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Introduction

General Comments

The paper has two sections, Section A and Section B.

Section A questions have three sub-parts:

Question Part (a) focuses on Assessment Objective 1, testing knowledge and understanding of

the characteristics of the period studied. Question Parts (b) and (c) address Assessment

Objectives 3 and 4 with candidates asked to consider two historical sources and a modern extract

before answering questions based on cross-reference and evaluation of a historical

interpretation.

Part (a) is well-answered by most candidates, and the practice of writing two separate paragraphs

beginning ‘one feature…’, ‘a second feature…’, continues to be the best approach to answering

this question although markers will still award marks for two features where this convention is

not used. While some candidates write lengthy responses to this question, and generally gain

high marks by doing so, the most effective responses support concise descriptions of the key

features with precise and well-chosen historical detail.

Part (b) is also well-answered by most candidates and the majority identify both areas of

agreement and disagreement. This is often supported by cross-references and direct

comparisons. Candidates often attempt to provide some reasoning about the extent of support

to reach the top levels of the mark scheme. Often this reasoning appears in a short conclusion

which is a helpful approach. However, candidates can be awarded top level marks wherever this

reasoning appears. The extent of support is often explained well by those candidates who use

their precise cross-referencing to produce a more holistic impression of the overall view provided

by the sources.

In Question Part (c) candidates often produce well-structured evaluations which review all of the

alternative views presented in the sources and the interpretation with some impressive analysis

of those materials on show. Candidates must look to support their evaluations with relevant

contextual knowledge and there were many good examples of candidates doing so. The role of

contextual knowledge is to be used precisely to support the evaluation. This is not often achieved

by writing full paragraphs of own knowledge but rather with precisely selected knowledge that is

used directly to support the evaluation. The range and depth of this knowledge is not what is

being rewarded but instead the mark scheme rewards candidates for the way it is used. In other

words, successful candidates build an argument around the sources and interpretation which is

then supported by short but specific points of knowledge. Candidates often produce strong

overall judgements which focus on the validity of the interpretation. Often candidates deliver

these judgements in a focused conclusion but some very strong responses deliver judgements

throughout the response.

Section B questions have three sub-parts:

Part (a) asks for candidates to explain two ways in which an aspect of history in one period was

different from (or similar to) another period. Candidates generally produce comparative

responses to this question and pay careful attention to the dates mentioned.
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Part (b) requires candidates to explain the causes of a given outcome. Where candidates had

good knowledge of the topic, they were able to provide well-structured responses focused on two

clear causes, supported by accurate and relevant information. In some cases, candidates wrote

descriptions of the outcome itself rather than focusing on its causes or essentially repeated the

same cause but with slightly different supporting information.

Part (c) asks candidates to consider the extent of change or the causes of that change. As

required by the mark scheme candidates are generally able to provide an additional aspect not

stated in the paper. Candidates who directly addressed the focus of the question, instead of

producing an unfocused narrative of events in the period, were able to reach the top levels of the

mark scheme. There were many sophisticated and analytical responses to these questions.
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Question: A1

In part (a) the majority of candidates chose to write about the key features of the Schlieffen Plan

and showed good knowledge with many being able to describe two key features of the plan. In

many cases, this question was interpreted widely to include the failures of the plan when it was

used in 1914 although some candidates did move too far into a broader description of trench

warfare with limited reference to the Schlieffen Plan itself. Those candidates choosing to describe

the features of the assassination at Sarajevo also had good knowledge of the events and its

immediate consequences.

For part (b) many candidates were able to identify key similarities and differences between the

sources such as the speed of the German advance (similarity) and the level of organisation of the

British defences (difference). Many were also able to show understanding of the extent of

support.

In part (c) candidates used excellent contextual knowledge to support explained evaluations of

the views expressed in Extract C. This knowledge was used to place the Ludendorff Offensive in

the context of both its own military innovations and the consequences for the overstretched

German army.

This is a strong response to parts (a), (b) and (c).
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Part (a) is well organised and sets out two key features. In part (c) the candidate uses

excellent contextual knowledge to support the evaluation as well as reaching an overall

judgement.

In Part (c) use contextual knowledge to support analysis and evaluation as this candidate

does instead of writing long passages of knowledge which aren’t directly linked to the

interpretation.
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Question: A2

Candidates performed well on this question. In part (a) candidates often knew two key features of

the abdication of the Tsar and this was the most popular question with candidates focusing on its

immediate causes, the event itself and its immediate consequences. Those candidates who chose

to address the role of Trotsky interpreted the question to include his role in the Civil War and this

was given credit as it was reasonable for candidates to interpret this as being part of the

Bolshevik takeover of power.

For part (b) the sources were understood well with many candidates able to demonstrate

understanding of the extent of difference and they often did this by explaining the overall views

of the authors.

