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Introduction  

The Core Examination paper forms one of the two mandatory assessments which 

form the Core Component of the T Level in Media Broadcast and Production. This 

was the first examination for this unit. The level of demand was broadly similar to 

the Sample Assessment Material (SAM) and Additional Sample Assessment Material 

(AddSAM) available to centres 

The examination assessed a breadth of content, with varying levels of demand. The 

paper was divided into three sections with each section containing questions across 

the breadth of the specification. Each section started with recall questions in 

give/state/multiple choice style with difficulty ramping up in later questions 

requiring students to analyse and discuss. Sections 2 and 3 some later questions also 

required students to apply knowledge to scenarios and provide evaluation.   

Centres are reminded that although the paper generally will have the same 

structure, the nature of questions in each section will differ from one series to the 

next. It is important therefore for centres to remember that, due to the nature of 

the specification, they should continue to ensure that students are given the 

opportunity to become familiar with all the topic areas covered by this paper, and 

also the importance of providing contextualised answers for questions that require 

explanations, analysis, discussions or evaluations. 

A total of 480 students sat the paper. 218 students identified as being female, with 

261 students identifying as male and one preferring not to say. Students were mostly 

17 years old, with ninety-six 18-year-olds, thirty-eight 19-year-olds and three 

students who were 20 or over. The number of marks available was 120. The lowest 

mark achieved by students was 1 and the highest was 84. The average (mean) mark 

was 32.41 with a standard deviation of 11.69. 
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Individual questions  

The following section considers each question on the paper, providing examples of 

popular student responses and a brief commentary of why the responses gained 

the marks they did. This section should be considered with the live external 

assessment and corresponding mark scheme.  

Question 1 

This multiple choice question asked students to identify the option which best 

described diegetic sound.  Students typically found this question very easy as the 

mean mark was 0.87 out of 1.   

Students were awarded one mark for selecting answer A.  

 

 

Question 2  

This question asked students to give one characteristic of sector skills councils.  

Students found this question very difficult as the mean mark was 0.21 out of 1.   

This response was awarded one mark. The student has accurately stated that a 

characteristic of sector skills councils is the bridge or reduce the skills gap.  

 

 

 

This response was awarded no marks. Although sector skills councils do bridge or 

reduce the skills gap, which is how they could have got the mark, they do not 

provide training or teach skills. 
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Question 3 

This question asked students to give two ways (other than creating budgets) that 

having financial acumen supports a creative practitioner.  Students found this 

question moderately difficult as the mean mark was 0.66 out of 2.   

This response was awarded two marks. The student has accurately made points 

relating to the forecasting of costs and monitoring of cash flow. 

 

This response was awarded no marks. Financial acumen does not allow a creative 

practitioner expenses (although it may allow them to be accurately budgeted for, 

this is not expressed in the response). Financial acumen does not directly 

demonstrate success to investors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  V1  5   

 

Question 4 

This question asked students to give two ways a creative practitioner can establish 

the expertise of an author.  Students found this question moderately difficult as the 

mean mark was 0.77 out of 2.  Student responses often focussed on how to 

establish the reliability and validity of content rather than the expertise of an 

author. 

This response was awarded two marks. The student has accurately made points 

relating to checking the authors credentials and the use of citations by others to 

support the author’s credibility. 

 

This response was awarded no marks, both responses relate to checking the 

reliability and validity of content, not the establishing the expertise of the author 

to get the two marks. 
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Question 5 

This question asked students to explain one way academic publications can be used 

to support research.  Students found this question moderately difficult as the mean 

mark was 0.65 out of 2.   

 

This response was awarded two marks. The student has accurately identified that 

academic publications can be used as a reliable source (1) and explained that this is 

because information has been verified by an expert (1). 

 

 

This response was awarded no marks. To get two marks the response needs to be 

clear in which way academic publications support research and provide a 

justification for their use. 
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Question 6 

This question asked students to explain two ways that measuring increased demand 

from audiences is important.  Students found this question moderately difficult as 

the mean mark was 1.34 out of 4. 

