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Introduction

This is the second year of a full examination series for the International GCSE 9-1 in Religious
Studies.

Paper 1, which is the subject of this report, carries 60% of the contributory marks for the
qualification. The weighting places slightly more emphasis on the more philosophical and
ethical perspectives. Candidates can choose to write on one or more religions and are also
required to consider non-religious views. For each topic centres can choose to teach only
from the basis of one religion or cover a range of perspectives from more than one faith.

There are four key topic areas:

1. The Universe, Creation and the Place of Human Beings.

2. Life and Death.

3. Peace and Conflict.

4. Rights, Equality and Social Justice.

Candidates in Paper 1 retain the ability to choose one of two questions for each area of
study.
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Question 1 (a)

Almost three quarters of the candidates chose Question 1 in preference to question 2.

This question concerns the nature of human beings. It was rated a difficulty of easy and this
was relected in the mean mark of 2/3. The most common mark was 3.

More able candidates had few difficulties suggesting inate characteristics of human beings,
many suggested attributes such as selfish or kind. Those who struggled suggested other
aspects of humanity such as reproduction.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who failed to suggest 3 valid
beliefs.

This response was awarded 1 mark for one valid belief.

Having free will (1).

Having freedom of speech and an absence of crime are voluntary
actions rather than born of human nature.

Stick to the point.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 3 marks for 3 valid beliefs.
Greedy (1)
Selfish (1)
Cares for other people (1).

Single words are fine.
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Question 1 (b)

This question was focussed on the various attitudes towards the existence of free-will. It was
rated as easy in difficulty and had a mean score of 3/4. A significant majority of candidates
gained full marks.

The question required candidates to provide 2 contrasting beliefs about free will. Most
candidates offered one reason to support the idea that we have free will and a second
reason to suggest we do not. Since the question asked for attitudes credit was given if the
candidate gave a simple attitude, a second mark was awarded if this was developed. There
was no requirement for these to come from a religious perspective.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks by
using Christian views.
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This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed attitudes.

God predestines the nature of human beings to be either elect
(good) or reprobate (bad) (1). This shows humans do not have free
will (1).
Since God is omnibenevolent he gives us free will (1), as it is the
loving thing to do (1).

In the first paragraph the attitude is given after the explanation so it
remains a developed attitude.

Development is key.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed beliefs.
Humans have free will (1). Even though God knows everything he
does not effect our free will (1).
Humans have no free will (1). Our fate is decided by God (1).

Give what you are asked for, an attitude.
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Question 1 (c)

This question considers the religious responsibility to care for the planet from the
perspective of why religious people believe this is their duty. This was judged to be a
moderately difficult question with a mean of 4/6 and a most common mark of 6.

Stronger candidates were focused on why religious people believe this, candidates who
struggled with the question tended to explain what religious people believe. Since the
question states 'Choose one religion' candidates are expected to give the views of a single
religion. Those who do not give a response linked to a specific religion cannot gain more than
3 marks.

Unlike (a) questions and (b) questions, which are point marked, both (c) questions and )d)
questions are marked with a Levels based markscheme. The levels based markscheme
requires examiners to consider the use, understanding and explanation of religious beliefs
and values.
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This response was included as an example of a Level 1 response.

The candidate considered Christian views.

This response gained level 1, 2 marks.

The candidate gave a limited account of the creation from a Christian
perspective. The explanation was satisfactory but undeveloped. The
candidate concludes by suggesting that by looking after it it shows love
and appreciation of God's work.

(c) questions deserve development.
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This response was included as an example of a Level 2 response.

The candidate considered Muslim views.

11 Int GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



This response was awarded Level 2, 5 marks.

The candidate offers a much more sophisticated approach to the
question, avoiding the simplistic approach of describing the creation
story. Choosing instead to explain what makes the world special and
worthy of care. They include ideas of Muslims as Khalifahs and the
significance of fulfilling Allah's wishes on the outcome of judgement
day. By comparison to the previous response it uses a significantly
wider range of religious themes, using language appropriately and with
understanding. The ideas are developed leading to a comprehensive
explanation of Muslim views and their significance to Muslims in how
they treat the planet and its resources.

Breadth and depth.
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Question 1 (d)

This question is linked to the idea of God as the cause of the world and the competing claims
of scientific theories on the origin of the universe. Candidates are required to refer to at least
one religion in the response.

It was judged to be a moderately difficult question and had a mean mark of 6/12 with 6 as
the most common mark. Candidates were familiar with the material they needed to answer
the question and this may have contributed to the fact that this question garnered responses
from almost three quarters of the candidates.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a mid-range Level 2 candidate.

