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Introduction

Paper 2 Section A comprises three questions. Question part (a) focuses on Assessment
Objective 1, testing knowledge and understanding of the characteristics of the period
studied. Question parts (b) and (c) address Assessment Objectives 3 and 4 with candidates
asked to consider two historical sources and a modern extract before answering questions
based on the cross-referencing and evaluation of a historical interpretation.

In Question part (a) most candidates signpost their answer by beginning their paragraphs
with ‘one feature’ ‘a second feature’ etc. This is good exam practice and saves the examiner
having to determine whether there are two features being addressed. Whilst detailed
answers are encouraged, some candidates continue to write more than is necessary.
Although there are two pages allocated for this answer, focused, concise responses can
reach Level 3 in much less than one side and save valuable time for the higher tariff
questions.

In Question part (b) the majority of candidates demonstrate an understanding that they
should be identifying agreement and difference (or disagreement), either by quoting directly
or paraphrasing the sources. An increasing number of candidates are considering the extent
of support but some of them are not providing rewardable support. It is not enough to
repeat the areas of agreement and difference and then make a judgement of ‘partial’
agreement. Instead candidates should look for evidence of the depth of support or
difference. How strongly is the case made in the source? Is there a difference in tone or
overall message, as opposed to just detail?

Candidates are also reminded that they are not required to consider the reliability of the
individual sources. What they are asked to do is compare what the sources say, not whether
what is said is trustworthy.

Question part (c) asks the candidates to consider a historical interpretation and the extent
to which they agree with it, based on what the sources and extract tell them and their own
contextual knowledge. The most effective way of beginning to answer this question is to
establish what it is the extract says about the given interpretation and consider whether it in
any way contains contradictory information. If so, this should be used as part of the counter-
argument. Having said that, candidates should be careful about how they use the
information in the extract. There is clearly a problem with arguing that the interpretation
given in Extract X is correct because there is information in Extract X which supports it. Valid
support for the interpretation must come from the two sources and the candidate’s own
knowledge – as must evidence disputing what the interpretation says.

Centres are reminded that to reach the highest marks candidates need to reach a judgement
on the validity of the interpretation. Many candidates leave this aspect of their answer until a
concluding final paragraph but the best responses are often those which state their position
at the beginning of their answer and follow it through in each paragraph.
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Paper 2 Section B focuses on Assessment Objectives 1 and 2 with an emphasis on change
and causation.

Part (a) asks for a candidates to explain two ways in which an aspect of a country’s history in
one period was different from (or similar to) another period. In this year’s examination,
comparison between the two periods continued to get stronger, rather than leaving the
examiner to work out the differences from a narrative account of the aspect in both periods.
Candidates are encouraged to use comparative vocabulary, such as ‘similarly’ or ‘whereas’, in
helping demonstrate similarity or difference.

Part (b) asks candidates to consider the causes of change. Most candidates are very much at
ease with this type of question, though once again this year, many responses gave the
reasons for change but did not explain why those reasons brought about the change
specified in the question. This is very important for accessing the top level of the mark
scheme.

Part (c) asks candidates to consider the extent of change or the causes of that change.
Sometimes this is phrased as the extent to which an event or development might have been
the key turning point. The evidence from this year’s paper suggests that most candidates
have a good understanding of how to address such questions. Most also appreciate that to
score in the higher levels, they must bring factors into their responses which are additional to
the two stimulus points given in the question.

Centres are reminded that in accessing responses, examiners consider:

the quality of explanation in answering the question
the use of contextual knowledge in supporting the explanation
the candidate’s overall judgement and justification of that judgement.
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Question (A)1

In Question A1 part (a), both options were attempted almost equally, and many candidates
score well with their knowledge. Almost all candidates found similarity and difference
between Source A and B in part (b), though answers were not always supported with detail
from the sources. With regard to similarity, a number of answers claimed that Source A
supported the view that the Serbian government was not responsible for the assassination,
though this was based on a misreading of the sentence beginning ‘Even if it cannot be
proved…’. In part (c), most candidates acknowledged that diplomatic tensions were already
great preceding the assassination and many backed this up with precise knowledge. The best
answers took this further, noting Austria’s intent to take action against Serbia, using their
knowledge of the context to show how this drew in Germany and Russia, and then the other
European powers.

This Question (b) response scored a Level 3 mark.
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The candidate identifies both similarity and difference from the two
sources and addresses the degree to which they support each other
with relation to the assassination at Sarajevo.
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Question (A)2

In Question A2 part (a), the most popular option was the setting up of the Provisional
Government, though there were a number of good responses on the July Days also. In part
(b) most candidates found it straightforward to identify similarity and difference in the
sources, particularly with regard to the seriousness of the Kronstadt Mutiny. There were
some excellent responses in part (c), though candidates must take care to identify the focus
in the question – this was about the level of threat posed to Lenin’s government by the
Kronstadt Naval Mutiny, not what was the most serious threat posed to Lenin’s government
during this period. Some candidates lost focus by arguing that the Civil War or War
Communism was a more serious threat than the Mutiny.

