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Introduction

The exam was taken by around 1,300 candidates, representing an increase of around one-
third since 2023.

Candidates continued to provide evidence of well-focused community action projects and
often a strong commitment to social and environmental justice.

There was little to no evidence of candidates running out of time. A large proportion of the
cohort produced substantial answers to questions 11, 21 and 22(b) without apparent
difficulty.

Many candidates made sustained and detailed use of contemporary events such as the war
in Ukraine, social movements such as Black Lives Matter, and the climate emergency. This

reflects well on high quality teaching and learning that is focused appropriately on key 215t
century challenges and opportunities for global citizenship.
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Question 1

Many candidates provided a clear account of their community action project spread
throughout the four question sub-items. None of the sub-items created difficulties for
candidates in terms of question interpretation. There was evidence however of the varying
extent to which candidates had been properly prepared for some of the written tasks. Some
candidates had a far more secure understanding of the difference between primary and
secondary data, for example. They were more likely to focus their answer in part (c) on
creating impact, rather than simply carrying out the activity. In summary, the strengths and
weaknesses of candidates across the four sub-items were as follows.

e 1a At the upper end, candidates provided detailed reasons clearly linked to pressing social
or environmental justice concerns, usually substantiated with selectively chosen evidence.
At the lower end, candidates were more likely to assert that a particular issue such as
climate change is a problem that needs fixing.

e 1b At the upper end, candidates provided details of valid primary research methods.
Typically, these consisted of surveys carried out with the public or fellow students, and
depth interviews with professionals or teachers at their college. Some candidates included
details of the sample size and the number of people they asked questions to. At the upper
end, candidates provided good details of where the research was carried out and why. Full
credit was allowed for candidates whose research was carried out on the school grounds,
provided they could explain whereabouts on the school premises they carried out their
qguestionnaires, or which year groups and classrooms they visited. At the lower end,
candidates either did not know what primary research is or provided short and
generalised answers.

e 1c At the upper end, candidates focused on the impact of their action, and the steps they
had taken to maximise emotional or visual impact on their audience. At the lower end,
candidates listed the two actions they undertook, for example the production of a poster,
with no explanation of how they tried to increase its impact.

¢ 1d Most candidates were able to securely attain a middle-band mark by explaining in
general terms the importance of planning and knowing what other people are thinking.
Answers reaching the top band tended to provide more specific details that applied
directly to their own experience, as opposed to generic reasons about why planning and
listening to other people are always important.
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Question 8 (a)

The majority of candidates were able to analyse and interpret the source in order to provide
two reasons for the recent fall in the number of fully democratic countries. Most answers
were focused on a rise in military takeovers, alongside widespread popular support from
citizens. Candidates scoring full marks were more likely to make additional use of
contemporary case studies or citizenship concepts in support of their answers. Some of the
best answers seen noted that several countries holding democratic elections are no longer in
practise democracies because of the way elected leaders have held on to power and stifled
opposition. They are therefore no longer ‘fully’ democratic. Such detailed attention to the
wording of the question was laudable.
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Read Source A and answer question 8,

8 (a) Using Source A and your own knowledge, explain two reasons for the recent fall
in the number of fully democratic countries.

(4)
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Examiner Comments

This answer provides a good blend of source analysis and the
candidate’s own understanding of political systems and contemporary
issues.

Int GCSE Global Citizenship 4GL1 01 6




- =

Read Source A and answer question 8.

8 (a) Using Source A and your own knowledge, explain two reasons for the recent fall
in the number of fully democratic countries.

(4)
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Examiner Comments

This answer correctly identifies two reasons appearing in Source A but
does not develop the answers further using learned knowledge and
understanding.
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Question 8 (b)

The wording of the question allowed credit to be given to the simple statement that citizens
may ‘lose their rights’ as a result of some instances of autocratic rule. To score both marks,
candidates were required to further develop this answer for example by explaining that
citizens may lose the right to vote in elections. Further marks were not awarded for naming
an example, such as North Korea. Thus, the statement ‘people have fewer rights because of
autocratic rule, for example in North Korea' is only worth one mark because it does not
explain the impact on citizens.

. . . ]

(b) Using your own knowledge, explain one impact of autocratic rule on the rights or g
freedoms of the citizens of a country. 3

(2) :
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(Total for Question 8 = 6 marks) 3
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/--.. Examiner Comments

This response gained full marks using a specific example of human
rights and explaining the implications of autocratic rule.
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Question 9

At the upper end, candidates provided 2 detailed reasons for the spread of Western culture.
Popular choices included the power and influence of transnational corporations especially
those in the media sector such as Disney, Microsoft and Netflix. Many candidates provided a
clear explanation of the historical dominance of Western culture as a direct result of
colonialism and enforced cultural change on the global South. At the lower end of the mark
range, candidates were more likely to provide simple statements with little or no emphasis
on the spread of Western ideas as opposed to culture in general.

Read Source B and answer question 9.

