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Introduction

Paper 2 is the Reading and Writing component of the International GCSE and constitutes 50%
of the total marks for the qualification. The total number of marks for this paper is 80,
divided equally between reading comprehension and a writing section.

The paper assesses reading and writing skills in separate sections across five topic areas:

Home and abroad
Education and employment
Personal life and relationships
The world around us
Social activities, fitness and health.

The reading section comprises the first five tasks where candidates are required to convey
their understanding of written German through a series of five reading tasks, each based
around a collection of short texts or a longer single text. The first task is assessed through
multiple choice answers (6 marks), the second task is a multiple-choice gap-filling exercise (6
marks) and the third task is a multiple choice question (8 marks). The fourth task is based on
a literary text which consists of a short, adapted extract from an authentic source
appropriate to this level. Candidates have to give short answers to prompts in German (10
marks). The fifth task is based on an authentic German text with questions in German which
require the candidates to answer in German (10 marks). The overall level of difficulty
increases from the first task to the fifth task.

The writing section comprises three tasks; two writing tasks and a third grammar-based
task. The first writing task is short and the candidates are asked to write 60-75 words,
including four prescribed words or short phrases. Candidates are being assessed on 1)
Communication and content and 2) Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (10 marks). The
second writing task is longer than the first and contains an element of choice. The candidates
are able to choose from three questions which are drawn from different topics. They need to
write between 130-150 words in response to the question, addressing four bullet points.
Candidates are again being assessed on 1) Communication and content and 2) Linguistic
knowledge and accuracy (20 marks). In the third grammar-based task candidates are asked
to change the words in brackets so that they correctly fit the sentences. This involves the
need to manipulate, for example, verbs and adjectives into their correct verb form (10
marks). Grammatical accuracy, punctuation and spelling are being assessed in this section of
the paper.
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Question 2

This is a multiple choice question where candidates have to choose the appropriate letter
from a cloud in order to add a phrase to a sentence. The topic was 'Arbeit' and three young
people talked about what was important for their choice of work. The question is therefore
divided into three short paragraphs and there are two questions for each paragraph. Using
the first name of the young people within the stem of each question should make it easier
for candidates to navigate their way through this question. This question is aimed at grades
1-4 and most candidates coped well with it. The most difficult parts seemed to be Q02(c) and
Q02(d) whereby candidates were not able to identify the correct words or phrases to
complete the sentences. For Q02(c) Susanne says that it is useful to work together in a team.
This had to be paired with 'Susanne likes to work with others'. For Q02(d) the text says that
for Susanne the pay is not important. In the question the candidates had to match this with
'For Susanne money plays a small part.'.

This response scores full marks.
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This is an excellent response gaining 6 marks out of 6.

The candidate here has written the possible answers they considered
for each section next to the answer boxes. This might be a useful tip to
candidates when they work through the text. Examiners will only
consider answers in the box if there is more than one letter.

Ideally, the candidate could have crossed out any answers next to the
boxes.
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This response scores 5 marks. Q02(b) has been answered incorrectly. The correct answer
is B.

The candidate has performed well here but was unable to link Esme's
comment that she wants to decide herself how many days per week
she goes to the office with the correct answer 'For Esme office work
should be flexible.'

The candidate has used clear handwriting which is always useful for
examiners.
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This response scores 4 marks. Q02(d) and Q02(f) are incorrect.

The candidate was unable to link in Q02(d) 'For Susanne, money plays
a small part' with 'Pay is not important for me.'

The last question Q02(f) was also incorrect. Candidates needed to be
able to work out that Moritz did not want to go back to work straight
after the arrival of his children. He preferred to stay at home with
them.

The candidate first gave a different answer for Q02(d) but crossed it
out neatly so that the new answer was clearly identifiable.
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Question 3

The topic for question 3 was Holidays. Three young people called Lars, Anne and Claus give
an account of their holiday preferences and candidates have to choose the correct person for
seven statements. Some statements relate to more than one person and therefore will have
more than one cross next to them. Statement Q03(f) did not match with any of the accounts
of the three young people and therefore did not warrant any cross. There are 8 marks
available overall.

Some candidates seemed to have been confused by Q03(f) and chose 'Anne' as the answer.
Although Anne says that her parents might find a holiday with young people difficult, she
does not say that she likes to go on holiday without her parents.

Quite a number of candidates gained the maximum marks here. However, about half of the
candidates scored 6 or 7 marks, often incorrectly choosing Anne for Q03(f) and then missing
out on one of the correct answers for Q03(d) or Q03(e).
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This response scores 7 marks. Q03(f) has been crossed incorrectly and Q03(e) for Lars is not
correctly identified.

