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Introduction

The first sitting of this specification for Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Geography took
place in 2019. Due to the global Covid-19 pandemic, there were only small entries for this
examination made in 2020 and 2021 with a return to larger cohorts for 2022.

In the 2023 series, there were no reductions in the number of marks for any sections of the
paper, and both familiar and unfamiliar fieldwork contexts were included.

This Examiner’s report is intended to provide an insight into performance on Paper 2: Human
Geography, in particular analysing the majority of questions in terms of what went well and
where common mistakes and underperformance were evident. Exemplar responses from
‘real’ scripts have been used to demonstrate good practice and highlight common pitfalls
encountered by candidates.

The paper consists of 3 sections. In this series candidates answered two 25-mark questions
from Section A, one 20-mark question from Section B, and one 35-mark question from
Section C. The fieldwork questions in Section B included questions on both familiar and
unfamiliar fieldwork contexts. The total number of marks for the paper was 105.

The examination includes multiple-choice questions, short, open response, calculations and
extended response questions. The exam command words which are used in the paper are
defined in the specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the
Assessment Objectives (AOs).

In Section A, candidates choose two questions from Economic Activity and Energy, Rural
Environments or Urban Environments. Candidates answer two of these questions. The final
part is an 8-mark extended response question that targets AO3 and AO4.

In Section B, candidates choose one out of three fieldwork related questions relating to
Economic Activity and Energy, Rural Environments or Urban Environments. In this paper
there are short response questions based on an unfamiliar fieldwork context followed by an
8-mark extended response question based on a familiar fieldwork context.

In Section C, candidates choose one out of three questions covering Fragile Environments
and Climate Change, Globalisation and Migration or Development and Human Welfare. This
section includes a range of question types finishing with a 12-mark extended response
question which targets AO2, AO3 and AO4.
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An important part of the extended response question is the particular command word that is
used. The use of ‘analyse’, ‘evaluate’ or ‘discuss’ requires candidates to consider how to
address these in their response, moving beyond simple explanations and demonstration of
knowledge. While many candidates are attempting to address these command words, many
still need to ensure that they have made relevant comments to demonstrate they have
addressed these command words. These extended response questions also require clear use
of the resources. The questions include text to remind candidates to refer to the resources.
In general, candidates usually attempted to include use of the resources provided.
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Question 1 (c)

In this type of question, it is very important to use information directly from the resource.

In this response, there is evidence from the photography through the
reference to the water body, and then explanation of how this
influences the location in terms of being able to transport resources.

2 marks.

In this type of response, it is very important to use information directly
from the resource. Hence the need to use clear evidence from what is
shown, rather than what might be assumed.
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Question 1 (e)

The 3-mark 'explain' questions are less common, but can be challenging since there is a need
to show a double development of the ideas.

For this question, there needs to be identification of a change that takes place to secondary
sector employment that is shown in the resource. Further marks are then awarded for
explanation of this reason.

In this response, the candidate recognises the decrease shown for
Germany and links this to a global shift in manufacturing as the reason
and develops this further by suggesting where the employment may
have moved to.

3 marks.

These 3-mark 'suggest' questions can be challenging since they require
'double development'. Candidates should be reminded that they need
not copy the stem of the question before starting to give the reason.
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Question 1 (f)

The majority of candidates were able to identify advantages and disadvantages of using non-
renewable energy resources. Occasionally they would get these mixed up with renewable
energy resources, but this was not common.

This is a clear 2+2 response with developed ideas about a reliable
supply of energy and the production of greenhouse gases.

4 marks.
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This response was more limited but does provide a basic advantage
and disadvantage, so just 1+1 – 2 marks as there is no development of
these ideas.
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Question 1 (g)

The majority of candidates were able to identify a suitable developed country and ways that
they are trying to increase energy security.

Answers usually focused on having a wider energy mix and reducing consumption. On
occasion candidates would not provide the right country context, instead choosing a
developing or emerging country context. It is important that candidates read the question
carefully to ensure they are providing a response with the right country context.

This response has a suitable country context but only a basic idea
about trading and using a different energy source, but they are both
quite vague.

2 marks.
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This is a clear 2+2 response with very clear explanation related to the
UK and the idea of offshore windfarms and increasing solar panels.
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Question 1 (h)

These 8-mark style questions required the blending of the use of resource(s) provided with
the candidates own knowledge and understanding.

