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Introduction

Paper 1: Depth Studies

The assessment requirement was that candidates answer a set of questions from two options

from a choice of eight. The most popular options were:

Option 3: Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918-45.

Option 6: A world divided: superpower relations, 1943-72.

Option 7: A divided union: civil rights in the USA, 1945-74.

The most popular combination of options was:

Option 3 and 6.

Option 3 and 7.

All eight options required candidates to answer three sub-questions on the option topic. Each

question had a different focus and tested a range of assessment objectives. Question (a) required

candidates to identify the impression given by an author based on a small written extract and

tested AO4. Question (b) required candidates to explain two effects and tested AO1 and AO2.

Question (c)(i) and (c)(ii) required candidates to explain, analyse and make judgements about key

features, events, causes, effects and significance and tested AO1 and AO2.

General comments

Across all eight options the following generic comments in relation to each sub-question should

be noted:

In question (a) selecting information to support the impression will limit the answer to marks

within Level 2; to move into Level 3 the answer requires analysis of how the impression has been

created by consideration of the author’s selection of evidence, tone, emphasis or omission.

In question (b) knowledge of the effect is not in itself sufficient, there is a requirement to explain

the effect in terms of how the given issue in the question has led to/brought about the

outcome(s).

In question (c) knowledge needs to be used to develop an answer that considers the issue raised

by the question and a criteria-based judgement is made. As well as the precise issue the question

is focused on, candidates should pay careful attention to the requisite second-order concept (ie

causation, consequence, significance), and the given date range.

2 Int GCSE History 4HI1 01R



Question 3(x)

Option 3: Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918-45

This option was attempted by many candidates and on the whole was answered well.

In question (a) many candidates were able to identify the impression given by the author about

the Weimar Constitution, typically along the lines of it was not accepted/not liked by the German

people. Candidates who scored marks in Level 2 (3-4 marks) were able to support their inference

of the impression by selecting examples of language used by the author. Those candidates who

moved into Level 3 (5-6 marks) also considered the author’s treatment, emphasis and selection of

material in order to explicitly show aspects of how the author created the impression that was

inferred.

In question (b) many candidates were able to explain the effects of the Allied bombing campaigns

on Germany during the Second World War, with common effects being the impact on civilians

and morale of the German people. A few candidates noted that an effect was that the bombing

campaigns impacted industrial war production. All were creditworthy and what differentiated

candidates was the accuracy of the information they used (AO1) and the extent of the explanation

in relation to the outcome (AO2). Some less successful responses lacked relevance, a common

mistake was trying to suggest that the allied bombing was the cause of rationing. There were a

small number of candidates who didn’t know what the word allied referred to and therefore

couldn’t answer the question. It was not enough for candidates to just describe the effect. It is

important for candidates to realise that in this question it is about the effect ‘of’ something ‘on’

something. Whilst this was perhaps not a part of the specification which seemed as well known

by candidates, many were able to make use of the knowledge that they did have to explain how it

brought about the effects they chose to write about.

In question (c) candidates who clearly focused material towards the question from the start of

points tended to do better. The strongest responses were able to sustain a focus on the demands

of the question, deploying their knowledge to discussion of the appropriate second-order

concept, eg significance or causation. Some responses included effective judgements at the end

of each point, eg explaining the relative importance of the point under discussion.

On (c)(i), most candidates were fairly secure in their knowledge of the main reason for the

recovery of Germany in the years 1923-1929. Candidates chose a range of points with the most

popular being the Dawes Plan, the Rentenmark and Germany’s membership of the League of

Nations. A good number of candidates demonstrated detailed and accurate knowledge. It should

be noted that many candidates chose not to use the Locarno Treaties as an aspect to discuss with

some candidates showing an obvious lack of specific knowledge of the Locarno Treaties. The

highest-scoring responses typically explored three points, included detailed knowledge and made

a clear judgement or hierarchy throughout.

On (c)(ii), most candidates were able to offer a sufficient range of reasons as to what Nazi policies

had the most significant impact on the lives of the German people. The main issue was that many

responses were very generic on education itself and often did not offer much specific detail

beyond boys did sport and girls learnt to be good wives. For some candidates this question

allowed for sophisticated responses with the best answers having a clear rationale for what had

Int GCSE History 4HI1 01R 3



the most impact. For example, everyone was impacted by the economy, hence that was impactful

on German people as a whole. A minority of candidates did wander into description of factors

without a clear rationale.
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The answer for question (a) saw the candidate identify an impression with some support.

