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IntroducƟon  

This is the examiner's report for the InternaƟonal GCSE (9-1) Sinhala paper in 2024. This will be the 

sixth analyƟcal report provided by the chief examiner regarding the examinaƟons, started from the 

year 2019. So therefore, this report is going to be very much like the previous one and totally 

different from its legacy reports before that. Teachers and students may find it useful to read 

exemplificaƟon of candidates' work, together with Ɵps and comments of the chief examiner for 

quesƟons 1-7. As menƟoned above, this is the fiŌh examinaƟon of the new specificaƟon introduced 

in 2017 and the sixth opportunity for candidates to sit for another paper alike they have already 

seen in 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023.  

The intenƟon of this report is to give a short entry to get an idea of the performance of the 

candidates who sat for the examinaƟon in 2024. This paper consists of three secƟons. i.e., SecƟon 

A: Reading Comprehension - 40 marks (40% A01), SecƟon B: WriƟng - 40 marks (40% A02) and 

SecƟon C: TranslaƟon - 20 marks (20% A03). SecƟon A consists of 4 quesƟons i.e., quesƟons 1, 2, 3 

and 4. SecƟon B consists of 2 quesƟons i.e., quesƟons 5 and 6 and SecƟon C consists of 1 quesƟon 

i.e., quesƟon 7. All these three secƟons are assessed through a 2 hours and 30 minutes examinaƟon. 

The total number of marks available is 100 for the paper. Every quesƟon in each secƟon has a link 

to any of the themes in the specificaƟon. 

 

SecƟon A – Reading Comprehension 

A01:  

QuesƟon 1 is a closed response test which is in another words is a gap fill or word drop quesƟon. It 

contains 6 marks. QuesƟon 2 is a mulƟple matching (three column mulƟple matching) quesƟon in 

which candidates read three texts (in three speech bubbles) by three different persons and respond 

to the statements below marking a cross in the grid provided. It contains 8 marks. QuesƟon 3 is a 

note taking (note compleƟon) quesƟon which is a text from a certain source such as a web page or 

a paper cuƫng. Candidates must fill the gaps appropriately in the statements given below. It 

contains 12 marks. QuesƟon 4 has two parts i.e., part 4(a) and part 4(b). Part 4(a) is an open 

response quesƟon which is a literary text that is an extract from a novel, short story, biography, etc. 

Candidates must write short answers correctly in the spaces given below the text. It contains 10 



marks all together. Part 4(b) is an extended wriƟng quesƟon based on the quesƟon 4(a) in which 

there is a dialogue between two people as the text. Candidates must summarize the opinions of 

each person. This quesƟon contains 4 marks i.e., 2 marks per each summary. The length of each test 

item is approximately given in the seƩer's guidelines. For example, word count of quesƟon 1 is in 

between 143 to 154 words. Similarly, the length of quesƟon 2 is between 176 to 182 words, quesƟon 

3 is between 187 to 193 words, quesƟon 4(a) is between 220 to 226 words and quesƟon 4(b) is 

between 269 to 275 words. The texts are carefully selected from different sources with a link to a 

certain topic in five themes in the specificaƟon. Total number of marks for the secƟon is 40. 

 

SecƟon B – wriƟng 

A02: 

These two quesƟons are wriƟng tasks that can either be narraƟve or descripƟve wriƟngs according 

to the task. QuesƟon 5 is comparaƟvely a shorter piece of guided wriƟng of about 85 words. There 

are four prompts provided in four boxes to support candidates to write on the given topic referring 

to past, present, and future events. The quesƟon contains 14 marks. QuesƟon 6 is a longer wriƟng 

task which is also a guided wriƟng. More formal wriƟng with register and style is expected to give a 

high mark. Candidates are supposed to write a long essay type of about 145 words. There are three 

opƟons i.e., opƟon 1(a), opƟon 2(b) and opƟon 3(c) given so that candidates can select one out of 

them to respond as they wished. The format of the quesƟon, for example, is to write a leƩer, an 

arƟcle, a report, a blog, an email, etc. Also needs to be referring to the past, present, and future 

events. This quesƟon contains 26 marks in total. Each opƟon has a link to a topic of the themes 

suggested in the specificaƟon. Total number of marks for the secƟon is 40. 

 

SecƟon C – TranslaƟon 

A03: 

This secƟon consists only one quesƟon that is the quesƟon 7 (last quesƟon of the paper). A 

paragraph of about 93 to 99 words in English language is provided as the test item. Candidates are 

expected to translate it into Sinhala language sensibly. The translaƟon is successful if a Sinhala 

speaker can understand the translaƟon without having understood the English text.  



