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Introduction

Paper 2 forms the Reading and Writing section of the French International GCSE. This paper
accounts for 50% of the total marks for the International GCSE, with the complete number of
marks for the paper itself being 80; 40 marks are designated for reading, and 40 for writing.

The assessment is conducted as an examination lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes. The paper
assesses reading and writing abilities across distinct sections, encompassing five thematic
areas:

Home and Abroad

Education and Employment
Personal Life and Relationships
The World Around Us

Social Activities, Fitness and Health

The reading part is comprised of five questions inviting candidates to display their
understanding of written French through questions focused on a set of brief texts or an
individual, more extended passage. The overall difficulty level increases from the first
guestion to the fifth.

The first question is organised in multiple-choice answers (6 marks), the second question is a
multiple-choice gap-filling task (6 marks), and the third is another multiple-choice question
(8 marks). The fourth question is extracted from a literary text, containing a short, adapted
passage from an authentic source suitable for this level. Candidates are expected to respond
to cues in French with concise answers (10 marks). The fifth question is based on an
authentic French text, with questions in French requiring answers in the same language

(10 marks).

The writing part of the paper consists of three questions, including two composition
exercises and a third question concentrated on grammar. The initial writing question is brief,
and candidates are guided to write between 60 and 75 words, encompassing four specific
words or short phrases. The evaluation is segmented into two parts: 1) Communication and
Content; 2) Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy (10 marks).

The second writing question, more extended than the first, presents a choice. Candidates
may choose from three questions based on different topics and must write between 130 and
150 words in response, addressing four bullet points. The evaluation is again categorised
under two headings: 1) Communication and Content; 2) Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy
(20 marks).

For the third, grammar-focused question, candidates are required to alter the words in
brackets so that they conform correctly within the sentences. This may include adjusting, for
instance, verbs and adjectives into their correct verb form (10 marks).
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In this portion of the paper, grammatical precision, punctuation, and spelling are examined.
Question 1

This series, question 1 addresses the subject of accidents, injuries, common ailments and
health issues. Candidates are tasked with choosing the correct option to complete the
sentence, and the majority executed this well. The structure of this question necessitates a
meticulous reading of the text in order to respond to the six multiple-choice questions.
Success hinges on comprehending the fundamental vocabulary of the text and discerning
the message, primary points, particulars, and viewpoints. The vast majority of candidates
thrived in this question, frequently achieving full marks, indicative of a robust understanding
of the relevant vocabulary.

Question 2

For question 2, candidates are required to complete sentences by selecting words from a
given bank, taking into consideration both grammar and meaning. A specific example is
provided to illustrate the thought process candidates need to employ. The theme of this
guestion centres on the topic of childhood.

Achievement in this task calls for precise interpretation of both the text and the grammar,
and in many instances, candidates excelled. The majority attained more than half the
available marks, with numerous individuals securing full marks. Mistakes generally occurred
when candidates opted for words that were grammatically accurate but did not align with the
content of the passage. Overall, candidates exhibited adept skill in the structure of these
exercises, and their capacity to choose the correct and pertinent type of word for each
question was reflective of their comprehension and assurance in the subject.
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Question 3

For this question candidates need to match statements with specific individuals, placing
exactly eight crosses in the correct boxes to identify who has made the statements or what
they refer to, with some statements possibly corresponding to more than one person, or
none at all.

The exercise is centred on the subject of travel and transport. The majority of candidates
adhered to the guideline of placing eight crosses, although some placed only six or seven,
thus missing a scoring opportunity, while others placed more than eight and incurred a
reduction in marks for each additional cross.

Performance was predominantly robust, with most candidates achieving high marks,
showing a very good comprehension of the vocabulary and the instructions. On the whole,
candidates appeared to be well-prepared for the format of the question and demonstrated
an outstanding understanding of the topic's vocabulary. Nevertheless, there is a recurring
necessity to remind candidates of the stipulation to place exactly eight crosses, and for some,
to clarify their crossing out if they decide to alter their answers.

Lionel Anne Ahmed

Exemple : On peut acheter a manger x| x| X
a l'aéroport,
A J'ai eu une mauvaise expérience

a l'aéroport. | X X
B On peut payer pour laisser ses

bagages a l'aéroport. e = X
C Les personnes qui travaillaient X

a l'aéroport n'étaient pas ) § X [X]

sympathiques.
D Jai trouvé des objets perdus X X X

a l'aéroport.
E On peut changer de I'argent

a l'aéroport. X & h
F Iy ades informations utiles pour

les touristes a I'aéroport. X X X
G Jen‘ai pas pu prendre I'avion. = X X |

N
\/ 2{ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 8/8.
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Question 4

For this question, which is on the topic of technology, candidates have to extract ten pieces of
information, in note form, encompassing individual words as well as short phrases. The
majority of candidates fared well, though difficulties were encountered in some questions.
For Q04(c), some candidates were not specific enough and forgot to include ‘au supermarché’
or used an untargeted lift. For Q04(g), some candidates forgot to include ‘en’ in ‘en panne’
which meant that they lost the mark.