There is an attempt to get into the idea of tone and mission which it then backs up with the

language used to achieve a low Level 3 mark. In question (b) the candidate was able to

identify two effects. The response attempts to use knowledge to explain the effects of allied

bombing but does not fully develop these. Although there is more than one effect, they are

operating at Level 2. In question (c) the candidate understands the question’s analytical

demands and attempts to develop the consequences of the Nazi policies, producing a

response which achieves secure Level 3. The explanation is mainly directed at the demands

of the question, and sound, accurate and relevant material is used, although it could be

more precisely selected and developed.

8 Int GCSE History 4HI1 01R



Int GCSE History 4HI1 01R 9



10 Int GCSE History 4HI1 01R



Int GCSE History 4HI1 01R 11



12 Int GCSE History 4HI1 01R



Int GCSE History 4HI1 01R 13



The answer for question (a) saw the candidate identify an impression and support it with

detail from the extract and consider emphasis and selection to achieve a top Level 3 mark.

In question (b) the candidate was able to identify two effects and support them with

knowledge. Only the second effect shows how they led to an outcome and so satisfied the

requirements of low Level 3. In question (c) the candidate accessed the top of Level 3 as

there was an explanation given, showing some analysis. Knowledge was mostly accurate

with some errors that showed good knowledge and understanding. The overall judgement is

given with some justification.
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Question 6(x)

Option 6: A world divided: superpower relations, 1943-72

This option was attempted by many candidates and on the whole was answered well.

In question (a) most candidates were able to identify a valid impression, typically along the lines

of Soviet influence growing as a result of intimidation.

Many candidates supported this by selecting the author’s language, and those who explicitly

considered how the author’s choice of words or selection of material helped form this impression

moved into Level 3 (5-6 marks). Some candidates struggled to find an omission.

However omission is only one way for candidates to show consideration of authors selection.

In question (b) some candidates had thorough and precise knowledge regarding the effects of the

moves towards détente on the Cold War in the years 1963-1972.

The best answers knew specific details and could discuss effects much better.

There was a lack of consistency with how this question was answered.

A significant number of candidates showed uncertainty about the term détente. Some gave

generalised answers without giving specific detail.

In question (c)(i) candidates generally had good knowledge of relevant issues, with candidates

typically writing about issues such as the Soviet invasion of Hungary or the nuclear arms race to

consider the question’s proposition. There was generally good knowledge of the Soviet Union’s

defence of the Warsaw Pact and other issues such as protests and popular risings against

communist rule. Many candidates highlighted that the Korean War had a major impact on

relations as did Khrushchev’s attempts to reshape communist control with de-Stalinisation. Only

a minority considered the part played by the setting up of military alliances during the 1950s.

Some responses did cover events outside of the 1950s, such as the U2 incident and Cuba which

could not be credited.

In (c)(ii) many candidates showed good knowledge and a clear analytical focus, with issues

covered including the refugee problem and Khrushchev.

Many candidates highlighted the propaganda disaster that the refugee problem was for the East

German leadership. Some responses covered events outside of the timeframe and struggled with

the chronology but most did not drift from the timeframe and had a clear grasp of aspects such

as the U2 incident.
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The answer for question (a) saw the candidate identify an impression and support it with

detail from the extract and consider emphasis and selection and achieve a top Level 3 mark.

In question (b) the candidate was able to identify two effects and support them with

knowledge. Only the second effect shows how they led to an outcome and so satisfied the

requirements of low Level 3. In question (c) the candidate accessed the middle of Level 3 as

there was an explanation given showing some analysis. There was some good but limited

knowledge and understanding. The judgement was given with some justification.
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The answer for question (a) saw the candidate identify an impression and support it with

detail from the extract and consider emphasis and selection and achieve a top Level 3 mark.

