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Introduction

General Comments
The paper has two sections, Section A and Section B
Section A questions have three sub-parts:

Question Part A focuses on Assessment Objective 1, testing knowledge and understanding of
the characteristics of the period studied.

Question Parts B and C address Assessment Objectives 3 and 4 with candidates asked to
consider two historical sources and a modern extract before answering questions based on
cross-reference and evaluation of a historical interpretation.

Part A is well-answered by most candidates, and the practice of writing two separate
paragraphs beginning ‘one feature'... ‘a second feature’, continues to be the best approach to
answering this question. However some candidates feel the need to write at length in
response to this question rather than focusing on factual information. Lengthy responses are
not needed; what is needed is precise detail in order to receive high marks on this objective
one question. Obviously candidates do not lose marks for over-lengthy answers, but they do
use up valuable time which could be better used on other questions.

It is now rare to see candidates identifying just agreement or disagreement in Question Part
B and most candidates demonstrate a high level of skill in supporting their answers, either by
quoting or paraphrasing the sources. Where centres may want to concentrate their efforts in
preparing candidates is on considering the extent of agreement or disagreement in the two
sources. Some candidates attempt to demonstrate this by repeating what they have already
said in their response, so as to emphasise that there is some agreement and some
disagreement. What they should be doing is considering each source as a whole and then
considering the overall impression given by that source. They will then be able to carry out
matching to see agreement and disagreement but should be able to explain that there are
areas where agreement/disagreement is strong and other areas where it is weak or non-
existent. This should lead to a final conclusion that whatever the agreements/disagreements,
essentially the sources largely agree/disagree.

In Question Part C candidates are becoming increasingly skilled at matching information in
Sources A and B with what is said in the extract and also noting any internal contradictions
within that extract. They must not forget however, that they are required to use their
contextual knowledge to support their arguments. Part C is not an exercise in matching
information between the sources and the extract, though obviously that work has to be
done. Candidates should ask themselves whether what they are reading is in keeping with
what they already know about the topic and use their knowledge to support their arguments.
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A minority of candidates choose to answer the question solely from their own knowledge,
ignoring the sources and extract. This is poor exam technique, as reference to the generic
mark scheme will show that one of the criteria in awarding marks is ‘analysis of the provided
materials’.

Centres are reminded that to reach the highest marks candidates need to reach a judgement
on the validity of the interpretation. Many candidates leave this aspect of their answer until a
concluding final paragraph, but best responses are often those which state their position at
the beginning of their response and follow it through in each paragraph.

Section B questions have three sub-parts:

Part A asks for a candidates to explain two ways in which an aspect of a country’s history in
one period was different from (or similar to) another period. There was clear evidence of
candidates adopting a more comparative approach in this year’s examination, rather than
just giving details from each of the two time periods. Following last year’s report it was
pleasing to see a continuing increase in the use of ‘comparative vocabulary’, such as ‘similarly
or ‘whereas’ in helping demonstrate similarity or difference.

I

Part B continues to be answered well, with the best responses clearly demonstrating a link
between the chosen factors and the given outcome. There was a tendency in some less
successful answers to write ‘around’ the topic, rather than focus on the context given in the
question. For example B2b was a question on medical treatment, not problems faced by
soldiers and B7b was about the success of Shuttle Diplomacy, rather than Shuttle Diplomacy
itself.

Part C asks candidates to consider the extent of change or the causes of that change. The
evidence from this year’s paper suggests that centres have fully understood the need for
candidates to introduce a least one factor in addition to those given in the question. Most
candidates showed good examination technique in answering Part C questions, though they
sometimes failed to provide an explanation of how the hypothesis could be supported and
opposed.

Example Responses

This report provides examples of a top-level responses for each of the three question sub-
parts. Examples have been provided from the most popular options in the expectation that
centres will be able to apply the approach shown in each example to their own chosen
option. Examples have also been provided of responses to questions on the new topic
'Diversity, Rights and Equality in Britain, (1914-1920), as centres may find this of interest.
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Question (A)1

Life in the trenches proved the most popular option and candidates displayed good
knowledge on this topic. Candidates who answered on the Triple Entente scored less well,
with some answers tending to give detail of the formation of the Triple Alliance rather than
concentrating solely on the Triple Entente.

