
Examiners’ Report
June 2023

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson's free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students' exam results.

See students' scores for every exam question.
Understand how your students' performance compares with class and national averages.
Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop
their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus. Your
exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of
people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years,
and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at:
www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2023

Publications Code 4GE1_01R_2306_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2023

2Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/btec.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html


Introduction

Introduction

The first sitting of this specification for Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Geography took
place in 2019. The series in 2023 was the first full series since 2019 with no adaptations or
mitigations; this series was therefore the first since 2019 to include both familiar and
unfamiliar fieldwork questions. This Examiner’s report is intended to provide an insight into
performance on Paper 1: Physical Geography, in particular, analysing the majority of
questions in terms of what went well and where common mistakes and underperformance
were evident.

This paper consists of two sections from which candidates answer two 25-mark questions
from Section A and one 20-mark question from Section B. The total marks on the paper
are 70.

The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short, open response, calculations and
extended response questions. The exam command words which are used in the paper are
defined in the specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the
Assessment Objectives (AOs).

In Section A, River Environments, Coastal Environments and Hazardous Environments are
covered. Candidates are required to select two out of three questions.

In Section B, candidates choose one out of three fieldwork related questions relating to River
Environments, Coastal Environments and Hazardous Environments.

It is important that candidates focus on the requirements for each command word and the
Assessment Objective (AO) distribution, particularly for the longer response 8-mark
questions, to ensure they access the full range of marks available.
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Question 1 (b)(ii)

In this question, candidates were required to state what is meant by the term drainage basin.

For these low tariff questions, candidates need to ensure that they have a clear
understanding of key words and can provide a clear definition. This question was a challenge
for candidates with few being awarded a mark for their response.

Incorrect definition.

0 marks

This states a characteristic of a drainage basin rather than the
definition.

0 marks
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Correct definition.

1 mark

Accurate definition.

1 mark

5 Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



Question 1 (b)(iii)

In this question, candidates were required to explain one reason for poor water quality in a
river.

Most candidates achieved 1 mark for stating a correct factor; fewer responses demonstrated
the development required for the second mark. Candidates were not rewarded for simply
repeating part of the question stem ‘reason for poor water quality’; they were required to
give detail about how the initial factor identified lead to water quality declining.

Credit for pollution/garbage, but no clear development as 'poor water
quality' is in the question stem.

1 mark

Eutrophication (1) leads to algal blooms (1).

2 marks
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Question 1 (c)

This question required candidates to use Figure 1a, which showed a diagram of the
hydrological cycle.

The credit for these type of 'explain' questions comes from correctly identifying a transfer in
the hydrological cycle shown in the resource (AO3) and then developing this to explain how
the water moves (AO2). Candidates were awarded for correctly identifying a transfer shown
in the resource and developing this to explain how the water moves within the cycle.

A significant proportion of candidates gained full marks. Where candidates were awarded 2
or 3 marks, they failed to explain the process to show their understanding of how/why water
molecules move from one location to another.

Water from the ocean evaporates (1). The development does not
explain the process of the changing state of water and is not credited.

Second point is too unclearly expressed as groundwater flow for credit.

1 mark – 1+0
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Evaporation (1) heat from sun causes water molecule to rise (1) = 2
marks

Precipitation (1). The development lacks clarity on the process that
causes water droplets to fall from the cloud. There needs to be some
idea of influence of gravity for credit.

3 marks – 2+1
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Transpiration (1) as plants respire they release water vapour (1) = 2
marks.

Evaporation (1) water turns into a gas (sped up by sunlight)(1) = 2
marks.

4 marks
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Question 1 (d)

Candidates were asked to explain how one physical factor can affect river regimes.

There were variable responses to this question. Some candidates are unclear on the meaning
of the term ‘river regime’ and this lead to some responses focusing on water quality rather
than annual changes in discharge and were awarded zero marks.

Other candidates provided detailed answers about a human factor which was not the focus
of this question and, again, were awarded zero marks.

Where candidates knew the term ‘river regime’ and focused on a physical factor, they were
often awarded full marks as these were well developed.

This response focuses on water quality which is not relevant in a
question focused on river regimes.

0 marks
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This response focuses on a human factor which is not the focus of the
question.