The candidate demonstrated some understanding of the issues raised by the question and
responded with a narrow range of relevant material from a Christian perspective.
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This response was awarded level 2, 5 marks.

The candidate offers developed reasoning on both sides of the debate,
though some of this is irrelevant. The candidate showed limited
understanding of the alternative view since little effort is made to
demonstrate that science can explain the world we live in. The overall
mark is limited by a lack of evaluation of the quality of the arguments
offered, most notably in the absence of any form of conclusion.

Evaluations need conclusions.

15 Int GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



This response was included to illustrate the work of a Level 3 candidate.

The candidate gives a much more spirited defence of the need for God in daily life as creator,
provider, sustainer and ultimately judge, arguing that the existence of an afterlife makes
sense of the inherent unfairness of life on earth. Non-religious views are included by
consideration of the paranormal as something science cannot explain. In order to
demonstrate the alternative view the candidate uses non-religious ideas such as the absence
of proof and therefore the only logical approach is to explain the world using science.
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The candidate was awarded Level 3, 7 marks.

The candidate demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and
belief as it relates to this topic. There is evidence of a chain of
reasoning in the disagree perspective though the alternative view is
weaker. However there is no attempt to make judgements of the
quality of the arguments offered, this is required for further marks at
Level 3. The response also suffers from the lack of a conclusion other
than the first statement in the response 'I disagree with the above
statement' and this again limits the marks that can be awarded. Such
judgement and appraisal are also required at Level 2 so improvement
in this area could have improved the candidates overall mark.

Judge the quality of the arguments as you go.
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Question 2 (a)

This question required the candidate to provide 3 examples of natural evil.

The question was judged to be easy with a mean mark of 2/3 and almost 7 in 10 candidates
gaining full marks. Whilst most gained full marks almost a quarter gained 0 marks,
suggesting a candidate either knew the answer and found it very straightforward, or had no
idea. There were occasional examples of responses that confused natural evil with moral evil,
these incorrectly suggested answers such as murder and theft.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 3 marks for 3 valid examples.
Earthquakes (1)
Tornado (1)
Tsunami (1)

One word responses work.

20Int GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



Question 2 (b)

This question focused on the existence of an ultimate reality and its significance to non-
religious people.

This question was judged to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 2/4 and a mode
of 4. In common with many questions focused on non-religious views this proved quite
difficult for some candidates. Many resorted to suggesting the non-religious people actually
believe in a higher power, implying they aren't really non-religious. As a result almost one
fifth of all candidates gained 0 marks either because they did not answer the question or did
not suggest a credit worthy attitude.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed attitudes.
There is no ultimate reality (1), there is no empirical evidence to
prove it (1).
Others might believe in an ultimate reality (1), near death
experiences are proof to show this (1).

Stick to the point.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who failed to develop a
simple attitude.

This response was awarded 1 mark for one simple attitude.
Ultimate reality does not exist for most non-religious people (1).

Explain why.
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Question 2 (c)

This question considers what those of a specified religion believe about sin.

This question was judged to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 4/6, the most
common mark was 4.

Throughout the paper the most common religion was Christianity, by a significant margin.
Responses featuring Muslim or Jewish views also featured prominently with fewer candidates
answering from the other available religions.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate working at the top of
Level 1.
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This response was awarded Level 1, 3 marks.

The candidate offers an accurate, but basic, account of what sin is and
what different groups within Christianity believe about sin. The use of
religious terms and the explanation of the beliefs and values is
satisfactory but lacks the depth and breadth required for Level 2.

Think round the topic.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at the bottom of Level 2.
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This response was awarded Level 2, 4 marks.

This is a much fuller consideration of what sin is, it's origins and effects
and is the basis for an excellent account of Christian beliefs about sin.
However, all too often the candidate makes a simple statement, for
example, 'Christians are taught to refrain from sin' with no attempt to
strengthen the response by developing it. The development, showing
the consequences of sin, occurs much later in the response,
Nevertheless the presence of development elevates this response to
Level 2. The explanations lack the comprehensive aspect required to
achieve the higher marks.

Aim for a comprehensive account.
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Question 2 (d)

This question concerned the topic of predestination, spcifically why, if everything is
predestined, people should aim to live a good life.

It was rated at moderate difficulty with a mean of 5/12, with the most common mark of 5/12.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at level 1.

The candidate was awarded Level 1, 1 mark.

