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Introduction

Paper 2 is the Reading and Writing component of the International GCSE and constitutes 50%
of the total marks for the qualification. The total number of marks for this paper is 80,
divided equally between reading comprehension and a writing section.

The paper assesses reading and writing skills in separate sections across five topic areas:

Home and abroad
Education and employment
Personal life and relationships
The world around us
Social activities, fitness and health.

The reading section comprises the first five tasks where candidates are required to convey
their understanding of written German through a series of five reading tasks, each based
around a collection of short texts or a longer single text. The first task is assessed through
multiple choice answers (6 marks), the second task is a multiple-choice gap-filling exercise (6
marks) and the third task is a multiple choice question (8 marks). The fourth task is based on
a literary text which consists of a short, adapted extract from an authentic source
appropriate to this level. Candidates have to give short answers to prompts in German (10
marks). The fifth task is based on an authentic German text with questions in German which
require the candidates to answer in German (10 marks). The overall level of difficulty
increases from the first task to the fifth task.

The writing section comprises three tasks; two writing tasks and a third grammar-based
task. The first writing task is short and the candidates are asked to write 60-75 words,
including four prescribed words or short phrases. Candidates are being assessed on 1)
Communication and content and 2) Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (10 marks). The
second writing task is longer than the first and contains an element of choice. The candidates
are able to choose from three questions which are drawn from different topics. They need to
write between 130-150 words in response to the question, addressing four bullet points.
Candidates are again being assessed on 1) Communication and content and 2) Linguistic
knowledge and accuracy (20 marks). In the third grammar-based task candidates are asked
to change the words in brackets so that they correctly fit the sentences. This involves the
need to manipulate, for example, verbs and adjectives into their correct verb form (10
marks). Grammatical accuracy, punctuation and spelling are being assessed in this section of
the paper.
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Question 2

The topic for question 2 is daily life in a small town and divided into three short paragraphs
from people living and working in this town. To make the task easier for the candidates, there
were two statements connected to each person. The correct missing word has to be inserted
into the statement. This question is aimed at grade 1 to 4 and most candidates did not find it
difficult to score the maximum six marks available.

This response does not score any marks.

The candidate has been unable to link any of the missing words with
the sentences they fitted into.
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This response scores the maximum 6 marks.

The candidate has given a perfect answer and there is no hindrance
for examiners to interpret the response.

Clear handwriting and setting out the response helps candidates to
achieve the correct result.
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This response scores 3 marks.

This candidate correctly identified Q02(a), Q02(b) and Q02(f).

The choices made by the candidate for the other three sections are not
correct when looking at the text and those for Q02(d) and Q02(e) do
not make sense.

Candidates need to consider carefully whether the word they have
chosen to fill the gap makes sense.
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Question 3

This multiple choice question is divided into three short paragraphs where three young
people (Maja, Paul and Susanne) give an account of their schools. Candidates have to choose
the correct statements that correspond to what the young people have said. There are eight
correct statements and therefore 8 marks available. A good number of candidates managed
to score the maximum mark.
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This response scores 7 marks.

There is one incorrect answer; for Q03(d) the correct answer would
have been Paul and not Susanne as Paul says that they are working
together but Susanne does not mention anything to do with group
work.

Candidates should scan the texts carefully in order to connect the
statements with the texts and come up with the correct answers.
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This response scores the maximum 8 marks.

The candidate is able to connect all the statements with the right
person.
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Question 4

The literary text for question 4 is an edited extract from Die Deutschlehrerin by Judith W.
Taschler. Candidates have to complete the notes with information from the text. Most
candidates were able to deal well with the text but some were at times confused as to which
adjective corresponded to which section.

Almost all answers to Q04(a) and Q04(b) were correct and did not pose a problem for the
candidates.

Q04(c) was generally well handled as there were several possible answers and most
candidates could identify one of them. The adjective 'komisch' was however not correct.

For Q04(d) candidates sometimes missed out the 'nie' or 'nicht' which rendered the answer
wrong and did not score a mark.

There are 2 marks available in Q04(e) and a good number of candidates achieved a good
score here. Some responses were a little confusing though and could not be rewarded with a
mark.

Q04(f) was answered correctly by many candidates. There are 2 marks available and
candidates generally either gained full marks or none. At times, candidates had not identified
the correct answers and offered more positive adjectives which did not score in this section.

Q04(g) and Q04(h) were generally answered well with most candidates scoring marks in each
of these sections.
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This response scores 10 marks.

This is a perfect response with the candidate writing clear and
unambiguous answers.