This response scored full marks.
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This Question (a) answer scored full marks for identifying two features
of the July Days, and supporting these fully with sufficient accurate
knowledge.
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Question (A)3

In Question A3 part (a), Prohibition was the choice of the vast majority of candidates and they
often scored very well. Only a small number were able to score similarly by answering about
the Second New Deal. In part (b) most candidates had little difficulty pointing out similarity in
the sources with regard to Hoover’s attachment to laissez-faire at the start of the Great
Depression and/or his opposition to government spending but fewer were able to identify
from Source A his seeming willingness to take stronger action if it became necessary, which
was not mentioned in Source B. In part (c) some candidates struggled to address the focus of
the question, whether or not Hoover’s reaction to the Depression was misjudged, though
there were many very good answers that used the evidence in the Sources and the Extract,
together with precisely-chosen knowledge, to argue that Hoover was responsible for not
appreciating the suffering caused to the American people sooner.
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Question (A)4

In Question A4 part (a), most candidates chose the aims of the Vietminh in the First
Indochina War though some confused aims with tactics and some went well beyond the First
Indochina War to write about the aims of North Vietnam during the 1960s. Relatively few
attempted the Paris peace talks, though there were some good answers. In part (b), most
candidates were able to identify a number of differences between the Sources though with
regard to difference, fewer noted that the evidence in both suggested that the USA was at
least attempting to improve life for the South Vietnamese. Part (c) was generally answered
well with many debating the difficulties of the decision faced by Johnson when committing
men and resources to the war both with regard to the evidence of the Sources and the
Extract, and with their own, often extensive, contextual knowledge.

This Question (c) answer scored full marks.
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The candidate uses the evidence of the Sources and Extract fully to
debate both sides of Johnson's decision to escalate US involvement in
Vietnam, and supports this with precisely-chosen contextual
knowledge. The answer reaches a fully-justified conclusion.
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Question (A)5

There were only a very small number of responses to this question and too few to make
general comments.
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Question (B)1

There were only a very small number of responses to this question and too few to make
general comments.
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Question (B)2

In Question B2 part (a), many candidates had a sound grasp of the ways in which the role of
women changed across the time period specified, particularly with regard to the growth in
the number of female doctors and the growth in number and increased professionalism of
nurses, especially at the Front. The causes of the improvements in surgery, part (b), were
generally well known with detailed accounts of developments in anaesthesia and aseptic
surgery. However, fewer were able to link the causes they identified directly to the outcome.

Answers to the part (ci) question were often impressive in their knowledge of the
government’s role in improving public health provision, with reference to various acts passed
in the late nineteenth century, though sometimes less so with regard to linking the work of
Pasteur and Koch directly to this factor. Not all candidates were as precise in their
understanding of ‘public health’ as they needed to be in attempting this question. Likewise, in
part (cii) there was some very good understanding of how warfare prompted changes in
surgery, such as the development of x-rays, plastic surgery and antibiotics. Not all candidates,
however, were so confident in developing a counter-case to the question.

This response was awarded a secure Level 3 mark.
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Here the candidate identifies two causes of improvements made to
surgery, supports them with accurate knowledge and attempts to
show how these causes led directly to the outcome.
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Question (B)3

There was only a limited number of responses to this question.

In part (a), some candidates were unable to identify social change in the period specified,
preferring instead to describe political or economic change. There were some impressive
responses that referenced the restrictions placed on the lives of women, young women
especially, by 1937, also how Japanese society had turned its back on 'western' liberal-
democratic norms. In part (b), candidates knew well the causes for Japan's worsening
relations with the League of Nations during the 1930s, though some answers identified
causes outside the time frame of the question, with regard to Pearl Harbor for example.
Question (ci) was by far the most popular choice of candidates and was, again, answered
well. There were some very impressive responses that referenced not just the Sino-Japanese
War of 1894-95 and the Treaty of Versailles in some detail, but also considered the
importance of the Anglo-Japanese Treaty and the outcome of the Russo-Japanese War.
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Question (B)4

Question B4 saw some excellent responses. Part (a) was well known with students showing
good understanding of how the Cultural Revolution transformed Mao’s position in the wake
of the setbacks of the Great Leap Forward. Good knowledge was also shown of the causes of
Mao’s introduction of the Hundred Flowers Campaign, though even well-informed answers
must take care to link their identification of causes directly to the outcome specified. In part
(ci) some candidates found it difficult to address themselves to how the government of China
changed between 1911 and 1949. A significant number simply described the transition
between the Qing, the Warlord Era, the rule of the GMD and the victory of the CCP with the
barest attempt to consider how the nature of China’s government changed or didn’t change.
Part (cii) was more popular and better answered, with some excellent analysis of the impact
of the First Five-year Plan, the Great Leap Forward and Deng’s modernisation policies. Some
candidates, however, did not address themselves specifically to ‘industry’, drifting off into the
various agricultural policies of the period. These might have been linked to industrial change,
but usually weren't.