9 Using your own knowledge, explain two reasons for the global spread of
Western culture.

1. TR v bee  vork WestiM omgonnel

%j ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Scoring full marks, this answer provides 2 detailed reasons for the
spread of Western culture. There is evidence of strong learning and
teaching of this topic.
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Question 10 (a)

The mark scheme shows the answers that were accepted, such as rising costs of health care.
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Question 10 (b)

This question required candidates to use their own knowledge. Therefore, no credit for
extended source analysis was given.

(b) Using your own knowledge, explain one reason for increased longevity.
(2)

N\

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

In this example, the candidate uses their own detailed knowledge of
medical and health improvements that contribute to increased
longevity.
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(b) Using your own knowledge, explain one reason for increased longevity.
(2)
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Examiner Comments

In this example, the candidate is awarded 1 mark for the general

understanding that improved health care is a reason for increased

longevity. However, the point has been developed using material taken

directly from the source, whereas the question directed candidates to
use their own knowledge instead
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Question 10 (¢)

This was a relatively challenging question that asked candidates to apply their own
knowledge to the source material dealing with extreme longevity. The question provided an
opportunity for candidates to apply ideas surrounding cultural change and conflict to a
scenario where a population is ageing and older people are holding onto power and
influence. The best answers suggested a clear developed impact as shown in the example
below.

(c) Using Source C and your own knowledge, suggest one possible impact of
‘extreme longevity’ on a country’s culture.
(2)
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded two marks. The candidate clearly
understands what the source is showing, namely that older people
may be holding on to power and influence for longer than in the past.
The candidate has developed this point, using their own understanding
of cultural change, to create a creditable answer suggesting that
traditional cultural values may be less likely to change as a result.
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Question 11

This question followed logically from the three sources candidates had been shown. The
statement was phrased simply enough for lower ability candidates to frame a simple but
effective debate. At the lower end, candidates stated that governments have ‘all the power’
over citizens' lives but the internet ‘can cause change too'. Typically, such statements were
generalised and contained little development beyond two or three sentences of writing. In
contrast, answers at the top end were typically one or even two pages long. Candidates
provided detailed, structured analysis of different ways in which political change can impact
on the lives of citizens, for example through changes in taxation, human rights laws, or even
military conscription in the case of Ukraine. In their counterargument, high-scoring
candidates provided a structured explanation of global cultural changes by, for example,
debating changes in diet, language and the spread of progressive ideas. Candidates
referenced liberal movements such as Black Lives Matter in recent years.

Int GCSE Global Citizenship 4GL1 01
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11 ‘National political changes have a far greater impact on the lives of citizens than the
spread of global culture does!

Provide reasoned arguments to support and oppose this statement.
(9)
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/---.. Examiner Comments

The following answer scored a high mark in the top band. A balanced
and detailed account is given of both sides of the argument.

The mark scheme shows all answers that were credited. High-scoring candidates were
typically able to name a valid organisation.
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11 ‘National political changes have a far greater impact on the lives of citizens than the
spread of global culture does!

Provide reasoned arguments to support and oppose this statement.

(9)
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.". Examiner Comments

The following answer scored a middle-band mark. The content is
relatively generalised and ideas are not supported with evidence. That
is however a balance between the two arguments and a clear focus is
sustained throughout. With the inclusion of more evidence or
citizenship concepts and ideas, this candidate would have reached the
top band.
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Question 18 (b)

I

Since this question was originally written, ChatGPT has become a feature of many students
lives. As a result, some candidates provided credible answers based upon their own
experience of using artificial intelligence as part of their studies. The source also provided
information that could be used in the answer.

(b) Using Source D and your own knowledge, explain two benefits associated with
the use of artificial intelligence (Al). B This redces Clritreh -v’P«-Q-O'“J’m
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

In the following example, the candidate has used source material and
added their own knowledge to create a response that is deserving of
full marks.
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Question 19 (a)

For the award of 2 marks, candidates were expected to develop their response using specific
citizenship knowledge or ideas. Only 1 mark was awarded for the simple logical connection
that ‘lack of education and skills may result in people earning less money therefore a
country’s income does not grow’. Nothing is done in such an answer to extend the basic idea
that skills equate with wealth. Higher-scoring responses were more likely to be specific about
the education and skills that may help countries to ‘take off’ economically, for example larger
numbers of university graduates. Some candidates explained how education can help a
developing country transition away from agriculture towards higher income occupations in
industry and the service sector.

f N

Read Source E and answer question 19,

19 (a) Based on your own knowledge, explain one way in which education disparities
could affect the economic growth of low-income countries.
(2)
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/'--. Examiner Comments

This answer only scored 1 mark because there is no creditable
development beyond the simple link that education and skills may lead
to a greater income for people and countries.
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r

Read Source E and answer question 19,

19 (a) Based on your own knowledge, explain one way in which education disparities
could affect the economic growth of low-income countries.
(2)

_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer scored 2 marks because there is a creditable development
beyond the simple link between skills and money.
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Question 19 (b)

At the upper end of the mark range, high-scoring candidates explained that the SDGs can be
used by governments to set targets, or by third parties including charities and businesses
who want to identify issues or countries they can support. At the lower end, candidates
showed weaker understanding of governance. They stated that ‘the sustainable development
goals will provide the money needed to end hunger and improve the position of women in
society.’ This represents a misunderstanding of what the SDGs are, and their wider
relationship to the work of the United Nations and its agencies.
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(b) Based on your own knowledge, explain how the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) can help countries to end hunger and achieve gender equality.