0 marks

Impermeable land (1) will decrease lag time (1).

2 marks
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Climate (1) snowmelt during spring increases overland flow (1) this
increases river discharge during spring months (1).

3 marks

Vegetation (1) can act as interception (1) and prevents a lot of water
entering a river all at once creating a longer lag time (1).

3 marks
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Question 1 (e)

The majority of students were able to identify the river feature as a floodplain. Where
candidates did not, they most often mistook the feature for a delta or river mouth.
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Question 1 (f)

This question required candidates to explain why water shortages occur. As the question did
not state the number of reasons required, there were a range of ways for candidates to
achieve full marks, by offering two developed reasons or one well developed reason.

A significant proportion of responses achieved full marks demonstrating a strong subject
knowledge in this part of the specification.

High temperatures means water evaporates faster (1) leading to the
river drying up (1).

2 marks
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Overpopulation (1) leads to demand being too high and unable to
meet needs (1) = 2 marks.

Inadequate government management (1) meaning water isn't
fairly/efficiently distributed (1) = 2 marks.

4 marks
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Increasing population (1) as more people would need more water for
different uses (1) = 2 marks.

There could be an increasing demand for water (1) more water is
needed for domestic use causing water shortages (1) = 2 marks.

4 marks
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Question 1 (g)

In these 8-mark extended writing questions, candidates are required to blend their use of the
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented (AO3).
Therefore, they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to apply
their geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

In this instance, candidates were required to study Figure 1c, a graph showing actual and
forecast rainfall, and Figure 1d, information about flooding in Brisbane.

Many candidates engaged with the resources well and were able to make a link between the
challenges posed when rainfall forecasts are not accurate and the consequences this may
have for preparation in an area. Often, when referring to Figure 1d, candidates focused on
the impacts of the flood event. However, the question focus was on causes of the river flood
and so the interpretation of this resource was less effective. There is a marked improvement
in candidates engagement with the resources provided this series, which is pleasing to see.

The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks and many
candidates found this challenging as there was often minimal judgement demonstrated in
candidate responses.

Basic idea linked to removal of soil being washed away.

1 mark

17 Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



18Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



There is clear evidence from both resources and a basic development
that the inaccurate forecast caused little preparation to reach top Level
1. The second paragraph focuses only on impacts, rather than causes,
of the river flood.

This response has an unbalanced and incomplete argument, but
contains elements of both AO4 and AO3.

3 marks
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This response describes the changes in Figure 1c with a basic AO3
comment at the end of the first paragraph. In the second paragraph,
although several impacts are mentioned from Figure 1d, there are a
couple of suggested reasons for the occurrence of flooding: lack of risk
management in the area, area flooded being a city and so
impermeable and a suggestion about the effectiveness of the dam.
This demonstrates some geographical understanding based on the
scenario provided.

5 marks
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This response is fully focused on the causes of the flood event shown
in the resources. There is clear evidence of obtaining accurate
information to support the three causes identified in the response. The
candidate makes some logical connections and has evidence of
judgement within their response and in the brief statement at the end
to gain Level 3.

7 marks
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This response makes equal use of both resources to provide some
balance and explains three main causes: the city being highly
unprepared, urbanisation causing impermeability and the physical
factor caused by Brisbane being at a river confluence. This response
has some clear examples of 'analysis' language within the answer e.g.
'therefore', 'furthermore' to reach the top of Level 2.

6 marks
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

In this question, candidates were required to state one abiotic factor of an ecosystem.

Candidates accessed this question and the majority stated a correct factor. A few responses
stated a biotic factor and some stated a definition of the term abiotic rather than providing
an example of an abiotic factor and these were awarded zero marks.

Incorrect feature.

0 marks

Living organism stated.

0 marks
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Correct feature stated.

1 mark
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Question 2 (b)(iii)

In this question, candidates were required to explain one factor that can affect the
distribution of mangrove ecosystems.

A broad range of responses were given to this question and a significant proportion of
candidates were awarded two marks. However, there were examples where candidates
clearly explained a factor relevant to a coral reef ecosystem and it is important for candidates
to be aware not all coastal ecosystem questions are related to coral reefs as there are three
other coastal ecosystems listed in the specification.

Temperature (1). The development is too vague for credit.