In approaching part (c) candidates were able to understand a single historical event in its broader

historical context and they were rewarded for using their knowledge of both the events and

consequences of the Lena Goldfields Strike as well as broader understanding of Tsarist rule in the

period 1905-1914. There was strong analysis of the extract and sources.

This script includes a Level 4 response to part (c) where specific contextual knowledge is used

effectively to support the evaluation.
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This candidate makes a strong judgement based on the evaluation.

In part (a) it is good exam technique to write two clear paragraphs starting with 'one key

feature' and 'another key feature.'
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Question: A3

Candidates showed good familiarity with the Wall Street Crash in part (a) and most candidates

chose this option although many were successful in answering part (a) about the TVA. In a

minority of cases, candidates focused too much on broad statements about the Depression

rather than the Wall Street Crash itself.

In part (b) candidates showed a good understanding of both the specific differences and

similarities between the sources as well as an understanding of the extent of difference based on

the views of the authors.

In part (c), contextual knowledge was used effectively and sparingly to support the evaluation. In

contrast, a minority of candidates did develop the knowledge aspect of their answers at the

expense of evaluating the interpretation.

Part (b) is a very strong explanation on the extent of difference between the sources.
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This answer makes use of a conclusion to explain the overall extent of difference and

similarity.

As well as cross-referencing details in the sources candidates should also try to give an

overall judgement based on the views presented in the sources.
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Question: A4

Most candidates chose to answer part (a) on Nixon’s policy of Vietnamisation. In many cases

there was a good general understanding of its purpose but some candidates struggled to develop

two distinct features. Candidates writing about the siege of Khe Sanh often showed strong

knowledge of a range of features including detailed knowledge of the events and its wider

strategic importance.

There were many strong answers to part (b) and subtle differences between the sources were

identified as well as more obvious points.

In part (c) the evaluations were often strong although some candidates relied on generalised

contextual knowledge about the Vietnam War from later in the period, especially features that

happened under President Johnson, to support their analysis.

This candidate gives two key features in part (a).
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The candidate uses their knowledge of Vietnamisation effectively in this answer by dividing it

into two clear features and shows good knowledge of the period. This answer gains full

marks.

This answer contains a Level 2 response to part (b).
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In part (b) the candidate does show some understanding of specific differences and

similarities but doesn’t make a clear overall judgement.

Try to include an explanation of the extent of agreement between the sources in part (b).
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Question: A5

There were only a limited number of entries for this question. In answering part (a) candidates

generally chose to describe two features of the building of the Berlin Wall. In many cases they

resorted to general knowledge about the division of Berlin and differences in lifestyle in a divided

Germany instead of the focus of the question. Those candidates responding to the part (a)

question about protest movements in the years 1987-1990 also relied on generalised

descriptions of protest movements without showing good knowledge of the period.

The differences between the sources were cross-referenced and understood well in part (b)

although more candidates could look to show an overall understanding of the extent of

differences between them. In part (c) there were some nuanced answers which effectively

explored the different interpretations of life in the GDR during the period.
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Question: B1

This question did not attract a large number of candidates. However, candidates showed a very

detailed understanding of the changes to the position of Native Americans before and after the

Indian Removal Act (1830). In contrast, a small number of candidates left this question blank.

In part (b) there was a good focus on the different nations and how they opposed the westward

expansion of the US perhaps without sufficient focus on the causes of the opposition. In some

cases, candidates simply described the nature of manifest destiny without focusing on the causes

of opposition.

Candidates divided evenly between the two options on part (c) with some especially strong

answers to (c)(ii) using a range of sophisticated criteria to justify their judgements on the key

turning points for relationships between the Northern and Southern States.
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Question: B2

This was the most popular question on the whole paper and many candidates have significant

knowledge of the topic.

For part (a) most candidates knew at least two ways in which the provision for public health was

different before and after 1948. However, a number of candidates were unable to access the

higher level of the mark scheme because they tried to repeat the same point, essentially that

healthcare was provided free of charge, rather than identifying two clearly different changes.

Part (b) was answered well with a range of responses explaining the causes of lower death rate

from surgery in the years 1848-1905 although in some cases candidates described changes

rather than focusing on the causes of change.

For part (c) both options were well answered by many candidates. In the majority of cases

candidates offered a third aspect and avoided caps in the mark scheme. Candidates also need to

remember to focus on the years given in the question as some wrote large amounts of material

that could not gain credit because it did not focus on the years given in the question. It is also

important that candidates learn to differentiate between individual scientific advances and

changes to public health although these are often linked.

Part (a) for this answer gains full marks and explains two distinct differences.
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In Part (c) the candidate directs the answer at the analytical focus of the question as well as

supporting their response with accurate and relevant information.

Focus on the precise words of the question throughout the answer.
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Question: B3

Too few candidates answered this question to make comments on performance.
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Question: B4

This was a popular option and candidates were generally well-prepared for all the questions. In

part (a) candidates were able to show clear differences between the Cultural Revolution and

1989.