In Part B, candidates had little difficulty identifying similarity and difference between Source
A and Source B and responses were well supported. There were also some impressive
analyses of the extent of support and difference between the two sources. Part C was also
well answered, though there was a tendency among some candidates to approach the
question as if it were simply a question of matching sources A and B against Extract C to
validate the hypothesis. Candidates were not expected to have a detailed knowledge of the
sinking of the Lusitania, but they were expected to have an understanding of the impact of
the sinking and the context in which it took place. The use of contextual knowledge to
support analysis of the sources and extract is vital if responses are to reach the highest level.
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Part A: This candidate has chosen to answer on the Triple Entente.
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/r--a Examiner Comments

Part A: Two features are covered, with each containing specific

information to demonstrate good understanding of the pre-war
period.

This is clearly a top level response.
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Part B: This response considers the degree of support.
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/'--: Examiner Comments

Part B: Note the use of the terms 'in some respects' and 'in many
respects' to show agreement and difference but also to evaluate the
degree of support.

Although the conclusion is not strong, this is a sound top-level
response.
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Part C: A well-written, persuasive response.
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((c) continued) ... MUSH
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Examiner Comments

The response considers evidence from the sources and extract and

uses contextual knowledge to contsruct a balanced argument with a
convincing conclusion.

A high-scoring top-level response.
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Question (A)2

Candidates demonstrated a good knowledge of opposition to the NEP but there was some
confusion about the Bolshevik takeover. Some candidates wrote about the February
revolution and the overthrow of the Tsar, whilst others described events during the civil war.
What was required was details of the October Revolution, establishing the Bolsheviks in
power.

In Part B, candidates readily found similarity and difference between sources A and B,
particularly by analysing the Tsar’s attitude to the Duma. Most candidates noted the strong
agreement between the sources with regard to the expectations of the Tsar, and similarly
strong difference in terms of how successful the Dumas were. Part C was well answered, with
some candidates showing an impressive understanding of the context leading to the
formation of the Dumas and the attempts by the Tsar and his ministers to undermine the
Dumas’ work.
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Part B: A balanced answer.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Note the use of language to show that the degree of support is being
considered e.g. 'mainly disagrees', 'do agree on some aspects'.

Rewarded at top level for demonstrating the degree of support.
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Part A: The candidate has answered on the Bolshevik takeover.
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Examiner Comments

Two features covered. Each has good supporting material and would
be marked at the top level.
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Part C: A rather formulaic approach to the question but high scoring.
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’ Examiner Comments
The response uses contextual knowledge and the information to build
a convincing response. There is an attempt to prioritise factors but this
is not really needed on this question.

There is sufficient here to be rewarded in Level 4.
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Question (A)3

In Part A candidates answered well on Hoovervilles, though some mistakenly thought they
had actually been set up by Hoover himself. Responses on the Palmer raids were less
common, but when chosen, candidates seem to have a good understanding of the topic.

In Part B the difference between the standards of living described in sources A and B was
well noted with candidates also aware that the two sources demonstrated a generally higher
standard of living in the USA then elsewhere. This was an important factor in reaching a
conclusion on the degree of support or difference as the two sources both described wealth
and prosperity but differed in how widespread the prosperity was. This was a key factor in
Part C, where candidates often carried out a very detailed audit of the sources and extract in
answering the question. However, in this option there was less support from contextual
knowledge then that demonstrated in other options. Sometimes the contextual knowledge
provided related to the Wall Street Crash and its consequences, which was not relevant to a
guestion on the roaring twenties.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Some use of incorrect information but plenty in the response to

demonstrate a clear understanding of the role of Hoovervilles, with
two features covered.
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Part B: A balanced response but not well-developed.
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Examiner Comments

The response identifies similarity and difference and considers the
extent of support. The answer reaches Level 3, though needs a little
more development for full marks.
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Part C: A well-written, but predominantly source/extract based response.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a good response with the source and extract interrogated well.

