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BTEC Level 3 / Level 4 Foundation Diploma in Art and Design
Overview
During these extraordinary times, many teachers, students and families have been feeling
uncertain and anxious about the closure of schools and colleges, and the impact on students
completing their qualifications this year. We know this has been extremely unsettling, and it
remains our overwhelming priority to support you throughout this unprecedented situation.
In light of the ongoing restrictions in relation to Covid-19, school and college closures, and
following close consultation with Ofqual, we have prepared this guidance to support our
plans for continuing with External Examination, and our position on assessment of the BTEC
Foundation Diploma in Art and Design.
Ofqual has agreed that assessment should continue or adapt, and in the event students
have been prevented from completing due to Covid-19, centres can put forward a 'centre
assessment grade'. This is only available to students who were expected to complete in
Summer 2020, and were prevented from gaining a result due to Covid-19.
We recognise that the Foundation Diploma is in a unique position compared to other BTEC
qualifications, as all units prior to Unit 10 are Pass only, and the overall qualification grade is
conferred by the grade achieved for Unit 10. Therefore, specific arrangements have been
made to manage the assessment and external quality assurance of the Foundation Diploma
this Summer.

Summary of changes
We have added a statement on malpractice and maladministration.

This guidance includes the following topics:
● Revised External Examination process

● Flexibility when assessing Unit 10 Final Major Project
● Questions and Answers

● Useful links and contact for further support
● Equalities and Objectivity

● Malpractice and Maladministration
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Revised External Examination process
Remote sampling
External Examination sampling will take place remotely, and we plan to recommence the
process in June 2020. Centres should use an appropriate file sharing platform (Dropbox,
Google Drive, One Drive, Yousendit, etc.). To ensure the safety of External Examiners and
postal workers, please do not post any physical work or memory sticks.
For shared drives, please ensure the External Examiner has the required permissions to
access the evidence. All files and folders should be clearly labelled to ensure the External
Examiner can navigate the evidence easily.
New minimum sample size
In order to accommodate remote sampling and reduce the administrative burden on centres,
sampling will only look at Unit 10, and the minimum sample will be 3 x student Unit 10
portfolios, covering the full range of grades awarded. The sample must include examples
where a ‘centre assessment grade’ has been calculated. External Examiners retain the right to
ask for more samples if further evidence is needed to verify the accuracy of assessment
decisions.
Arranging the sample
Centres should discuss sampling arrangements with their External Examiner before sending
any materials. Discussion should cover any areas where alternative evidence has been used
for assessment, or where centre assessment grades have been applied. The sample should
include:
●
●
●
●
●

The assignment brief for Unit 10
Internal verification of the assignment brief
Student evidence*, including authenticity declaration
Assessment decisions and feedback
Standardisation and Internal verification of assessment decisions

*Please see the Questions and Answers sections for more guidance on assessment
evidence.
Evidence for the Details Comments section of the External Examination report
Usually, this section would be completed following a discussion with the programme team at
the visit. As this is not possible, the External Examiner will need to see some basic evidence
relating to programme management. This could include:
●
●
●
●

Assessment plan
Minutes of team meetings
Student Handbook
Minutes of Assessment Boards (if applicable)
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It will also be useful to let the External Examiner know of any changes to programme
management since the last visit. The External Examiner will have access to the previous
report and will be able to update the relevant sections, noting any changes. Where possible,
the
Programme Leader and External Examiner may also discuss programme management and
assessment by telephone or video call.
As it will not be possible to meet students, the Student Support section of the report will
focus on discussion with programme staff and any evidence from the centre’s published
support materials.

Flexibility when assessing Unit 10 Final Major Project
The following table looks at each assessment criterion in turn and discusses alternative
approaches to assessment and evidence where required. Centres should discuss their
assessment processes and the evidence used with their External Examiner.
Due to the constraints of remote working, assessment criteria P8 and M3 can be
‘discounted’. A student achieving all the other criteria at the same grade may be awarded the
overall grade. e.g.:
●
●
●

A student achieving all Pass criteria apart from P8 may be awarded a Pass
A student achieving all Pass and Merit criteria apart from P8 and M3 may be awarded
a Merit
A student achieving all Pass, Merit and Distinction criteria apart from P8 and M3 may
be awarded a Distinction

In all cases, where evidence from the Final Major Project is unavailable, incomplete or
compromised, centres may use alternative evidence sources from elsewhere in the
programme.
These are discussed in more detail in the Questions and Answers section.
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Pass
Assessment Criteria

Comments

Suggested evidence

P1 propose a timebound
Final Major Project

This should not be unduly affected, and can be assessed via
the Statement of Intent from each student. For centres
where the Final Major Project did not commence until after
restrictions came in, Assessors are advised to take this into
consideration when assessing P1.