They are not case study questions, but are in fact much more applied. The same skill, with
the same Assessment Objectives, (AO3 and AO4) is tested in the other options which for
Q2 and Q3. The mark scheme also has a set of levels which are fixed from year to year.

Many candidates clearly used the resource to consider the differences in informal
employment. To reach the higher levels, candidates need to do more than describe what is
presented in the resource, but provide clear developed reasons; in this case about reasons
for the patterns of informal employment.

The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks. Many candidates
found this last part challenging as they did not really know how to demonstrate analysis.
Although it was encouraging to see that some candidates were able to address this often
starting their response with an idea about which reason was the most important, for
example.
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This response reached Level 2 – 4 marks as there is clear use of the
resource, but there are only basic reasons provided.
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This has reached Level 3 – 8 marks.

To quote from the levels mark scheme it:

Applies understanding to deconstruct information and provide
logical connections between concepts throughout. A balanced,
well-developed argument that synthesises relevant understanding
coherently leading to judgements that are supported by evidence
throughout. (AO3)
Uses geographical skills to obtain accurate information that
supports all aspects of the argument. (AO4).

It provides detailed discussion of the information provided in the
resource and there is evidence of analysis and it even summarises this
at the end in the final statement where there is a comment about the
most important factor.

Approaching this particular set of AOs is a learnt skill and must be
practised as part of the learning.
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Question 2 (c)

With these types of questions, where there is an AO3 mark coming from the resource, it is
key to use direct evidence. In this instance from the photograph.

In this response, the evidence from the photograph is the damage to
houses which gets the AO3 credit but there is no development of this
idea (AO2) so just 1 mark.
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In this response there is evidence from the photograph – destruction
of buildings – and then this idea is developed with the idea of not
being able to access healthcare.

2 marks.

When there is a resource, candidates must explicitly refer to evidence
from it to obtain the full range of marks.
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Question 2 (e)

In general, there were lots of good answers here which identified suitable ways farm incomes
are being diversified in developing or emerging countries.

Some candidates missed the developing/emerging country part of the question and provided
information based on developed country contexts. Where this happened, the most common
answer was about bed and breakfasts in the UK. Although it was also good to see some
detailed responses about strategies in developing/emerging country contexts that went
beyond generic ideas about farm shops and leisure activities.

In this response, there are developed reasons around horticulture and
bed and breakfasts.

4 marks.
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Question 2 (f)

In this question, a mark was given for the identification of a pattern shown, i.e. a movement
out of cities to suburbs, or into cities, then further marks for development based around a
logical reason.

This response has scored 3 marks.

It identifies the outflow to suburban areas, and then provides a reason
related to quality of life and development with the idea of
suburbanization.

These 3-mark questions can be difficult, so candidates need to practise
how to model a response that develops a single idea or reason and
makes reference to a pattern or trend being shown in the resources.
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Question 2 (g)

Most candidates were able to provide some relevant strategies that can be used to improve
quality of life in rural environments.

There was no requirement for a named country.

Many candidates displayed case study knowledge here even though it is not required.

This response is a 2+2 answer, with developed ideas around
improvement to roads and access to the internet.
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Question 2 (h)

These 8-mark style questions required the blending of the use of resource(s) provided with
the candidates own knowledge and understanding.

They are not case study questions, but are in fact much more applied. The same skill, with
the same Assessment Objectives, (AO3 and AO4) is tested in the other options. The mark
scheme also has a set of levels which are fixed from year to year.

Many candidates found this challenging as they did not really know how to use the resource
as part of their argument.
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With a resource such as Figure 2c, candidates could refer to the
general pattern between rural and urban or different age groups or
focus on specific parts of the data.

This response achieved Level 3 – 8 marks as it considered a range of
factors in detail and made good use of the resource.
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This is a typical Level 1 response (3 marks) which provides a series of
basic points linked to the resource, with little development.
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Question 3 (c)

As mentioned previously, in this type of question it is very important to use information
directly from the resource.

Examiners will be rewarding an explicit reference to Figure 3a and the evidence taken from
that image.

There is no need to fill all the white space for the 2 marks.

