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Introduction

Centres are now very familiar with the structure of the paper:

Section A questions have three sub-parts: Question Part (A) focuses on Assessment Objective
(AO)1. Question Parts (B) and (C) address Assessment Objectives 3 and 4

Section B questions also have three sub-parts, Parts (A), (B) and (C) all focusing on
Assessment Objectives 1 and 2

Although Sections A and B ask different types of questions there are several key points of
which centres need to be aware to maximise their candidates’ chances:

e Section A questions revolve largely around sources and an extract but that does not mean
that contextual knowledge is not important. A full understanding of the significance of
what is said in the source material can only come with an understanding of the context in
which it was produced.

¢ In Section B contextual knowledge is even more important to be able to understand the
significance of the dates in Part (A), to explain the causes of events in Part (B), and to
construct a coherent argument in Part (C).

e However, whilst ‘knowing the history’ is important, applying that knowledge correctly is
even more important. Candidates must understand the requirements of each question
type and the best technique for responding to those questions.

e Centres will be familiar with such requirements but as a useful aide-memoire the summary
at the end of this report sets them out concisely.
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Question (A)1

Responses were evenly distributed between the role of Haig and the Gallipoli campaign.
Most candidates displayed good knowledge but sometimes responses on Haig related to his
personality, rather than his role in the war. The problems at Gallipoli and the successful
evacuation were well-known

In Part (B), almost all candidates were able to demonstrate similarity in terms of the threat
posed by Britain's concern about the increase in Germany’s naval strength. A small number
did not show how the sources differed. There were many responses that scored highly by
explaining how agreement was limited to certain facets of the Anglo-German rivalry (such as
Germany increasing its naval strength) but in other areas (such as whether or not this
increase was a threat to Britain) there was no agreement.

The two sources and the extract provided good material for candidates to use in Part (C) and,
where this was combined with contextual knowledge showing other reasons for the outbreak
of war, high marks were achieved. It was, however, surprising that only a small minority of
candidates suggested that the war might have been the result of rivalry between the Great
Powers, or that events in Sarajevo may have played a part.

This is a high-level response to Part (C).
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This example shows a candidate using information from the sources
and the extract, together with contextual knowledge, to provide a well-
explained response. It is marked in the top level.

< ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip

Remember that the question calls for use of Extract C, Sources A and B
and knowledge to answer the question.
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Question (A)2

Responses on Part (A) were predominantly on Tsarist rule in Russia and there were many
aspects of Tsarist rule that could have been included. Responses were expected to comment
on autocracy and opposition to the Tsar, but there were candidates who saw this as an
opportunity to write about wider events, such as the Russo-Japanese war. The Kornilov Revolt
was more straightforward, with responses focusing on the causes and the role of the
Bolsheviks in its suppression.

In Part (B), candidates readily found agreement and disagreement within the sources, noting
that both talk of unrest in Petrograd, but differ on the implications of that for the Tsar.

Part (C) saw a substantial majority of the candidates laying the blame for the problems in
1917 on the Tsar. Perhaps he was misled by the Tsarina, but he received plenty of notification
that ‘further hesitation will be fatal'. To such candidates, the Tsar brought about his own
downfall. The best answers combined the information within the sources and the extract
with contextual knowledge of events in the Tsar's reign to support this argument — or to
show he was the victim of irreversible forces.

This is an excellent example of a Part (B) response. It is unusual in its length but shows well
how a consideration of extent can be addressed.
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Examiner Comments

This response achieves highly in the top level by considering the extent
of support, not just matching.

f"-_\l

/\Vj ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip
To achieve top level marks it is necessary to analyse the degree of
support, not just point out where the sources agree or disagree.
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Question (A)3
In Part (A) most candidates wrote about the Monkey Trial.

Excellent knowledge of the significance of the trial was demonstrated, as well as details of the
actual trial and verdict. Responses on Father Coughlin were less common but those
candidates who addressed the Social Justice campaign had a good knowledge of Coughlin’s
motivation and aims.

Part (B) was also well-answered, with candidates readily noting the different political
philosophies of Roosevelt and Hoover but, at the same time, explaining that they agreed
there was ‘suffering and hardship'.

