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Edexcel Extended Project
Scheme of Work – Year 12 & 13 submit in June series
Level 3 Extended Project
Edexcel scheme of work

This scheme of work covers Year 12 and Year 13 for June submission.

It is recommended that, before students make their choice of project, there is a taught course programme which can take up to 40 guided learning hours, though the exact amount of time spent will vary depending on the needs of the students and the resources available.

The main 2 aims of this programme are (a) to ensure that students have the right skills for their project work (b) to give them an opportunity to explore themes, issues, ideas, frameworks of thought, debates, controversies, stimulus material and case studies which might provide them with ideas for successful projects.

In the scheme of work, it is assumed that one teacher will be working with a single group of students. If, however, it is possible for more staff to be involved in delivering the taught course basis, a strong model is to have different elements taught by different staff, depending on their expertise. This will also allow students to opt into a programme which relates most closely to the likely field that they will be exploring in their project work. So, for instance, you might choose to have taught course programmes looking at art and design, performance issues, scientific questions and issues arising within the humanities. 

Within each of these areas, there is material available on the Edexcel-Pearson Teacher Resource Disc (TRD hereafter), and also in the ‘Perspectives on Science’ designed programme. This material covers different ‘areas’ which can be explored to give ideas for possible projects, and it also addresses the specific requirements of each of the 4 different units. 
	Week
	Content coverage/key questions
	Learning outcomes
	Exemplar activities
	Exemplar resources

	1
	Explain that many successful projects have an ethical aspect to them. What is ethics and how can it be incorporated into your project?
	·  To learn about basic ethical frameworks, such as consequentialism and divine command theory
	Think about questions such as whether it is ethical to download music from the internet. Begin to categorize reasons which are used in ethical argument and become aware of different frameworks.
	Section 2.1 and 2.2 EPQ Student Guide ‘Introducing Ethical Frameworks’

	2
	Further ethical frameworks
	·  Explore human rights and virtue ethics
	What are rights? What are virtues? Is morality objective or relative? By discussing these issues, students will be beginning to develop their skills in reason and argument. Explain that even if the topic you are discussing isn’t one that they will do for their project, the skills they are learning are important, and also the frameworks they are learning can certainly be applied to many project contexts.
	Section 2.3 EPQ Student Guide

‘Further ethical frameworks’

	3
	Ethics in action
	·  A chance for each of the students to identify an ethical issue and present it to the group
	Here, each student is encouraged to identify a question which has caught their interest. Again, this might well not be the question they want to do for their project, but we are providing them with an opportunity to spot ethical issues, and talk about them. The skills of identifying, analysing and presenting ideas will be important whatever project they choose to do.
	Section 2.4 EPQ Student Guide

‘Dealing with Inequality’.

There is a lot of excellent ethical material available on the internet.

See for instance

http://www.open2.net/ethicsbites/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/guide/
http://www.justiceharvard.org/


	4
	Developing thinking skills


	· Learning to identify the structure of arguments
	Explain to students that they will have to explore different points of view in their project. A first step is to learn to look at a source and separate the point of view – the conclusion of the argument – from the reasons which are given for it. Select some source material and ask them to identify the reasons and the points of view it contains. 
	Section 2.5 EPQ Student Guide

‘Reasons and Points of View’

Blogs, letters to newspapers, opinion pieces  - these provide good material.

	5
	Reasons and Objections
	·  Learning to deal with counter-arguments
	On many of the topics which student study, there are arguments and counter-arguments. Study an article on a controversial topic –e.g. euthanasia, and discuss the arguments and counter-arguments. What do the students themselves think? Can they think of the strongest possible counter-argument against what they think?
	Section 2.6 EPQ Student Guide

‘Reasons and Objections’



	6
	Analysing the language of arguments
	·  Learning to explore the meaning of key ideas which may figure in a project
	Explain that one element in good, clear thinking is analysis – explaining as clearly and precisely as you can what you mean when you use a word. 

Look at some words which they may find themselves using in their project. Discuss their meaning
	Section 2.7 EPQ Student Guide

There is more material available on concepts like God, science, truth, the mind, free will and personal identity in the philosophy section of the Perspectives on Science textbook.

