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Introduction

Paper 1 : Depth Studies

The assessment requirement was that candidates answer a set of questions from two
options from a choice of eight. The most popular options were:

Option 3 : Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918-45

Option 6 : A world divided: superpower relations, 1943-72

Option 7 : A divided union: civil rights in the USA, 1945-74

and the most popular combination of options was:

Option 3 and 6

Option 3 and 7.

All eight options required candidates to answer three sub-questions on the option topic.
Each question had a different focus and tested a range of assessment objectives. Question
(a) required candidates to identify the impression given by an author based on a small
written extract and tested AO4. Question (b) required candidates to explain two effects and
tested AO1 and AO2. Question (ci) and (cii) required candidates explain, analyse and make
judgements about key features, events, causes, effects and significance and tested AO1 and
AO2.

General comments

Across all eight options the following generic comments in relation to each sub question
should be noted:

In question (a) selecting information to support the impression will limit the answer to marks
within level 2; to move into level 3 the answer requires analysis of how the impression has
been created by consideration of the author’s selection of evidence, tone, emphasis or
omission.

In question (b) knowledge of the effect is not in itself sufficient, there is a requirement to
explain the effect in terms of how the given issue in the question has led to/brought about
the outcome(s).

In question (c) knowledge needs to be used to develop an answer that considers the issue
raised by the question and a criteria-based judgement is made. As well as the precise issue
the question is focused on, candidates should pay careful attention to the requisite second-
order concept (i.e. causation, consequence, significance), and the given date range.
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Question 3

Option 3: Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918-45

This option was attempted by many candidates and on the whole was answered well.

In question (a) many candidates were able to identify that the impression given by the author
about the Kaiser’s abdication, typically along the lines of he had no choice / it was forced by
the SPD. Candidates who scored marks in level 2 (3-4 marks) were able to support their
inference of the impression by selecting examples of language used by the author. Those
candidates who moved into level 3 (5-6 marks) also considered the author’s treatment,
emphasis and selection of material in order to create the impression that was inferred.

In question (b) many candidates were able to explain the effects of Nazi rule on education in
Germany, with common effects being children were indoctrinated, it enforced gender roles, it
created antisemitism amongst children or it undermined the quality of education. All were
credit worthy and what differentiated candidates was the accuracy of the information they
used (AO1) and the extent of the explanation in relation to the outcome (AO2). It was not
enough for candidates to just describe the effect. It is important for candidates to realise that
in this question it is about the effect ‘of’ something ‘on’ something .

In question (c) (ci) was the more popular. In both questions candidates who clearly focused
material towards the question from the start of points tended to do better, as opposed to
detailing the point with a brief link to the question at the end of the paragraph. On (ci), some
students were less secure in their knowledge of Hindenburg’s role than other factors.
Candidates who chose points which they were more confident in relating to the question
tended to perform better, e.g. many candidates chose to write about the Munich Putsch;
however, some of these were not able to explain how this helped Hitler become Chancellor
ten years later. A minority of candidates also included points beyond the parameters of the
question, e.g. the Reichstag Fire. Those who could ensure that reasons were clearly linked to
the question were more likely to secure marks in level 4, and the majority included more
directly related reasons, e.g. the Great Depression or Weimar’s weaknesses/failings.
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This response scored 30 marks.
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The answer for question (a) saw the candidate identify an impression
and support it with detail from the extract and consider emphasis and
selection and achieve a top level 3 mark. In question (b) the candidate
was able to identify two effects support them with knowledge and
show how they led to an outcome and so satisfied fully the
requirements of level 3. In question (c) the candidate accessed the top
of level 4 as there was analytical explanation, accurate and precisely
selected information and a judgement. Criteria for the judgement were
offered and justified.
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Question 6

Option 6: A world divided: superpower relations, 1943–72

This option was attempted by many candidates and on the whole was answered well.

In question (a) many candidates were able to identify the impression given by the author in
to relations between the two superpowers, inferring that they were positive, or had made
significant improvement. Many supported this by selecting the author’s language, and those
who considered the author’s selection and lack of balance moved into level 3 (5-6 marks).

In question (b) many candidates had thorough and precise knowledge regarding the effects
of the Potsdam Conference; it was those who explained how this brought about the effects
they chose to write about who achieved the higher level.

In question (c) (cii) was marginally more popular than (ci). In (ci) candidates generally had
good knowledge of relevant issues, although a minority did not always maintain their focus
on consequences, e.g. writing about reasons for the Berlin Crisis. In (cii) many candidates
showed good knowledge and a clear analytical focus, with issues covered including the arms
race, Korean War, Hungarian Rising, Germany joining NATO and Khrushchev’s policy of
peaceful coexistence. Some responses did cover events outside of the 1950s, which could not
be credited, e.g. the Cuban Missile Crisis.
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This response scored 21 marks.
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The answer for question (a) saw the candidate identify an impression
with some support, to achieve a level 2 mark. In question (b) the
candidate was able to identify two effects. The response attempts to
use knowledge to explain how Potsdam brought about these effects,
but does not fully develop these, and so achieves a lower level 3. In
question (c) the candidate understands the question’s analytical
demands and attempts to develop the consequences of the Berlin
Crisis, producing a response which achieves secure level 3. The
explanation is mainly directed at the demands of the question, and
sound accurate and relevant material is used, although it could be
more precisely selected and developed.
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Question 7

Option 7: A divided union: civil rights in the USA, 1945-74

In question (a) many candidates were able to identify the impression given by the author
regarding the methods used by Martin Luther King. Many inferred that the impression was
that the methods used were successful and supported this by selecting words and phrases
used by the author.

In question (b) candidates who had precise knowledge were able to explain the effects on the
USA of the Red Scare, with many developing clear points on the increase in hysteria and
fears, the impact on federal and other employees, or the impact on Hollywood, the media or
politics. Some were confused over detail, e.g. conflating McCarthy and HUAC, or seeing the
Rosenbergs and Hiss as being victims of McCarthy.

In question (c) (cii) proved to be more popular than (ci), although (ci) tended to be well
answered, with candidates proving to be knowledgeable about the women’s movement. In
(cii) candidates were well versed in the impact that the death of Emmett Till had on civil rights
in the 1950s, and the vast majority also examined the Montgomery Bus Boycott and either
Little Rock or Brown v Topeka. Some responses were overly descriptive, but the vast majority
were able to relate their points to increasing civil rights to some degree, and there were
many consistently focused analytical responses. A small minority did write about events
outside of the date range in question.
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This response scored 30 marks.
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The answer for question (a) saw the candidate identify an impression
and support it with detail from the extract and consider emphasis and
selection and achieve a top level 3 mark. In question (b) the candidate
was able to identify two effects support them with knowledge and
show how they led to an outcome and so satisfied fully the
requirements of level 3. In question (c) the candidate accessed the top
of level 4 as there was analytical explanation, accurate and precisely
selected information and a judgement. Criteria for the judgement were
offered and justified.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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