It needs a little more contextual knowledge in support but reaches top
level.
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Question (A)4

Only a small minority of candidates chose to answer on this option. AlImost all candidates
answered on Strategic Hamlets and knew the topic well. Candidates readily found differences
between sources A and B but were less confident on similarities between them. Perhaps the
most obvious similarity was that both sources showed the Paris peace talks led to an
agreement accepted by the US government. The majority of candidates argued strongly that
the Paris agreement did lead directly to the final defeat of South Vietnam with some good
contextual knowledge used to show how difficult it was for South Vietnam to resist renewed
communist offences - even though the USA continued to supply money and material after
the agreement.
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Question (A)5
There were too few candidates answering this question to report on general performance.

Question (B)1

There were too few candidates answering this question to report on general performance.
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Question (B)2

Medicine is a popular topic and there was good knowledge demonstrated in response to the
three questions set. In Part A, candidates tended to focus on improvements in anaesthetics
and a reduction in infection as a result of the work of Lister and Snow. It was unfortunate
that some candidates thought there were no anaesthetics before 1848. Candidates knew a
great deal about the problems of medical treatment during World War One, though some
responses tended to give details of poor conditions and the wide variety of injuries rather
than considering how treatment was difficult. Best responses focused on the problems of X-
rays and blood transfusions, the lack of effective antibiotics and the newness of some of the
medical issues, such as the need for plastic surgery. Most candidates chose the Part C
qguestion on Florence Nightingale and had a good knowledge of women in medicine. In Part
C(ii) there was a strong emphasis on the development of penicillin and the importance of
war, both of which were important factors in bringing about change in medicine.

Part A: An excellent response, based on comparison between the two time periods.
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_‘/'-—-4. Examiner Comments

Very thorough coverage of the move to aseptic surgery, followed by
precise knowledge of how the use of anaesthetics changed in the
period.

Clearly Level Three.
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Part B: A moderate response lacking specific detail.
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/“‘-‘- Examiner Comments

The candidate validly claims that there was a lack of suitable
equipment, but the example given is not valid. Whilst it is true that
there was, as yet, no effective antibiotic, it is untrue to suggest that the
germ theory was not widely accepted in 1914.

A low Level 2 response.
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Part C: A well-answered and balanced response.
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/--.: Examiner Comments
The candidate has addressed three aspects (infection, blood and the
NHS) and explained the importance of each in bringing about changes
in medicine.

There is a well-argued conclusion and the response was marked in the
top level.
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Question (B)3

There were too few candidates answering this question to report on general performance.
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Question (B)4

As always, China proved a popular option, though there were some significant errors
demonstrated in responses to Parts A and B. In Part A, some candidates confused the date
1963 with the introduction of Deng'’s agricultural reforms. Consequently they saw the
differences as between a state-run agricultural system and the introduction of an element of
private enterprise. This was unfortunate, as the real difference was between an independent
agricultural sector in 1949 and a collectivised system in 1963 together with a dramatic decline
in production as a result of famine. On Part B some candidates were unfamiliar with the
Three and Five-anti Campaigns and as a result wrote on measures carried out by Mao during
the Cultural Revolution. This was unfortunate, as the Three - and Five-anti Campaigns are
listed in the specification. Performance on the Part C questions was much stronger and there
were some thoughtful and perceptive analyses of the impact of the one child policy.
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Part A: A response where one factor is debatable.
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Examiner Comments

The response covers the move from private landlord to collectivisation
well at a a Level 3 standard.

The second point is less clear. Is the candidate saying that production
was higher in 1963 because of the Great Leap Forward (which would
be incorrect) or that following 1963 there was an improvement?

The quality of the first difference, together with the possibility of
allowing the second meant the response was marked at low Level 3.
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Part C: A knowledge-based response, lacking in direct focus.
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N | / ResultsPlus

/'--~. Examiner Comments

The candidate has an impressive knowledge of the work of Deng but
chooses to explain the importance of his measures, rather than
consider which was the most significant event in bringing about
change in this period. The candiate has chosen not to write on the
Cultural Revolution, which is surprising in view of its importance.
However, three other aspects are covered.