This was awarded 2 marks as it uses explicit information from the
photograph (transport connections) and links this to the idea of being
able to ship goods.
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Question 3 (e)

Overall, this question was successfully answered when there was reasonable knowledge and
understanding applied.

In this example, the candidate has clearly done enough to get 2+2
marks with developed ideas around rural to urban migration and
natural increase.

Some candidates wrote too much on these sorts of questions and may
well have found themselves with less time for the extended response
questions later.

There were also cases where candidates provided more than two
factors. The response area provides a guide for the number of factors,
but this was not always noticed by candidates.
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Question 3 (f)

As mentioned in Q1(e), these 3-mark 'explain' questions are less common, but can be
challenging since there is a need to show a double development of the idea, or in this
instance, a single reason based on trends shown in the resource.

This response scored 3 marks as there is a recognition of the increase
in population living in urban areas, with a developed idea about rural
to urban migration. In resources where there are multiple countries
shown, candidates can focus on overall trends of specific trends.
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Question 3 (g)

In this question, candidates were usually able to provide very detailed responses about
strategies used to manage relevant challenges.

Often there was detailed case study knowledge about relevant groups of people and how
they addressed environmental urban challenges. There were a lot of good responses around
congestion zones and recycling projects. There were a lot of responses that focused on the
UK.

Some responses were vague like this one, which only really has a basic
idea about people recycling.

1 mark.
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This is a typical 2+2 response for this question with clear groups
identified and developed ideas.
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Question 3 (h)

These 8-mark style questions required the blending of the use of resource(s) provided with
the candidates own knowledge and understanding.

They are not case study questions, but are in fact much more applied.

The same skill, with the same Assessment Objectives, (AO3 and AO4) is tested in the other
options in Q1 and Q2. The mark scheme also has a set of levels which are fixed from year to
year.

Many candidates found this challenging as they did not really know how to use the resource
as part of their argument.
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In this response, there is some development of ideas which is linked to
the resource, but there is no clear analysis of the problems.

This was awarded the top of Level 2 – 6 marks.
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There is clear analysis of Figure 3c in this response, developing logical
reasoning and a clear conclusion which demonstrates their analysis.

There doesn’t have to be a conclusion in this form as some candidates
were analytical in their opening statement or throughout the text, but
in this case, the candidate summarises their ideas clearly.

8 marks.

Candidates should practise using resources to analyse the importance
of factors or ideas, demonstrating they can make connections between
them to provide an evidenced informed analysis.
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Question 4 (a)(ii)

Please note that the comments made on Q4, Q5 and Q6 apply to the other contexts for the
fieldwork section.

The questions are provided in parallel and the resources for each are similar but with a
different context.

In this response, there was a basic idea about being able to get an
opinion.

1 mark.

This response obtained 2 marks as there is a developed explanation
about respondents being able to provide a reason for their choice
which aids understanding.

2 marks.
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Question 4 (c)

In this question, candidates were required to identify an additional data collection method
that could have been used and provide an explanation.

Many candidates were able to identify a type of data collection method and often could
provide a suitable explanation.

Some candidates did not recognise that the focus of the question was
on data collection methods rather than presentation methods.
Another common mistake was to explain a sampling method rather
than a data collection method.

This response was awarded 0 marks as it focused on data presentation
methods.
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This candidate provided a clearly developed answer related to
interviews.

3 marks.
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Question 4 (d)

This is a question which is split into AO3 and AO4. In other words, identifying ideas directly
from resources and then making sense of them in a geographic way.

This question focuses on a familiar fieldwork context i.e., fieldwork that the candidates have
undertaken as part of the course. This question asks candidates to evaluate the data
presentation techniques used by candidates in their own geographical enquiry.

There were some excellent responses to this question showcasing some really interesting
fieldwork. However, there were also some responses that did focus on other aspects of the
enquiry process such as data collection methods.

Candidates are provided space to provide their geographical enquiry title. They do not
receive marks for this, but it provides context for the response that follows.
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In this response, the candidate achieved Level 3 – 8 marks as there is
clear evaluation of a range of data presentation methods.

There is a conclusion which reinforces the candidate's ideas.
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This response provides an example of a response that focused on data
collection methods rather than data presentation methods, therefore
it was awarded 0 marks.
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Question 6 (d)

This response achieved Level 1 – 3 marks as there are some relevant
comments about bar charts and photos but they are quite generic and
do not provide clear evaluation.