(4)
End hunger
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Examiner Comments

The following answer scored full marks. The candidate shows secure
understanding of how the SDGs play a role in global development
processes, along with other stakeholders and agencies.
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Question 20

At the upper end of the mark range, high scoring candidates showed secure understanding
of the circular economy concept. Their answers made explicit reference to the circular reuse
of components and materials as part of intelligently designed products. The best answers
understood key limitations such as the fact that not all components can be reused or
recycled due to their chemical or physical composition. There are also cost implications
especially for businesses in contexts where there is inadequate support to help them
transition from current modes of production to more sustainable ones. At the lower end of
the mark range, candidates produced a generic answer that would equally suit a question
asking what the strengths and limitations of recycling are. While such answers were
creditable, they were unlikely to reach full marks without showing an explicit understanding
of what the circular economy represents.

Int GCSE Global Citizenship 4GL1 01
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Read Source F and answer question 20.

20 Based on Source F and your own knowledge, explain one strength and one limitation
of the circular economy idea.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

The following answer scored full marks. It shows secure understanding
of the circular economy concept.

25 Int GCSE Global Citizenship 4GL1 01



Read Source F and answer question 20.

20 Based on Source F and your own knowledge, explain one strength and one limitation
of the circular economy idea.

Strength
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Examiner Comments

The following answer scored two marks. The candidate has identified a
basic strength and limitation of recycling schemes in general as
opposed to the more specific circular economy idea.

...................................................................
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Question 21

Most candidates produced a coherent answer that addressed both sides of the statement. At
the lower end, comments were typically short and generalised. Candidates asserted that
social media is ‘a great way to spread messages now that everyone has a phone’. Whereas at
the top end of the marking range, candidates provided specific evidence of campaigning
around development challenges and issues that have been successfully carried out using
social media, for example raising awareness of LGBTQ+ issues or democratic campaigning -
many candidates referenced the events of the Arab Spring from the previous decade for
example. The best answers recognised that although sharing via social media is an easy way
to spread information, it is not always the most effective way of provoking change (there is
still a place for old fashioned campaigning and protesting in the real world).
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@ "The easiest way to tackle global development challenges is to use social media to :
raise awareness of the issues! §

Provide reasoned arguments to support and oppose this statement.
(9)
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The following answer scored a top-band mark - the answer is well
balanced and detailed. The candidate uses citizenship concepts, ideas
and evidence throughout.
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21 'The easiest way to tackle global development challenges is to use social media to
raise awareness of the issues!

Provide reasoned arguments to support and oppose this statement.
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Examiner Comments

The following answer scored a middle-band mark. The answer is more
generalised and would have benefited from evidence-based argument.
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Question 22 (a)

A significant number of candidates were unable to answer question 22(a) which focused on
the global Commons. Given the relatively high tariff of 5 marks this will have impacted on
their overall result. Candidates should be reminded that they do need to be familiar with all
key terminology in the specification. Inability to access a particular question may result in
four or five marks being lost which may impact on the final grade awarded.

22 (a) Explain what is meant by the Global Commons.
(5)
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded full marks.
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Question 22 (b)

Given its focus on climate change, this was a response which provoked strong arguments and
critical thinking from middle and higher ability candidates. The best answers were extremely
detailed and included a range of evidence for global governance, such as the Paris
Agreement, net-zero targets and carbon trading schemes. High scoring answers were usually
well balanced, with candidates counterarguing that climate change will also be stopped by
actions taken at the national, city-region or citizen scale. Many candidates drew on examples
from their own country in support of their answers.
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(b) ‘Climate change will only be stopped by the introduction of stronger
international laws.

How far do you agree with this view?
- Consider how this statement might apply to your own and other countries.

+ Use evidence from different Global Citizenship contexts to help support your
argument.

« Give reasons for your oplnlon, showing you have considered different points

of view.
(15)
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\/ ( ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate reached the top band. This is a sustained response that
meets all the assessment objectives well. Evidence and argument are
used extremely well throughout.
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Paper Summary

A significant number of candidates were unable to answer question 22(a) which focused on
the Global Commons. Given the relatively high tariff of 5 marks, this will have impacted on
their overall result. Candidates should be reminded that they do need to be familiar with all
key terminology in the specification. Inability to access a particular question may result in 4
or 5 marks being lost which may impact on the final grade awarded

Candidates should be reminded of the importance of understanding and recognising all of
the key terminology used in the specification in section A, which is devoted to the action

project. This year, some candidates were unable to differentiate between primary and
secondary data for example.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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