	7
	Gathering Information
	Learning to use basic research techniques
	Explain that all projects have a research base. Two good tools for research are (a) the 5Ws: who, what, where, why and when? 

(b) the distinctions between fact, opinion and speculation

Look at an article and ask students to extract some information using the 5W questions, then evaluate the reliability of the information – is it factual or not?
	Section 1.1 EPQ Student Guide

The 5Ws activity works well with any article from a newspaper e.g. a sports report, or a report of an event. 

	8
	Research methods
	Learning to create references and a bibliography
	Explain the conventions of academic research: all sources should be cited. Material should either be quoted, or paraphrased in the student’s own words. Explore the issue of plagiarism with the group. Teach them about how to construct proper references and a bibliography. 
	Section 4.5 EPQ Student Guide

If students are using Windows 7, there is a references toolbar, with an ‘insert citation’ option, which allows them to keep track of their sources, and automatically create a bibliography.

	9
	Small scale mini-project
	Practise research techniques
	Set the students a small scale project. Explain that this is a chance for them to explore a topic – either one they choose, or one you set for them, and show that they can use proper academic research techniques. Ask them to produce a short report, based on 3 – 5 research sources, with proper references, source evaluations and a bibliography. They may also do a short presentation to the rest of the group if there is time. The topic need not be the one they will do for their full scale project, but it they find it works well, it could be.
	EPQ TRD contains case study material and ‘project springboard’ suggestions. You may want to direct students to one of the 6 areas:

Artistic Expression

Business

Culture 

Environment

Professional Values

Technology

There is also case study material relating to science, on topics like evolution,  in the Perspectives on Science textbook.



	10
	Continue with mini-project
	Students research and write up their small scale project
	Where possible, it helps if at least some of the research is done under your direction, so that you can guide students towards better quality sources, and prevent them simply downloading and pasting large quantities of material into their report.
	 As above

	11
	Plenary session on mini-project
	Students speak for a few minutes each about their project
	As students will be assessed at the end of the course partly by means of a presentation, there should be several opportunities for them to present built into the course. This could be in front of the whole group, or, at this stage, you may prefer to use sub-groups.
	 As above

	12
	Stimulus for choice of main project
	Review the themes explored in the taught course basis and explore possible project ideas.
	Look at some exemplar projects, and some project titles. Discuss early ideas with the group.
	Exemplar projects are available on the Edexcel website. There is also a voiceover presentation called ‘from Concept to Title’ and a downloadable document entitled ‘Choosing a Good Title’.

	End of Autumn term/start of Spring term – Initial research leading up to choice of question

	1 & 2
	Unit requirements
	Students learn about the requirements of the specific unit they will be working on.
	Students should look at exemplar work from the unit they are entering for, and look closely at how it is structured, noting the different component parts (project proposal form, log, the format for the rest of the assessment evidence)
	The EPQ Teacher Resource Disc contains detailed guidance on the requirements for each of the 4 units. At this stage in the programme, each student should be assigned a supervisor. Ensure that the supervisor is familiar with the requirements of the project. A good place to start is with the assessment criteria and  marking grids from the specification. The TRD also contains guidance for Teacher/Tutors in both the ‘units’ and the ‘areas’ sections.

	3 & 4
	Project Proposals
	Students begin a first draft of their project proposal
	Explain the importance of the project proposal form. Talk through the guidance provided in the ‘What makes a good EPQ title’ document. Give students the chance to begin drafting their proposal. At this stage you may also want to give them an idea of the timeframe for the whole project.
	‘What makes a good EPQ title’ downloadable from http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/Project%20Qualification/Project%20Level%203%20-%20What%20makes%20a%20good%20title.pdf


	5 & 6
	Project Proposals
	Topic Area Identification
	Explain that good projects should start from, but go beyond, the student’s other areas of study. A good first step is to think of one or two subject areas of interest, and search within these for project idea.
	EPQ TRD : the six topic areas all provide good starting points for project work. There is a mapping document which links topic areas to GCE subjects and Diploma lines in the Introduction to the disc.

EPQ Student Guide 3.1

‘Identifying a project topic or research question’

	7
	          Half-term
                                 Half-term provides an opportunity to gather research source material.