1 mark

Amount of salt water (1). No development.

1 mark
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Deforestation of timber for building (1) reduces mangrove habitats (1).

2 marks

Water salinity (1) because mangroves grow using salty water as they
can handle the salinity and filter salt (1).

2 marks
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Water depth (1) mangroves cannot grow in deep water as roots need
access to sea surface (1).

2 marks
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Question 2 (c)

This question required candidates to use Figure 2a, which showed a diagram of features
caused by coastal deposition.

The credit for these type of 'explain' questions comes from correctly identifying a feature
shown in the resource (AO3) and then developing this to explain how deposition can affect a
coastline (AO2).

Candidates have a clear understanding of depositional landforms and their associated
processes enabling candidates to access the resource provided. Where responses were not
awarded full marks, often candidates had only described what was shown with no
explanation offered. A very small proportion of candidates explained the formation of
erosional features and were awarded zero marks.

Incorrect processes suggested.

0 marks
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Longshore drift will move sediment along the coastline (1). This is
plausible from the features shown in Figure 2a, but the development
does not link to a specific landform.

The second point is very similar to the first and lacks clarity.

1 mark – 1+0
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Spits (1) as sediment being carried along is deposited near a river
mouth (1) = 2 marks.

Deposition can create bars (1). The development lacks clarity.

3 marks – 2+1
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Spit (1) forms from prevailing wind sending longshore drift along a
direction depositing sand along the way (1) = 2 marks.

Beach (1) if the waves are constructive meaning strong swash and
weak backwash this can mean the build up of sand (1) = 2 marks.

4 marks
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Material accumulates building up a beach (1) in more sheltered areas
as the waves lose energy (1) = 2 marks.

Spits (1) can absorb wave energy so that the coastline behind is less
prone to erosion (1) = 2 marks.

4 marks
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Question 2 (d)

Candidates were asked to explain one factor that affects the rate of coastal erosion. In this
question, candidates were required to focus on one idea and develop it in detail to access the
three marks available.

Many responses were awarded at least 2 marks, with the most common reason being linked
to the role of geology. However, fewer candidates were awarded the full 3 marks as
responses lacked the depth of explanation required.

Geology (1) because hard rock is harder to erode than soft rock (1). No
credit is given for defining a type of erosion.

2 marks
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Strong wind/waves (1) can speed up erosion making abrasion more
violent which increases coastal erosion (1).

2 marks

Storm frequency and intensity (1) harsher storms means stronger
winds (1) which increases intensity/frequency of destructive waves
which have a stronger backwash therefore eroding beaches (1).

3 marks
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Question 2 (e)

The majority of candidates correctly identified the weathering process shown, in Figure 2b, as
biological weathering. Where the incorrect process was stated, the most frequent incorrect
response was freeze thaw weathering.
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Question 2 (f)

This question required candidates to explain the formation of a coastal arch.

Candidates found this question accessible and the responses were often awarded full marks.
Candidates were able to clearly explain the sequence of formation using correct geographical
terminology.

An arch forms from a cave when a cave starts to breakdown (1).

This is enough for an idea of an arch forming as a result of a cave
enlarging in size.

1 mark
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Cliffs erode (1) a cave is formed and further eroded (1).

2 marks
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Fully explained formation process.

4 marks
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Question 2 (g)

In these 8-mark extended writing questions, candidates are required to blend their use of the
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented (AO3).
Therefore, they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to apply
their geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

In this instance, candidates were required to study Figure 2c, an image showing reasons for
development of coastlines, and Figure 2d, an image showing reasons for conservation of
coastlines.

Candidates were required to consider the conflicts between development and conservation
in coastal areas. As the resources were primarily text-based, many candidates used facts in
their responses. A few candidates purely listed direct lifts from the resource with no
additional interpretation and this limited their responses to bottom of Level 1. Often
candidates demonstrated some ability of the issue and used the information to add some
detail on each side e.g. one side thinks this and the other thinks that. Fewer responses
demonstrated a clear understanding of the issue of conflict between these users which
limited many responses to mid-Level 2.

In order to achieve Level 3, candidates needed to clearly grasp the concept of conflict and
why this makes managing a coastline a challenge.

