
Examiners’ Report
June 2024

Int GCSE History 4HI1 02R



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson's free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students' exam results.

See students' scores for every exam question.
Understand how your students' performance compares with class and national averages.
Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop
their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus. Your
exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of
people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years,
and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at:
www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2024

Publications Code 4HI1_02R_2406_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2024

2Int GCSE History 4HI1 02R

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/btec.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html


Introduction

It was pleasing to see that candidates across the range of abilities were able to engage with
this paper this year.

Paper 2 Section A comprises three questions.

Question part (a) focuses on Assessment Objective (AO) 1, testing knowledge and
understanding of the characteristics of the period studied.

Question parts (b) and (c) address AOs 3 and 4, with candidates asked to consider two
historical sources and a modern extract, before answering questions based on cross-
reference and evaluation of a historical interpretation.

In Question part (a) most candidates signposted their answer by beginning their paragraphs
with ‘one feature’ ‘a second feature’ etc. This is good exam practice and indicates to the
examiner whether or not there are two features being addressed. Whilst detailed answers
are encouraged, some candidates continued to write more than is necessary. Although there
are two pages allocated for this answer, focused, concise responses can reach Level 3 in
much less than one side and save valuable time for the higher tariff questions.

In Question part (b) the majority of candidates demonstrated an understanding that they
should be identifying agreement and difference (or disagreement) either by quoting directly
or paraphrasing the sources. An increasing number of candidates are considering the extent
of support but some of them are not providing rewardable support. It is not enough to
repeat the areas of agreement and difference and then make a judgement of ‘partial’
agreement. Instead, candidates should look for evidence of the depth of support or
difference. How strongly is the case made in the source? Is there a difference in tone or
overall message, as opposed to just detail?

What is not required, however, is a consideration of the reliability of the individual sources.
What candidates are asked to do is compare what the sources say, not whether or not what
is said is trustworthy.

Question part (c) asks the candidates to consider a historical interpretation and the extent to
which they agree with it, based on what the sources and extract tell them and their own
contextual knowledge. The most effective way of beginning to answer this question is to
establish what it is the extract says about the given interpretation and consider whether or
not it in any way contains contradictory information. If so, this should be used as part of the
counter-argument. Having said that, candidates should be careful about how they use the
information in the extract. There is clearly a problem with arguing that the interpretation
given in Extract X is correct because there is information in Extract X which supports it. Valid
support for the interpretation must come from the two sources and the candidate’s own
knowledge — as must evidence disputing what the interpretation says.
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Centres are reminded that to reach the highest marks candidates need to reach a judgement
on the validity of the interpretation. Many candidates leave this aspect of their answer until a
concluding final paragraph, but the best responses are often those that state their position at
the beginning of their response and follow it through in each paragraph.

Paper 2 Section B focuses on AOs 1 and 2 with an emphasis on change and causation.

Part (a) asks for candidates to explain two ways in which an aspect of a country’s history in
one period was different from (or similar to) another period. In this year’s examination,
comparison between the two periods continued to get stronger, rather than leaving the
examiner to work out the differences from a narrative account of the aspect in both periods.
Candidates are encouraged to use comparative vocabulary, such as ‘similarly’ or ‘whereas’, in
helping demonstrate similarity or difference.

Part (b) asks candidates to consider the causes of change. Most candidates are very much at
ease with this type of question, though once again this year, many responses gave the
reasons for change but did not explain why those reasons brought about the change
specified in the question.

Part (c) asks candidates to consider the extent of change or the causes of that change.
Sometimes this is phrased as the extent to which an event or development might have been
the key turning point. The evidence from this year’s paper suggests that most candidates
have a good understanding of how to address such questions. Most also appreciate that to
achieve marks in the higher levels, they must bring factors into their responses that are
additional to the two stimulus points given in the question.

Centres are reminded that in accessing responses, examiners consider:

the quality of explanation in answering the question
the use of contextual knowledge in supporting the explanation
the candidate’s overall judgement and justification of that judgement
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Question (A)1

In Question (Q) A1 part (a), both options were attempted almost equally, and many
candidates achieved well with their knowledge.

Almost all candidates found similarity and difference between Source A and B in part (b),
although answers were not always supported with detail from the sources.

In part (c), most candidates acknowledged that the boredom of everyday life in the trenches
could adversely affect morale, particularly with reference to the mundanity of the food on
offer, as mentioned in Extract C.