Statement of Intent.

P2 research relevant
historical, cultural and
contemporary sources

Contextual research should not be unduly affected. Though
it is recognised that primary research from visits, interviews
and face-to-face contact may be compromised, this should
not undermine achievement of P2.

Research notes, annotations,
references, bibliography.

P3 apply appropriate
references to the
realisation of the Final
Major Project

The ability to reference research sources should not be
affected. It is recognised that not all students will have been
able to ‘realise’ their intended outcomes. Therefore,
‘realisations’ can be defined as any practical work that
students were able to produce. Students are encouraged to
discuss this in their evaluation.

Research notes, annotations,
references, bibliography.

P4 appraise the
effectiveness of the Final
Major Project
development

While Final Major Project outcomes may be compromised,
students are encouraged to reflect on their ideas
development, working processes and evaluate their
effectiveness.

Annotations, journal, blog,
evaluation.

P5 identify and follow up
issues, responses and
dilemmas

The current situation should provide plenty of opportunities
for students to discuss how they responded to challenges,
in terms of adapting their working processes and creative
decisions.

Annotations, journal, blog,
evaluation.

P6 reflect on Exploratory
and Pathway Stages in
relation to the Final Major
Project

This should not be unduly affected, and students should
reflect on how their Final Major Project relates to their
development during the early stages of the programme.

Annotations, journal, blog,
evaluation.

P7 propose alternative
resolutions

The current situation should provide plenty of opportunities
for students to discuss how their original intentions have
been affected, and any alternative approaches or solutions
they developed.

Annotations, journal, blog,
evaluation.

P8 exhibit a Final Major
Project

It is recognised that a physical exhibition of project
outcomes will not be possible this year. This will affect every
student and therefore achievement of this assessment
criterion can be discounted.

Digital presentation of final
outcomes, where possible.
Discussion of intended
outcomes, if relevant.

P9 reflect on proposals
and realisations

It is recognised that not all students will have been able to
produce final outcomes, or that final outcomes may be
compromised. Therefore, ‘realisations’ can be defined as any
practical work that students were able to produce. Students
are encouraged to discuss this in their evaluation.

Final outcomes, or designs/
plans for intended final
outcomes. Annotations,
journal, blog, evaluation,
reflection on work
completed in relation to
Statement of Intent.
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Merit
Assessment Criteria

Comments

Suggested evidence

M1 manage a personal
synthesis of in-depth
research to inform and
invigorate considered
contextual referencing in
the Final Major Project

Contextual research should not be unduly affected.
However, it is recognised that primary research from visits,
interviews and face-to-face contact may be compromised.
Assessment of M1 should be based on the quality, relevance
and depth of personal research.

Research notes, annotations,
references, bibliography.

M2 sustain levels of
commitment and
attention to detail within
the Final Major Project

It is recognised that many students have had to deal with
significant challenges, including personal health and
wellbeing, financial and social pressures, and that this may
have substantially affected their ability to maintain focus,
commitment and attention to detail. Assessors are advised
to consider this carefully when assessing M2 and students
are encouraged to record and discuss any issues they have
faced.

Annotations, journal, blog,
evaluation. Evidence from
previous projects if required.

M3 demonstrate the
capacity to devise and
construct a substantive
body of work
demonstrating consistent
quality

It is recognised that many students will not be able to
produce a substantive body of work, and that quality and
consistency may be compromised. In this case, alternative
evidence sources may be considered, including work from
previous projects that demonstrates the student’s ability to
meet M3.

Portfolio of practical work,
annotations, journal, blog,
final outcomes, including
outcomes from previous
projects if required.

M4 demonstrate the
ability to objectively
reflect on the
development of the Final
Major Project, devising
appropriate quality
solutions

It is recognised that not all students will have been able to
produce final outcomes, or that final outcomes may be
compromised. Therefore, ‘appropriate quality solutions’ may
be defined as plans or designs for intended outcomes,
where necessary.

Final outcomes, or designs/
plans for intended final
outcomes. Annotations,
journal, blog, evaluation,
reflection on work
completed in relation to
Statement of Intent.