The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks and many
candidates found this challenging as there was often minimal judgement demonstrated in
candidate responses.
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This response is too vague for credit based on the level descriptors.

0 marks
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This candidate demonstrates a basic understanding of the difference
between developers and conservationists and uses an example of data
from Figure 2d to support their point in their second paragraph to gain
AO4 credit.

3 marks
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This candidate explains two specific conflicts in some detail, using
examples from both resources to support their argument. There is
some idea of the issue of conflict particularly as they identify specific
coastal users. The breadth of their argument is too narrow for top
Level 2.

5 marks
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This response has a greater breadth and clearly discusses the conflict
between several different coastal users in each context (coral reefs and
mangroves). There is a basic judgement statement at the start of the
response to reach the top of Level 2.

6 marks
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This response has a clearer idea of conflict and explains the links
between factors and users in some detail. Accurate information is
drawn from both resources to support the different points made.
There are elements of judgement language used within the response,
but this is too limited to be awarded full marks.

7 marks
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This response has a clear idea of conflict running throughout the
answer, the resources are used to support the arguments raised and
there is clear judgement/analysis language used within the answer and
in a concluding statement at the end of the response.

8 marks
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This candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of the issue of
conflict and effectively selects evidence from both resources to
support their arguments. The response has a balance between the two
sides and has clear judgement language throughout the answer and in
a final sentence at the end.

8 marks
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Question 3 (b)(ii)

In this question, candidates were required to state one measure of tropical cyclone intensity.

The majority of candidates were awarded the mark for correctly identifying the
Saffir-Simpson scale. Where candidates were incorrect, the most common error was to give
an earthquake intensity measure, usually the Richter scale.
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Question 3 (b)(iii)

In this question, candidates were required to explain how the Coriolis force affects tropical
cyclones.

The majority of candidates found this question a challenge and often zero marks were
awarded. It is clear candidates are less confident in this areas of the specification.

Answer not relevant to Coriolis force.

0 marks

This response provides detail about the direction tropical cyclones spin
in each hemisphere, but does not explain the cause of this spin.

1 mark
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Basic idea about it affecting the spin and this direction being different
in each hemisphere.

1 mark

Causes tropical cyclones to spin due to the spin of the Earth (1) in the
northern hemisphere they spin anticlockwise (1).

2 marks
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Caused by rotation of Earth (1) causes air to rotate which influences
their spinning direction depending on their hemisphere (1).

2 marks
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were required to explain the formation of a constructive plate margin.

The majority of candidates achieved full marks for providing an accurate sequence of
formation using correct geographical terminology. A minority of candidates were awarded
zero marks as their response was focused on an incorrect plate margin.

Incorrect plate margin.

0 marks

Plates move away from each other (1).

1 mark
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Two plates move away from each other (1) as they do this, they
construct land (1).

2 marks

Convection currents (1) causes plates to move away from each other
(1) as warm magma rises and cool magma sinks (1).

3 marks
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Plate boundaries move apart (1) this exposes magma on the surface
(1) magma cools down creating new land (1).

3 marks
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Question 3 (d)

This question required candidates to use Figure 3a, which showed three photographs of
different earthquake impacts, to suggest two short-term impacts of the earthquake shown.

The credit for these type of 'explain' questions comes from correctly identifying a possible
short-term impact shown in the resource (AO3) and then developing this to explain the
consequence (AO2). Candidates need to ensure they have used the resource in their
response. Occasionally, candidates suggested impacts which were not shown in the resource
and could not be plausibly inferred from the images and therefore, were awarded zero
marks.

Most candidates achieved full marks for this question, correctly identifying a short-term
image and going on to explain the consequence this might have. Where candidates did not
achieve full marks, this was often as they gave two types of infrastructure damage and the
question required the candidate to suggest two different short-term impacts.

Infrastructure being destroyed (1). The development is a repeat of
infrastructure damage.

No credit for evacuation as not shown in Figure 3a, but credit awarded
for medical attention is provided (1).

2 marks – 1+1
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Buildings collapsed (1) causes injury rates to rise (1) = 2 marks

Rescuers are there immediately with food/water (1) to prevent death
from starvation (1) = 2 marks

4 marks

64Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



Deaths and injuries (1) caused by collapsed infrastructure (1) = 2
marks.