Summary of the quesƟons in the paper  

 

SecƟon A – Reading Comprehension 

QuesƟon 1  

Candidates were asked to read a text about " An EducaƟonal Tour in Sri Lanka" a trip made by some 

internaƟonal students to Sri Lanka. The content was focused on helping a remote village in the 

country and visiƟng some important places of tourist aƩracƟon. Then the candidates were asked to 

choose the correct word for each statement from the box provided below the text. There were 12 

words and an example given in the box as usual. Candidates had to drop the correct leƩer (each 

leƩer represented a word/phrase) from the box into the answer grid against every statement. 

Majority of candidates had understood the rubrics and responded saƟsfactorily. A very few 

candidates had not understood the task correctly, may be, because they were less able to read 

Sinhala language or not knowing the type of the quesƟon set to test their reading ability. An average 

number of candidates were saƟsfactory. The most frequent correct answers given were 1(a) first, 

1(b) rural, 1(c) support, and (e) animals. Less able candidates had confused 1(d) temple, and 1(f) 

friends. Most able candidates had answered all most every quesƟon very well. The less able 

candidates had made common mistakes such as mixed answers with the wrong boxes. One or two 

candidates have wriƩen leƩers in the spaces in the statements rather than in the relevant boxes. 

The overall performance was up to the standard. 

 

QuesƟon 2 

Candidates were asked to read three speeches made by three students i.e Dhanushka, Himaya and 

Praneesha. They were talking about “The CommunicaƟon Methods,” such as magazines, television, 

radio, and social media. etc.  

Then there were six statements with an example in a grid below the reading passages for candidates 

to put a cross against each statement correctly. One statement i.e., D (Concerns about the cost.) did 

not match with any of the speakers. Statements E and F matched with one speaker each and A, B, 

and C, matched with two speakers respecƟvely. Candidates were then asked to put a cross in the 

right box against each statement under the name of the speaker. Most able candidates had 



responded the quesƟons very well as a whole. Less able candidates had made a few mistakes. Most 

candidates had successfully answered most of the statements in this quesƟon. Some candidates had 

marked crosses in too many boxes unnecessarily, thereby failing to score full marks for this quesƟon. 

And a very few had crossed against the example or the statement D, the mismatched one to lose 

marks.  

 

QuesƟon 3 

Candidates were asked to read a text about “A Young Wrestling Champion”, a text about a poor 

village girl succeeded in sports because of her hard work and support by her family and the trainer. 

Then candidates were asked to fill in the gaps correctly with appropriate informaƟon from the text 

in the statements given below. The most frequently correct answers given were (a) example, (d) 

welcome and is proud (h) Olympic and (i) new house. Several candidates had shown some success 

in answering to (c) Unite Kingdom (e) basic equipment and (f) supporƟng. Less successful candidates 

had not been able to answer to statements (b) technical superiority (g) training, nutriƟon and 

fulfilling her other needs. Some candidates had wriƩen anything with no sense, and a very few had 

not made any aƩempt to write anything as answers. Overall performance was saƟsfactory. 

 

QuesƟon 4(a) 

Candidates were given an amended literary text from a Sinhala novel named Asanaga Wesi by 

Shammi Wijesekera. The text was about “Mother’s Love”. Candidates were then asked to answer 

the quesƟons correctly in the spaces given below. The most frequently correct answers given were 

(i) Children start school (ii) They learn English and get used to boarding life (v) He is busy, or has two 

estates, or not at home so much or a chairperson to the associaƟon (vi) teaching or taught sewing 

and kniƫng. Less successful candidates had difficulƟes in answering quesƟons (iii) Sends her 

children to a religious school or pays money to the church (iv) teaching Sinhala and keep closer eye 

on her children and (vii) kindness. Some candidates had wriƩen anything with no sense at all while 

a very few had not made any aƩempt. Overall performance was saƟsfactory.  

 

 



QuesƟon 4(b) 

Candidates were asked to read the opinions of two speakers (Fowzi and Mala) talking about 

“TradiƟons and communiƟes.” And then asked to summarise the two views in the spaces given 

below. Most candidates had given reasonably good summaries to both speakers. Many had failed 

to summarize the first bullet point of the first speaker while a very few had not been able to give a 

brief to the second either. Some had used extra sheets to provide their summaries where either 

they had made a mistake in their first trail or not being able to manage with the space provided. 