Effective responses on Part (C) use information from the sources and extract and provide
contextual knowledge to support their responses. Candidates were able to provide plentiful
contextual knowledge about Roosevelt, but often this involved showing that he brought hope
by introducing New Deal measures and reassuring people in the Fireside Chats. Regrettably,
because the question related to support for Roosevelt in 1932, such information could not be
rewarded.

This a response to Part (C). It lacks the depth needed for a high-level mark.
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N
\/ { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response quotes Extract C, but does not consider Sources A and B.
It does not demonstrate a detailed understanding of what Roosevelt

was offering and why that might bring hope. The response is marked
at the top of Level 2.

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Always provide detail from the sources and specific contextual

knowledge to support your answer.
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Question (A)4

In Part (A), the Domino Theory was chosen by almost all candidates. They had a good
understanding of its meaning but some candidates found it difficult to describe a second
feature. A link into its relevance to US involvement in Vietnam would readily have given
access to the highest marks.

Agreement between the sources in terms of support for the anti-war movement was readily
found in Part (B). Candidates found it less easy to see difference, although many noted
differences in the type of opposition to the movement. Source A calls the protesters
‘extremists’, whereas Source B says pro-war protesters were angry but the anti-war group
contained veterans, who could not be seen as extremists.

Some excellent contextual knowledge was provided in supporting responses to Part (C),
where an appreciation of the contribution of the difficulties in winning the war was noted
frequently.

This is a top level response to Part (A).
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Z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Two good features are found and described.

<D\
\.}

sections.

. ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Candidates should always try to break their answers into two distinct
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Question (A)5
Very few candidates answered this question. Some appeared to have done so in error.

Those who knew the information generally answered well on reunification (Part (A)),
agreement and difference in terms of the nature of state control (Part B)) and supported the
hypothesis that state control of the population was not fully effective (Part C)).
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Question (B)1

1. 1. Avery small percentage of candidates chose this option. Most of those candidates
were able to explain how the economy of the Southern states was impacted
negatively by the Civil War and there was a general understanding of opposition to
Westward expansion.

Many Part (B) responses lacked precision, however, with supporting contextual
knowledge sometimes missing or inaccurate.

In Part (C), the impact of Shay's rebellion was well-known. Few candidates

discussed the Missouri Compromise, meaning their responses did not cover the
later part of the period.

Some responses to the problems of Black Americans included material on 20th
century USA, which could not be rewarded.

This is a high-level response to Part (C)(i)
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<QK%WMH5
Examiner Comments

This response explains how three separate factors brought about a
change in the power of the Federal Government.

It reaches a well-supported judgement on the importance of Shay's
Rebellion.

Cﬁ%mmMﬁm

Examiner Tip
To achieve high marks candidates must ensure that they cover three
aspects in their response.
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Question (B)2

1. Part (A) was generally well-answered, with candidates showing an understanding of the
fact that the 1875 act introduced a degree of compulsion and led to an increase in the
responsibilities of local authorities. Some candidates wrote about measures introduced
by the 20th century Liberal governments but this was not relevant to the question.

There were some excellent responses to Part (B), with an impressive knowledge of the work
of Lister, Roentgen, Landsteiner and, sometimes, Pasteur and Koch. Some candidates
created difficulties for themselves by writing about how anaesthetics were invented in this
period so 'patients no longer had to be held down'. There were developments in anaesthetics
in this period but their invention pre-dated 1865.

Florence Nightingale was overwhelmingly the most popular choice in Part (C) and candidates
were able to consider the importance of her work alongside that of others, such as Elizabeth
Garrett and Marie Curie. Thos who answered on the NHS generally saw it as the most
important development in treatment, although support for penicillin was common. It was
surprising that some candidates ignored the impact of the development of penicillin on
treatment during this period.

This is a high-level response to Part A.
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\/ { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Although there is some irrelevant material, the response shows an
understanding of the mandatory nature of the 1875 Act and the wider
role played by the Government.

' . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

In this type of question, try to use vocabulary that emphasises
difference, such as 'whereas' or 'but'.

This is a high-level response to Part C(ii).
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ﬂResutts?lus

Examiner Comments
This response shows good knowledge of three separate aspects of
developments in medical treatment in the years 1920-48 and reaches a
supported judgement.