This response was awarded two marks. The first point links to measure of 

popularity (1) and allowing media products to be refined. (1) The second responses 

reference to falling demand is not rewardable as it duplicates and inverts the point 

relating to rise in popularity (failing in the industry) so its insufficiently clear that it 

may link to judging future demands leading to decreasing production.   

 

Question 7 

This question asked students to explain one way that economic factors can 

influence the emergence of trends.  Students found this question very difficult as 

the mean mark was 0.49 out of 2. 

This response was awarded two marks. Although the answer is not well expressed 

it relates to having more disposable income (1) leading to the emergence of a 

specific trend (1).   
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This response was awarded no marks. A brand choosing to lower its pricing and 

others following suit is not viewed as an economic factor resulting in a trend. 

Changes in disposable income as this results in the increased spending power of 

audiences for example would have gained two marks. 

 

 

Question 8 

This question asked students to explain one way that cash flow can impact a 

project.  Students found this question moderately difficult as the mean mark was 

0.84 out of 2. 

This response was awarded two marks. The final sentence refers to uncertain cash 

flow (1) making it harder to plan accordingly (1) which is a legitimate impact of 

uneven cash flow.   

 

This response was awarded no marks. Although it may tentatively link to not 

covering day-to-day expenses it is insufficiently clearly expressed which would have 

gained those marks.
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Question 9 

This question asked students to explain one benefit of using depth of field to tell a 

story.  Students found this question very difficult as the mean mark was 0.48 out of 

2. 

This response was awarded two marks for a correct benefit of using depth of field 

in media content to help tell a story (1) and for a justification of that benefit (1).   

 

 

This response was awarded no marks as the response refers generically to 

‘emotional appeal’ without clearly showing how this relates to depth of field which 

would have gained the two marks.   
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Question 10 

This question asked students to explain two ways that the protected characteristic 

of pregnancy provide equality for an employed creative practitioner.  Students 

found this question moderately difficult as the mean mark was 1.36 out of 4. 

This response was awarded two marks for accurately providing two ways in which 

the protected characteristic provides equality.  However, neither part of the 

response provides sufficient justification for an additional mark. To gain additional 

marks part 1 of the response could have expanded that this means that the creative 

practitioner’s career progression will not be affected. To gain additional marks part 

2 of the response could have expanded that this is because adjustments should be 

made to the creative practitioner’s working conditions. 
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Question 11 

This question asked students to discuss the factors that a creative practitioner 

should consider when thinking about creating revenue using a self-generated 

model.  Students found this question very difficult as the mean mark was 1.44 out 

of 9. Several students misinterpreted the term ‘self-generated model’ and based 

discussions around ‘AI generated content’. 

This response was awarded five marks. It makes several points demonstrating good 

understanding and some analysis and has been awarded in level band 2.  
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This response has been awarded 1 mark. The points made do not generally relate 

to creating revenue using a self-generated model which would have got the marks, 

but a mark is awarded for the point relating to unique brand identity which relates 

to the creative freedom inherent in self-generated models.  
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Question 12 

This question asked students to discuss the factors that a creative practitioner 

should consider when accepting a project leadership role.  Students found this 

question difficult as the mean mark was 2.34 out of 9.  

The response does demonstrate a near-comprehensive understanding of project 

leadership roles in the creative sector and includes some good analysis. Although 

there is less discussion of interdependencies the response is awarded a mark at the 

top of level band 2. (6 marks) 
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This response was awarded 1 mark. Although the responses discuss some personal 

considerations when taking on a project leadership role these are not well 

developed and, despite the mention of production processes, not clearly related to 

the sector. A mark is awarded for reference to the responsibility of overseeing the 

project. Therefore, further development and thorough analysis would have gained 

more marks. 
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Question 13 

This multiple choice question asked students to identify a geographic consideration.  

Students typically found this question moderately difficult as the mean mark was 

0.7 out of 1.   

Students were awarded one mark for selecting answer B.  

 

 

Question 14 

This question asked students to give two reasonable adjustments to improve 

accessibility of content for users with cognitive, learning, neurological and 

neurodiverse conditions.  Students found this question very difficult as the mean 

mark was 0.36 out of 2.  Responses often related to adjustments to improve 

accessibility for users with visual or auditory impairments (such as closed captions 

or audio descriptions) rather than the conditions referred to in the question. 

