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personalised 16 -19 Study Programmes

ENGLISH & MATHEMATICS FOR 16-19 YEAR-OLDS

16-19 Study Programmes
From September 2013, all vocational programmes
for learners aged between 16 and 19 should
conform to a new set of rules around curriculum
design, known as the ‘Study Programmes’.
With the introduction of the Study Programmes,
the Government aims to maximise the potential of
young people to progress onto higher education
and/or skilled employment from vocational
courses, by ensuring that these routes are high
quality and seen as a genuine alternative to
academic routes.
In the Study Programme guidance, we are told that
schools, colleges and training providers should work
with learners to build programmes that:
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›

Progress each learner to a level of study
which is higher than their prior attainment;

›

Take qualifications which are stretching
rather than easy to pass;

›

Take qualifications that are judged to be
of good/suitable size and level of rigour
that will enable genuine progression to
meaningful employment, training or higher
levels of education;

›

Achieve English and mathematics GCSE
A*- C or take English and mathematics
provision that will lead to significant progress
towards this if this has not already 			
been achieved;

›

Participate in non-qualification activity and
work experience, whenever appropriate.

Sitting behind these specific responsibilities around
programme design is the concept of personalisation
– centres are expected to design programmes
based around the specific needs and ambitions of
each individual.

Duties around English 					
& mathematics
The Study Programmes guidance is clear that all
learners will be expected to continue studying
English and mathematics post-16 if they didn’t
achieve GCSEs at A*- C in English and mathematics
at school.
Learners are expected to retake English
and mathematics GCSEs where possible
(Apprenticeships and Traineeships are excluded
from this expectation).
For those learners who are unlikely to be able
to achieve a Level 2 GCSE pass in English and
mathematics over the course of the 2-year study
programme, other qualifications need to be
considered.
These alternative options should demonstrate
progression to a level higher than a learner’s
previous attainment and should facilitate
progression towards a GCSE at A*- C. As such,
the Government sees Functional Skills and Free
Standing Mathematics Qualifications (FSMQs) as
‘interim’ qualifications on the journey towards the
ultimate achievement of a Level 2 GCSE.
The Government is also introducing Traineeships,
which are a subset of the Study Programme, but

aimed at learners that wish to progress into
Apprenticeships or employment within a 6-month
timeframe. The Government tells us that the
majority of learners on Traineeships are likely to be
best-served by studying towards Functional Skills, if
they have not already achieved an A*- C in GCSE.
Students with learning difficulties and/or disabilities
who do not hold GCSE A*- C in English and/or
mathematics should take English and mathematics
qualifications if they are capable of doing so.
However the Department for Education recognise
that students with the most complex learning
difficulties or disabilities might be better served
by other types of non-qualification English and
mathematics teaching that supports progression to
higher levels in these subjects and prepares them
for employment.

“All learners will be
expected to continue
studying English and
mathematics post -16 if
they failed to achieve
GCSEs at A*- C.”
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Measures to support Study
Programmes and English
& mathematics
The Government will be using a number of policy drivers to encourage the introduction of Study Programmes
in schools, colleges and private training providers. Many of these measures focus specifically on English and
mathematics as this is clearly the priority area for the Government.

FUNDING
From the 2013/14 academic year, the funding formula will change from being qualification-based to learnerbased. Study programmes must include English and mathematics for any student who has not already achieved
a GCSE at grade C in these subjects by age 16 and this will become a condition of funding from September
2014. Extra funding will be available for learners who have not yet attained a GCSE grade C in English or
mathematics, or who are in care or have recently left care.

PERFORMANCE TABLES
The 16-18 performance tables will be reformed to include more information measuring the achievements and
progress of learners. It is proposed that they will also recognise ‘high-quality’ vocational qualifications in new
Key Stage 5 headline measures, to match the reforms at Key Stage 4. The new tables will also, for the first
time, include data on schools’ and colleges’ performance in enabling students who do not hold a GCSE A*-C
on arrival to secure a GCSE A*-C.

OFSTED INSPECTION
The current Ofsted inspection framework already emphasises the importance of English and mathematics
and we expect this to be retained in the new framework that will be introduced later in 2013. It is proposed
that this will pay particular attention to the coherence and quality of students’ Study Programmes and their
appropriateness in providing a route into Further or Higher Education or employment.