(A ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

To achieve high marks candidates must ensure that they cover three
aspects in their response.
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Question (B)3

There were insufficient responses to this question for a report on candidate performance to
be made.
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Question (B)4

1. In Part (A) candidates demonstrated an excellent understanding of how Deng's
measures brought about change from the position at the end of Mao's leadership. Not
only was education once again considered a priority but Deng placed more value on
research, technical education, and study in the West.

In contrast, Part (B) was not well-answered. Candidates lacked a precise knowledge of
Deng's support for Maoist communism and his reluctance to support democracy. The
visit of President Gorbachev also embarrassed Deng because Gorbachev's visit had to
be organised to avoid Tiananmen Square. Where this knowledge was used to support
answers, high reward was achieved. There were many responses, however, that talked
in general terms about 'wanting to suppress opposition'.

Both Part (C) questions elicited good responses. Changes in the life of people working in
agriculture (or, indeed, lack of change) was well-known and candidates were very
familiar with changes in Chinese industry under Mao. Where the candidates discussed
three aspects of the question, and reached a supported judgement, high marks were
achieved.

This a high-level response to Part (A)
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QuestionB4 78~  Question B5 [ Question B6 [
Question B7 [ Question B8 1
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((c)i) OR (c)(ii) continued) ..

on DU \m OO DUNA

i( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate identifies two features (respect for intellectuals and the
attraction of western education). Changes within those features are
explained clearly.

SR
S | ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
It is a good idea to use terms such as 'one feature' and 'another
feature' to make sure it is clear that there are two separate points.
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Question (B)5

Candidates had few difficulties with Part (A), with most responses focused on the lack of an
army in the League (as opposed to the ability of the United Nations raise one) and the
difference in nature of the membership.

Part (B) proved a little more challenging, with many candidates believing that the UN was
fighting to stop communism in South Korea. In reality, that might have been the case but,
technically, it could not be.

Better responses explained the importance of the international force sent under US
leadership and the fact that the Soviet Union did not veto UN intervention. A small number
of candidates misread the question and answered on why the UN was involved in Korea.

There were very few answers to Part (C) (i), with most candidates seemingly more
comfortable writing about the Italian invasion of Abyssinia in Part (C)(ii). There were some
very good responses with many candidates saying that it was not Abyssinia that was the
turning point, but Manchuria. The League had worked effectively against smaller nations in
the 1920s but Manchuria destroyed its reputation as an organisation that could prevent
aggression. By the time of the Italian invasion, the damage was done.

This is a response marked at the top of Level 3.
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N,
\( 2{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This is a rather unusual response, both in terms of length and
approach. There is little doubt, however, that it explains two
differences in the organisation and structure of the League and UN.

lf \ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
To establish difference, it is important that direct comparisons are
made.
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Question (B)6

A very small number of candidates answered this option and the standard of responses was
generally not high.

Candidates found Part (A) challenging. Better responses explained the similarities in terms of
the use of aerial bombardment and support from infantry, tanks and armoured vehicles.
Some candidates, however, had very little knowledge of the warfare used in the Gulf Wars.

Although the development of drone warfare is listed in the specification there was a number
of responses to Part (B) that showed no understanding of the problems involved in their use.

Better responses talked of taking innocent civilian lives, whilst others explained that the
spying capability of drones may well have led to accusations of transgressing the 1948
Human Rights Declaration.

Responses to Part C were better, with most candidates explaining the significance of the
development of blitzkrieg. There were many examples, however, of candidates limiting their
responses to blitzkrieg and Hiroshima, rather than providing a third aspect such as the
development of aircraft carriers or the success of guerrilla warfare.

This example reaches the top level.
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Question B7 £ Question B8 3
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r

The candidate identifies the valid problems associated with drones and
explains them concisely, but well.

Qj ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Candidate must provide two reasons to achieve high marks.
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Question (B)7
This question was a popular option with some very good responses.

In Part (A) candidates were able to explain how the optimistic tone of British rule in 1917 was
long gone by the end of 1946. Candidates argued that in 1917 the British were looking at
long-term policies aimed at resolving the difference of opinion in the area. By the end of
1946, the British were having to use repressive measures to keep peace and had already
made the decision to leave Palestine in the hands of the UN.