This response was awarded 2 marks for accurately giving two appropriate 

adjustments. 

 

 

 

This response was awarded 0 marks as mentioned above this relates to 

improvements for users with visual or auditory impairments and needs to relate to 

the conditions in the question to gain the 2 marks. 
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Question 15 

This question asked students to give two features of employment legislation.  

Students found this question difficult as the mean mark was 0.54 out of 2.   

This response was awarded 2 marks for accurately giving two appropriate features, 

although the second point relating to ‘regulated working hours’ was not fully 

expressed. 

 

 

This response was awarded no marks. The specification content is specific in listing 

'Health and Safety legislation' and 'Safeguarding legislation' separately from 

'Employment legislation' so answers referring to legislation were not awarded a 

mark. Similarly, legislation relating to mandatory training typically relates to Heath 

and Safety or Safeguarding so no marks are awarded for this response. 
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Question 16 

This question asked students to give explain one benefit of a creative practitioner 

enhancing their awareness of evolving developments.  Students found this question 

moderately difficult as the mean mark was 0.86 out of 2.   

 

This response was awarded 2 marks for a correct benefit to a creative practitioner 

of enhancing their awareness of evolving developments in the creative industries 

(1), and for a justification for that benefit (1. 

 

 

This response was awarded no marks. Although ‘learning new techniques’ would 

be a rewardable response, ‘having a range of skills’ does not sufficiently relate to 

this to be awarded a mark.  

 

 

 

Question 17 

This question asked students to explain one benefit of the Digital Millenium 

Copyright Act 1998.  Students found this question very difficult as the mean mark 

was 0.41 out of 2.  Most responses did not refer specifically to the ‘digital’ element 

of this act and were generic to other acts such as Copyright, Designs and Patents 

Act 1988, which was not rewarded. 
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This response was awarded 2 marks for a correct benefit (1) and justification (1) of 

that benefit. 

 

 

This response was awarded 1 mark. The first part of the response was insufficiently 

clear that ‘the creator’s work’ referred only to digital and therefore a point was not 

rewarded. However, the reference to the Act allowing the creator to ‘issue a 

takedown request’ was accurate and awarded one mark. 

 

 

Question 18 

This question asked students to explain two responsibilities of a venues technician. 

Students found this question moderately difficult as the mean mark was 1.81 out of 

4.    

This response was awarded three marks. The first point was awarded two marks for 

a correct responsibility of a venues technician (1) and a justification for that 

responsibility (1). The second point correctly gave another responsibility (1) but no 

justification was provided. 
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This response was awarded 1 mark for identifying a key responsibility. There 

needed to be another responsibility and justification for both points in order to 

gain 3 more marks. 

 

 

Question 19 

This question asked students to explain one way a creative practitioner can follow 

professional work etiquette to communicate an idea to a non-expert potential 

investor without sharing detailed information. Students found this question difficult 

as the mean mark was 0.57 out of 2.    

This response was awarded two marks. The response relates to providing only 

necessary details (1) and a justification that this would be sufficient to allow the 

investor to make an informed decision (1). 
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This response was awarded no marks. A presentation is not necessarily a way of 

limiting information and, although the response states that it will give the 

practitioner control over what information they provide there is no reference to the 

practitioner limiting this so no marks were awarded. To gain a mark, the student 

could have mentioned that the control over information meant that  the 

information could be limited to what was necessary. 
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Question 20 

This question asked students to explain two benefits of using psychographics to 

support the needs and interests of audiences. Students found this question very 

difficult as the mean mark was 0.81 out of 4.    

This response was awarded two marks. Each part of the response relates to finding 

information about audience preferences/hobbies  (1) and a justification that this 

could be used to target them more precisely (1). However, both parts of the 

response make a similar point so only two marks are awarded in total.  

