
T Level Craft and Design - Core content changes



Use the drop-down menu to 
select September 2026.

This is for students starting in 
September 2026 and taking 
the Core Exam in Summer 
2027. 
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The Core 
Content 
changes are in 
the September 
2026 
specification 
which is 
available on the 
website



This is the content that starts 
on Page 16 of the 
specification.

Changes impact Content 
areas 1 through 10.

The ESP and the OS are not 
affected. 
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Changes only impact 
the Core Content 
assessed in the Core 
Exam Paper.



If you are unsure about 
specific changes then refer 
to the summary of changes. 
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NOTE:
This document 
describes the general 
changes and those with 
greater impact on 
teaching.

Detailed changes are 
given in the Summary of 
changes table at the 
front of the 
specification



Why did we make changes?

SECTION TITLE

Accessibility

Ensuring language is 
accessible for 16 – 18 year-
olds and clarifying the 
meaning of some terms. 

Deliverability

Clarifying the scope and 
depth of teaching for 
content areas. 
Reducing the repetition of 
terms to help distinguish 
between content areas. 

Sector relevance

More conventional terms 
were used that better 
aligned with the sector.

Corrections

Feedback indicated that 
some sections referred to 
processes or titles that 
were not in line with 
common industry 
conventions. 
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Riders are the term used to 
describe the section at the 
start of each content area 
with:
‘Students should be able 
to…’
Riders define:
• the type of question that 

can be asked in the exam
• the scope of teaching. 
There are two general  
changes:
• Clarifying discuss 

responses, which 
changes ‘interrelate’ to 
‘connections’

• ‘Product, content or 
service’ revised to just 
‘products’.
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General changes throughout

Riders
2024 Specification - example 2026 Specification - example   

 



More specific terms 
used to describe the 
coverage, for 
example, by 
replacing terms like:
• aspects 
• factors
• features
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General changes throughout

Riders
2024 Specification - example 2026 Specification - example   
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General changes throughout

Scope – riders and content
2024 Specification - example 2026 Specification - example   

 
Scope of teaching 
exemplified, e.g. 
benefits and 
challenges. Where 
we have now 
included the scope 
of the benefits and 
challenges. 

The same applies 
where we have used 
terms like ‘ways’, 
which are now 
generally listed.



9

General changes throughout

Language
2024 Specification 2026 Specification    

Terminology has 
been revised 
throughout to plain 
English without 
impacting the scope 
of teaching – these 
are some examples, 
but there are more 
throughout. 



How the riders relate to 
exam questions.

You can determine the 
types of exam question 
that can be asked 
based on the language 
in the riders.

Rider example from CK 
10.2​ Technological 
developments and 
their impacts 
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General changes throughout

Interpreting riders
Students should be able to:​ Question type Requires

recall the technological 

developments 

Give, state, 

name, MCQ​

Recall of one or more pieces of information

demonstrate understanding of 

the impacts of technological 

development 

Explain​ Identification of a point and linked justification of that point. 

apply knowledge and 

understanding of technological 

developments and their impact 

to different contexts 

Explain Identification of a point and linked justification of that point that is specific to a 

context. 

consider the connections 

between technological 

developments and their impacts 

and make decisions about their 

use in different contexts. 

Discuss Consider the factors that apply in relation to a specific context and give consideration 

to the aspects of an issue, situation, or a problem.

Assess Consider the factors that apply in a specific context and give consider which are the 

most significant, with a reasoned judgement. 

Evaluate Consider the factors that apply in relation to a specific context and the characteristics 

such as pros and cons, leading to a reasoned judgement/conclusion. 
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CK1.1 changes:
• Responsibilities 

and roles 
changes to 
activities

CK1.2.8 and 1.2.9 
removed. 

Specific changes

Content 
Area 1

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    

Removed as 1.2 are 
only organisations.
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Specific changes

Content 
Area 1

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    

Removed as OS specific and 
knowledge of the existence 
of guilds is sufficient. 

CK1.3.2 changes:
• Much more 

familiar 
production 
process. 
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2.3 changes:
• Clarity activities in 

areas of 
production

Specific changes

Content 
Area 2

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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2.4 Changes:
• Clarity on OS roles. 
• Responsibilities 

and requirements 
changed to 
knowledge and 
skills and all listed 
together.

• Content is now 
organised 
between common 
and specific 
knowledge and 
skills for each OS.

Specific changes

Content 
Area 2

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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2.7 
Rationalised:
• Capital allowance
• Corporation tax
• National 

insurance

Specific changes

Content 
Area 2

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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Rationalised:
• Environmental
• Social and ethical
• Political
• Technological 

Specific changes

Content 
Area 3

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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Rationalised:
• Visual language 

and 
communication 
replaces 
contextual 
vocabularies and 
storytelling

• Visual language 
simplified

Specific changes

Content 
Area 3

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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Note: Content Area 4 
changes are mostly 
about readability. 

5.1 changes:
• swaps key 

features for 
regulates

• Environmental 
protection

• Safeguarding

Specific changes

Content 
Area 5

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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6.2 Changes:
• Dilemmas 

become issues
• Impacts are 

exemplified

Specific changes

Content 
Area 6

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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7.1.3 changes:
• Bias arranged in 

type and cause

7.2 changes:
• Exemplification of 

impacts

Specific changes

Content 
Area 7

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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7.3 changes:
• Focuses on 

people who 
would benefit and 
types of 
adjustment

• Adjustments 
relate to the OS: 
physical, visual, 
cognitive, safety, 
digital.

Specific changes

Content 
Area 7

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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7.4 changes:
• ‘Reasons for 

importance’ 
becomes 
‘benefits’

• Ways are now 
exemplified.

Specific changes

Content 
Area 7

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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8.1 changes:
• Removal of 

‘features’
• Rationalised ways 

they can support

Specific changes

Content 
Area 8

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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8.2 changes:
• Consistency 

between 
methods

• Exemplification of 
benefits and 
challenges

Specific changes

Content 
Area 8

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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9.1 changes:
• ‘Requirements’ 

becomes 
‘activities’

• ‘Execution stage’ 
becomes ‘making 
stage’

9.2 changes:
• ‘Features’ 

becomes 
‘functions’

• Removal of work 
breakdown 
software

Specific changes

Content 
Area 9

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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9.4 changes:
• ‘Components’ 

become 
‘elements’

• Benefits and 
challenges 
exemplified

Specific changes

Content 
Area 9

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    
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10.2 changes:
• Updating of 

impacts 

Specific changes

Content 
Area 10

2024 Specification 2026 Specification    



28

Marks and mean average responses
Content area Mark range permitted​

1 The creative economy 11-13

2 The individual in the creative industries​ 15-17 ​

3 Cultural context and vocabulary 19-21

4 Audience 19-21

5 Legislation/regulation 5-7

6 Professionalism and ethics​ 5-7

7 Equality, diversity and inclusion​ 5-7

8 Research skills 5-7

9 Project methodology and administration 11-13 

10 Continued professional development​ 15-17



How will teaching be affected?

Teaching Change
Scheme of work No change required to amount of time given to content areas– content areas 

have not increased or decreased.
Lesson plans Quick check to see if terminology has changed

Handouts / Powerpoints Check to see if lists or terminology has changed
May want to include some of the new examplification, e.g. benefits and 
drawback exemplification.
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Benefits should outweigh any drawbacks because:
• There are clearer examples and scope
• Changes should only cause minor updates to your materials
• Less time clarifying language
• Feel more confident about what is being taught
• Simpler, more efficient delivery

Areas to consider:



Actions:
- read through new spec
- update resources where   
     necessary.
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