The candidate showed isolated elements of religion and belief by
stating 'There is no point because fate has already decided your path,
you are not in control.' The candidate made no attempt to suggest who
or what may determine this fate.

Give an alternative view.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at level 2.
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This response was awarded level 2, 4 marks.

The candidate gives simply developed arguments on both sides of the
debate. In agreement with the statement the candidate suggests that if
God has already decided what is going to happen after death,
developed by the idea that this may lead to bad behaviour, then there
is no point in trying to live a good life. To disagree the candidate
considers Christian views, namely that what happens after death
depends on God's judgement. What you do on earth determines if you
go to heaven or hell.

The non-religious beliefs that the candidate included were not linked
back to behaviour on earth so did not add to the response.

This response showed limited understanding of religion and belief in
keeping with a Level 2 response. However the candidate made no
attempt to judge the quality of the arguments offered and did not offer
even the simplest of conclusions, limiting the response to 4 marks.

Make a decision.
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Question 3 (a)

More than 8 in every 10 candidates attempted Question 3.

This question focused on why some people choose not to have children.

This was judged to be an easy question with a mean mark close to 3 with a most common
mark of 3. Very few candidates failed to gain marks in this question.

The most commonly mentioned reasons included the financial burden, a risk to the health of
the mother and a desire to pursue careers rather than family. Some candidates referenced
those who remain celibate for religious reasons and the risk of passing on an inherited
disease. Of those who did not achieve full marks the most common problem was they
referenced infertilty, infertility is not a choice and therefore could not be credited.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who failed to suggest 3 valid
reasons.

This response was awarded 2 marks for 2 valid reasons.
For financial reasons (1).
They would rather work and travel (1).

Read the question carefully.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 3 marks for 3 valid reasons.
Homosexual people cannot have children from both partners so
they don't want to have children (1).
The woman may not want to stunt her job and miss out on
opportunities due to maternity leave (1).
They may be infertile and not believe in infertility treatment or it
may be too expensive (1).

Explanations not required.
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Question 3 (b)

This question concerned religious attitudes to divorce.

It was rated as an easy question with a mean mark of 3/4 and a most common mark of 4.

As the question required a religious perspective many candidates suggested that religious
people disagree with divorce and don't allow it and they disagree but accept it. Less able
candidates often gave two aspects of the same attitude which could only gain marks as a
single attitude.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who failed to suggest 2
attitudes to divorce.

This response was awarded 2 marks for 1 developed attitude.

Divorce isn't promoted (1). The couple should settle their problems
by talking (1).

The candidate then went on to give further explanation of why divorce
is not promoted.

Attitudes, like reasons, should be distinctly different.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed attitudes.
Catholics are strongly against divorce (1). Catholic Christians are not
allowed to get a divorce (1).
The Church of England are also against divorce but will allow it in
certain situations (1), where it would be kinder to allow a divorce
than to force people to stay together (1).

Develop the attitude.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 4 marks as 2 developed attitudes.
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Question 3 (c)

This question focused on why religious people believe in life after death.

Candidates could approach this generically from the perspective of multiple religions or
focus the response on the beliefs of those of a single faith.

The question was judged to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 4/6 and the most
common mark being 4.

Weaker candidates tended to focus on what religious people believe, rather than why they
have those beliefs.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 1.

This response was awarded Level 1, 1 mark.

The candidate gave an isolated example showing knowledge of religion
and belief namely the idea that they believe it because it says it in their
holy books.

How else do they know?
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 2. Approximately
one candidate in ten achieved full marks for this (c) question.
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This response was awarded Level 2, 6 marks.

The candidate used religious terms appropriately and with
understanding of how they impact belief in life after death. The
explanation of the beliefs is comprehensive and this is extended to
consider how the beliefs are impacted by Church doctrine.

Think round the topic for breadth.
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Question 3 (d)

This question concerned the ethical perspectives on the thorny issue of abortion.

This question was judged to be of moderate difficulty. The mean mark achieved by
candidates was 6/12 and the most common mark was 6.

Candidates tended to approach this by considering issues presented by abortion such as the
sanctity of life and contrasting that with the health and wishes of a perspective mother.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at the top of Level 2.
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This response was awarded Level 2, 6 marks.

The candidate states a personal opinion clearly at the beginning of the
response and goes on to give an impassioned account of the Muslim
view that abortion is wrong. This is contrasted by a series of arguments
that might be made in favour of the statement such as the impact on
the life of the mother and the wider family. Other than the clearly
stated personal opinion there is no attempt to judge the quality of the
arguments or reach a conclusion that assesses whether abortion
should ever be allowed.