 

 

 

Question 21 

This question asked students to discuss the factors that a creative practitioner 

should consider when thinking about accepting a fixed term contract. Students 

found this question very difficult as the mean mark was 2.04 out of 9.    
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This response was awarded 5 marks. The response includes several points 

demonstrating a good understanding of the considerations of fixed term contracts 

including using them to gain skills and network. However the response lacks the 

analysis or comprehensive understanding typical of band level 3 and  has been 

awarded in band level 2.  
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This response has been awarded 1 mark. The response demonstrates only a basic 

understanding of fixed term contracts and only the point made about planning for 

employment after contract completion is rewardable. The response needs the 

analysis and comprehensive understanding to get into band level 3. 

 

 

 

 

Question 22 

This question asked students to evaluate the suitability of a creative practitioner 

using a country’s traditional dress as part of an advertising campaign. Students 

found this question moderately difficult as the mean mark was 3.62 out of 12.    
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This response is awarded 8 marks. The response makes a several relevant points 

and demonstrates a near comprehensive understanding with good analysis and a 

well drawn conclusion. Although it is not sufficiently developed to be awarded 

marks in level band 3 marks are awarded at the top of level band 2. 
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This response was awarded 2 marks. It makes a couple of relevant points and 

demonstrates a basic understanding. It is not sufficiently developed to be awarded 

marks in level band 3 marks. 

 

 

Question 23 

This question asked students to state what is meant by ‘capital allowance’. Students 

found this question very difficult as the mean mark was 0.05 out of 1.   Incorrect 

answers referred to ‘grant from the government’ ‘budget allowed for a project’ and 

‘the amount you can earn before paying tax’.  

This response is awarded 1 mark. Although the response is not clearly expressed it 

is sufficiently accurate for a mark to be awarded. 



  

  V1  27   

 

 

 

Question 24 

This question asked students to give two reasons why it is important to maintain 

professional development. Students found this question moderately difficult as the 

mean mark was 0.63 out of 2. 

This response was awarded 2 marks for two correct reasons why it is important for 

a creative practitioner to maintain their professional development. 

 

 

 

This response was awarded no marks. Neither ‘networking’ or ‘gaining clients’ is a 

direct reason for maintaining professional development. 
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Question 25 

This question asked students to give two reasons (other than influencing the 

creative development process) why audience research is important. Students found 

this question moderately difficult as the mean mark was 0.84 out of 2. 

This response was awarded 2 marks, ‘highlight new trends’ (1) and ‘specify target 

audience needs’ (1). 

 

This response was awarded 1 mark. ‘Helping tailor content’ is part of the creative 

development process and excluded within the question so receives no marks. 

However the second point relating to identifying the target audience to influence 

distribution has been awarded a mark. 

 

 

Question 26 

This question asked students to explain one drawback of quantitative research 

methods. Students found this question moderately difficult as the mean mark was 

0.79 out of 2. 

This response was awarded 2 marks. Though not well expressed it relates to 

quantitative research not providing meaningful insights into opinions/attitudes (1) 

because it is limited to numerical information (1). 
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This response was awarded 1 mark for identifying a drawback. However, to gain 

another mark they needed to provide justification.  

 

 

 

 

Question 27 

This question asked students to explain one implication of not complying with the 

Environmental protection Act 1990. Students found this question moderately 

difficult as the mean mark was 0.91 out of 2. 

This response was awarded 2 marks. The response correctly states a fine as being 

an implication of not complying with the Environmental Protection Act 1990 (1) and 

a justification for that implication (1). 
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This response was awarded no marks. Loss of audience or career is not a direct 

implication of not complying with the Act, for a mark to be awarded the student 

would need to identify that this is a result of the audience responding negatively, 

or the practitioner’s loss of reputation, due to non-compliance. 

 

 

Question 28 

This question asked students to explain two ways a creative practitioner can meet 

professional standards for data management. Students found this question 

moderately difficult as the mean mark was 1.27 out of 4. 

This response was awarded 2 marks. The response gives two correct ways a creative 

practitioner can meet the creative industry’s professional standards for data 

management but neither point made provides sufficient justification for an 

additional mark. 
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This response was awarded 1 mark. The response one correct way a creative 

practitioner can meet the creative industry’s professional standards for data 

management but did not expand and no additional way and justification for those 

additional marks. 