Short, precise answers are enough for this question.
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This response scores 6 marks. Q04(c), Q04(e), Q04(f) and Q04(h) are not answered correctly.
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In Q04(c) the inclusion of 'sich' makes the response ambiguous and
therefore a mark cannot be awarded.

'Jugendlichen nicht freundlich' is not a correct answer to Q04(e) so only
1 mark is given.

In Q04(f) 'nicht zu klar' is not precise enough to be given credit.

Unfortunately, 'Ihrem Tag' is not a correct answer to Q04(h).

The answers given here are generally short which is good but some of
the crossings out can be a little confusing. Candidates should be
careful when crossing out their work.
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Another excellent response with full marks.

Short and precise answers gain marks in all parts of the question.
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This response scores 8 marks.
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There are very precise answers here and most of them are correct.
However, Q04(c) is not, as Mathilda's opinion of her colleagues is good.
This was the original answer of the candidate which was then crossed
out.

In Q04(e) the candidate writes that the teacher was strict but this is not
supported by the text. Therefore no mark can be given.

Candidates should be careful when rethinking their answers as the
first one might well be the correct one.
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Question 5

The topic for this last question in the reading comprehension is shopping. This is the most
difficult part of the reading section and candidates can score 10 marks. There are seven
questions in total but three questions are comprised of two distinct elements and therefore 2
marks are available.

Candidates dealt quite well with this part of the examination. It is pleasing to see that there
are fewer candidates who copy large chunks of texts than in previous years as untargeted
lifts do not score marks.

Answers in German for this section need to be fairly precise and sometimes candidates did
not include all the necessary information when answering a question.

In Q05(a) candidates did not always refer to too much many or mentioning the sum of 100
billion.

In Q05(b) candidates sometimes became confused by the word 'spenden'.

Most candidates dealt very well with Q05(c) and Q05(d). In the latter they sometimes did not
specify that people were giving the money.

There are several possible answers for Q05(e) which was a 2 mark question and most
candidates managed to score 2 marks here. Sometimes they just wrote 'Es gibt kein HD'
without reference to a TV set which meant that they did not score a mark.

Q05(f) was also well handled as candidates could use quotes from the text and this made the
question accessible for weaker candidates too.

Q05(g) was usually answered well but some candidates gave answers which were too general
or not rooted in the text.
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This response scores 8 marks with Q5(a) and one of Q5(b) not answered correctly.
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This is a very good response with clear answers which are easily
legible. Unfortunately, the candidate did not finish the sentence in
Q05(a) and only referred to one example in Q05(b) which means 2
marks cannot be awarded.

Clear answers that get to the point are what examiners are looking for.

19 Int GCSE German 4GN1 02R



This response achieves 9 marks. The last question was not answered correctly.
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This is an excellent response where the candidate gives full and
relevant answers bar the last question which is too general and does
not refer to the fact that people can consume less.
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This response scores the maximum 10 marks.
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This is an excellent response. The answers are well written and
communicate exactly what is needed to be awarded full marks.
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Question 6

Question 6 is the first written task and is aimed at grades 1-5. There are four prompts and
candidates are required to use all prompts in order to access the highest mark for
communication and content, which is 5. There are also 5 marks available for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.

The topic in this examination series is Television and the four prompts are Sendung,
Wohnzimmer, Familie and gesehen. Candidates can use the prompts in any order but they
should not change a noun to a verb or vice versa. Some candidates found the word Sendung
challenging and did not use it appropriately in their response.
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This response scores 5 marks for communication and content and 4 marks for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.
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This is a very detailed and fully relevant response to the task. All bullet
points are covered and the piece of writing shows a clear ability to
express ideas and opinions as well as being able to describe and
inform (...aber ich hatte Lust auf etwas anderes...) It therefore deserves
the maximum mark for communication and content.

Some of the structures in the response are quite adventurous but
there are quite a number of minor errors (ganzes Familie/jedes
Menschen) and some major errors (...warren... gesehen) which means
that the second band is appropriate for linguistic knowledge and
accuracy.

Candidates should make sure that they check verb formations and
genders.
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This response scores 4 for communication and content and 3 for linguistic knowledge
and accuracy.
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The response uses all four bullet points but the word Sendung is not
appropriately manipulated in a sentence. Therefore, the maximum
mark for communication and content is 4. The piece of writing is
much longer than necessary (60-75 words) and there is some
irrelevance towards the end.

The candidate uses familiar and predictable vocabulary and structures
(...viele luete sehe der computer, der Handy und die Fernsehen).

There is some evidence of manipulation of language but this is not
sustained.