There are aspects of Level 3 performance in the quality of the chains of
reasoning offered to oppose the statement. These are offset by the
lack of appraisal. The best fit mark for this response was judged to
be 6.

What makes you hold this opinion?
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 3.
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This response was awarded Level 3, 7 marks.

The candidate offers strong, developed reasons for both sides of the
argument. There are clear chains of reasoning demonstrating both
why abortion may be the most loving thing to do in some situations,
but also why it can be seen as the opposite of loving, and a sin
breaking one of the Ten Commandments. Whilst there is no attempt to
judge the relative quality of these contrasting views in the body of the
response the candidate does offer a conclusion justifying the decision
on the basis of the over-riding importance of agape love and empathy.

Judgement, judgement, judgement!
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Question 4 (a)

This question considers the ways in which religious people may react to problems in a
marriage.

This was judged to be an easy question with a mean of 2/3, the most common response
was 3.

Few candidates had problems with this question. Question 4 had the fewest responses on
the paper due to the popularity of question 3. Of those candidates who attempted this
question many considered the benefits of prayer and speaking to a religious elder to help
resolve the problems. Less overtly religious ways were also credited such as going to
marriage counselling.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 3 marks for 3 valid ways.
Divorce (1)
Counselling (1)
Speaking with a Rabbi (1).

Brief and to the point.
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Question 4 (b)

This question considered religious beliefs about the role of women in a family.

It was judged to be an easy question with a mean mark of 3/4, the most common mark
was 4.

Few candidates had difficulty with this question with most offering a more traditional
religious view of the woman as wife and mother contrasted with a more modern view of
equality in a marriage.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who failed to suggest 2
developed beliefs.

This response was awarded 3 marks for one developed and one simple
belief.

A woman's role in a family is to have children (1). In Judaism God
tells us to 'be fruitful and multiply.' (1)
Another belief is that they should stay at home and look after the
house and children (1).

The role of the man in this arrangement was not credited.

48Int GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



Stick to the role mentioned.

This response was included as an example of a candidate who gave 2 simple reasons.

This response was awarded 2 marks as 2 simple reasons.
A role is to prepare the Shabbat dinner (1).
Another role is to look after the children (1).

What do they involve for the woman?
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Question 4 (c)

This question focuses on non-religious views about the meaning and purpose of life.

It was judged to be of moderate difficulty making it by far the most challenging (b) question
on the paper with a mean mark of 3/4 though the most common mark remained at 4.

This reflects a common theme across the paper were candidates struggle to add depth to
responses concerning non-religious views.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 1.
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This response was awarded Level 1, 3 marks.

The candidate in essence gives three simple ideas that a non-religious
person may hold about the meaning and purpose of life. These are
undeveloped, rooting it in level 1.

Enjoy it.
Start a family.
Succeed.

Simple ideas cannot access Level 2.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 2.
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This response was awarded Level 2, 5 marks.

The candidate considered the question by considering the hypothesis
of three philosophical views, those of Plato, Bentham and Humanists.
These were well developed leading to the award of a high Level 3 mark.

Good use of philosophers' work.
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Question 4 (d)

This question considers the issue of whether religious people should use contraception.

The question was considered as of moderate difficulty with a mean of 5/12, the most
common response gained 6 marks.

Happily fewer candidates confused contraception with abortion by comparison to 2019.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 1.
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This was awarded Level 1, 2 marks.

The candidate responds from a Christian perspective which is entirely
opposed to contraception in any circumstances. They offer a limited
number of relevant beliefs and values. These include the idea that it is
considered sinful, even in marriage, as God wants Christians to fill the
world. These ideas are not developed or explained. The candidate fails
to offer an alternative view leading to the award of Level 1.

Beware of repetition.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 2.
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This response was awarded level 2, 6 marks.

The candidate considers the agree side of the debate well, giving a well
developed chain of reasoning linking a number of key Christian ideas
about the importance of procreation. This demonstrates elements of
Level 3 performance. Sadly this is not sustained in the disagree
argument which depends solely on the dangers of spreading STDs. The
candidate does offer some criticism of this argument by suggesting
that contraception is only required if a person has an STD and
Christians should not be promiscuous. This judgement also contains
elements of Level 3 though it is not applied throughout the response
and is not carried into a disappointing conclusion which simply repeats
the arguments suggested in the body of the response.

Using the best fit model the elements of Level 3 performance were not
sufficient to balance lack of a strong alternative view, restricting the
candidate to Level 2.

A balanced discussion is vital.
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Question 5 (a)

This question considers the benefits of reforming criminals. Approximately one third of
candidates attempted this question in preference to question 6.