The least able candidates had not aƩempted to answer the quesƟon while some had just copied a 

line or two from the original text or had wriƩen senseless lines of words in the spaces. 

 

SecƟon B – wriƟng 

QuesƟon 5 

Candidates were asked to write a short account of about “School Life”. There were four prompts 

provided to guide candidates to write a full account referring to the past, present, and future 

Ɵmelines. The four prompts provided to guide candidates were "Things you like most at school”, 

"Daily acƟviƟes in your school", " Last few days you spent in your school" and "Changes that 

students would like to see". The first and the second prompts referred to the present tense, the 

third to the past and the fourth prompt referred to the future. Most candidates had wriƩen 

reasonably good answers to get a considerable score. Most answers proved to be candidates' 

personal experiences as usual in many years that they had chosen their own school experience. 

Most able candidates had understood the instrucƟons as given and wriƩen a well organised pieces 

of wriƟngs about their school life, but less able candidates had not understood the task properly. 

Those less able candidates had not answered the quesƟon as intended i.e., they had wriƩen what 

feel as they know about their schools. A very few candidates had not made any aƩempt to write 

anything while some had wriƩen something at least to get a mark or two. Some had wriƩen a 

lengthy answer but missed some prompts not being able to earn full marks. The average 

performance was saƟsfactory.  

 

 



QuesƟon 6 

Candidates were asked to write opƟon (a) a newspaper arcƟcle, (b) a leƩer and (c) an email. 

Frequently answered opƟon was opƟon (a). ' Write a newspaper arƟcle to be published in a naƟonal 

news magazine explaining the importance of protecƟng wildlife in Sri Lanka.’. A considerable 

number of candidates had also equally chosen the opƟon (b) “Write a leƩer to your cousin who 

wants to visit your city giving them direcƟons to find some important places and opƟon (c) Write an 

email to a friend about joining a aŌer-school club.” The most able candidates had performed very 

well covering all three bullet points in each opƟon. Less able candidates had wriƩen their entries 

fairly in general as they had felt the topic that they had chosen to write. A few had no idea of what 

they were supposed to do, may be, since they had a liƩle knowledge about the format of an essay 

wriƟng or less ability to handle the language in its style or register. Some candidates had crossed a 

certain opƟon and answered the to another, may be by mistake or not knowing the rubrics correctly, 

so didn’t penalise.  

 

QuesƟon 7 

The passage given (in English language) was “Handling Money” Most candidates had translated 

the arƟcle into Sinhala to secure a reasonable mark. An average number of candidates had roughly 

translated it as they had understood the text. Some candidates had not translated some 

words/phrases such as Central Bank, authority, issue, currency, sensibly, in circulaƟon, wallet, 

folding or crushing, dirty, container, good image out of fashion into Sinhala. Many candidates had 

mistaken Central Bank with People’s bank and sensibly with carefully. Some had no clear idea of 

what the sentence “Nowadays, paying with notes is out of fashion and the society has become 

cashless.” means. They had misunderstood it as the society has become moneyless. The overall 

performance is saƟsfactory.  

 

 

 

 



Summary and advice to centres 

Marks lost in this examinaƟon are most typified by answers provided in the following quesƟons.  

 

SecƟon A 

Qs 1, 2, 3 4a and 4b.  

These quesƟons tested candidates understanding of key vocabulary items listed in the specificaƟon 

for foundaƟon level. Candidates should be aware these are the items that will be tested. 

 

Tips 

Q 1 

The topic “An EducaƟonal Tour in Sri Lanka” is common topic in Sri Lanka and there are a lot of 

informaƟon available in magazines and websites. Advise candidates to read the rubrics in Sinhala 

carefully before they start to answer the quesƟon. For example: Fill in the blanks; write the correct 

leƩer in the box. Advise candidates to use the reading Ɵme available and select the correct leƩer 

from the box to fit properly in the blanks. Emphasise them write the "leƩers" in the appropriate 

boxes instead of wriƟng the words in the spaces.  

 

Tips 

Q 2 

The quesƟon Ɵtled “CommunicaƟon methods” is again a well-known area the candidates should 

have been taught. A child of this age should have read about the different types of communicaƟon 

methods such as print and audio/visual. Advise candidates to read the rubrics carefully before they 

start to answer the quesƟon. For example: Some of the sentences or people might have more than 

one cross or none. Advise candidates to use the reading Ɵme available to think about the quesƟon 

Ɵtle and the key words they are likely to hear. Candidates someƟmes crossed too many boxes in the 

grids. Advise candidates to check the number of marks available for each quesƟon. These are noted 

at the boƩom of each quesƟon set. For example: (Total for QuesƟon 2 = 8 marks) Therefore, there 



should be maximum of eight crosses marked. Crossing too much means they are not aware of the 

way they should have answered the quesƟon. Let the candidates know that too many crosses will 

not give them a chance to get more marks by chance whereas they may lose the marks by marking 

too many crosses. Also, tell them to be exact to mark the correct number of crosses in the grid. 