There are some major errors (fur halb ein stunde/meine funfzehn
jahre alt bruder) and therefore a mark of 3 for linguistic knowledge
and accuracy is appropriate.

Candidates are encouraged to stay within the word suggestion and
make sure that the whole response is relevant to the given topic.
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This response achieves 5 marks for communication and content and 5 marks for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.
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This is an excellent response with logical flow and sequencing of ideas.
It covers all four bullet points which are underlined in the text and
stays largely within the appropriate word limit. It is a detailed and fully
relevant response to the task. There is a clear ability to express ideas
and opinions. A mark of 5 for communication and content is
therefore highly justified.

The response uses a range of vocabulary and grammatical structures
(sie hilft mir, um zu entspannen). Language has been manipulated in
order to produce fluent sentences. The piece of writing is very accurate
and unreservedly deserves the maximum mark for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.

Underlining the bullet points within the text helps candidates and
examiners to be aware which bullet points have been covered.
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Question 7 (a)

Q07(a) is the first of three of the longer writing tasks candidates can choose. The topic is Role
Models and around 20% of candidates chose this task. It was accessible to almost all learners
and many achieved pleasing results. The four subheadings asked candidates to write about
which person was important to them as a child, why we have film or sport stars as role
models, how a good role model should be and how they would be a good person later in life.

The maximum mark for this written response is 20; 10 marks for communication and
content and 10 marks for linguistic knowledge and accuracy. To achieve the highest
marks, candidates need to write a response which shows an excellent ability to express ideas
in a logical sequence and errors should not interfere with comprehension. The response
needs to be entirely coherent and fluent. On the linguistic side, candidates need to display an
excellent range of vocabulary and grammatical structures with a secure use of at least three
tenses. Examiners are looking for very strong evidence of correct spelling, verb formation,
gender and agreement.

Most candidates covered all four points in their writing. It was pleasing to see that most
candidates were able to use past time frames for the first bullet point and future time frames
for the last bullet point.
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This response scores 10 marks for communication and content and 9 marks for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.

33 Int GCSE German 4GN1 02R



34Int GCSE German 4GN1 02R



This is an excellent response which covers all four bullet points in
detail. Ideas are expressed in a logical sequence and the response is
confident, fluent, pertinent and purposeful throughout. It therefore
deserves the maximum mark for communication and content.

The writing displays an excellent range of vocabulary and grammatical
structures (Ich glaube der Grund warum wir Vorbilder haben ...) and
secure use of at least three tenses with no noticeable repetition. There
is frequent use of the word 'seien' when it is meant to be 'sein' which is
why the mark for linguistic knowledge and accuracy is 9.

The use of paragraphs helps to make sure that all bullet points have
been addressed and the reader can navigate more easily through the
response.
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This response achieves 9 marks for communication and content and 9 marks for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.

36Int GCSE German 4GN1 02R



The response addresses all four bullet points in a logical sequence and
any errors do not interfere with comprehension for a sympathetic
native speaker. The answer is entirely coherent and fluent (... weil sie
sehen sehr erfolgreich aus und das motiviert die Jungen auch
erfolgreich zu werden). It is awarded 9 marks for communication and
content.

The writing displays an excellent range of vocabulary and grammatical
structures and the secure use of at least three tenses. There is very
strong evidence of correct spelling, verb formation, gender and
agreement. Therefore, a mark of 9 for linguistic knowledge and
accuracy is given.

Leaving some space at the end of a paragraph makes it easier to add
an extra sentence afterwards.
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Question 7 (b)

The second longer writing task, Q07(b), is on the topic of Work and more than a third of
candidates chose to write about this. The four bullet points are as follows: which work you
have already done, whether good qualifications are necessary, the best jobs for young
people and your future job/profession. Most dealt with the question well but there were
some responses which did not have much to say about the need for qualifications and/or the
best jobs for young people.
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This response receives 10 marks for communication and content and 9 marks for
linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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The response has addressed all bullet points in a coherent and fluent
fashion with much purpose to the writing. There is an excellent ability
to express ideas in a logical sequence, dividing the bullet points clearly
into four paragraphs. Therefore the mark for communication and
content is 10.

There is an excellent range of vocabulary and grammatical structures
('denn sis sind am praktischsten'/Zum Beispiel, wenn man als Kellner
arbeitet, kann man ... ), including some complex lexical items and no
noticeable repetition. There is very strong evidence of correct spelling,
verb formation, gender and agreement. The response is given 9 marks
for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

The correct use of commas can help the reader to navigate through
the writing more easily.
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This response is awarded 9 marks for communication and content and 9 marks for
linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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The response shows an excellent ability to express ideas in a logical
sequence and errors (Ich arbeite als Kasse) do not interfere with
comprehension for a sympathetic native speaker. The response is
entirely coherent, fluent and purposeful and is thus given 9 marks for
communication and content.