Damaged roads/bridges (1) makes it less accessible for emergency
services (1) = 2 marks.

4 marks
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Question 3 (e)

The majority of candidates correctly identified the earthquake feature, in Figure 3b, as focus.
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Question 3 (f)

This question required candidates to explain the long-term impacts of tropical cyclones. As
the question did not state the number of reasons required, there were a range of ways for
candidates to achieve full marks, by offering two developed reasons or one well developed
reason.

The majority of candidates achieved full marks for this question demonstrating a strong
understanding of hazard impacts.

Property damage (1). Flooding is not a long-term impact and so not
credited.

1 mark
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Large cost for governments (1) as they will have to pay to rebuild (1).

The end of the response repeats the first half and so no further credit
is awarded.

2 marks
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Damage to ports and airports (1) resulting in less support and trade
(1).

The second half of the response repeats the same idea as the first half
and gains no further credit.

2 marks
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Buildings will be damaged (1) resulting in government spending money
to repair damage (1).

People's work cannot proceed as normal (1) which slows down
economic growth and productivity (1).

4 marks
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Question 3 (g)

In these 8-mark extended writing questions, candidates are required to blend their use of the
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented (AO3).
Therefore, they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to apply
their geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

In this instance, candidates were required to study Figure 3c, two images of areas prone to
volcanic eruptions, and Figure 3d, information from three locations about why people
continue to live in areas prone to volcanic eruptions.

There is a marked improvement in candidates' engagement with the resources provided this
series which is pleasing to see.

Candidates were required to consider the reasons why people live in areas prone to volcanic
eruptions. The majority of responses were Level 2 as candidates could clearly describe
several reasons for living near areas prone to volcanic eruptions, most often this involved
working through the countries mentioned in Figure 3d. The better responses demonstrated
an ability to make a judgement regarding which reason is most significant to meet the
demands of the ‘analyse’ command word.

The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks and many
candidates found this challenging as there was often minimal judgement demonstrated in
candidate responses.
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There is evidence of engaging with the resources and selecting relevant
information for the question posed with an additional idea about
tourism in Hawaii to gain 2 marks.

2 marks
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There are four basic reasons provided in this response which uses
evidence from both resources and begins to explain to gain AO3 credit.

4 marks
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This response contains several reasons for living near volcanoes:
minerals, farming, tourism and monitoring/preparation.

Each reason has some detail to explain why people make their choice
including use of evidence from the resources. This response has some
AO2 content which is not awarded in this question and there is a lack
of judgement required for Level 3.

6 marks
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This response has a clear understanding of the issue and explains
several contrasting reasons for choosing to leave in volcanic areas.
Both resources are used throughout the answer to support the
arguments made and there is a clear judgement reached to gain full
marks.

8 marks
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Question 4 (a)

Please note that the comments made on Question 4 also apply to Question 5 and Question 6
as the questions are in parallel and the resources are very similar. Section B contained
questions on both familiar and unfamiliar contexts this series.

It is important to remind candidates to write their responses under the correct enquiry
context. A proportion of candidates wrote coastal enquiry responses in the river enquiry and
hazardous environments enquiry questions. This limited their responses as only generic
statements plausible to the enquiry context being answered could be credited.

This question required candidates to explain why their fieldwork location was suitable for
their enquiry. The majority of candidates were awarded full marks on this question having a
clear rationale for why the location was chosen.

Too vague for credit.

0 marks
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This response is focused on the sampling strategy used.

0 marks
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This response has a list of several factors, but none are developed.

1 mark
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Shallow/slow moving water (1) so it was safe to enter (1).

2 marks
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River was located close to school (1) meaning we did not have to spend
too much time travelling (1).

2 marks
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Question 4 (b)

Please note that the comments made on Question 4 also apply to Question 5 and Question 6
as the questions are in parallel and the resources are very similar. Section B contained
questions on both familiar and unfamiliar contexts this series.

It is important to remind candidates to write their responses under the correct enquiry
context. A proportion of candidates wrote coastal enquiry responses in the river enquiry and
hazardous environments enquiry questions. This limited their responses as only generic
statements plausible to the enquiry context being answered could be credited.