M5 work collaboratively
in seeking out and using
the advice of others to
extend and develop the
potential of the Final
Major Project

It is recognised that the ability for students to work
collaboratively will have been compromised. Social
distancing/isolation restrictions will have meant that many
students will not have had access to practical advice and
expertise from others during their Final Major Project. This
will affect every student and therefore achievement of this
assessment criterion can be discounted.

Portfolio of practical work,
annotations, journal, blog,
final outcomes, where
possible.
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Distinction
Assessment Criteria

Comments

Suggested evidence

D1 appraise and
articulate critical decision
making through the Final
Major Project, showing
the ability to engage with
original thinking, concepts
and approaches

The ability to demonstrate engagement with original
thinking, concepts and approaches should not generally be
undermined, though it is recognised that students’ critical
decision making may focus more on responses to the
constraints of remote working. Access to specialist
resources is also a factor, and Assessors should take this
into consideration when assessing D1.

Research notes, annotations,
journal, blog, references,
bibliography, practical
outcomes.

D2 respond proactively,
independently and
imaginatively to
challenges and
constraints in the
realisation of the Final
Major Project

The current situation should provide plenty of opportunities
for students to discuss how they responded to challenges
and constraints in terms of adapting their working
processes and creative decisions. It is recognised that not all
students will have been able to ‘realise’ their intended
outcomes. Therefore, ‘realisations’ can be defined as any
practical work that students were able to produce. Students
are encouraged to discuss this in their evaluation.

Annotations, journal, blog,
evaluation. Final outcomes,
where possible, or
designs/plans for intended
final outcomes.

D3 demonstrate the
ability to apply a
professional rigour
and standard to the Final
Major Project

It is recognised that not all students will have been able to
apply a professional rigour and standard to their Final Major
Project. Students are encouraged to discuss this in their
evaluation. Access to specialist resources is a major factor,
and Assessors should take this into consideration when
assessing D3. Alternative evidence sources may be
considered, including work from previous projects that
demonstrates the student’s ability to meet the D3.

Portfolio of practical work,
annotations, journal, blog,
final outcomes, including
outcomes from previous
projects if required.

D4 understand and apply
informed self-critical
judgement when
identifying success
potential in the Final
Major Project

It is recognised that not all students will have been able to
produce final outcomes, or that final outcomes may be
compromised. Therefore, evaluation and critical reflection
may focus on this, and discuss intended outcomes and
designs rather than a final outcome.

Final outcomes, or designs/
plans for intended final
outcomes. Annotations,
journal, blog, evaluation,
reflection on work
completed in relation to
Statement of Intent.

D5 demonstrate the
ability to proactively
engage in critical debate
that informs and extends
the Final Major Project

Contextual research and awareness of contemporary critical
debate should not be unduly affected. However, group
critiques and direct engagement with peers, tutors and
potential audience are likely to have been compromised
and Assessors should take this into consideration when
assessing D5. Alternative evidence sources may be
considered, including observations of individual
contribution to group critiques, discussions and debate
during previous projects that demonstrate the student’s
ability to meet the D5.

Research notes, annotations,
references, bibliography,
journal, blog, evaluation,
observation of group
critiques, discussions and
debates, including previous
projects if required.
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Questions and Answers
My students haven’t been able to complete their Final Major Projects. How can we
make assessment decisions?
In line with Ofqual guidance, centres may provide a ‘centre assessment grade’. These results
will be calculated by drawing on a range of evidence. They may be based in part on tutor
judgements of the result each student would most likely have achieved had they been able
to complete their assessments in summer 2020. Evidence may include practical evidence
from previous projects, tutor observation records, tutorial records and predicted grades
made during the programme.
We appreciate that Units 1-9 do not carry Merit or Distinction outcomes. Where a student
would most likely have achieved a Merit or Distinction for the qualification, evidence from
previous projects, tutorial records and predicted grades may provide justification for the
awarding of the relevant grade, if they demonstrate that the student was working beyond
the Pass grade.
What evidence is needed to support a certificate claim based on a ‘centre assessment
grade’?
In order to claim certificates, students must have, as a minimum:
●
●
●

completed and passed the Exploratory Stage units 1, 2 and 3,
completed and passed the Pathway Stage units 4, 5 and 6 (for Level 3) or 7, 8 and 9
(Level 4)
submitted at least a 'Statement of Intent' and associated research to support a grade
calculation for Unit 10