MINIMUM STANDARDS
The Government has committed to introducing new minimum standards of performance for all 16 -19
providers. Institutions which fail to meet these will face robust financial penalties, intervention and ultimately
closure. Individual schools’ and colleges’ performance in enabling students who do not hold a GCSE A*- C on
arrival to secure a GCSE A*- C may feature in future minimum standards requirements.
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Building English and mathematics
into programmes
The concept of personalisation lies at the centre of
the Study Programmes. This applies equally to the
English and mathematics choices as it does to the
vocational component of the programme.
Whilst under the Study Programmes guidance
learners are expected to study a GCSE in
English and mathematics where possible, other
qualifications need to be considered over the
course of the Study Programme for those not yet
ready to achieve A*- C. Indeed, within Traineeships,
the Government recommends learners take
Functional Skills allowing them to progress on to a
GCSE later.
Decisions about the appropriate English and
mathematics programmes for these learners need
to be made on the basis of 3 factors about each
individual:

›

The level of attainment at Key Stage 4;

›

Progression aims for post -19;

›

Their wider 16 -19 programme.

In the next section of this guide, we make some
suggestions about the English and mathematics
options suitable for different learners.

As well as deciding upon the ‘end-point’
qualification that each learner should aim towards
achieving at the end of their Study Programme,
decisions need to be made about the method of
delivery and whether any additional qualifications
might help a learner to either achieve their English
and mathematics goal, or fulfil their progression
aims for post -19. For example, we know that
some learners benefit from taking smaller, bitesized mathematics qualifications at the end of
year 1, if they are retaking a GCSE over 2 years.
Other learners benefit from studying smaller, ‘pure’
mathematics qualifications alongside an applied
course like Functional Skills.
Finally, centres will need to make a decision about
the extent to which English and mathematics are
embedded into subject classes as well as delivered
in discrete lessons. We know that many learners
benefit from English and mathematics learning
delivered in the context of their vocational
subject, however we appreciate that staff time and
expertise need to be considered when planning this.

“The concept of
personalisation lies at
the centre of the Study
Programmes.”
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Our English & mathematics advice
Based around learners’ achievements at Key Stage 4, in this section of the guide we’ve made some suggestions
about the types of English and mathematics qualifications likely to be suitable for learners with differing
progression aims.
Please note that these suggestions have been based upon broad assumptions about learner profiles and are
only designed to help your decision-making process. Educators in schools, colleges and training providers are
clearly best placed to make recommendations for each individual student.

FOR STUDENTS WHO HAVE ALREADY ACHIEVED GRADE A*-C AT GCSE AND ARE...

...progressing on to Higher Education
A-levels in English Literature and Mathematics
(including Further Mathematics) are included in the
list of facilitating subjects, which are most frequently
asked for by the Russell Group of universities.
A-level Mathematics may also be a pre-requisite
for study at Higher Education (HE) (e.g. for
mathematics or science-based degrees) as
well as being highly desirable for degrees with
numerate disciplines (e.g. Psychology, Business and
Economics)
However, entrance requirements do vary between
universities and courses. We strongly encourage
students to check universities’ websites for further
information published by individual institutions.
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...progressing on to Further
Education, Apprenticeships / Higher
Apprenticeships
Depending upon the subject being studied at
16 -19, learners may wish to take A-levels in English
or Mathematics. Alternatively a student could
take a Level 3 Award in Statistical Methods or
Algebra. These small, standalone qualifications are
ideal options for students that want to focus on a
particular area of Mathematics.

FOR STUDENTS WHO ACHIEVED GRADE D AT GCSE AND ARE…

...progressing on to Higher Education
We anticipate that most learners who achieve
grade D at GCSE in English or mathematics, and
especially those who are looking to progress to HE,
will be able to retake their GCSE during their first
year of post-16 study. Both November and May/
June examination series are available for retaking
GCSEs in English, English language and mathematics.

...progressing on to Further Education
The principle that learners who achieve grade D
in English or mathematics will retake their GCSE,
applies equally to those who are wishing to
progress on to FE when they finish Key Stage 5.
However some learners, probably those who
achieved a lower grade ‘D’, may benefit from
Functional Skills at Level 2 first. This is likely to be
appropriate where mathematics and English do not
feature heavily within subjects taken at Key Stage 5
and particularly where the Key Stage 5 programme
is predominantly vocational.