The question was judged to be easy with a mean mark of 2/3 and a most common response
of 3. Most candidates suggested that the benefits of reform included the gains made by
reintroducing the offender to society and the deterrent effect on both re-offenders and
others who may have turned to crime.

There was no requirement for a religious perspective.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

The response was awarded 3 marks for 3 valid benefits.
They will not commit their acts again (1).
They will become better people (1).
It gives them a second chance (1).

Distinctly different.
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Question 5 (b)

This question addressed the issue of how religion may act as a source of conflict.

It was judged to be an easy question with a mean mark of 3/4, with the most common mark
as 4.

Few candidates experience any difficulty with this question with many focusing on conflicts
caused by a common belief in a holy land, or differences in belief provoking conflict at a
community level.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed ways.
If there are disagreements between laws of various religions
arguments can occur (1) and people will judge other's religious
traditions and cultures (1).
If the land a religious person lives in does not allow them to keep
the laws given to them by God (1), such as if a religious Jewish
person is not allowed to keep Shabbat (1).

Examples often make good development.
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Question 5 (c)

This question considers religious views of capital punishment, specifically with reference to
why some religious people support its use.

It was judged to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 3.11/6, the most common
mark was 4.

Candidates who did well at this question were very aware of the fact that it refers to those
within the religion who support the use of capital punishment. Those who struggled often
included the arguments against capital punishment, these could not be credited.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 1.
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This response was awarded Level 1, 2 marks.

The candidate made an admirable start with the first paragraph
suggesting the the bible supports the use of capital punishment,
simply developed by a relevant quotation. The second paragraph by
contrast considers why Christians are opposed to capital punishment.
This could not be credited leading to the award of Level 1.

Read the question carefully.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.
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The response was awarded Level 2, 6 marks.

The candidate used a range of Christian teachings to justify the use of
capital punishment. These included 'an eye for an eye', the righteous
anger of Jesus and the concept of agape love in relation to capital
punishment as a form of protection for wider society. The use of
religious terms was appropriate and the candidate demonstrated
understanding of both the religious views and their use in this context.
The explanation of the beliefs was comprehensive and their links to
capital punishment made explicit. This led to the award of full marks.

An excellent example.
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Question 5 (d)

This question focuses on the universal problem of bullying, asking candidates to consider
whether it is possible to prevent it.

It was judged to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 5/12 and a most common
mark of 5.

The majority of candidates approached this from a Christian perspective. Most managed to
give reasons why it can be prevented against the idea that it is an aspect of human nature
and therefore unstoppable.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 2.
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This response was awarded Level 2, 6 marks.

The candidate suggests original and well-considered reasons why
bullying cannot be prevented. These include the impact of modern
technology in allowing perpetrators to remain anonymous, the
examples provided by adults such as the racist abuse of black
footballers. These were effectively contradicted by Jewish views based
on 'Love thy neighbour' and the power of education and the ability of
the media to change a child's perspective. These chains of reasoning
suggested Level 3 performance. This was counteracted by the lack of
any evidence of judgement of appraisal and a very weak conclusion
which was simply a personal opinion. This restricted the mark to Level
2 as a best fit judgement.

Conclusions are key.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 3.
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This response was awarded Level 3, 9 marks.

The candidate used well developed understanding of religion and
belief to make coherent and logical chains of reasoning that
considered different viewpoints including a religious perspective. Each
of these points was judged and critically deconstructed leading to their
justification as either strong arguments that can be upheld, or weak
arguments that may be over ridden. The conclusion was by far the
weakest area of the response. The candidate did attempt to justify the
opinion by pointing out the argument they most agreed with and the
argument they considered to be of least value. In that sense it could be
regarded as at least partially justified.

In order to reach Level 4 this level of judgement and appraisal need to
be sustained into the conclusion in order to develop a fully justified
conclusion.

Half the marks are for appraisal, use them.
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Question 6 (a)

This question considers beliefs about capital punishment.

It was judged to be an easy question with a mean mark close to 3, the most common
response gained 3 marks.

There was no requirement for a religious perspective.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 3 marks for 3 valid beliefs.

It is wrong (1) (because it goes against the sanctity of life).
It is a good way to deter criminals (1).
It is an inhumane system (1).

In the first instance the mark was awarded after the belief, namely that
capital punishment is wrong.

Don't do more than you need.

72Int GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



Question 6 (b)

This question focused on the differences between sins and crimes.

It was judged to be an easy question with a very high mean mark, with the most common
mark being 4.