Part (B) proved challenging to some candidates but most used their contextual knowledge to
provide good explanations of the reasons for opposition. The main reason lay in the deep-
seated suspicion between the two communities, as witnessed by the belief of Hamas that
Israel should not even exist. Added to this was the issue of settlement on the West Bank and
divisions within the Israeli government and the issuing of the 14 'reservations'.

In Part (C), most candidates answered on the role of the UN in the Middle East in the years
1947-75. Here, the general conclusion was that the UN was very influential in 1947 but
became secondary to the ambitions of the Great Powers, thereafter. Most candidates
appreciated the work of Kissinger but did not seem to realise that he was working for the
USA, not the UN.

This is an example of a candidate who knows the answer but needs to provide a little more
support.
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Chosen question number: Question B1 E3 Question B2 [ Question B3 [
Question B4 [ Question B5 [J Question B6 [
Question B7 X Question B8 [
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Two very good reasons are identified but more specific support is
needed to achieve top marks.

The quality of the argument puts the response in Level 3 but the lack
of detailed support restricts its reward.

- V ResultsPlus
\/

) Examiner Tip
Candidates must always provide precise information to support their
answers if they wish to receive high marks.
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Question (B)8

This new topic is growing in popularity, though is still chosen by a very small percentage of
the candidature.

There was a wide variety in the quality of responses. There were many responses that
showed a good understanding and detailed knowledge of the issues involved in the search
for greater equality in the late 20th and early 21st centuries. Others, however, included
generalised comments, which suggested that the candidates had not really engaged with the
course except at a superficial level.

The specification sets out the main milestones in the search for equality in the 20th and early
21st centuries and it is important that candidates have a sound knowledge of those key
aspects of the course if they are to avoid superficiality in their responses.

Responses to Part (A) were a good example of why this is necessary. Better responses noted
that the Race Relations Act did not cover housing and employment, and that discrimination

was outlawed only in public places. So discrimination continued. Those who knew the detail
less well pointed out that there always has been discrimination and that it continues to this

day, so the Act made little difference. It is true that the Act did not end discrimination but to
achieve highly, candidates needed to provide precise detail of how its impact was limited.

Part (B) was very well-answered. Candidates understood the need to react to the 1958 riots,
to raise awareness of the quality of Caribbean culture and to help foster a sense of
community amongst immigrants from that region.

In both options in Part (C) the success of the responses tended to depend upon the amount
of contextual knowledge candidates had to support their answer. Some excellent knowledge
was shown to produce high-level responses; where knowledge was missing responses
tended to concentrate on generalisations about the present day.

This is an example of a top level response to Part C (ii)
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Examiner Comments

The response shows a detailed knowledge of a number of aspects
related to the position of disabled people in society and reaches a
supported judgement to conclude.

AR
S, \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Candidates need to reach a judgement about the hypothesis given.
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This is a top-level Part (B) response.
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N { ResultsPlus
/‘--. Examiner Comments

The response has identified two reasons for the founding of the
Caribbean Carnival (they are related but different) and supported
those reasons with contextual knowledge.

-

'/ \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Candidates should always give two causes.
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Paper Summary

e In Section A Question part (A), it is good technique to signpost responses by beginning
paragraphs with ‘one feature’ ‘a second feature’ etc.

¢ In Section A Question part (B), candidates must ensure that they consider both agreement
and difference and try to assess the extent of that agreement/difference.

¢ In Section A Question part (C) candidates should use information from both sources and
from the extract but should also use their own contextual knowledge. To achieve the
highest marks, candidates need also to reach an overall judgement on the validity of the
interpretation.

¢ In Section B Question (A) candidates need to make direct comparisons between the two
dates/time periods set out in the question.

¢ In Section B Question (B) candidates are asked to consider the causes of change. The
highest marks will go to responses that identify the reasons for change and also explain
why those reasons brought about the change.

e Section B Question (C) asks candidates to consider the extent of change or the causes of
that change. Candidates must use their knowledge and the bullet points to explain how or
why change has occurred.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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