This question required candidates to explain one quantitative method chosen for their data
collection. It was pleasing to see the majority of candidates know the difference between
qualitative and quantitative data collection methods, resulting in many responses being
awarded full marks. There are still a minority of candidates who provided a response focused
on a qualitative data collection method and were awarded zero marks.

This response does not answer the question.

0 marks
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This response gives a list of variables, but does not go on to explain the
method for any of them.

1 mark

Rock type (1). There is no explanation of the method used to collect the
data, but detail about their results which does not answer the
question.

1 mark
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Depth of river (1) measured every 100m downstream to see if it gets
deeper (1).

2 marks

Sediment size (1) measured width of channel and divided into 3 (1) at
each third picked first rock touched and measured it (1).

3 marks
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River width (1) I made sure the tape measure was pulled tight and not
influenced by vegetation (1) and recorded the width at numerous sites
along the river (1).

3 marks
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Question 4 (c)

Please note that the comments made on Question 4 also apply to Question 5 and Question 6
as the questions are in parallel and the resources are very similar. Section B contained
questions on both familiar and unfamiliar contexts this series.

It is important to remind candidates to write their responses under the correct enquiry
context. A proportion of candidates wrote coastal enquiry responses in the river enquiry and
hazardous environments enquiry questions. This limited their responses as only generic
statements plausible to the enquiry context being answered could be credited.

Candidates need a clearer understanding of all the stages in the geographical enquiry
process to avoid misinterpreting examination questions.

In this question, candidates were required to explain one advantage of a technique used to
present their fieldwork data. A significant proportion of candidates achieved full marks
correctly identifying an advantage and developing this in enough detail to gain 3 marks.
Some candidates appeared less clear on the different stages of the geographical enquiry
process and provided responses focused on a data collection method or data analysis
method instead, resulting in zero marks being awarded.

This response focuses on a data collection method and not a data
presentation technique.

0 marks
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Pie charts/bar graphs were easy to read (1) because they are simple
(1).

2 marks

Used line graph with our quantitative data (1) which was good to find
anomalies (1) and also good to see trends (1).

3 marks
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Question 4 (d)

Please note that the comments made on Question 4 also apply to Question 5 and Question 6
as the questions are in parallel and the resources are very similar. Section B contained
questions on both familiar and unfamiliar contexts this series.

It is important to remind candidates to write their responses under the correct enquiry
context. A proportion of candidates wrote coastal enquiry responses in the river enquiry and
hazardous environments enquiry questions. This limited their responses as only generic
statements plausible to the enquiry context being answered could be credited.

Candidates need a clearer understanding of all the stages in the geographical enquiry
process to avoid misinterpreting examination questions.

In this question, candidates were required to explain two techniques they used to analyse
their data. Candidates found this question challenging as most provided a response focused
on a data presentation technique which often resulted in zero marks awarded. Occasionally,
these responses achieved 1 mark as ‘compare’ was credited as a very simplistic analysis
technique. It is imperative candidates are aware of what each stage of the geographical
enquiry process involves.

The better responses explained two specific data analysis techniques such as: central
tendencies, interquartiles, interquartile range, percentages and, although not listed in the
specification, some candidates provided responses explaining Spearman’s rank or standard
deviation.
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This response does not answer the question.

0 marks
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This response provides data collection methods rather than data
analysis techniques.

0 marks
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The first part of the response describes a data presentation technique.

The second part is awarded credit for the idea of being able to
compare as a very basic data analysis technique.

1 mark – 0+1

Average (1) to be able to easily compare (1).

2 marks
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Mean (1) to help notice the pattern/change (1).

2 marks – 0+2
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Spearman's rank test (1) to see if there was a correlation between
variables (1) = 2 marks.

Compare (1) data to see if it linked to the Bradshaw model to make a
conclusion (1) = 2 marks.

4 marks
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Question 4 (e)

Please note that the comments made on Question 4 also apply to Question 5 and Question 6
as the questions are in parallel and the resources are very similar. Section B contained
questions on both familiar and unfamiliar contexts this series.

It is important to remind candidates to write their responses under the correct enquiry
context. A proportion of candidates wrote coastal enquiry responses in the river enquiry and
hazardous environments enquiry questions. This limited their responses as only generic
statements plausible to the enquiry context being answered could be credited.