Units 1, 2 and 3 of the Exploratory Stage should have been completed before Covid-19
restrictions began. If any students have been unable to complete the Pathway Stage units,
tutors may assess any missing criteria against evidence submitted for Unit 10.
Centres must provide evidence of centre assessment grades are either ratified by an
Assessment Board or (where Assessment Boards do not exist) undergo standardisation,
whereby more than one Assessor has reviewed the evidence and they have come to an
agreement on the centre assessment grade.
As an Awarding Organisation, we will also:
●
●

continue with External Examination in June/July 2020, in order to authorise the
release of certificates
provide External Examiners with:
o centre profile information
o the previous 2 years’ certificate claims, to compare with grade claims this year
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Some of my students have had access to resources and support to complete their Final
Major Project, but others haven’t. How do I make sure assessment is fair?
We are allowing some flexibility when assessing the Unit 10 Final Major Project, and
recognise that individual students will have experienced different challenges during the
Covid-19 pandemic. Just as students from different centres will have been affected
differently, so may students from the same cohort. Individual health, physical and mental
wellbeing, financial, social and family contexts will also have affected a student’s ability to
complete their Final Major Project.
A lack of access to specialist resources and support should be taken into consideration when
assessing student work. In some cases, students may have only been able to produce
designs or plans for final outcomes. The table above provides guidance on each assessment
criterion, and where necessary, you may use alternative evidence to support the awarding of
a centre assessment grade.
My centre is now closed completely and I don’t have access to any evidence or records
At the time of publication, the UK is in ‘lockdown’, with significant restrictions on travel and
work. However, we hope that by the end of the Summer term, at least some of these
restrictions will have been reviewed, so it may be possible that by the time we recommence
External Examination, you will be able to access the systems and information you need.
Deadlines for External Examination may also be extended, so that we can accommodate
centres where access is difficult.

Useful links and contact for further support
Useful links
● Ofqual
● Higher education support for centres teaching and learning online - statement and
links to Pearson guidance and resources to help during the pandemic. This is also
relevant for the Foundation Diploma
● Pearson statement and guidance for UK BTEC and WBL centres
● Pearson statement and guidance for international centres
Further support
If you have any questions, please contact the Pearson Customer Portal.

New RQF Foundation Diploma in Art, Design and Media Practice from 2020
The new specification is now published here and is ready for first teaching from September
2020. You can access the specification here, and a new Delivery Guide and support materials
will be published soon.
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Equalities and Objectivity
It is important that when forming any judgment on a Centre Assessment Grade for a learner
a centre should consider any reasonable adjustment to mitigate any adverse impact of the
Centre Assessment Grade process. We are committed to ensuring that all learners are
treated fairly through these mitigating measures, and we acknowledge that centres will be
best placed to accommodate this within their Centre Assessment Grade judgements.
As Ofqual has advised, "centres should use their professional experience to make a fair and
objective judgement of the grade they believe a learner would have achieved had teaching
and learning continued as normal and they were able to complete their assessments. For
learners with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), or other vulnerable
learners, we propose centres should make their judgement assuming learners had continued
to receive any usual additional learning support and had any agreed reasonable adjustments
in place.”
Centres will be aware of any reasonable adjustments in place for learners and Centre
Assessment Grades should be made on the basis that reasonable adjustments would have
been in place should assessment have taken place. Protected characteristics should also be
considered as part of this. Similarly, centres should also take into account any special
consideration which may have impacted upon a learner’s achievement in previous
work/assessments if this is used as a basis for a Centre Assessment Grade.
In its published outcomes, Ofqual has recognised the importance of ensuring non-bias in
Centre Assessment Grades during this time and has provided additional guidance to
Awarding Organisations and Heads of Centres to support this. If you need support or
guidance please do contact our sector specialists, whose details are here.
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Malpractice and Maladministration
Assessments can be adapted so that students are able to progress in their learning and
life despite the current disruptions to our normal way of teaching, learning and assessing. It
is important that centres ensure standards are maintained when assessments are adapted. As
with all of our internally assessed assessments, we expect our centres to deliver and assess
them appropriately. Centres should also be aware of the heightened potential of learner
malpractice where assessments are adapted – through personation for online assessment or
collusion between learners for example.
We may need to investigate where there are concerns centres may not have delivered
adapted assessments appropriately or not followed the centre assessed grade process
guidance. Centres are reminded to report all instances of suspected malpractice to Pearson
via candidatemalpractice@pearson.com (for learner malpractice) or
via pqsmalpractice@pearson.com (teacher malpractice and maladministration).
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