A good response but Q03(f) wrongly identified.

The candidate has clearly crossed the boxes and there is no confusion
as to which box is being crossed.
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This response gains 5 marks.

Q03(d) contains a wrong cross for Anne when Lars and Claus should
be crossed. Q03(f) contains two crosses when there should be none.
However, the candidate did not cross Anne for Q03(g).
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This response scores 8 marks.

This is an excellent response where the candidate has identified all the
correct answers and gains the maximum marks.

The candidate has written some translations next to the key words on
the left hand side which might be useful for candidates to identify all
correct answers.
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Question 4

Question 4 is the literary text in the Reading comprehension section. This series, the novel
Die Quindts by Christiane Brueckner had been chosen. The text consists of three
papragraphs with seven questions, three of which are worthy of 2 marks and therefore need
answering with two discrete elements.

Most candidates were able to access the text and answer the questions with a varying degree
of success. There are altogether 10 discrete marks available and a good number of
candidates managed to score the maximum mark.

Q04(a) required candidates to give the time of day which was generally successfully handled.
A few candidates wrongly gave the answer 'Hotel' here which is correct for Q04(b).

Most candidates identified 'Hotel' as the answer for Q04(b) correctly.

There were two marks available for Q04(c). Candidates had three correct options available
and most scored well here. However, if the candidates wrote 'sieht gut' this was not credited
with a mark as it conveys a different meaning than 'sieht gut aus'.

Q04(d) proved trickier than the previous questions. A number of candidates did not convey
correctly the actions of Maximilane and simply wrote 'trinkt Kaffee'. This did not gain a mark.

The same answer was also often used in Q04(e) where Maximilane's mood had to be
assessed. Drinking coffee is not a mood though.

Q04(f) was very well handled by candidates and most gained two marks here. There were
three options available and weaker candidates were also able to answer correctly.

In Q04(g) the idea of going on holiday or going to the seaside was tested and most
candidates did not have a problem giving a correct answer.
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This is a good response to the literary text. The candidate scores 8 marks; one of Q04(d) and
Q04(e) are incorrect.
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Although the candidate identifies Maximiliane as a male person, we do
not penalise candidates for that kind of error as we do not expect
them to be familiar with all German first names (although the
pronouns in the text make it clear that the main character is female).

The candidate here gives rather long answers at times when one word
answers would have sufficed, eg in Q04(a) Nachmittag was all that was
asked for. The candidate has answered questions using their own
words which is fine. However, if candidates have a tendency for
untargeted lifts from the text itself, they are unlikely to be granted a
mark.

The second answer to Q04(d) is wrong as Victoria is not involved in the
morning routine.

Although the text states that Maximiliane is tired, that is referring to
what she looks like; it is not a mood. Therefore, the answer to Q04(e) is
wrong.

Candidates should keep answers short and to the point.
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This response scores the maximum mark of 10.

This is an excellent response to the literary questions. The candidate
answer all questions correctly without any ambiguity. Where the
answer has beeen altered (Q04(c)), this has been done efficiently and
easily identifiable for the examiner.
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If there is a need to cross out any response, candidates should make
clear what the new answer is and where it goes. Legible handwriting
helps examiners to identify correct answers.
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This response scores 7 out of 10 marks.

This is a typical response to this question. The candidate has identified
the correct answers to most questions but the answers given to Q04(d)
do not deserve a mark. There is no indication of who has slept/dreamt
well or what Maximiliane's activity was in relation to those activities.

Many answers to Q04(e) involved pouring or drinking a cup of coffee
which was not a correct way of describing Maximilane's mood.
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Candidates should make sure to read the text thoroughly in order to
try and identify who does what.

18Int GCSE German 4GN1 02



Question 5

The topic for the last question in the Reading Comprehension is Friendship. This is the most
difficult part of the reading section and candidates can score 10 marks. There are seven
questions in total but three questions are comprised of two distinct elements and therefore 2
marks are available.

Candidates have dealt quite well with this part of the examination. It is pleasing to see that
there are fewer candidates who copy large chunks of texts than in previous years, as
untargeted lifts do not score marks.

Answers in German for this section need to be fairly precise and sometimes candidates do
not include all the necessary information when answering a question.

For Q05(b) candidates needed to include that one needs friends nearby, rather than just
friends in general in order to gain a mark.

In Q05(c) an agent needed to be mentioned in order to make the answers clear.