Many answers, however, were more comfortable in outlining other threats to morale, such as
the psychological effects of shelling mentioned in Source B. Good answers often went
further, to raise the issue of heavy losses caused by multiple failed offensives, from their own
knowledge.
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This response identifies and explains two features relating to
Germany's defeat in 1918, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the period studied. It is given full marks.

Q1a: 3 marks

Q1b: 4 marks

Q1c: 12 marks

Total: 19 marks
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Question (A)2

In Question A2 part (a), the most popular option was the Potemkin Mutiny, although there
were also good responses on the April Theses.

In part (b) most candidates found it straightforward to identify similarity in the sources,
particularly with regard to the brutality of the civil war. Most candidates were able also to
point out differences, especially notably with reference to which side was most responsible
for this.

There were some excellent responses in part (c), and it was clear that many candidates had
been well prepared to answer in detail on the various reasons for the Bolshevik victory. It
should be noted, however, that a number of candidates neglected the content of the sources
and the extract, in their enthusiasm to write what they knew.

7 Int GCSE History 4HI1 02R



8Int GCSE History 4HI1 02R



This response identifies both valid agreement and valid difference in
the two sources.

It displays comprehension of the source material by the selection and
use of material to support the comparison. Furthermore, it provides an
explained evaluation of the extent of support.

It is given full marks.

Q2a: 6 marks

Q2b: 8 marks

Q2c: 10 marks

Total: 24 marks
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Question (A)3

In Question A3 part (a), cinema in the 1920s and the ‘Red Scare’ were both answered in good
numbers.

In part (b) most candidates had little difficulty pointing out similarity in the sources with
regard to the scale of the problems facing the New Deal or the introduction of the NIRA but
fewer were able to identify difference.

There were however, plenty of good answers that did both. They addressed extent in
reaching Level 3. In part (c) some candidates tended to drift beyond the dates specified in the
question. There were many very good answers that used the evidence in the sources and the
extract, together with precisely-chosen knowledge, to argue that that the New Deal, in its
initial stages, had a number of successes and failures.
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Here, the candidate offers a valid comment to agree with the
proposition in the question.

The use of the sources and extract is good, indicating differences and
deploying material from them to support the evaluation.

An overall judgement is given but its justification is insecure.
Furthermore, there is no contextual knowledge included in the answer.
This answer was awarded a high Level 2 mark.

Q3a: 2 marks

Q3b: 3 marks

Q3c: 6 marks

Total: 11 marks
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Question (A)4

In Question A4 part (a), most candidates chose the First Indochina War and there were some
very well informed answers. Relatively few attempted the fall of Saigon, although there were
some good answers to this, as well.

In part (b), most candidates were able to identify a number of similarities between the
sources. They noted differences, especially concerning Diem’s failures. There was some
misreading of Source A with regard to the reasons for an opponent deciding to join the NLF.

Part (c) was generally answered well, with many candidates having ample understanding of
Diem’s government, enough to discuss a range of reasons for growing opposition.
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This answer meets the criteria identified in the generic mark scheme
securely at Level 4 for all four Bullet Points. It receives full marks.

Q4a: 6 marks

Q4b: 8 marks

Q4c: 16 marks

Total: 30 marks
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Question (A)5

There were very few answers to this question.
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Question (B)1

There were very few answers to this question.
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Question (B)2

In Question B2 part (a), many candidates had a sound understanding of the ways in which
hospitals in 1948 (after the foundation of the NHS) were different from those in 1920.
However, a number of candidates misread the dates in the question and gave answers more
focused on the nineteenth century.

The causes of the increasing effectiveness of blood transfusions between 1900 and 1920
(part (b)) were generally well-known. There was sound knowledge displayed of the
importance of the discovery of blood groups and new methods of storage and preservation
being prominent. However, fewer candidates were able to link the causes directly to the
outcome, that is, how blood transfusions were increasingly effective.

Answers to the part (c)(i) question were often impressive in their knowledge of the
improvements to health in the years 1848-75, although a number of candidates were less
sure about linking their answers to developments in science and technology.

Likewise, in part (c)(ii) there was some very good understanding regarding public health
provision in the years 1860-1911, such as the importance of government legislation.

In both (c) questions, however, some candidates were a little imprecise with regard to the
dates of key developments, eg with reference to the introduction of the 1848 Public Health
Act and Snow’s study of the causes of cholera in Soho.
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In the Question (b) response, the candidate:

identifies two key features relating to the question
explains the causes
shows how they are related to the outcome

Accurate and relevant information is added, displaying a good
knowledge and understanding of the period. It is awarded full marks.

In the Question (c) answer, an analysis is given, directed consistently at
the conceptual focus of the question and a line of reasoning is
maintained throughout.