In question (b) the candidate was able to identify one effect, support it with knowledge and

show how it led to an outcome and so satisfied fully the requirements of Level 3, however as

the second effect is not valid the answer can only achieve Level 2. In question (c) the

candidate accessed the middle of Level 4 as there was analytical explanation, accurate and

precisely selected information and a judgement. Criteria for the judgement is needed for full

marks.
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Question 7(x)

Option 7: A divided union: civil rights in the USA, 1945-74

In question (a) many candidates were able to identify an impression given by the author

regarding the Selma March, such as it offers an impression that the reaction to the Selma March

was excessive and that the marchers were treated badly. Some others inferred that the

impression was negative and that the public were horrified.

The vast majority of candidates were able to support these using evidence from the extract, and

many demonstrated how this had been created by emphasising the phrases used by the author

or with reference to material that was omitted.

In question (b) most candidates were able to write about some relevant effects of the women’s

liberation movement on the USA.

Knowledge was generally strong with some high scoring answers discussing an effect was the

success of campaigning over reproductive rights or that it contributed to the extension of laws

banning discrimination.

Many candidates recognised that an effect was that it provoked a conservative reaction.

Candidates who had precise knowledge were usually able to explain the effects on the USA, with

many developing clear points.

Some candidates explored the negative effects of the women’s liberation movement, which made

for an interesting range of arguments.

Question (c)(i) tended to be well answered, with most candidates being able to offer focused

reasons for whether the main reason for the Red Scare was the Cold War. Candidates typically

covered the Cold War and the best answers argued that concerns over the domestic threat of

communism began in tandem with the Cold War events in the mid to late 1940s. Alongside the

given point of the Hiss and Rosenberg cases, candidates typically covered the ‘fall of China’ in

1949 and the outbreak of war in Korea explained how they fuelled concerns over domestic

communism. Many candidates showed detailed knowledge and understanding of McCarthy and

the consequences of his claims and his personal motivation.

In question (c)(ii) most candidates were able to cover a range of consequences of civil rights

protests. A small number included events outside of the date range in the question, most

frequently moving into the 1960s. The majority were able to offer valid material on the given

issue of desegregation within transport with nearly all offering the Montgomery Bus Boycott and

some more nuanced examples. Most candidates were able to offer a range of issues. Most

included the case of Brown v Topeka and Little Rock. Stronger responses, as well as offering more

specific detail, were more likely to focus this carefully towards an analysis of significance. Good

answers thought about the impact a Supreme Court decision could have on all states with a few

being able to cite that if Brown had been successful, there would have been no need for Brown II

or Little Rock.
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The answer for question (a) saw the candidate identify an impression and support it with

detail from the extract and consider emphasis and selection and achieve a top Level 3 mark.

In question (b) the candidate gave generalised information about the topic for the first effect

which would achieve Level 1. The second effect showed a valid consequence with some

support that goes beyond general so can achieve a low Level 2. In question (c) the candidate

accessed the middle of Level 3 as there was an explanation given showing some analysis.

There was some good but limited knowledge and understanding. The judgement was given

but insecure.
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The answer for question (a) saw the candidate identify an impression and support it with

detail from the extract and consider emphasis and selection to achieve a top Level 3 mark.

In question (b) the candidate was able to identify two effects, support them with knowledge

and show how they led to an outcome and so satisfied fully the requirements of Level 3.

Although both effects are Level 3, the first one is weaker hence this answer achieves mid-

Level 3. In question (c) the candidate accessed the top of Level 4 as there was analytical

explanation, accurate and precisely selected information and a judgement. Criteria for the

judgement were offered and justified.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• In general, candidates who used their time effectively performed best. Through not writing

excessive amounts for the (a) and (b) questions, they ensured sufficient time for the (c) essay

questions.

• For (a) questions, candidates do not need to demonstrate multiple impressions – it is better

to clearly explain one and try to demonstrate how it has been deliberately created. Consider

how the impression has been created via the author’s use of language or selection of

material.

• Responses which focused carefully on the precise demands of the question were more

successful. For the (b) question, ensuring that they write not just about the event or issues

behind the effect, but the effect exactly. The key to achieve a top-level answer is to show how

the consequence led to the outcome.

• For the (c) question, ensuring the response is consistently focused on the appropriate

second-order consequence, eg cause, consequence or significance.

• For (c) questions, candidates who reach and explain judgements at the end of the paragraphs

in the main body of their essay (eg each reason or consequence), are generally best placed to

give a conclusion which weighs these up.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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