	8
	Project Proposals
	Refining objectives
	Spend time discussing with each student. Check that their choice of  objective is focused and clear – a research question, hypothesis, or specific design brief should be present
	The project proposal form is downloadable from the Edexcel Project website.

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/project/level3/Pages/documents.aspx
EPQ Student Guide 3.1 and 3.2

‘Identifying a project topic or research question’

‘Planning the project’

	9
	Activity logs
	Introducing the log
	Explain that each week, at least, the student should write up the week’s work. Focus on the significant developments – changes of direction, problems encountered and solved, unsolved questions, discussions with supervisor and how their ideas are shaping up.
	The activity log is downloadable from the Edexcel Project website.

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/project/level3/Pages/documents.aspx


	10& 11
	Mini research review
	Create a short review of at least 3 sources
	Explain that a good way of checking if the project will work is to try to find some sources. They should write up a short (1500 words) review of 3 or more sources, using references, a bibliography and source evaluations.
	EPQ Student Guide 4.2

‘Research Review’

	12
	Mini research review
	Students complete and hand in mini research review. These should be checked and used as the basis for a review of the project proposal: does it look like there will be a good base of research material to be accessed? 
	

	Easter Holidays

	1 &2
	Research 
	Collecting source materials
	The early weeks of the term may well be dominated by exams for many students. At this stage, they should be searching for and collating research materials. Emphasize the value of using initiative here – not just going for obvious websites, but using libraries, books and journals.
	EPQ Student Guide 4.1 and 4.2

‘Getting started’

‘Research review’

http://irs.mimas.ac.uk/ offers access to peer-reviewed academic materials



	3 & 4
	Research
	Collecting source materials
	Remind students of the value of writing up as they research.

Insist that they keep track of their sources and build their bibliography as they go.
	See the Assessment Evidence Requirements in the specification for each unit for an indication of what research materials should be used for each unit.

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/project/level3/Pages/documents.aspx


	5 & 6
	Research
	Building research review section
	Explain that the research review should involve synthesis of source material into a coherent narrative.
	Look at some exemplar material from the Edexcel website

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/project/level3/Pages/exmat.aspx


	7
	Research
	Building research review section
	Remind students to keep up their activity logs.

Remind those doing practical projects that they should look at influences, genre, materials, processes and techniques, and that they should record their research in an appropriate format (e.g. sketchbook and development sheets for visual or creative projects)
	

	8
	Research
	Building research review section
	Remind students to include a brief evaluation of each source they use. This can be done in footnotes.
	EPQ Student Guide 4.5

‘Bibliography and footnotes’

	End of Year 12

By the end of year 12, all students should have completed a project proposal form, and be close to completion of the research section.

The research section of their project can continue to evolve over the summer holidays.
Start of Year 13

	1
	Development and Realization
	Students learn about criteria for this section
	Explore the criteria for the AO3 Development and Realization criterion. For written projects, this will involve the student using research sources and data to build up a line of argument, and defend it against counter-arguments. For practical projects, this will involve creative work in which various alternative approaches are tried, and evaluated, and the reasoning behind key design decisions is recorded. 
	EPQ Student Guide sections 4.6 and 4.7

	2
	Planning the development section
	Students write a plan for the development section of their project 
	The plan should include their point of view, arguments, counter-arguments, key ideas, key design issues (for practical projects, such as experimentation with materials, processes and techniques, or exploration of performance material).
	EPQ TRD contains planning proforma in the ‘additional sheets’ section. The ‘units’ section also contains guidance.

	3
	Work on development and realization
	Students continue to work at the development of their project.
	Peer interviews can be useful as a way of helping students to clarify what they are trying to do or argue in this part of their project
	The EPQ TRD has a document ‘thinking about points of view’ in the additional resources, sheets section, which can be used for peer interviews.

	4
	
	
	Students can be asked to contribute to short ‘work in progress seminars’ as a chance to talk about how their work is going
	EPQ Student Guide 4.6

‘What are you doing? What do you think?’

	5 & 6
	
	
	Students should be reminded to keep up to date with their activity logs.
	