These learners could then go on to study for a
GCSE, at a later date. Alternatively, some of these
learners may benefit from taking the Edexcel Award
in Number and Measure at Level 2 which will act
as a progression towards achieving GCSE, possibly
over 2 years.

...progressing on to Apprenticeships /
Higher Apprenticeships
Both the GCSE at A*-C and Functional Skills
at Level 2 fulfil the English and mathematics
requirement of Apprenticeship frameworks.
Therefore D grade learners, studying within
a shorter Traineeship programme and hoping
to progress onto an Apprenticeship or Higher
Apprenticeship are likely to be best suited to
Functional Skills. Whereas learners on a longer
study programme are probably best served by
retaking their GCSE.
If Functional Skills is chosen for the mathematics
component, learners may also benefit from a
Level 2 Award in Number & Measure which
provides the pure mathematics that underpin the
application skills developed with Functional Skills.
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FOR STUDENTS THAT ACHIEVED GRADE E AT GCSE AND ARE…

...progressing on to Further Education

...progressing into employment

Learners achieving Grade E in their English or
mathematics GCSE, and are aiming to progress into
FE post-19, are likely to benefit most from studying
towards a Level 2 Functional Skills qualification.

The applied nature of Functional Skills means this
option is likely to be most appropriate to Grade E
learners progressing straight into employment after
Key Stage 5, especially if they are studying within a
shorter Traineeship programme. Again, these
learners will then be well placed to move on to a
GCSE at a later date. These may benefit from taking
the Awards in Number and Measure or Statistical
Methods alongside Functional Skills, as these
develop the pure skills that can then be applied.
An exception to this is for students aiming for a
career in an industry in which English and
mathematics GCSEs are entry requirements or
needed to progress.

For this cohort, Level 2 Functional Skills is likely
to be taken over the 2 years of Key Stage 5, this
will mean they are well placed to progress on to a
GCSE at a later date. Learners may benefit from a
stepping stone qualification at the end of the first
year. For both mathematics and English we would
suggest a Level 1 Functional Skills as a stepping
stone for all.

...progressing on to Apprenticeships /
Higher Apprenticeships
In most instances, learners achieving GCSEs
at grade E and who are progressing on to an
Apprenticeship would be best served studying
towards a Level 2 Functional Skills (either within or
outside a Traineeship) as this fulfils the English and
mathematics requirement for their Apprenticeship
programme. They will then be well-placed to retake
their GCSE at a later date. Some of these students
would benefit from the stepping stone options
mentioned above.
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Diagnostics
Although grades E-G are all classed as
Level 1, in reality these grades cover a
broad range of abilities. To help you choose
the right English and mathematics options
for each learner, we recommend you
use a diagnostic tool that assesses each
individual’s skills and needs.

FOR STUDENTS THAT ACHIEVED GRADES F OR G AT GCSE AND ARE…

...progressing on to Further Education
We suggest that learners who want to go on to FE
post-19, but achieved grades F or G in mathematics
at GCSE are likely to benefit from studying towards
a Level 2 Functional Skills over 2 years.
For both English and mathematics, taking Level 1
Functional Skills at the end of the first year may be
appropriate as a stepping-stone option.
In parallel to studying Functional Skills mathematics,
learners taking mathematics-related vocational
subjects may benefit from Level 1 and then Level
2 Awards in Number & Measure and/or Statistical
Methods.

...progressing on to Apprenticeships /
Higher Apprenticeships
Learners achieving GCSEs at grades F-G and who
are progressing on to an Apprenticeship may be
best served studying towards a Level 2 Functional
Skills (either within or outside a Traineeship) as
this fulfils the English and mathematics requirement
for their Apprenticeship. For both English and
mathematics, Level 1 Functional Skills, taken at the
end of the first year (if the programme is 2-years in
length), is likely to be appropriate as a stepping-

stone option. Students on shorter Traineeships
may require more intensive English or mathematics
tuition to achieve Level 2 within their programme.

...progressing into employment
The applied nature of Functional Skills means this
option is likely to be most appropriate for grade
F-G learners progressing straight into employment
at Key Stage 5. We would recommend these
students aim towards a Level 2 Functional Skills
over the 2 years of Key Stage 5, using Level 1
as a stepping stone at the end of year 1, where
appropriate. These students may benefit from
taking the Awards in Number and Measure and/or
the Awards in Statistical alongside Functional Skills,
as these develop the pure mathematical skills that
can then be applied.
As above, students on shorter Traineeships may
require more intensive English or mathematics
tuition.

Moving on to GCSE
All learners are expected to ultimately aim
towards achieveing A*- C GCSEs in English
and mathematics. ‘Interim’ qualifications,
like Functional Skills, are seen by the
Government as a way for learners to
progress towards GCSE.
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FOR STUDENTS THAT ACHIEVED ALTERNATIVE LEVEL 1 QUALIFICATIONS
All students who achieved a non-GCSE Level 1
qualification in English and mathematics at Key
Stage 4 (most probably Level 1 Functional Skills),
are recommended to go on and complete Level 2
Functional Skills. This will complement a vocational
programme and fulfil the English and mathematics
requirements of an Apprenticeship. These students
will then be well-placed to achieve a A*-C at GCSE
in the future.

For mathematics, students may also wish to study
an Award in Number & Measure or Award in
Statistical Methods at either Level 1 or 2, depending
upon their ability. This is likely to be particularly
appropriate for those that want to focus on a
particular area of mathematics, or who wish to
take a pure, unapplied option.

FOR STUDENTS THAT ACHIEVED ENTRY LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS
The principal English and mathematics options for
Entry Level learners are ALAN, Functional Skills
and Entry Level Certificates. Both the ALAN and
Functional Skills suites have qualifications available
at Entry Levels 1, 2 and 3. We recommend that
learners who have achieved Entry Level 3 ALAN or
Functional Skills, progress on to Level 1 Functional
Skills, with a view to advancing towards Level 2
where possible.
We recommend that learners who have achieved
Certificate in Mathematics at Entry level 3, progress
onto Level 1 Award in Number and Measure, with
a view to advancing towards Level 2 where
possible.
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Learners who have achieved Entry Level 1 or 2
English or mathematics should progress to the next
level within that suite, be that ALAN, Functional
Skills or Entry Level Certificates. The differences
between ALAN and Functional skills qualification
suites are slight, so learners can usually change
between ALAN and Functional Skills as they
progress through levels, without too much difficulty.
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Pearson’s English & 		
mathematics options
PEARSON EDEXCEL GCSES

GCSE English
A three-unit structure to allow students to develop
reading skills for both non-fiction and literary texts,
writing skills for both imaginative and practical tasks
as well as speaking and listening skills.

GCSE AND A-LEVEL SUPPORT
We offer comprehensive support, dedicated
training, and high quality resources and to
help you with the planning, teaching and
assessment of our qualifications.

40% external assessment, 60% internal assessment

GCSE English Language
A three-unit structure to allow students to develop
skills in analysing language and writing skills for
imaginative and practical tasks, as well as speaking
and listening skills.

Teacher Training - for centres who are
interested in, or who are currently delivering,
our qualifications. Learn more at
edexcel.com/training

40% external assessment, 60% internal assessment

GCSE Mathematics A
The most popular GCSE Mathematics qualiﬁcation
in the UK.
Assessed through two equally weighted papers
taken at the end of the course.
Available for entry at two tiers: Foundation 		
and Higher

ResultsPlus – providing detailed analysis of
your students’ exam performance.
Widely used by teachers across the country,
this free online service helps you identify
topics and skills where students could benefit
from further learning, helping them gain a
deeper understanding of their subject.

100% external assessment

GCSE Mathematics B
Assessed through three units taken at the end of
the course with prescribed content for each unit.
Allows for students to be entered for different tiers
across the units.
100% external assessment

GCSE Statistics
Aims to help students to acquire knowledge
and understanding of statistical techniques and
concepts.
75% external assessment, 25% internal assessment
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Exam Wizard – a free, online service that
enables you to find past examination
questions quickly and easily, linking them
directly to associated examiner reports and
mark schemes.

PEARSON EDEXCEL A-LEVELS

A-level English Language
Students study a wide range of spoken, written and
multimodal texts viewed as part of a continuum of
ways of constructing meanings through language.
60% external assessment, 40% internally 		
assessed coursework

A-level English Literature
A balance of familiar texts drawn from our literary
heritage and texts that delight readers by being
different, new and stimulating.
60% external assessment, 40% internally 		
assessed coursework

A-level English Language and Literature
Designed to support teachers in an integrated
approach to the teaching and learning of Literature
and Language
60% external assessment, 40% internally 		
assessed coursework

A-levels in Mathematics
Pathways leading to full Advanced Subsidiary
and Advanced GCE in Mathematics, Further
Mathematics, Pure Mathematics and Further
Mathematics (Additional)
All units are equally weighted, allowing many
different combinations of units and greater
flexibility.
100% external assessment
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FUNCTIONAL SKILLS
Functional Skills have been designed to equip
learners with the basic practical skills required in
everyday life, education and the workplace.
Functional Skills are not just about knowledge –
they’re about learning how to apply skills to solve
real-world problems and work situations.
They focus on problem-solving approaches and
decision-making, an approach which makes them
accessible and relevant for all adult learners.

Our free support package is available to help
your centre deliver a comprehensive programme.
We offer the highest quality teaching support
and delivery materials, including practice tests for
onscreen and paper-based assessments, complete
delivery guides, lesson plans, schemes of work,
curriculum models, mapping documents and much
more.

Our Functional Skills qualifications

To support delivery we also offer:

Pearson offers Functional Skills qualifications in
English and mathematics at all levels from Entry
Level 1 to Level 2.

›

A free Initial Assessment Tool to help your
centres identify learners’ existing skills levels.

›

An ‘ask the expert’ email service which
allows you to ask senior examiners general
questions about the teaching and 		
administration of our Functional Skills.

›

We also provide a wide variety of online and
face-to-face training events throughout the year
and a series of introductory training podcasts
to help you get to grips with our qualifications.

We offer onscreen, on-demand tests for Functional
Skills English (reading and writing) and mathematics
across Levels 1 and 2. Entry level assessment is
on-demand making it easier to administer. We also
offer paper-based assessment opportunities
throughout the year.
We have five-day assessment windows across
Levels 1 and 2, which give you the flexibility to
timetable tests on any day of that week.
Entry Level Functional Skills are all internally
assessed so can be sat whenever the learner 		
is ready.
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Our Support Package

PEARSON EDEXCEL AWARDS IN MATHEMATICS (LEVELS 1, 2 & 3)
The Mathematics Awards are a suite of stand-alone
academic qualifications in mathematics aimed at
students who need to develop their mathematical
skills in a particular area (e.g. number & measure,
algebra or statistical methods).

This suite of qualifications, all of which are assessed
externally, includes:

›

Award in Number and Measure at Level 1
and Level 2

These qualifications are designed to build
confidence in mathematics before progressing
to GCSE or GCE mathematics or who want to
gain a qualification which demonstrates their
mathematical ability.

›

Award in Algebra at Level 2 and Level 3

›

Award in Statistical Methods at Level 1, 		
Level 2 and Level 3

ENTRY LEVEL ENGLISH AND MATHEMATICS OPTIONS
Pearson offer the full range of Entry Level ALAN
and Entry Level Functional Skills qualifications.
In addition to this, under the banner of our
Personal Progress qualifications suite, Pearson offer
a range of Entry Level 1 English and mathematics
qualifications designed for learners who are not yet
ready to work towards Functional Skills:
The Entry Level 1 Award in Mathematical Skills
develops basic mathematical skills including number
skills, measuring, position, shape, sequencing
and sorting.

The Entry Level 1 Award and Certificate in
Communication Skills develop communication
skills, including reading and writing.
Both qualifications are internally assessed.
Pearson also offer Entry Level Certificate in
Mathematics for students who are not yet ready to
work towards GCSE mathematics. This qualification
is based on the National Curriculum and is wholly
assessed by teachers. It recognises small steps of
achievement based on practical tasks, and provides
opportunities for progression to our GCSE
Mathematics specifications or the Awards in
Number and Measure.
15

Published resources
We’re committed to ensuring that teachers and students have a
choice of resources to support their teaching and study. A range of
publications, from a number of publishers, is available to support
delivery and training for Edexcel and BTEC qualifications, so
students and teachers can select those that best suit their needs.

Learn more at
Edexcel.com/resources
Pearson Ltd, Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex, CM20 2JE.
Registered company number: 872828
Publication code: Z035273