Candidates were sometimes slightly less confident in identifying the causes of the Thought

Reform Campaign and there were a few very weak responses to this question. In some of these

cases, candidates could describe the campaign itself but not its causes. In others, they confused

causes of Thought Reform with the events of the Hundred Flowers campaign.

This is a strong response across all questions.
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This candidate uses criteria very effectively in order to make a judgement in part (c).
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Question: B5

This is an increasingly popular option on this paper and candidates were well prepared.

For part (a) there were very few candidates that could not explain two clear similarities between

the League’s reactions to the invasions of Manchuria and Abyssinia. There was a similar level of

detailed knowledge used to support responses to part (b) with candidates clearly able to develop

two causes of success in Mozambique with good supporting knowledge.

Candidates showed a strong preference for (c)(ii) when choosing their part (c) question and

detailed knowledge of the changing ability of the UN to maintain peace in the period 1945-1989

was on display. Most candidates were also able to offer a third aspect such as the intervention in

the Congo.

This is a high-level response to part (c).
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The candidate shows an impressive grasp of both AO1 (knowledge and understanding) and

AO2 (the second-order historical concept being targeted).

Always remember to use a third aspect that is not mentioned in the two bullet points to

support answers to part (c).
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Question: B6

This question was answered by quite a small number of candidates but most were well-prepared

for the questions.

In part (a) most candidates focused on changes to the influence of terrorism on international

conflict as required by the question. In some cases, candidates focused on changes to daily life

rather than international conflict.

In answering part (b) there were some responses which focused on detailed descriptions of

drone technology rather than the causes of their use.

On part (c) candidates answered (c)(i) in greater numbers than (c)(ii) and they were often able to

use extremely detailed knowledge of a range of different technologies and tactics to measure the

extent of change.

This is a high-level response to all the parts of the question.
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In part (a) the candidate goes into significant detail to explain the changes but also focuses

on the conceptual focus of the question. In part (c) the candidate uses wide-ranging

knowledge to support the answer.

In part (a) make sure that the focus of the question is clearly addressed in the answer.
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Question: B7

On part (a) candidates showed a good general understanding of the changing relations between

Israelis and Palestinians before and after the Second Intifada and used good examples to

illustrate their points such as the election of Hamas and political changes in Israel.

There were some very detailed responses to part (b) and where these focused on the causes of

Israeli victory in the First Arab Israeli War (1948-1949) rather than simply describing its events

they were able to gain very high marks.

Part (c)(i) and part (c)(ii) were equally popular options. The changing nature of British policy in

(c)(i) and the importance of the Camp David Agreements in (c)(ii) were analysed well in their

historical context.

This candidate gives a very clear response to part (a) for full marks.
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The candidate clearly identifies two changes and supports the points made with good

knowledge and understanding of the period.

In part (a) state the two changes clearly then support with detailed examples.
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Question: B8

This is still a small option on this paper but candidates produced some strong answers.

On part (a) candidates understood the importance of Section 28 in the treatment of sexual

minorities but sometimes struggled to show good knowledge of the exact changes it brought

about such as what could be taught in schools.

Many candidates were able to explain at least one cause of changing attitudes to disabled people

after the First World War. Most candidates correctly identified the importance of disabled soldiers

with some able to demonstrate precise impacts such as the increased visibility of amputees and,

in fewer cases, the work of government organisations.

In part (c) the two options were equally popular. Candidates used good criteria to support their

judgements in (c)(i) using measures such as pay and political rights to measure the extent of

improving rights of women 1918-1970. In (c)(ii) candidates made contrasts between legislative

change and other events to explain how far governments were responsible for changes in

attitudes to people of colour.

This candidate produces a very strong answer to part (c).

88 GCSE History 4HI1 02



GCSE History 4HI1 02 89



90 GCSE History 4HI1 02



GCSE History 4HI1 02 91



92 GCSE History 4HI1 02



GCSE History 4HI1 02 93



94 GCSE History 4HI1 02



This candidate provides a good example of how to direct an answer consistently at the

question with judgements made in every paragraph as well as the conclusion.

Make sure that every paragraph has a strong focus on the question.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

• In Part (a) candidates should focus on writing two 'signposted' key features supported by their

own knowledge.

• In Part (b) candidates should use precise cross-references and comparisons to support their

answers but must also look at the extent of agreement/disagreement between the sources as

a whole.

• In Part (c) candidates should support their analysis and evaluation of the interpretation with

precisely selected knowledge. This knowledge should be used to directly support the

arguments made, rather than producing separate paragraphs of knowledge without

reference to either the sources or interpretation.

Section B

• In Part (a) candidates must make clear comparisons between the stated periods.

• In Part (b) candidates must focus on writing about two distinct causes of the outcome and not

a general description of the outcome itself.

• In Part (c) candidates must remember to focus on the demands of the question instead of

writing unfocused narratives about the period.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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