	7
	Development and Realization. 
	Students continue to work at the development of their project.
	They should be writing up their discussion / development section. Emphasize that this is their section – we want to see their own ideas coming through. It should not simply be a continuation of research about other people’s ideas.
	EPQ Student Guide 4.7

‘Discussing Discussions’

	8 & 9
	Development and Realization.
	Students continue to work at the development of their project.
	Check that students are making use of genuine ‘level 3’ ideas and techniques. There should be a strong backbone to the discussion / development section, in which they interact with the dominant ideas in the field they are exploring. So they should be using materials from their research section.
	

	10
	Development and Realization.
	Students continue to work at the development of their project.
	Remind students that good writing is important. They should organise their material, using paragraphing and sub-headings as appropriate, and ensuring that the different sections link coherently.
	EPQ Student Guide 4.3

‘Good Communication’

	11
	Conclusion and Evaluation
	Students produce conclusion/evaluations for their project
	Talk about the importance of a clear conclusion and what goes into the evaluation section. Explain that the evaluation section addresses the project process – what has gone well and badly, where the real strengths and weaknesses (honestly and precisely identified) are, how the work could be extended, what has been learned about research, and what would be done differently next time. 
	EPQ Student Guide 4.8

‘Conclusion or Evaluation’

	12
	Abstract
	Students produce a short outline of the entire project
	Explain the purpose of an abstract, or project outline. Students should produce a short summary of their work.
	EPQ Student Guide 4.9

‘Outline’

	13
	Introduction
	Students write the introduction to their project
	Explain that the purpose of the introduction is to set the scene, and explore the central research question, hypothesis or design brief /commission. It can be based on material included in the project proposal form, but should expand on this, addressing the different aspects of the question, the rationale for doing the project and defining key terms. 
	EPQ Student Guide 4.10

‘The final report’

	14
	Bibliography / References
	Students update their references and bibliography
	Remind students about the importance of citing all sources. This is another opportunity to remind them that plagiarized material must not be present in their work.
	EPQ Student Guide 4.4 and 4.5

‘All my own work’

‘Bibliography and footnotes’

	End of Autumn term/start of Spring term 
Project should be complete at first draft stage

The target for completion is the end of the Spring Term, to ensure project work does not clash with examination commitments

	1 - 3
	Editing and re-drafting
	Explain to students that the best projects are those which are carefully edited and re-drafted, to ensure that everything is clear, and relevant to the project objectives.

Provide them with feedback to assist them in this process. It is acceptable to give guidance about areas which need more attention, points which are not clearly expressed, weaknesses in the argument, obvious areas where more could be explored, and so on, though the teacher should stop short of giving the work a mark at this stage.
	EPQ Student Guide 4.10

‘The final report’

	4
	Final editing of project
	Students edit project
	Talk through key points about written and visual presentation – the value of a table of contents, a title sheet, 1.5 spacing, good clear page layout, careful checking of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
	EPQ Student Guide section 4.3

‘Good communication’

	5 & 6
	Preparing to present
	Students begin to prepare for their presentation.
	Talk about the assessment criteria for the presentation.

Talk about what makes a good and a bad presentation.

Emphasize the need for brevity – they cannot say everything in 10 mins!


	EPQ Student Guide 5.1

‘Show and tell’



	6
	Preparing the presentation
	Students prepare their presentation
	Emphasize that there should be a clear introduction, main section and conclusion. They should try to cover their main ideas and arguments. Not too much text on powerpoint slides, if they are to be used. If they are making a display, they should think about the display space, room, lighting etc.
	EPQ Student Guide 5.2 and 5.3

‘Speaking well’

‘On display’

	7
	Rehearsing
	Students rehearse
	Each student should have a chance to rehearse, and get some feedback, either from their teacher or from peers.
	EPQ Student Guide 5.5

‘Presentation’

	8 - 12
	 The remaining weeks of the term, and,if necessary, start of the summer term, should be used to round off project work and for students to do their presentations. These should take place in small groups, ideally, with 2 adults present, one of whom should be the teacher –assessor. There is an oral presentation record sheet on the Edexcel website which should be completed. Candidates should include a copy of their powerpoint slides, printed 6 slides per page, with their final project. They should sign the candidate authentication statement. Work should be treasury tagged. For guidance on markng, please see the specification. 
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Editable scheme of work








We are happy to provide this scheme of work for you to amend and adapt to suit your teaching purposes.





We hope you find this useful. 
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