Few candidates struggled with this. The most common responses suggested that sins
offended God's laws and crimes are set by governments, or with the idea that sins are
universal and unchanging whilst crimes can change according to the will of the people.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 4 marks for two developed differences.
Crimes are always punishable by law (1), sins are not always illegal
(1).
Sins are outlined by religious texts (1), crimes are decided upon by
humans (1).

Don't go further than you need.
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Question 6 (c)

This question focuses on religious attitudes to bullying.

It was judged to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 3/6, the most common
response gained 4 marks.

All religions are firmly opposed to bullying in all its forms. Some candidates tried to give a
religious justification for bullying, without success.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 1.
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This response was awarded Level 1, 3 marks.

The candidate essentially gave a series of simple reasons why bullying
is unacceptable in Judaism. Those suggested were that it harms others,
or perhaps because the bullies are reacting to events in their own lives.
Finally the candidate suggests that bullies should be punished.

Level 2 requires more exemplification.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 2.

This response was awarded Level 2, 4 marks.

The candidate offers a number of reasons why Christians find bullying
unacceptable. Each of these is very simply developed. For example, in
Christianity everyone is equal, developed by you are discriminating
against someone who is weaker than you. It is this very basic
development that elevates this to the bottom of Level 2.

The more information the better.
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Question 6 (d)

This question addresses the issue of whether religious people should be peacemakers.

It was judged to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 5/12, the most common mark
was 6.

The concept of peace is important in all religions however it is equally true that in many
religions the followers have, historically, been required to take up arms to defend the faith.
Candidates often chose to compare the teachings of a particular faith in support of peace
with those that suggested conflict may sometimes be required.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 1.
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This response was awarded Level 1, 3 marks.

The candidate gives a series of simple reasons to agree with the
statement from an Islamic perspective. These revolved around the
theme that Muslims should avoid conflict by not committing sin to
provoke conflict, by focusing on worship and their own place in the
afterlife and by stopping conflict if they see it.

This fulfilled the requirements for a Level 1 response by demonstrating
understanding of religion and belief and concluding that Muslims
should not even argue even if they are in the right. The absence of an
alternative view or any development limited this to Level 1.

Always give two sides to the argument.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 2.
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This response was awarded level 2, 6 marks.

The candidate gives well developed reasons for both sides of the
debate with simple chains of reasoning. The presence of evidence of
Level 3 performance is offset by the lack of judgement offered for the
arguments. Some arguments clearly have more weight than others.
The idea of conscription, for example, clearly generates a moral
dilemma for Christians who feel obliged to go to war if required by the
country, but reluctant to take up arms as pacifism is encouraged by
their faith. This was epitomised by the Quakers during World War Two
many of whom served as conscientious objectors in roles that did not
require them to take up arms. Some consideration of issues such as
these would have helped the candidate achieve Level 3. Perhaps most
significantly the judgement of which side offers the most persuasive
argument could have been explored in the conclusion rather than
simply saying Christians should try to be peacemakers but it is
acceptable if you can't.

Use examples as illustrations for development.
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Question 7 (a)

Question 7 and Question 8 were the most evenly divided pair of questions on the paper.
Slightly more candidates attempted Question 8 by comparison to Question 7.

The question focuses on how those of a different race should be treated.

It was judged to be an easy question with a mean mark of nearly 3, the most common mark
was 3.

Few candidates struggled with this. Some candidates chose to approach it from a religious
perspective, but this was not required. Many candidates suggested those of a different race
should be treated with kindness and compassion since all are made by the same God, giving
variations on this equality of treatment for their remaining ways.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 3 marks.
Equal rights (1)
Allowed to work (1).
Treated the same as others (1).

These are clearly ways rather than beliefs or teachings.
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Question 7 (b)

This question concerns how religious people should treat the poor.

It was judged to be an easy question with a mean mark of 3/4. the most common mark
awarded was 4.

Few candidates had difficulty with this question. The more able candidates gave clear,
accurate teachings from their chosen religion developed by an explanation of how they apply
to the poor. Those candidates who found it more difficult gave simple reasons or generic
teachings.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.
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This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed teachings.

In Christianity, God teaches us to 'treat others how they would do
onto you', telling us clearly to treat poor people with charity (1) lest
we fall into the same situation (1).
God teaches us to 'look at the plank in your own eye instead of
pointing out the speck of dust in another's' (1). Telling us to focus on
our own shortcomings instead of treating those less fortunate than
us with disregard and mockery (1).