The title for this enquiry is also quite vague so it is more difficult to
understand if the methods being explained are relevant.
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Question 7 (c)

There were a lot of detailed answers for this question which was only 2 marks.

While it is encouraging to see candidates have a good understanding of the natural causes of
climate change, it is important that they don’t spend too much time on these questions and
as a consequence don’t have enough time for the longer questions.

When candidates did not score marks on this question, it was often
because they provided an impact of climate change rather than a
cause.

This response did not receive any marks as it provided an impact of
climate change rather than a cause.
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This response was awarded 2 marks for a clear explanation.
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Question 7 (d)(ii)

This question required candidates to compare the level of risk for Asia and North America as
shown in the resource.

Marks were awarded for a comparative statement and then either development of their
comparison or use of data to support the comparison.

This response was awarded 2 marks for a comparison of the
continents and use of data to support it.

World maps are frequently used in examinations so it is a good idea
for candidates to be able to recognise how to interpret patterns,
trends, differences and similarities in such resources.
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Question 7 (d)(iii)

This question required candidates to suggest one reason for the pattern shown.

There were a lot of clear responses to this question which provided developed ideas related
to coastal populations and low-lying coastlines.

This response was awarded 2 marks.
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Question 7 (d)(iv)

This question required candidates to provide an explanation of why the data shown is useful
for understanding the impacts of climate change.

Candidates were usually very clear about how this was useful in terms of being able to
understand the potential impacts of climate change and, as a consequence, understand
where to target more adaptation and mitigation efforts.

This response was awarded 2 marks.
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Question 7 (e)

This question was a 'state' question, so candidates just needed to provide a short response,
in this case causes of deforestation.

Some candidates started to provide explanations of these causes, but it is not necessary.
State questions require candidates to provide a simple response.

Candidates usually scored some marks on this question.

Agriculture and commercial logging were some of the most common
responses, as seen in this response which was awarded 2 marks.
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Question 7 (f)

This question required candidates to provide some developed explanations to obtain the
4 marks. This question focused on the impacts of deforestation.

There were a lot of clearly developed responses showing good
understanding of the impacts of deforestation.

This was a typical 2+2 response.
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This response was awarded 2 marks as there are valid impacts (less
CO2 being absorbed and habitat destruction), but there was not
enough development of these ideas to gain any further marks.
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Question 7 (g)

The command word 'assess' was one that a significant number of candidates had difficulty in
understanding what it was they were meant to do.

In the specification this is defined as: Use evidence to determine the relative significance of
something. Give consideration to all factors and identify which are the most important.

In other words, candidates are required to rank and / or make a judgement. Few candidates
were able to do this, instead simply resorting to copying the information provided about the
different strategies.
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There were, however, some stronger responses like this one which
provides some assessment in relation to how effective the strategies
area.

This response addresses several points in the resource and explores
the different strategies presented in the resource. They do not need to
address areas shown in the resource. Candidates could select a couple
of ideas from the resource to base their assessment.

This response scored 6 marks.

Greater familiarity with the 'assess' command instruction is strongly
recommended for future examinations.

It may help candidates to begin their answer with their assessment
and then use evidence from the resource and their ideas to support
this assessment.
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Question 7 (h)

This question along with Q8(g) and Q9(g) has both a unique command word and unique set
of AOs (AO2, AO3 and AO4).

What is required is an assimilation (use) of the specific resources mentioned in the question,
and then investigating the issue (through the statement: agree vs disagree) through
reasoning or argument.
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This is a Level 3 response where the candidate has shown clear
understanding of concepts and interrelationships in the geography.

They deconstruct ideas across the two resources and make a clear
judgement which is supported.
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This response was awarded Level 2 – 6 marks.

The response includes some use of one of the figures and has some
relevant ideas to support their opinion. Candidates need to do more
than simply reference the Figures to show they have used them.

This response could have been improved by greater use of both
resources to inform their ideas and included a wider range of
discussion points.
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Question 8 (c)(ii)

This response was awarded 2 marks as there is a comparative
statement about the two continents and some data used to support it.
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Question 8 (c)(iii)

This response was awarded 2 marks for a developed idea around
cultural dilution and the link to global interconnectedness.
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Question 8 (c)(iv)

This question required candidates to provide an explanation of why the figure might be a
good indicator of the global economy.