Q05(d) proved too difficult for most candidates. Many were unable to express what had
changed in Germany in the last 70 years, without giving any comparative or describing what
the situation used to be and what it is now.

Q05(e) and Q05(f) were generally well-handled and most candidates scored marks here.

There are two marks available for Q05(g) but candidates often only referred to friends taking
over the functions the family used to do. This only gained 1 mark. Quite a number of
candidates wrote that friends were taking over functions without mentioning which
functions. This was not rewarded with a mark.
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This response scored 6 marks.
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This is a typical response for this question. The candidate answers well
Q05(a) and Q05(b). In Q05(c) the agent is not included clearly and
therefore the candidate only scores 1 mark for the second element as
a consequential error from the first part. In Q05(d) the candidate does
not include a comparative and therefore does not gain a mark. Q05(e)
does give a possible correct answer and gains a mark. Q05(f) is
answered correctly and scores both available marks. The answer for
Q05(g) though is not rooted in the text and does not score a mark.

Candidates should make sure that it is clear in their answers who they
are referring to.
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This response scores 9 marks.
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This is a very good response with clear answers to all questions bar
Q05(d) where the candidate did not include a comparison and
therefore a mark was withheld.

Setting out the answers in a clear and logical way helps the examiner
to score the responses without missing any possible answers.
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This response scores 8 marks.
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This is a good response for this question which is the most challenging
in the reading section. The candidate answers all questions well with
clear answers bar Q05(b) and Q05(d). For Q05(b) the correct answer
had been given, but is then crossed out and replaced it with an
incorrect answer. The answer given for Q05(d) does not address the
correct idea that needs to be conveyed.
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Question 6

Q06 is the first written task and is aimed at grades 1-5. There are four prompts and
candidates are required to use all prompts in order to access the highest mark for
communication and content, which is 5. There are also 5 marks available for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.

The topic in this examination series was Media and the four prompts were Fernsehen,
Computer, gesehen and Wochenende. Candidates can use the prompts in any order but
they should not change a noun to a verb or vice versa.
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This excellent response scores 5 marks for communication and content and 5 marks for
linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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The candidate uses all four prompts and writes a detailed and fully
relevant response to the task. The piece of writing is coherent with a
logical flow and sequencing of ideas. There is a clear ability to express
ideas and opinions as well as an ability to describe and inform.

The candidate uses a range of vocabulary and grammatical structures.
Apart from some missing commas, the writing is very accurate and
there are no errors. The language has been manipulated in order to
produce fluent sentences.

Candidates should choose carefully how much they are writing as
responses which are too long often produce more errors and can lead
to a breakdown in communication.
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Another excellent response that achieves 5 marks for communication and content and
another 5 marks for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

The candidate uses all four prompts and writes a fully relevant piece
which is coherent and logical. There is a clear ability to express
opinions and ideas (weil es immer fantastisch ist). There are a few
errors but they are all minor and therefore the candidate deserves 5
marks for their linguistic ability too. There are many subordinate
clauses with correct word order and the use of different tenses is
secure.

Ticking off the various prompts at the top of the page reminds
candidates to use all four prompts.
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This response scores 5 marks for communication and content and 4 marks for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.
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The response is detailed and fully relevant to the task. There is a clear
ability to express ideas (Ich liebe sozialen Medien, weil ich kann einfach
mit meinen Freunden sprechen). The response is coherent with a
logical flow. It therefore deserves 5 marks for communication and
content.

There are, however, a number of errors especially in word order
(Manchmal ich spiele ...) and gender agreements (mit mein Handy).
There is also a major mistake in using 'heures' in a German response.
The use of tenses is secure (wir haben ... gespielt). The response
therefore achieves 4 marks for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

Candidates should double-check word order, genders and agreements
in their written response.
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Question 7 (a)

Q07(a) is the first of three of the longer writing tasks candidates can choose. The topic this
year is School and more than 50% of candidates chose this task. It was easily accessible to
almost all learners and many achieved very pleasing results. The four subheadings asked
candidates to write about what they did at school last week, why they like school or not, their
ideal school and what they were going to do next year.

The maximum mark for this written response is 20; 10 marks for communication and
content and 10 marks for linguistic knowledge and accuracy. To achieve the highest
marks, candidates need to write a response which shows an excellent ability to express ideas
in a logical sequence and errors should not interfere with comprehension. The response
needs to be entirely coherent and fluent. On the linguistic side, candidates need to display an
excellent range of vocabulary and grammatical structures with a secure use of at least three
tenses. Examiners are looking for very strong evidence of correct spelling, verb formation,
gender and agreement.

