEAR 2

Final deadline for outcomes to
be supplied to Pearson for 

quality checks - 5 July 23

Unit 6 Unit 7

Unit 5Unit 4 Unit 8

Due to Covid, selected Internal Unit grades 
assessed one learning aim rather than three 

or four (at the school/college discretion)

Special consideration 
process followed by 
schools/colleges for 
learners unable to 
take exams in 2022 

due to Covid

The impact of Covid on 
teaching and learning 

was taken into account 
when setting unit level 

grade boundaries in 
2022, which were 

generally lower than 
previous years

Results issued
17 or 24 August 23

40%

Key 

Standard assessment process

Mitigations due to Covid

School/college is 
sent final results 

for checking 
(under embargo) 

9 August 23

There will be a return to 
pre-pandemic standards. 
However as is always the 

case when setting unit level 
boundaries, any differences 

observed in performance 
overall will be taken into 

consideration



Additional support and 
adaptations due to Covid 

Following guidance from the Government, a package of support was 
in place to support BTEC students taking assessments in 2021/22, 
including: 

• Streamlined Assessments for Internally Assessed Units – internal unit grades 
awarded by teachers and tutors were streamlined and based on assessment of one 
learning aim or objective, rather than three or four 

• Special Considerations – the Special Consideration process was in place as usual, 
meaning learners who unavoidably missed external assessments could be awarded 
unit grades by Pearson  

• Grade Boundaries for Externally Assessed Units – for BTEC assessments set and 
marked by Pearson, we looked to award grade boundaries for those units in the best 
place to achieve parity in Summer 2022 with A levels and GCSEs. 

This year, the majority of students finishing their qualification will have units already 
banked from 2021/22, where this support was in place. 
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How we will set Grade 
Boundaries for External 
Assessments in Summer 2023 

A group of subject and technical experts set grade boundaries (the 
number of marks needed to achieve a certain grade) after each 
external assessment has taken place. They review a range of evidence 
to make sure there is fairness, validity and robustness in the grade 
boundaries recommended. 

Just as for A levels and GCSEs, we use qualitative and quantitative information to guide us in 
how we set grade boundaries. The types of evidence the subject experts look at includes: 

The subject experts make a final recommendation considering all the available pieces of 
evidence. The results are also discussed with other awarding organisations, with oversight 
from Ofqual.
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Appeals & further support

Appeals

For BTEC results for May/June 2023 external assessments, the appeals 
process that is detailed in the JCQ Guide to Awarding Bodies’ Appeal 
Processes will apply. We’ve also created an Appeals Decision Tree to 
help guide you.

Further support 

For the latest information on summer 2023 results, please visit our 
Teaching, Learning and Assessment support page, or you can 
contact us.
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https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Appeals_Booklet_2023_FINAL.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Appeals_Booklet_2023_FINAL.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/delivering-btec-qualifications/btec-appeals-centre-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/vq-assessment-hub/teaching-learning-and-assessment-2022-2023.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus

