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iPrimary – Science Teacher’s Guide

Health and Safety
Individual institutions worldwide have their own health and safety policies that must be adhered to.
However, students following the iPrimary and iLowerSecondary science curricula are also encouraged
to assess risk for themselves. Clearly, overall responsibility for safety still remains with the teacher, but
discussing this as a class will help students to develop as scientists and set in place good habits for later
work.

Teaching approaches for helping students understand how to work safely
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As the start of each school year, students could be tasked with making a science safety poster, either
individually or in small groups. These could be displayed on the wall of the teaching room or fixed into the
front of their exercise book. Revisit the posters termly as a short refresher.
Students tend to respond well to positive rules rather than a list of ‘Do not…’, especially if they understand
the reason why the rule is in place.

Tips to encourage safe working

Whilst in the primary classroom, students are likely to adhere to rules as a result of the teacher’s authority.
The same may apply at home. However, allowing the students to have ownership of the science classroom
rules allows them to transfer their perceptions of risk to everyday life as they grow up.
Teach students how to assess risk in the science classroom by explaining to them that there are four key
factors to consider:
• What are the hazards?

e.g. using a knife, handling hot water, water spilt on the floor

M

Enabling
independent
learning
pp. 15 – 16

• What is the potential consequence of each hazard?
e.g. burns, electrocution, broken limb

• What is the risk of this injury happening today in this room?
Very likely or not very likely?
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• What control measures could be put in place to reduce the risk of injury?
e.g. wear gloves, wear safety glasses, clear up spills

Engaging
everyone
pp.12 – 14

Ask students to consider the implications of an unsafe working practice, for example, not wearing
safety glasses. Encourage students to build up their own set of safety rules in pairs or small groups
and share their ideas with the rest of the class. This is more likely to engender a feeling of collective
responsibility for the safety of themselves and their peers.
As stated earlier, the teacher has overall responsibility for student safety so group-generated rules
should always be checked for errors or omissions.

Watch out for…

• Students stating ‘wear glasses’; they should refer to them as ‘safety glasses’ or ‘goggles’.
• A very common misspelling of ‘goggles’ as ‘googles’.