Most candidates covered all four points in their writing, occasionally the second and third
bullet points were merged but this was admissable if both points were mentioned. It was
pleasing to see that most candiates were able to use past time frames for the first bullet
point and future time frames for the last bullet point.

This response achieves 9 marks for communication and content and 8 marks for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.
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The candidate addresses all four bullet points in a logical sequence,
devoting one similar length paragraph for each bullet. Although this is
not prescribed by examiners it may help candidates to give a fully
relevant response. Ideas are expressed without ambiguity (Ich denke,
dass meine Schule ziemlich gut ist, aber es gibt probleme/ Wenn ich
ein Uniform trage, kann ich nicht lernen). The candidate is therefore
placed into the highest box for communication and content and
awarded 9 marks.

For linguistic knowledge and accuracy the candidate is placed in the
7-8 band as there is a good range of vocabulary and grammatical
structures (Ich denke, dass plus correct word order) but also some
errors (Letzte woche bin ich mit meinem Schule ein Klassenfahrt
gefahren/ Meine Schule woltet keine Schuluniform haben).

The final mark here is 8 with a total of 17 for the response.

Using paragraphs helps the reader (and possibly the candidate) to get
a better understanding as to which bullet points have been covered.
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This response scores 7 marks for communication and content and 6 marks for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.
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The candidates addresses all four bullet points and the response
shows a good ability to express ideas in a form that would be
comprehensible to a sympathetic native reader. There is much
evidence of ideas following a logical sequence. The response is mostly
coherent with occasional ambiguity (eg viele Sport mochtigkeit)
although these appear to be aberrations in an otherwise pertinent
response. The response is therefore awarded 7 marks for
communication and content.

This response shows a satisfactory range of vocabulary and structures
(eg Ich hoffe du besser sind./ Meine ideale Schule ausehen diese)
although the use of perfect and present tense is fairly secure. There is
some evidence of correct verb formation, gender and agreement. For
these reasons the response is placed at the top end of the 5-6 band
and receives 6 marks for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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This response achieves maximum marks; 10 for communication and content and 10 for
linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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This is an excellent response which is fully relevant and coherent.
There is an excellent ability to express ideas in a logical sequence
which warrants a mark of 10 for communication and content.

Furthermore, the candidate is able to show an excellent range of
vocabulary and grammatical structures with the secure use of various
tenses (Ich bin sehr zufrieden mit dem, was ich geschrieben habe/ ...
sollte die Schule auch Sport mit in den Schulalltag einplanen). There is
very strong evidence of correct spelling, verb formation, gender and
agreement. Therefore, a mark of 10 for linguistic knowledge and
accuracy is appropriate.

Although not a requirement as such, setting the response as an email
adds to the notion of being entirely coherent.

39 Int GCSE German 4GN1 02



Question 7 (b)

Q07(b) is on the topic of Food and drink but was chosen by fewer than 10% of the
candidates. The bullet points covered the areas; what you like to eat or drink, what you think
of international meals, who cooked in your family recently and a future visit to a restaurant.

The candidates who chose this option generally dealt with it very well, with many responses
scoring marks in the top bands. However, even some very good responses at times did not
write about who cooked in their family recently but gave a more general account of who was
the cook in the family. This meant that the marks for communication and content could
not come from the highest band.

This response scores 9 marks for communication and content and the maximum 10 marks
for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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The response is fully coherent and shows an excellent ability to express
ideas in a logical sequence. However, bullet point 3 is only partially
covered as the candidate refers to the father helping in the kitchen
when she was younger (Als ich jünger war, hat mein Vater öfters in der
Küche mitgeholfen). This is stretching the idea of 'neulich' and
therefore the mark for communication and content is limited at 9.

However, the candidate has demonstrated an excellent range of
vocabulary and grammatical structures including some complex lexical
items (eg In letzter Zeit habe ich mir vorgenommen...) The response
therefore deserves to be awarded the maximum mark of 10 for
linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

Candidates need to make sure that they read the bullet points carefully
so that they can respond fully to the tasks.
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This response achieves 6 marks for communication and content and 6 marks for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.

44Int GCSE German 4GN1 02



The candidate tries to address all bullet points. The third bullet does
not specify who has cooked lately, there is a mention of the whole
family cooking together when the candidate was younger (Als ich
jünger war, meine familie zusammen gekocht).

The last bullet point about a future visit to a restaurant does not
communicate well. It rather gives the impression of a past visit to a
restaurant. For communication and content the response is
therefore judged to be in the middle band and the candidate awarded
a mark of 6.