To sum up, candidates generally performed commendably across the various facets of this
question, demonstrating a capacity to extract the requisite information. However, certain
specific misunderstandings, incomplete answers, and issues with the nuances of language
resulted in some loss of marks. Enhancing attention to detail, careful reading of questions,
and understanding of grammatical elements were pinpointed as areas for improvement.

Prends des notes sur « Robot mais pas trop » Compléte le tableau en francais.

Exemple : Nom du gargon :. Ado’m

(a) Ou habite Adam :. (LIM um’ m

(1)

(b) Ce quAdam peut faire avec son portable : ... JAL /M. IVF A WEVY ...
A o~

et MUsMU~ ALY T

()
(c) Ce que la mére d’Adam ne fait plus : .. JAMY . W W ; ML Wlﬂﬁ

(d) Inconvénlentsdeiatechnologiepour le pére d’Adam : IIM N .
| o ity L. S W

(e) Description d’Adamd‘u{ 421 et AP e

(f) Ce que le robot afaItU{a

(g) Probléme du robot : JM'%W

1

I\

\( &{ ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments

This response scores 10/10.
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Question 5

In this question, focused on school, candidates faced varying degrees of success. While many
performed well in parts (c), (e) and (f), difficulties were apparent, especially where nuanced
understanding was required beyond simple lifting of text. Specific examples include
confusion in the usage of tense, wrong angles in framing responses, and incorrect inferences.
Problems were notably found in Q05(b) where the angle of the response was often incorrect,
and QO05(g) where the future tense was neglected or untargeted lifts were used. Moreover, a
misunderstanding of the word 'autrefois’ led to mistakes in part (d). The challenges
encountered in this question seemed to stem largely from mishandling specific terms and
phrases, failing to manipulate the text accurately, or misunderstanding the questions
themselves.

In summary, while candidates generally did well when the questions were less complex,
attention to detail and a deeper comprehension of the language nuances were identified as
areas needing improvement. Success depended on reading the questions carefully and
providing precise and targeted answers, rather than relying on untargeted copying from the
text.
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(@) Quelle est la priorité pour les lycéens en Suisse ?
(1)

(b) Que font les universités si les lycéens ont de mauvaises notes ?

............. Les apiver ;ﬁsnelﬁgmffdﬂf

(c) Qu'est-ce que certains enfants ne peuvent pas faire pendant la semaine ?
Donne deux détails.
(2)

Cectains._enfails ne_peuviil 5. jaer aplds les cous
_______ m:gafffﬁ”

(d) Comment étaient les conditions de vie autrefois ?
Donne deux détails.
(2)

/?afr’e/@&:égy@dﬁ[yfmfﬁdﬁﬁfﬁm’pﬁfﬂﬂ
ffqym/éfmflém/c

(e) A qui beaucoup de lycéens aiment-ils parler de leurs projets ?
(1)

........ Tls. ainoit . paclec & > copseitbes. d aceiabd.
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(f) Pourquoi les lycéens aiment-ils le vendredi matin ?
Donne deux détails.
| (2)
,,,,,,,, Tis aintal o veneds oo pacce gue ils. aebivait pas.
aller qu. cours et ik {ﬂly&ﬂl ﬂ:{g des_ackivits. de._relaxation

Y e s eayrs.

(g} Comment les formations seront-elles utiles ?
(1)

,,,,,,,,, &’g/{:’sﬂfaﬂaﬂfdﬁﬂ/ﬁfﬂf6//54?:@43/49&#
/é‘g::/{nfs'ytf/erf'lmnd@a/e vec /euf ogaization-

N\

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response scores 10/10.
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Question 6

In question 6, which focuses on the topic of family, candidates are asked to complete a short
writing task in French. The majority of candidates performed commendably, showcasing a
good knowledge of vocabulary, grammar, and varied tenses. Many achieved full marks for
Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy, with complex and idiomatic phrases.

However, some candidates lost marks in Communication and Content due to not following
instructions or misusing specific stimulus words. A common issue was with the word
'dispute’, and some struggled with proper usage of 'hier’, 'personnes', and 'activités'. There
were also instances of overwriting, with some answers exceeding the suggested 60-75 words,
leading to a dip in accuracy for some candidates.

Stronger responses were marked by adherence to the exact words given, including complex
structures and ideas, while weaker attempts often made errors in verb and adjectival
agreements. It was noted that those who underlined the four required words were often
more successful.
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s ™
disput

( personnesj [ spute -

_\\
hi tivité

[ er /] ( activites ‘/J

Ecris une réponse de 60 & 75 mots en frangais au sujet de ta famille.
Tu dois employer tous les mots ci-dessus.

(10)

Llodare  tovs. (e personnes  cand. A

Jan e.......

PR EIRE JOOOL . SN LAy LA fulid, esk: tephe.. .