This candidate provides a valid idea around it being a significant part of
economies, as shown in the resource, but does not develop this any
further.

1 mark.

This response was awarded 2 marks because it has a more developed
idea about the data indicating people travelling between countries and
how this brings economies closer together.
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Question 8 (d)

This question required candidates to name two global institutions that can influence the
global economy.

Most candidates were able to obtain marks here. Where candidates did not obtain marks, it
was usually because they had provided a national or regional institution rather than a global
one.

This response shows a typical response for this question which
identified the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the (WTO) and
was awarded 2 marks.
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Question 8 (e)

This question focused on the impacts of migration on destination countries.

There were a lot of well-developed responses here. Some candidates chose to focus on
positive or negative aspects while others provided a more balanced response providing a
positive and negative impact.

Where candidates did not obtain marks, it was often because they had focused on donor
countries rather than destination countries.

This is a typical 2+2 response for this question with developed ideas
about access to skilled workers and potential strains on country
resources.

Some candidates identified potential countries that could be
destination countries. This was not required, but it did demonstrate
clear understanding of the impacts.
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Question 8 (f)

As in the previous 6-mark questions in Section C, the command 'assess' was one that a very
large number of candidates had difficulty in understanding what it was they were meant to
do.

In the specification this is defined as: Use evidence to determine the relative significance of
something. Give consideration to all factors and identify which are the most important.

In other words, candidates are required to rank and / or make a judgement. Very few were
able to do this, instead simply resorting to copying the information provided about the
different TNCs.
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This is a Level 3 response – 6 marks.

There is clear assessment from the outset within their introductory
statement. This is supported throughout and reinforced at the end.
The candidates makes clear use of the resources to support their
ideas.
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This response was awarded Level 2 – 3 marks as there are only basic
ideas around the role of TNCs.

There is some use of the resource, but it is limited.
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Question 8 (g)

This question along with Q7(h) and Q9(g) has both a unique command word and unique set
of AOs (AO2, AO3 and AO4).

What is required is an assimilation (use) of the specific resources mentioned in the question,
and then investigating the issue (through the statement: agree vs disagree) through
reasoning or argument.
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This is a Level 3 response where the candidate shows good
understanding of concepts and interrelationships in the geography.

They also deconstruct ideas across resources, with explicit use of data
and evidence.

There is also a clear conclusion which shows the bringing together of
judgements around the advantages and disadvantages of
globalisation.
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This is a more typical Level 1 response which has some relevant ideas
about globalisation and TNCs but does not provide much detail, or
balanced discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of
globalisation.

There are no clear references to the resources to support their answer.

Candidates should practise being able to produce balanced responses
to help them provide material to discuss in these questions.

Some past papers may be able to help with this, but also resources
from newspaper and magazine articles on relevant topics are often
good for practise doing this.
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Question 9 (b)

Candidates were required to 'state two ways' of measuring inequality. Usually, candidates
were able to obtain marks here recognising there are a range of different ways that
inequality can be measured.

This was a typical response for this question, awarded 2 marks for two
correct ways to measure inequality.
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Question 9 (c)(ii)

This question required candidates to compare the patterns shown for South America and
Africa. Marks were awarded for a comparative statement and either development of this
comparison or the use of data.

This response was awarded 2 marks for a comparative statement and
use of data to support it.
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Question 9 (c)(iii)

This question required candidates to provide a possible reason for the pattern shown.

This response was awarded 2 marks for the reason (economic
development) with development.
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Question 9 (c)(iv)

This question required candidates to provide an explanation for why the data shown may be
useful for understanding patterns of global development.

This response provides an example of a developed idea that was
awarded 2 marks.

This response was awarded 1 mark for a basic idea about how the data
may be useful.
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Question 9 (d)

This was a typical response for this question.

2 marks.
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Question 9 (e)

This question was generally successfully answered by those who attempted it, with many
scoring 4 marks showing good knowledge and understanding about how uneven
development within a country can affect human welfare.

This was a typical 2+2 response with clear developed ideas.
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Question 9 (f)

As in the previous 6-mark question in Section C, the command 'assess' was one that a very
large number of candidates had difficulty in understanding what it was they were meant to
do.

