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Introduction

This was the fourth Summer series Physics examination for the International GCSE Single
Award Science qualification. Questions were set to assess candidates knowledge,
understanding and application of Physics from all eight topics in the specification. This year,
candidates were provided with a full formulae sheet for the examination, which removed the
requirement to recall any of the formulae.

The examination was written to assess across the full range of grades from 1 to 9.
Consequently, some questions were written to be challenging whilst others were designed to
be more straightforward and accessible. A range of different question types were included in
the examination such as objective and multiple choice, calculations and both short and long
written responses. Approximately 20% of the marks available in the examination were for
candidates' demonstration of experimental skills and understanding.

Successful candidates were well-acquainted with the content of the specification and could
recall facts whilst applying their understanding to new and complex situations. They were
competent in performing quantitative work and could rearrange formulae to obtain the
correct answer. Successful candidates also showed evidence of undertaking all the required
practicals themselves and could produce detailed, coherent methods whilst recalling the
relevant results of these experiments.

Less successful candidates showed gaps in their knowledge of topics and either had limited
experience or could not recall information from the required practical tasks. These
candidates often did not address the demands of the question and overlooked the
importance of the command words being used.
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Question 1 (b)(ii)

Only a third of all candidates were able to answer this question correctly. Most candidates
read the value of velocity from the y-axis and gave an answer of 8.0, which showed they did
not understand that the acceleration was linked to the gradient of the graph.
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Question 1 (b)(iii)

Most candidates did not recall that the distance travelled should be determined from the
area under the graph. Most candidates opted to use the speed = distance / time formula,
which usually resulted in an answer of 16m, which did not score any marks. More able
candidates understood they needed to calculate the area of a triangle and obtained correct
answers. However, a small number of candidates lost marks due to reading data from the
graph incorrectly.

This response scored 1 mark. The use of a factor of a half was deemed
sufficient to show that the candidate was calculating the area of a
triangle. The use of incorrect data prevented further marks from being
awarded.
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This response scored 3 marks. The working is clearly laid out and the
final answer is correct.

Candidates should know how to use velocity-time graphs to determine
acceleration and distance travelled.
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Question 2 (a)

Q02(a)(i) was more commonly correct that Q02(a)(ii) and more than half of all candidates
scored 3 marks for this. However, a common error was dividing the values of 21 and 0.34,
which showed an inability to rearrange formulae. Some candidates thought there needed to
be a subtraction of values rather than addition in Q02(a)(ii), which was possibly due to
mistaking braking distance for stopping distance.

This candidate has made a mistake in calculating the thinking distance
and received no marks. However, they have added their thinking
distance to the braking distance and so received 2 marks in Q02(a)(ii).
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This response is completely correct for full marks.
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Question 2 (b)

Most candidates wrote the correct formula in Q02(b)(i) due to the inclusion of the full
formulae booklet. It was very encouraging to see most candidates also achieve the correct
answer in the subsequent calculation, especially since it required rearrangement of the given
formula. Those candidates who lost marks usually rearranged the formula incorrectly or,
unnecessarily converted kilograms to grams.

This candidate has the correct answer for Q02(b)(ii), but the equation
triangle shown in Q02(b)(i) did not score any marks. Candidates are
expected to write a full formula in these questions, however they can
use correct symbols instead of words if they prefer.

Equation triangles will not be accepted as a valid representation of a
formula.
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Question 3 (a)

The majority of candidates had a strong recall for the correct symbols in this question and
the ammeter was particular well located in the circuit. However, the voltmeter position was
less accurate, sometimes appearing in series.

This candidate has misinterpreted the question and only included one
meter in the circuit. However, the voltmeter is appropriately positioned
and so 1 mark was awarded.
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This response scored 2 marks. The circuit symbols for both meters are
correct and the ammeter is appropriately positioned. However the
voltmeter being drawn in series with the resistor is incorrect.
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A fully correct answer that was awarded full marks.
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Question 3 (b)

Most candidates scored at least 3 marks overall in these questions, but most lost a mark for
not converting the current from mA to A in Q03(b)(ii). Weaker candidates experienced
difficulties rearranging the formula. However, almost all candidates scored the mark in
Q03(b)(i) for extracting the correct formula from the formulae booklet.

This candidate only scored 2 marks in Q03(b)(ii) as they have not
converted mA to A.

Candidates are expected to know how to convert to standard units
when completing calculations and to be familiar with the prefix
milli, m.
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A fully correct answer that was awarded full marks. This time, the
candidate has correctly converted the current from mA to A before
attempting the calculation.
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Question 4 (a)

This question was poorly answered by most candidates. Many candidates put answers such
as nuclear reactors, x-rays, medical treatments, tracers and light emitters and all of these
were not credited.
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Question 4 (b)

Most candidates scored at least 1 mark in this question. The most common marks awarded
were for killing/damaging/mutating cells and cancer. Some candidates answered with the
burns marking points and even fewer mentioned radiation poisoning. There were very few
misconceptions displayed when answering this question.
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Question 4 (c)

The most common marks awarded in this question were for candidates demonstrating their
understanding of what the three types of radiation were stopped by. A relatively common
misconception was that alpha could travel through paper, beta could travel through
aluminium and gamma could travel through lead. Few candidates discussed relevant
experimental details such as measuring count rates and background radiation or the names
of relevant measuring equipment. However, when these were mentioned, it usually indicated
a candidate that was working beyond Grade 7.
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This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has shown valid
physics knowledge but has failed to link this to a valid description of an
experimental method. It is worth noting that the diagram in this
response is good enough on its own to award 3 marks.