Candidates should have marked both the crosses to get full marks where two answers are expected.   

 

Qs 3, 4(a) and 4(b)  

These quesƟons asked candidates to briefly respond to quesƟons asked in Sinhala. The quesƟons 

Ɵtled “Our Young Wrestling Champion”, and Mother’s Love” are reading passages. Advise 

candidates to read (skim or scan) the texts carefully and write correct phrases in the gaps to fit the 

quesƟons asked. Short answers only are required therefore, no full sentences are expected to write 

in the spaces given. Too much informaƟon provided can someƟmes negate the correct response. 

Q4(b) which is also a reading test but is a summary wriƟng quesƟon. Advise candidates to read the 

views of the speakers and brief their opinions (the gist of the ideas) in the space provided as guided. 

One line is provided for each answer. Tell them not to pick the lines from the text to write the 

answers. Some not being able to manage the space given usually go for extra papers so that ePen 

system cannot be used to mark the papers. So, encourage candidates to use the maximum use of 

the spaces provided for each answer. 

 

SecƟon B 

Qs 5 and 6.  

These quesƟons asked candidates to write essays about the given topics in Sinhala. 

 

Tips 

Advise candidates to follow the bullet points as guidelines to write compressively a full account to 

get full marks. For example, in Q5 School life – Things you like most at school”, "Daily acƟviƟes in 

your school", " Last few days you spent in your school and "Changes that students would like to 

see". These suggesƟons direct students to give a brief introducƟon to the topic and three Ɵmelines 



that they should use in their piece of wriƟng. Advise candidates to use style (register of language 

appropriately) and to check grammar and spelling. Advice candidates to read the prompts carefully 

before they start wriƟng their essays. The adverbial phrases of Ɵme someƟmes can suggest the 

tense that they should use to write a paragraph for that prompt. They can showcase their wriƟng 

ability by doing so.  

Some candidates had selected one opƟon from Q6 but answered to another by making mistake such 

as crossed 6(a) and answered 6(b) or 6(c). Many had not met the basic requirement to get full marks 

because of either not being able to cover all three bullet points or not being able to show the ability 

to use past and future tenses correctly as the quesƟon intended to use. Some had wriƩen very long 

yet others had very short answers. Advice candidates to see the number of words required in the 

instrucƟons. And ask them to use a formal language to suite the task rather than using the day-to-

day spoken language.  For example, Q6 opƟon (a) the command word/phrase was to 'write a 

newspaper arƟcle'. therefore, candidates should use the proper wriƩen Sinhala rather than spoken 

Sinhala. Most candidates had used simple spoken language as they generally speak in Sinhala rather 

than using the standard wriƩen language as expected in the guidelines. Most of the Ɵmes 

candidates had used end verbs in the spoken form of the language. Many had failed to concord the 

subject and verb agreement either. 

N:B: it seems to be most candidates answer the opƟon 6a rather than the other two in quesƟon 6, 

may be the reason why that there is a visual aid to that wriƩen task whereas the rest don do. That 

should be considered as a plus point from the point of view of the candidates to use that chance to 

uƟlise in their answers. at the same Ɵme the teachers should raise concerns of the other two as 

well.    

 

SecƟon C 

Q7  

This is the only quesƟon candidates get to translate into Sinhala. Advise candidates to be aware of 

the Sinhala equivalents for English words. Advise candidates to carefully read the English text, 

sentence by sentence or meaningful chunk by chunk carefully. Also advise candidates to translate 

the text using a separate sheet of paper first and then make amends to it before they write the 



correct Sinhala text in the exam paper. They needn’t write word to word translaƟon but a 

meaningful piece of Sinhala wriƟng translaƟng all the English words in the text given.   

Tips 

Advise candidates to take one English phrase/clause/sentence separately and translate it into 

Sinhala first and then rewrite all of them as a meaningful passage with correct sequence marks to 

make the translaƟon a proper Sinhala version of the given English text rather than translaƟng word 

to word as in the English text. The marks given to correct number of phrases wriƩen so missing 

words/phrases may affect to reduce the number of marks available.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London, WC2R 0RL, United Kingdom 