In these 8-mark extended writing questions, candidates are required to blend their use of the
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the geographical enquiry
stage presented (AO3). Therefore, they require the candidates to apply their geographical
understanding to the context shown in the resource.

In this instance, candidates were required to study Figure 4/5/6a, some information on the
student’s data collection methods, and Figure 4/5/6b, a data collection sheet.

The focus of this question required an evaluation of how far the data collection methods
supported the student in achieving their aim.

Candidates are more confident when questions are focused on data collection methods and,
as a result, a significant proportion of candidates were awarded at Level 2 as there was
frequent evidence used from the resources provided and strengths and limitations of the
methods offered. However, most responses remained in Level 2 as often candidates did not
link the pros/cons of each individual method back to the impact this could have on the
student achieving their overarching enquiry aim.

To gain Level 3 credit, the command word ‘evaluate’ needs to be met which requires a
concluding statement at the end of a response for full marks.
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The first two paragraphs describe what is shown in each resource and
the final paragraph makes basics points about strengths/limitations to
gain AO3 credit.

3 marks
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This candidate works through each data collection method and
provides one strength and limitation for each strategy. There is a basic
evaluative statement at the end to meet the demands of the Level 2
descriptors.

5 marks
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This candidate gives some detail to each data method used providing
clear, specific evaluations of each strategy. The response includes clear
judgement language within the answer using terms such as: 'however',
'therefore', 'excellent method' to reach top Level 2.

6 marks
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This response has a detailed evaluation of all the data collection
methods shown in the resources and these include well developed
pros and cons to achieve both AO3 and AO4 credit. This candidate
attempts to draw some evaluation of how successful the student was
in achieving their aim. Although not done in detail, this is sufficient to
reach the top of Level 3.

8 marks
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There is clear evaluation of each data collection method shown in the
resources. The candidate demonstrates a clear understanding of the
strengths and limitations of the methods used. Judgement language is
used through the response and there is an attempt at the end to try
and link the effectiveness of the methods in achieving the students
aim. However, this aspect is fairly weak, therefore, achieving 7 marks.

7 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

When answering the 8-mark longer response questions, candidates need to be clear on
the demands of the command word ‘analyse’. This requires candidates to investigate an
issue by breaking it down into different components and making logical, evidence-based
connections between these components.
Candidates need to recognise that the longer response 8-mark question is dominated by
the AO distribution (4 marks for AO3 and 4 marks for AO4). Therefore, responses that are
unbalanced or focus on one AO will be limited to a Level 1 response.
In questions where candidates are asked to develop a single reason, it is important to
ensure that the appropriate number of links in the explanatory chain are developed. The
number of marks should be used as a guide. These questions usually have the command
word, ‘suggest’ or ‘explain', but may differ in depth depending on the expectation of the
question. For example, a 4-mark, ‘explain one reason why...’ question requires greater
depth than a 4-mark, ‘explain two reasons for...’ question.
Candidates need to be secure in their understanding of geographical terminology e.g.
drainage basin, abiotic, weathering, Coriolis force, river regime, transfer, cause.
Candidates need to be able to explain the distribution and features of all coastal
ecosystems listed in the specification. It is often the case that candidates are familiar
which coral reef ecosystems, but less confident with mangrove, sand dune and saltmarsh
ecosystems.
Candidates need to be able to accurately explain the Coriolis force.
Candidates need to ensure they complete the correct fieldwork question. There were a
number of candidates answering questions based on a coasts enquiry in both the river
and hazard enquiry questions. This limited responses as marks could only be awarded for
generic ideas plausible for the enquiry context being answered.
Candidates need to be confident in explaining different stages in the geographical enquiry
process, not just fieldwork methods.
Candidates need to be aware of the difference between sampling strategies and data
collection methods.
Candidates need to be aware of the difference between data presentation techniques and
data analysis techniques.
Candidates need to be confident in evaluating different presentation techniques.
Some candidates do not follow the instructions on the front of the exam paper and
attempt to answer all questions which often results in the candidate running out of time. It
would be useful to spend time with candidates, using the SAMs materials to ensure they
are familiar with the structure of the paper to avoid rubric infringements.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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