The lack of direct focus on the question means that the response,
although detailed, could not be marked above Level 3.
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Part B: A high-level response with effective explanation.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Note that the candidate not only provides the reason, but also shows
how that reason brought about Mao's required outcome.
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Question (B)5

Responses to the questions in this option tended to divide between those who knew the
history and those who did not. Candidates who were aware that in the Congo the UN used
force to keep peace and aimed to keep the country together, whereas in Namibia the aim
was to set up an independent country working with the government to build a democratic
state, did well. Equally, in Part B a knowledge of the work of the Refugee Commission and the
use of Nansen Passports was essential in scoring well. Part C answers were restricted almost
exclusively to C (ii) where there was a high level of understanding of the role of the UN in the
Middle East, though the candidates did not always consider the importance of a key turning
point.

57 Int GCSE History 4HI1 02



Question (B)6

This was not a popular option, though there were some good responses. In Part A similarity
was seen between the movements in France and Vietnam in their aim to undermine the
military planning and activities of a more powerful enemy and their use of sabotage. In

Part B most candidates stressed the importance of aircraft carriers enabling air supremacy in
a context where distances were of an extreme nature. In Part C, candidates seemed more
secure in discussing changes in aerial warfare between 1939 and 2000; whilst they showed
knowledge of guerrilla warfare in the late 20th century they were not always able to
demonstrate how far there was change.
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Question (B)7

The Middle East was a popular topic with some excellent knowledge demonstrated in Part A
on the similarities between the war in Lebanon and the Gaza War. Some candidates failed to
score well on Part B as they read the question to be on the causes of shuttle diplomacy,
whereas it actually called for an explanation of the success of shuttle diplomacy. Most
candidates answered C(ii) and demonstrated a good understanding of the significance of the
various wars in the second-half of the 20th century and their importance in relations
between the Arab nations and their Jewish neighbours.
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Question (B)8

This was the first year this new topic has been examined. There was a small number of
candidates but there was a very wide range in the quality of responses.

As is often the case, those responses receiving the highest marks were those which
appreciated that each question required detailed knowledge of an area of content within the
specification and an application of that knowledge to the specific question.

Soin Part A, it was essential that candidates understood that the Sexual Offences Act (1967)
decriminalised homosexual activity carried out between men in private and the
consequences of that legislation. Candidates who did not have that knowledge tended to give
very vague answers suggesting that 'things got better for sexual minorities.', without explaining
how or why.

In Part B, candidates were invited to consider the impact of economic depression on ethnic
tensions in the 1930s. As such answers were expected to focus on the formation of groups
such as the BUF and anti-Semitic demonstrations. Unfortunately some candidates mistakenly
saw this period as being when the Windrush generation began settling in the UK.

In Part C, answers were almost exclusively on changing opportunities for women. There was
some very good knowledge of improvements in opportunities but some candidates failed to
consider whether it was the First World War which played the major role in change, or indeed
whether that change was permanent.
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Part C: A well-argued and informed response.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has chosen a number of key points in the period,
successfully arguing that important though the war was, other factors
were more important.

The level of explanation and supporting contextual knowledge,
together with the judgement made puts this response firmly in Level
Four.
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Part B: Knowledge shown but lacking specific focus.
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"( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The response demonstrates a good understanding of the causes of
increased ethnic tension, but the second point (violent

demonstrations) is very similar to the first point. However, it is possible

to see a distinction between them, so this response was marked at
Level Three.
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Part A: An impressive explanation of the changes resulting from the Act.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate provides two clear differences. The first addresses the
legal position of homosexuals, whilst the second explains how the Act

marked the beginning of a change in public perception of
homsexuality.

A very strong Level Three.
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4HI11_02_SecA

Candidates who failed to label their answer to the Section A questions correctly were marked
in this section.

4HI11 02 SecB

Candidates who failed to label their answer to the Section B questions correctly were marked
in this section.
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Paper Summary

Centres are reminded that the most successful responses demonstrate the following
qualities:

In Section A, Part A, full detail is given of two distinct features.

In Section A, Part B, consideration is given to the extent of the support or difference.

e In Section A, Part C, both sides of the argument are considered and a supported
judgement made.

e In Section B, Part A, direct comparisons are made and supported with detailed contextual
knowledge.

e In Section B, Part B, an explanation of how the given cause led to the stated outcome is
provided.

e In Section B, Part C evidence is provided from at least three aspects of content and a

judgement is made which makes comparisons or considers relative importance.

69 Int GCSE History 4HI1 02



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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