The teaching in the first paragraph is misquoted and was not credited.
We are not asked to treat others in the same way they treat us but
rather how we would like others to treat us. Fortunately the response
could be credited elsewhere. This particular misquote continues to
persist.

Treat others how you want to be treated.
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Question 7 (c)

This question considered the views of religious people on living in a multi-faith society,
specifically why they may not want to live in that environment.

It was judged to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 3/6, the most common mark
awarded was 4.

It was pleasing to note that fewer candidates conflated race with religion. A large majority of
candidates confined their responses to consideration of why religious people may prefer to
live amongst those who share their beliefs. Some weaker candidates struggled to suggest
any valid reasons for this, though most suggested simple concerns such as it may weaken
their own faith or cause their children to question the family faith.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who failed to gain marks for
this question.

This response was awarded 0 marks. There were no valid reasons why
people may want to live with those who share their faith.

The candidate suggested that it may be against their law to live
together. Whilst there are religious laws that forbid, or at least
discourage, inter-faith marriage, I know of no rule that suggests you
cannot live in an area that has people of other faiths.

Reasons must be true.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 2.
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This response was awarded level 2, 5 marks.

The candidate offers three well developed reasons to support this
view. Firstly that the religion may be undermined or overlooked,
leading them to feel uncomfortable practicing their faith. Society may
favour one religion over another which is both unfair and unjust.
Secondly they may feel at risk from prejudice or discrimination. People
may not be used to aspects of their religion which may lead to
discrimination. Finally raising a family may prove difficult, if children
are exposed to other faiths they may become less passionate about
the family religion or even wish to convert.

Whilst some of the development, particularly in paragraph two, is quite
weak the candidate clearly fulfils the requirements for the award of
Level 2 and the range of topics considered shows both depth and
breadth leading to the award of 5 marks.

Depth and breadth are key.
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Question 7 (d)

This question concerns attitudes towards freedom of speech as a basic human right.

It was judged to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 4/12, the most common mark
was 5.

The fact that the most common mark was 5 for this question may reflect the fact that
historically the final section has often been the weakest section. For some candidates this is a
matter of time management, as a proportion find themselves running out of time at the end
of the examination. For others it may be the case that they are tired after a long exam when
they have not previously been under examination conditions. Most candidates were able to
give examples of situations were freedom of speech could be perceived as dangerous and
contrast these with the benefits of free speech before reaching a conclusion.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 1.
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This response was awarded Level 1, 3 marks.

This is essentially a simple for/against/conclusion. To disagree the
candidate suggests that people should have freedom of speech
because it is a basic human right. To agree the candidate suggests
freedom of speech should be limited to avoid saying anything wrong
about the prophet or Allah. The candidate then concludes that
Muslims should be very careful with their words but it is not really
dangerous for society. The lack of development coupled with a failure
to consider the question in the context of wider society limits this to
Level 1.

Read all of the question.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 2.

The mark awarded to the candidate was limited by the lack of a religious perspective
required by the question rubric.
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This response was awarded Level 2, 6 marks.

The candidate gives convincing chains of reasoning for both sides of
the argument well supported with philosophical, rather than religious,
reasoning. There is evidence of critical deconstruction of the
arguments to present both the risks and benefits of both scenarios.
The candidate then reaches a conclusion that whilst the arguments in
favour of freedom of speech are mostly strong, it can be dangerous
when absolutist and extremist views are tolerated. Under normal
circumstances this would clearly be worthy of a Level 3 mark however
the complete lack of a religious view, contravening the requirements of
the question, limit it to level 2.

Remember religion.
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Question 8 (a)

This question considers non-religious beliefs about racial harmony.

It was judged to be an easy question with a mean mark of 2/3, the most common mark
awarded was 3.

Few candidates had issues with this question most suggesting ideas such as it enables
people to live together peacefully and it benefits society.

The question specifies they should be non-religious beliefs and some candidates lost marks
by including religious teachings that support racial harmony.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 3 marks for three simple beliefs.

It is beneficial to the world (1).
Without it there will be conflict (1).
It is good (1).

The development of the final belief led to it showing evidence of
repetition of point 2. The presence of a clear statement in point 3,
distinct from what had gone before. allowed it to be credited.

Be careful of repeating your point.
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Question 8 (b)

This question requires candidates to consider the reasons why some religious people may
disagree with some human rights. They were expected to approach it from the perspective of
one religion.

It was judged to be an easy question with a mean mark of 3/4, the most common mark
awarded was 4.

Many candidates answered this very confidently. Responses often considered freedom of
speech and many consdered it in the light of women's rights to equality of opportunity.