This response received a top Level 4 mark.
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This response focuses clearly on the issue of Chinese industry in the
period framed in the question. It displays an excellent grasp of the
material, referring to at least three issues, and comes to a fully-justified
conclusion.
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Question (B)5

Candidates from across the ability range attempted Question B5. With regard to part (a), a
number struggled to identify valid differences between the health promotion policies of
League of Nations and the United Nations though there were some strong responses.
Candidates were generally happier answering part (b), referencing UN intervention in the
Middle East following the Six Day and Yom Kippur Wars. This was known in good detail by
many, though it must be stressed that candidates should link their knowledge of causes
directly to the outcome specified in the question to access the top level in the mark scheme.
Of the two questions in part (c), (ci) was the overwhelming choice of candidates and there
were some very impressive answers. Many candidates knew the failings of the League in the
interwar years very well, and were able to consider the role played by members of the
League, and powers that weren't members of the League, in weakening its ability to keep the
peace. A lack of precise knowledge of the period, and the inability to introduce a third factor,
were often the main problems demonstrated by those candidates that attempted question
(cii).
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Question (B)6

The number of candidates that attempted question B6 was relatively small. Part (a) posed
few problems for most with answers referencing the differences in the technology used and
the targets of air warfare in the two conflicts most commonly. Similarly, there were some very
good responses to part (b) with many identifying causes of the effectiveness of German U-
boats as the wolfpack system and the problems posed to the Allies by the 'Atlantic Gap'. In
responses to both part (c) questions, some candidates found it challenging to address the
concept of change and tended to describe two or three factors relevant to sea warfare or
technology in the periods specified with little reference to this essential element. This was
particularly noticeable in answers to (ci). There were more higher-scoring responses to part
(cii) and some very impressive answers that knew the impact that changes in technological
warfare had and were able to evidence this in various conflicts. They were also able to
identify elements of continuity during the period, with reference to the essentials of ground
warfare, during the two Gulf Wars, for example.

This response received a Level 2 mark.
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This response attempts to focus on difference, in this case between
the use of air power in the Abyssinia War and the Six-Day War, but is
only able to identify one that is valid.
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Question (B)7

There were relatively few answers to Question B7 but the question was often done very well.
Some candidates struggled to identify ways in which the position of the PLO changed
between 1983 and 1993 though part (b) was answered more confidently by more, often with
reference to the increase in the scale of Jewish immigration during the 1930s and the
recommendations of the Peel Commission. The two part (c) questions were about equally
popular. In both, some candidates struggled with the concept of 'turning point' and barely
addressed themselves to it, despite having a good knowledge and understanding of relevant
material. However, there were some very impressive answers to (ci), especially, that
referenced the Suez Crisis or Yom Kippur War as turning points in international involvement
in the Middle East, alongside those given in the question. Similarly, for (cii), good answers
were able to show how the Oslo Accords could be considered as a turning point in the search
for peace next to other potential turning points in the period.
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Question (B)8

There were only a very small number of responses to this question and too few to make
general comments.
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Paper Summary

Centres often ask about common errors in candidates’ responses. Reference has been made
above to some of those errors, but the comments below may provide a useful summary.

With regard to Section A:

In Part (a) candidates sometimes provide over-lengthy responses or fail to make it clear
that they are providing information on two separate features.
In Part (b) candidates may show that there are similarities and differences in the sources,
but fail to support their statements with information from the sources. Better answers
sometimes explain similarity and difference but do not go on to consider the extent of the
agreement/disagreement.
In Part (c) candidates sometimes fail to address both sides of the argument, or interrogate
the sources/extract in sufficient detail to find support and opposition to the hypothesis.
Contextual knowledge is not always used to support arguments, leaving responses as little
more than a source/extract audit. Judgements are often left to a short summary at the
end.

With regard to Section B:

In Part (a) candidates sometimes respond in a way which fails to make comparisons, thus
leaving the response as two separate, unrelated paragraphs.
In Part (b) candidates sometimes provide unnecessary detail instead of restricting their
answer to explaining causes. Answers often don’t explicitly state why the causes that are
identified led to the stated outcome.
In Part (c) candidates may answer well on the given topics, but fail to bring a third topic
into their answer. Candidates sometimes fail to provide an explanation of how the
hypothesis may be supported and opposed. Judgements are often left to a short summary
at the end and do not always include a consideration of the extent to which the candidate
agrees or disagrees with the hypothesis.

53 Int GCSE History 4HI1 02R



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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