 

 

 

 

Question 29 

This question asked students to explain one way Ofcom fulfils its purpose. Students 

found this question difficult as the mean mark was 0.53 out of 2. Incorrect answers 

related to Ofcom censoring media content, setting age ratings for films and helping 

companies communicate with each other. 

This response was awarded 2 marks. The response relates to Ofcom protecting 

viewers from harmful content (1) because they review complaints (1). 

 

This response was awarded 1 mark. To gain full marks the response needed to 

provide justification for the way. 
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Question 30 

This question asked students to explain two ways physically moving a camera from 

a fixed position can be used to tell the story of a joyous walk in the park. Students 

found this question very difficult as the mean mark was 0.79 out of 4. Many 

students did not refer to specific camera movement or the specific impact of them. 

This response was awarded 2 marks. The first point relating to the quick movement 

of the camera received no marks because this is not linked to a specific type of 

camera movement. The second point in the response relates to the camera 

movement towards the character (1) 'to show his joyous face' which was specific 

enough to the character’s expression (rather than ‘joy’ in general) to award a 

second mark (1) 

 

 

This response was awarded no marks. Both points are too generic and do not 

relate specifically to the scenario, in order to gain full marks. 
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Question 31 

This question asked students to discuss factors a practitioner should consider when 

identifying and researching a specialised target audience. Students found this 

question very difficult as the mean mark was 1.32 out of 9. Responses were 

typically generic and didn’t demonstrate understanding of ‘specialised target 

audiences’ or were limited to a reference to these audience having ‘niche interests’. 

This response was awarded 5 marks. It demonstrates some good understanding of 

specialised audiences and the impact on researching but is insufficiently 

comprehensive or analytical to be awarded a mark in band level 3. 
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This response was awarded 2 marks The specialist needs of an audience is 

rewardable in this context and the response identifies specialist needs including 

cultural sensitivities and makes suggestions on how to address these. However this 

starts to address producing content for these audiences, rather than identifying 

and researching them, which is not relevant to this question. The response shows 

basic understanding and is partially relevant and is awarded in level band 1. 
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Question 32 

This question asked students to evaluate the suitability of using extended reality at 

a food festival. Students found this question very difficult as the mean mark was 

2.13 out of 12. Few responses referred to specific ways that extended reality could 

be used. 

 

This response has been awarded 5 marks. Although the response demonstrates 

good understanding, for this question the response must demonstrate both 

application of knowledge and analysis. The response begins to demonstrate some 

good application of knowledge to the scenario with basic suggestions for how 

extended reality could be used to draw a conclusion, but there is little analysis 

evident. The response has been awarded a lower mark in Level band 2. 
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This response was awarded one mark.  For this question the response must 

demonstrate analysis and application of knowledge to get level band 3. The 

response is largely generic and contains little rewardable material though the 

comment relating to remote participation demonstrates basic application to the 

scenario. 
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Summary 

Based on the performance on this paper centres should focus on: 

• Paying particular attention to areas of the specification which students 

found very difficult (questions 2,7,9,11,14,17,20,21,23,30,31,32). Many of 

these relate to Core element content area  1: The creative economy,  2: The 

individual in the creative industries and 3: Cultural context and vocabulary 

• Continue to develop students’ skills and knowledge in all other areas. 

• Continue to develop students’ abilities to provide justification for responses 

to be gain the second mark for each point made in 2 and 4 mark ‘explain’ 

questions. 

• scenarios. 

• Developing examination techniques with a focus on how to answer open 

response questions. This can be done by: 

o Ensuring that students are familiar with the level of demand for 

each of the command words used. 

o Developing skills in deconstructing question requirements. 

o Ensuring that students relate their response to the question context 

and include specific information relating to this scenario in their 

response (e.g. for question 32 specific ways that the use of extended 

reality could be applied to the scenario).  

o Continuing to develop students’ abilities to analyse and evaluate 

o Continuing to develop students’ abilities apply knowledge to specific 

scenarios 

o Providing balanced responses to questions by considering both 

positive and negative factors 

o Developing skills in forming conclusions for 12 mark questions, 

which are supported by the points made in their answer. 
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