Accurate and relevant knowledge is included, showing a good
understanding of the period studied, and the overall justification is
given effectively.

This response receives a low Level 4 mark.

B2a: 3 marks

B2b: 8 marks

B2c: 12 marks

Total: 23 marks
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Question (B)3

There were few responses to this question.
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Question (B)4

Question B4 saw some excellent responses.

Part (a) was well known, with candidates showing good understanding of how the battle of
Huai-Huai changed the position of the communists. Good knowledge was also shown of the
causes of the introduction of the Great Leap Forward, although even well-informed answers
must take care to link their identification of causes directly to the outcome specified.

In part (c)(i) some candidates found it difficult to address themselves to how threats to the
government of China changed between 1900 and 1937. A significant number simply
described the different threats to the Qing and the rule of the GMD, with the barest attempt
to consider how the nature of these threats changed or remained the same.

Part (c)(ii) was more popular and better answered, with some excellent analysis of the
changes to the Chinese economy, reference to the stagnation of the era of the Cultural
Revolution and the effects of various of Deng’s modernisation policies.
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In this response, the candidate shows limited analysis, with only
implicit links to the conceptual focus of the question.

Accurate and relevant knowledge is included, showing some
knowledge and understanding of the period.

A judgement is given, but its justification is insecure. It was given a high
Level 2 mark.

QB4a: 2 marks

QB4b: 4 marks

QB4c: 7 marks

Total: 13 marks
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Question (B)5

This question was answered by a number of candidates.

In part (a), a number of candidates were able to explain the similarities in the work of the IL
under the League of Nations and the UN, although some had difficulty with accurate
knowledge of this feature.

In part (b), the causes of the UN's involvement in the Korean War were generally well known.
However, some candidates strayed into North Korea's existence as a communist nation, as a
cause.

C(i) was the more popular of the (c) questions and was answered well by many candidates,
demonstrating good knowledge of the causes of the League's weaknesses in keeping the
peace in the 1930s.

Those candidates that answered c(ii) sometimes found it difficult to identify accurately how
the USA and USSR may have weakened the UN in the period specified.
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Question (B)6

There was a number of responses to this question and some very good answers to all three
parts.

Generally, candidates were comfortable in identifying ways in which warfare differed
between the two Gulf Wars, and could comment knowledgeably about the causes of the use
of drones in Pakistan.

Both (c) questions saw a number of responses. Although many candidates had impressive
knowledge of aerial warfare and sea warfare, a common weakness was the ability to address
the concept of a 'turning point' in both questions.
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Question (B)7

There were many very good responses to this question, demonstrating impressive
knowledge of the period.

In Question (a), some candidates had difficulty in identifying how the reasons for poor
relationships in the Middle East differed before, and after, the First Arab-Israeli War, although
there were some excellent responses.

The assassination of Yitzhak Rabin in Question (b) was often answered well, although a
number of candidates seemed to believe that he had been killed by a Palestinian.

Question c (i) was the more popular of the two essay questions – here, many candidates had
a very good understanding of British involvement in the Middle East, although fewer were
able to respond convincingly to how this may have changed over the period.

In Question c (ii), candidates often knew the details of Kissinger's Shuttle Diplomacy and the
Oslo Accords very well, and were more comfortable in assessing their relative significance.
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Question (B)8

There were very few answers to this question.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance this year, candidates are offered the following advice:

With regard to Section A:

In Part (a) candidates sometimes provide over-lengthy responses or do not make clear
that they are providing information on two separate features. Judgements are often left to
a short summary at the end
In Part (b) candidates may show that there are similarities and differences in the sources,
but do not support their statements with information from the sources (although this is
not possible where the suggestion is that one source says something that the other does
not). Even good answers sometimes explain similarity and difference but do not go on to
consider the extent of the agreement/disagreement
In Part (c) candidates sometimes do not address both sides of the argument, or
interrogate the sources/extract in sufficient detail to find support and opposition to the
hypothesis. Contextual knowledge is not always used to support arguments, leaving
responses as little more than a source/extract audit. Judgements are often left to a short
summary at the end

With regard to Section B:

In Part (a) candidates sometimes do not make clear that they are identifying similarity or
difference in writing their responses
In Part (b) candidates should identify clearly the causes that they are identifying and show
how they led to the outcome specified in the question
In Part (c) candidates should address both sides of the question and pay particular
attention to the hypothesis specified (whether that is the degree of change, the
importance of a turning point or the significance of some other factor involved in change).
Judgements should be more than only a simple summary offered in conclusion
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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