Candidates should take advantage of the opportunity to include
diagrams with their responses. Usually, marks can be awarded for
these in addition (or instead of) what is included in the written part of
their response.
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An excellent response that was awarded full marks. Fully workable
methods, such as this one, were usually indicative of a candidate
working at about Grade 7.
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Question 5 (a)

Most candidates referred to collisions, but some responses did not make it clear that these
collisions were between the molecules and the walls of the balloon. Consequently, more than
half of all candidates failed to score in this question. Better responses usually scored the first
marking point, but only candidates working above Grade 7 could make links between the
collisions and the pressure.

This response shows some misconceptions but is clear enough that
the molecules collide with the balloon. Therefore, 1 mark was
awarded.
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An excellent, concise response that was awarded full marks.
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Question 5 (b)(i)

The distribution of marks in this question was exceptionally similar to that of Q05(a). The link
between the temperature change and the speed/KE of the particles was very strong and the
most common mark awarded. Again, only candidates working beyond Grade 7 gained the
second and third marking points. However, some candidates did not make it clear that the
rate of collisions decreased.

This response scored 1 mark for the clear link between the change in
temperature and the kinetic energy of the molecules. No further
marking points are seen.
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An excellent response, typical of a candidate working at Grade 9. This
response scored full marks.
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Question 5 (b)(ii)-(iii)

There were few issues with selecting the correct formula in Q05(b)(ii). However, some
candidates had difficulties with the use of the formula in Q05(b)(iii), most usually rearranging
it. Some candidates mistook the units of m2 and did 112 in the calculation.
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Question 6 (a)

It was surprising to see that few candidates knew the name of the process that releases
energy from hydrogen in stars. Alongside obviously incorrect answers, many candidates gave
answers of fission. In addition, the answer of fusion was also not allowed due to its confusion
with fission.
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Question 6 (b)

This question was answered to a good standard by those candidates who had been taught or
revised this part of the specification. However, more than half of all candidates scored no
marks for either no response or a collection of irrelevant statements about the evolution.
Those candidates who did score marks could articulate the main stages. Where candidates
lost marks, it was usually for mentioning parts of the evolution of higher mass stars and
therefore many candidates lost one mark due to this.

This response scored 2 marks for the mention of the red giant (in the
correct order) and white dwarf stages.
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This response scored 3 marks. Despite enough stages being included
to score full marks, the inclusion of incorrect stages limited the
maximum mark that could be awarded.

Candidates should read questions carefully to ensure their answers
are focused and do not include irrelevant physics that may detract
from their answer.
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This concise answer includes all the relevant stages of evolution and
was awarded 4 marks.
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Question 6 (c)

Candidates found this question very challenging. Many candidates discussed collecting data
only from the Sun, rather than for a range of different stars. The idea of verifying a formula
through the calculation of a consistent constant appeared to be an unknown concept for
most candidates.

This response scored 2 marks. The candidate clearly states to use the
formula for more than one star and then to compare the constants
calculated.
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Question 7 (a)

Candidates found Q07(a)(i) surprisingly challenging despite the correct formula being given in
the question itself. Many candidates did not use any value for g in their calculation and
simply multiplied the mass and height change together to get an answer of 119.7, which was
awarded no marks. Some candidates thought that the units of mass needed to be changed
from kilograms to grams and these candidates lost a mark. The link between kinetic energy
and gravitational potential energy eluded most candidates in Q07(a)(ii) and most thought an
additional calculation was needed.

This response scored full marks. The candidate has shown their
working clearly and arrived at the correct answers for both parts of the
question.
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Question 7 (b)

Most candidates did not know how to calculate the air resistance in this question. The
statement that air resistance is equal to weight and the required link to the formula for
weight seemed to be a step too far for most candidates.

33 Int GCSE Single Science 4SS0 1P



Question 7 (c)

Candidates found this closed response style question surprisingly challenging. Approximately
a third of all candidates scored marks of 0, 1 and 2, but a score of 3 marks was rarely seen.
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Question 8 (a)

Candidates' answers varied in this question but almost half of all candidates were able to
score at least one mark, usually for two magnets with opposite poles facing. Some
candidates gave incorrect methods, possibly due to trying to incorporate the full equipment
list into the answer – references to magnets being connected to power supplies were
frequent.

This response scored 2 marks. The diagram clearly shows two magnets
with opposite poles facing for the first mark. The idea of the magnets
being close together is expressed in the written part of the response.
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Question 8 (b)(i)

A mixture of arrows, quite often along the wire, were seen in this question. However, this
may have been just an annotation to help them work out the answer. Those candidates who
drew arrows that weren’t along the wire were generally clearly aware of some force up or
down, and approximately a quarter of all candidates correctly chose an upwards force.
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Question 8 (b)(ii)

Candidates found this question very challenging and most responses yielded no marks.
Some candidates communicated the idea of the wire having its own magnetic field (often
expressed as an electromagnetic field), but the idea of this interacting with the other
magnetic field was only communicated by the most able candidates.

This response scored 2 marks. Both marking points are clearly seen in
this well-expressed answer.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

Take note of the number of marks given for each question and use this as a guide as to
the amount of detail expected in the answer.
Take note of the command word used in each question to determine how the examiner
expects the question to be answered, for example, whether to give a description or an
explanation.
Be able to rearrange the formulae listed in the specification.
Know the SI units for physical quantities and be able to convert from non-SI units to SI
units when required.
Show all working, so that some credit can still be given for answers that are only partly
correct.
Take advantage of opportunities to draw labelled diagrams as well as, or instead of,
written answers.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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