In the specification this is defined as: Use evidence to determine the relative significance of
something. Give consideration to all factors and identify which are the most important.

In other words, candidates are required to rank and / or make a judgement. Very few were
able to do this, instead simply resorting to copying the information provided about the
development approaches shown.
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This response provides a basic advantage and disadvantage and
makes reference to the figure, but there are no well developed ideas
provided and there is limited use of the figure to support the ideas.

This was awarded Level 2 – 3 marks.
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This candidate makes a clear attempt to assess some of the
approaches shown in the resource and link to their own knowledge.

Level 3 – 6 marks.

Assess means: Use evidence to determine the relative significance of
something. Give consideration to all factors and identify which are the
most important.
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Question 9 (g)

This question along with Q7(h) and Q8(g) has both a unique command word and unique set
of AOs (AO2, AO3 and AO4).

What is required is an assimilation (use) of the specific resources mentioned in the question,
and then investigating the issue (through the statement: agree vs disagree) through
reasoning or argument.
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This response achieved Level 3 – 12 marks.

There is clear use of the resource with well developed ideas about
different strategies. While a final conclusion is not required, this
response is supported by a conclusion which aids the structure of the
response and reinforces the ideas presented.
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This response achieved Level 2 – 8 marks.

There is some attempt to link to both resources, but the ideas
presented are basic. They do make use of the resource with direct
quotes but could have taken these ideas further to aid the discussion.
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For discussion questions, there needs to be an exploration of the
strengths and weakness for strategies to reduce uneven global
development, or a discussion of alternative approaches.

Candidates should practise blending their own ideas with unfamiliar
resources that are provided. In these longer extended answers, the
skills of analytical discussion are very important. Although this is the
last question, it has a high tariff, so candidates should be encouraged
to attempt it.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper candidates are offered the following advice:

When answering the extended response questions, ensure that candidates are clear about
the difference between the requirements for different command words such as ‘analyse’,
‘evaluate’, ‘assess’ or ‘discuss’.
Candidates should be reminded that:

‘Analyse’ questions require candidates to investigate an issue by breaking it down into
different components and making logical, evidence-based connections between these
components.
‘Evaluate’ questions require candidates to measure the value or success of something
and, ultimately, provide a substantiated judgement or conclusion.
‘Assess’ questions require evidence to determine the relative significance of something,
considering all factors and identifying which are the most important.
‘Discuss’ questions require candidates to explore the strengths and weaknesses of
different sides of an issue/statement or question through reasoning and argument.

Candidates need to appreciate that the extended writing questions with 6, 8 and 12 marks
are dominated by AO2, AO3 and AO4. Poorly balanced responses that concentrate on one of
the AOs, or on AO1, in general will be confined to Level 1 or low-Level 2. As a result,
candidates would benefit from practising this type of question from the beginning of the
course.

It was encouraging to see that candidates are often making good use of the resources,
particularly in the extended response questions. It is important in the lower tariff questions
where there is a resource related to the question that candidates refer to it in some form
where required.

Candidates should consider the amount of marks awarded for each question to guide how
much they need to develop their ideas. A 2-mark 'describe' question requires only some
development to reach the second mark while a 3-mark 'explain' question requires candidates
to develop their response further. Where there is a question that asks candidates to explain
two ideas, then they only need to provide some development for each rather than providing
almost an extended response answer for one of these ideas. While it is encouraging to see
candidates have good knowledge and understanding of particular topics, if the question is
only worth 2 marks, then they are not using their time effectively by writing a long answer.

Candidates should spend some time reviewing the different stages of geographical enquiry
to ensure they are aware of what takes place at the different stages. This will help candidates
prepare for extended response questions in Section B which target different stages in the
enquiry. Candidates should pay attention to the stage of the enquiry being assessed to
ensure they are providing the right response.
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Centres are encouraged to use the Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs), specimen papers
and past papers to help familiarise candidates with the structure of the paper; this will
hopefully avoid situations where the rubric has not been followed. Centres should spend
time reviewing the examples in this report, and other support materials via the qualification
page on the Pearson website. This will help candidates become more familiar with the range
of command words and how they are attached to different Assessment Objectives.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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