There is a satisfactory range of vocabulary and grammatical structures
and unsteady use of two tenses (Es war spaß hat gemacht). There is
also some evidence of correct spelling, verb formation, gender and
agreement. The word 'saurkohlhaltige' is used twice but does not really
communicate. The response is also placed into the middle band for
linguistic knowledge and accuracy and again awarded a mark of 6.

Candidates should make sure that they know which time frames and
tenses are needed for each bullet point.
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Question 7 (c)

Q07(c) is the third longer writing question on the topic of Home. The four bullet points ask
candidates to give details about where they live, what they did at home last week, why a
garden is important or not and where they will live in the future.

About 30% of responses were in this section and most candidates were able to give a full
answer, addressing all bullet points.

The response scores 9 marks for communication and content and 9 for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.
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The candidate has addressed all four bullet points in coherent and
logical manner. Only one small error (Koste) might interfere with the
comprehension of the piece by a sympathetic native speaker.
Therefore, the response is awarded 9 marks for communication and
content.

The response displays an excellent range of vocabulary and
grammatical structures (Ich liebe meine Zimmer, weil ich viel Platze
habe, aber manchmal ist es total unordentlich) and the secure use of
at least two tenses (weil wir ein lustiges Party gehabt haben/Auch
werden meine Kinder surfen learnen). There is strong evidence of
correct spelling, verb formation, gender and agreement but some
minor errors prevent the piece from gaining full marks. Therefore the
mark awarded for linguistic knowledge and accuracy is 9.

Having clear handwriting and spacing between paragraphs helps with
the legibility of the response.
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This response receives 9 marks for communication and content and 8 marks for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.
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The response covers all four bullet points in a logical sequence with
detailed description of the house and garden they inhabit. There is
occasional ambiguity (Lebenzimmer/Uhr) but these are aberrations in
an otherwise pertinent response. The candidate was placed into the
highest band for communication and content and given a mark of 9.

There is a good range of vocabulary and grammatical structures with
secure use of different tenses (Letzte woche war ich sehr müde/In der
Zukunft werde ich in die Schweiz wohnen). There is also significant
evidence of correct spelling, verb formation, gender and agreement.
The response is therefore placed in the second highest band for
linguistic knowledge and accuracy and awarded 8 marks.
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Question 8

This section tests candidates' ability to use their grammatical knowledge in context. The text
chosen this year is about a TV series called Bibi & Tina. Ten words need to be put into the
correct form in a particular sentence.

Candidates did well on this question with many scoring 7 marks or better. The most difficult
part was Q08(b) where very few candidates knew that the past participle of 'entscheiden' was
'entschieden'. The vowel change follows the same pattern as 'schreiben' and 'geschrieben' or
'bleiben' and 'geblieben' but very few candidates knew this. However, the rest of the section
was well handled by most.
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This response scores 9 marks.
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This is a typical response for a good candidate with all answers correct
bar Q08(b). They identified that a past participle is needed but did not
give the correct form.

Candidates should make sure that they work out what part of the verb
is needed in those sentences where a change of the verb form is
required.
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This candidate scores 9 marks.
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It is pleasing to see the candidate give the correct past participle for
Q08(b) but they did not identify the correct plural verb form of 'finden'
for Q08(g).

Candidates should make sure that they check which verb form is
required in a particular sentence.
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This response scores full marks.
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A perfect answer!
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Paper Summary

Teachers should emphasise to candidates the importance of reading the questions
carefully and reading through the whole section before attempting the questions. For Q04,
the literary text, only very short answers are required (often one word) and non-targeted
lifts from texts will not gain a mark.
For Q05, candidates should be discouraged from copying whole untargeted sections of the
text as this will generally not be rewarded with a mark. A number of responses can also be
given as one or two-word answers, certainly not more than a short sentence. Candidates
need to be aware that they might need to manipulate the subject pronoun in order to
answer the question. Answering a 'sie' question with a 'wir' answer will usually not gain a
mark.
For Q06, candidates are required to use all four bullet points in their answer in order to be
able to score the highest marks. They should also make sure that they use more than one
time frame in order to score 5 marks in the linguistic knowledge and accuracy section.
For Q07, candidates also have to address all four sections in order to be eligible for the
highest marks for communication and content. Examiners are looking for coherent and
purposeful responses that show an excellent ability to express ideas in a logical sequence.
Candidates are also encouraged to display an excellent range of vocabulary and
grammatical structures with a secure use of at least three tenses.
In Q08, candidates are able to show their grammatical knowledge and need to read the
sentences with the words in brackets carefully in order to produce the correct answer.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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