There is an excellent range of vocabulary and structures and secure
use of at least three tenses (Ich konnte Erfahrung bekommen und ein
bisschen Geld verdienen/Diese Job wird sicher super sein).

There is very strong evidence of correct spelling and verb formation
and therefore the response achieves 9 marks for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.
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Question 7 (c)

The last option for the longer written task Q07(c) is on the topic of Celebrations. Candidates
are asked to refer to the following bullet points: a family celebration from last year, their
favourite celebration during the year, why music is important at festivals/parties and how
they were going to celebrate the end of their time at school. About a third of candidates
chose this topic and a wide range of festivals from all over the world were being described in
the responses.
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This excellent response is given 10 marks for communication and content and 10 marks for
linguistic ability and accuracy.
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This answer is confident, fluent, pertinent and purposeful. All bullet
points have been addressed in a coherent way and ideas have been
expressed in a logical sequence. Any errors do not interfere with
comprehension. The mark for communication and content therefore
deserves to be 10.

There is very strong evidence of correct spelling and verb formation
with an excellent range of vocabulary and grammatical structures ( ...
ich finde, dass es sehr lustig war/Auf der einen Seite ist Musik toll für
die Stimmung, denn man kann singen oder tanzen...) The mark for
linguistic knowledge and accuracy is also 10.

Responses do not have to be longer than the suggested word length
(130-150) in order to achieve full marks.
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This response achieves 9 marks for communication and content and 8 marks for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.
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The candidate addresses all four bullet points and the response
expresses ideas in a logical sequence. Errors do not interfere with
comprehension for a sympathetic native speaker (Kuche). The
response is entirely coherent, confident and fluent. It is therefore given
9 marks for communication and content.

The writing displays a good range of vocabulary and grammatical
structures and there is significant evidence of correct spelling, verb
formation, gender and agreement (Wenn ich viele Geschenke
bekomme, dann bin ich wirklich froh). The mark for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy is 8.

Using paragraphs makes the writing easier to be accessed for all
readers.
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Question 8

This section tests candidates' ability to use their grammatical knowledge in context. The text
chosen this year is about wedding customs in Germany. Ten words needed to be put into the
correct form in a particular sentence.

Most candidates managed to score well on this grammar test. There were no items which
caused a major problem but the inclusion of an umlaut on Q08(e) 'trägt' was a bit of a
challenge. The past participle 'gegeben' for Q08(b) and the changing of the vowel plus the
correct ending for Q08(f) also proved quite difficult for some.
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This response scores 6 marks.
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Q08(b) is given in the wrong verb form, Q08(e) is missing an umlaut,
Q08(h) is given in the plural form instead of the singular form and no
answer is offered for Q08(j).

Candidates should make sure that they fill in all answers to give
themselves a chance for maximum marks.
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This response scores 9 marks.
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There is only one error which is Q08(c) where a past tense is given.
This does, however, not fit into the text and therefore cannot be
credited.

Clear and precise handwriting helps to see the exact answers which
are required in this question.
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The response scores full marks.

This is an excellent response with 10 correct answers.
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Paper Summary

Teachers should emphasise to candidates the importance of reading the questions
carefully and reading through the whole section before attempting the questions. For Q04,
the literary text, only very short answers are required (often one word) and non-targeted
lifts from texts will not gain a mark.
For Q05, candidates should be discouraged from copying whole untargeted sections of the
text as this will generally not be rewarded with a mark. A number of responses can also be
given as one or two-word answers, certainly not more than a short sentence. Candidates
need to be aware that they might need to manipulate the subject pronoun in order to
answer the question. Answering a 'sie' question with a 'wir' answer will usually not gain a
mark.
For Q06, candidates are required to use all four bullet points in their answer in order to be
able to score the highest marks. They should also make sure that they use more than one
time frame in order to score 5 marks in the linguistic knowledge and accuracy section.
For Q07, candidates also have to address all four sections in order to be eligible for the
highest marks for communication and content. Examiners are looking for coherent and
purposeful responses that show an excellent ability to express ideas in a logical sequence.
Candidates are also encouraged to display an excellent range of vocabulary and
grammatical structures with a secure use of at least three tenses.
In Q08, candidates are able to show their grammatical knowledge and need to read the
sentences with the words in brackets carefully in order to produce the correct answer.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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