One mark was awarded for a valid human right and the second mark for the explanation of
why that right may cause issues for religious people.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.
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This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed reasons.
Catholics may believe that the right to education for all is
unnecessary (1), women are meant to be wives and this is not
taught at school (1).
Some Christians may believe that the right to free speech isn't
necessarily a good thing (1), as it can disrupt peace and order in
society (1).

Make sure you know the human rights.
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Question 8 (c)

This was a non-religious question asking candidates to consider non-religious attitudes to the
treatment of the poor.

It was judged to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 4/6, the most common mark
was 4.

Perhaps inevitably at the end of the paper, some candidates gained 0 marks by focusing on
religious views. Many, by contrast, asserted humanist views, confident that this was a
non-religious perspective.

Those who avoided the trap of showing off their religious knowledge referenced ideas such
as the need to work for a more equal society and the 'accident of birth' that leaves some in
poverty through no fault of their own.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 1.
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This response was awarded Level 1, 2 marks.

The candidate gave a series of simple reasons suggesting on one hand
that the poor are unlucky and deserve to be helped and on the other
they should be ignored since they have been lazy. Non-religious people
have no duty to help the poor as this is a government responsibility.

Manage your time wisely.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.
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This response was awarded level 2, 6 marks.

The candidate gives an account, without reference to religious views,
from Marxist and Libertarian perspectives. This considered the need to
change society since charity may help an individual but doesn't
address the systemic change needed to help everyone. This also
proposed that helping the poor should be a matter of conscience and
morality and an individual choice. It should not be achieved by placing
punitive tax burdens on those who deserve the right to use the fruits
of their labours as they see fit.

It is perhaps more difficult to effectively use the c) mark scheme for a
non-religious question however the level 2 criteria can be adapted to
fit the question. This would allow a marker to consider the following
aspects of the response;

Use of relevant terms is appropriate and shows understanding
(AO1).
Explanation of relevant beliefs and values is comprehensive (AO2).
Explanation of the significance of beliefs and values is
comprehensive (AO2).

Widely held non-religious perspectives can prove useful.

101 Int GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



Question 8 (d)

This response focused on gender equality in society.

It was judged to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 6/12, the most commonly
awarded mark was 6.

Many candidates produced responses that were heavily focused on gender equality, and
inequality, in religious communities. Although religious communities are part of wider society
it was disappointing to see such little regard for the impact of improvements in gender
equality in wider society. Those candidates who dealt well with this question often
considered gender equality in society as a whole, giving examples where women's rights are
protected by law, contrasting this with the more traditional view of a woman's role as
espoused by some religious communities. Those who did less well often considered the
traditional religious view with a more liberal religious view, giving little or no consideration to
what happens in wider society. Non-religious views were often also referenced.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at low Level 2.
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This response was awarded Level 2, 4 marks.

The agree argument proposed by the candidate suggests that society
regards men and women as equals, both have the right to vote. This
assertion is criticised using the payment received by male and female
footballers though the candidate is happy that this will improve as the
demand for women's football increases. This provides simple
development of the initial idea.

The disagree argument is focused on religious views from the Jewish
community with the position of both Orthodox and Reform Jews briefly
recounted.

The response then simply stops whether as a result of time running
out or because the candidate had nothing to add is difficult to
determine.

The presence of simple development in the initial paragraph elevates
this to Level 2. However the weak alternative view and the absence of a
conclusion or any form of judgement of the arguments limits it to four
marks.

Take care with time management.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at the top of Level 2.

105 Int GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



106Int GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



107 Int GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



This response was awarded Level 2, 6 marks.

The candidate provides developed reasoning for both sides of the
debate, with simple chains of reasoning. This suggests limited Level 3
performance. This is balanced, as with the work of many candidates,
with a lack of any evidence of judgement of the quality of the
arguments offered. The conclusion is a personal opinion. Although this
opinion is consistent with the arguments offered it cannot be
described as in any sense an evaluative conclusion. This leads to a best
fit consistent with the top of the range of marks available for Level 2.

Take time to go beyond a developed for and against.
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Paper Summary

It is evident by comparison with the work of candidates in 2019 that the responses offered by
candidates, particularly in c) and d) questions, have improved markedly. A small but
significant percentage have started to make judgements of the quality of the arguments
offered. These improvements now need to be continued into the conclusion in order to begin
to generate evaluative conclusions, that are justified on the basis of the arguments
presented.

Some candidates continue to struggle with questions that require only non-religious views
and few manage to achieve the higher levels using philosophical concepts rather than
religious ones.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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