.............. C.«f'nnuﬁdouonaﬂﬁmxéwﬂcimvg_ﬁemmn:,

..................... ot pecd... toy. }wﬁ,

SO M. *?#gmsmmféme

............... Httfjf.ami allie. . . lﬂ plage.. onec..Ma..

a.a..-a (4§

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Fam.: N0 PR & 2\ T Mb&mmwwamw{!

............. comme. .. Mﬁ{ra!m amer ... . dauu‘ RAL.....fo0E...

,.,..,.&Fac.i...a...........a..ua..L.c............ci.u.;:t:!.-.g...........Za ....... p(arn GQWMMJW
............ le . obfnac.. che?. . Yo@m ma. faole....

N\

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response scores 10/10:

e 5 for Communication and Content
e 5 for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy

The candidate has created an outstanding piece of work, utilising the
four bullet points to craft a persuasive response filled with remarkable
details. The language employed is intricate, diverse, and highly
accurate.
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Question 7 (a)

The longer writing task in Q07(a) focuses on the topic of special occasions and was the most
popular choice among candidates. Examiners sought well-developed answers to each bullet
point, leading to highly structured and well-articulated essays in successful cases. However,
misunderstandings or the failure to properly address certain bullet points resulted in
incomplete or less successful answers for some candidates.

Common issues included struggles with challenging bullet points, basic grammar and tense
mistakes, particularly with present, perfect, and future tenses, leading to lost marks. Some
candidates only used one tense, limiting their score for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.
Others failed to address or misinterpreted some of the bullet points, losing content marks. A
specific example was the second bullet in Q07(a), where many candidates described their last
birthday instead of how they prepared for it, often failing to use the perfect tense correctly.
Overall, the responses varied in quality, with the use of tenses and attention to bullet point
details being notable areas for improvement.

Teachers are advised to emphasise the importance of reading instructions carefully, and
candidates must understand that using the stimulus words exactly as given and staying
focused on the topic is vital for maximum marks. Overall, the performance was generally
quite strong.
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e, Y], | X

N

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response scores 20/20:

-

e 10 for Communication and Content
e 10 for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy

The candidate has presented a fluent and coherent piece of work. In
addressing the four bullet points, the language employed is not only
accurate but also varied and complex.
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Question 7 (b)

In QO07(b) concerning media, candidates frequently encountered difficulties in addressing the
future of media, often focusing instead on their personal future actions. The last bullet point
was particularly challenging for many, both in generating ideas and in using the future tense.
While some candidates improved in evenly covering the required points, a significant number
still struggled with various aspects of tenses beyond the present, two-part negatives, and
linking possessive adjectives to gender and number. Other areas of difficulty included the
confusion between technology and media, and the rare use of certain grammatical
enrichments like apres avoir/étre. However, stronger responses were noted for clarity in
justifying views, handling the past tense correctly, and some usage of more complex
structures such as the subjunctive.
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N { ResultsPlus
/---.. Examiner Comments

This response scores 20/20:

e 10 for Communication and Content
e 10 for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy

The candidate provides in-depth information pertinent to the question
and subject, including extended sequences of writing. Linguistically,
the candidate has skilfully employed a range of grammatical
structures, incorporating some complex constructions and has
successfully referred to past, present, and future time frames.
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Question 7 (¢)

In Q07(c), which focuses on the topic of traditions, candidates often misinterpreted the bullet
points concerning the importance of traditions today and how they should be preserved.
Some candidates gave excellent responses, utilizing a variety of tenses, but others struggled,
thinking that a single example of a tense or sentence was sufficient. Specific issues included
writing about general food during celebrations instead of personal experience, leading to
tense issues, uneven development of bullet points, and a failure to use a minimum of three
time frames (present, past, conditional), affecting their scores for Linguistic Knowledge and
Accuracy. A common issue was also the tendency to develop initial bullet points more fully,
with the final one often rushed or inadequately addressed, which sometimes affected the
demonstration of tense variation.
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ﬂaamlner Comments

This response scores 20/20:

e 10 for Communication and Content
e 10 for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy

The candidate successfully provides detailed information across all
four sections of the task, including some extended passages where
language is employed creatively to articulate and support individual
thoughts and opinions, as seen in the beginning of the third
paragraph. The response exhibits an array of grammatical structures,
including a mix of complex constructions. While there are some minor
errors, particularly with endings, these do not detract from the overall
comprehension. The use of tenses throughout the response is
generally very secure.
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Question 8

Candidates generally performed well in this question with specific grammatical elements
such as the present tense (Q08(a)), adjectives (Q08(g)), feminine adjectives (Q08(h)), and the
future tense of étre (Q08(j)). However, many encountered difficulties with other aspects.
There was frequent confusion between the perfect and imperfect tenses in parts (e) and (f),
leading to mistakes. Some candidates struggled with the formation of the perfect tense in
part (b) and others failed to make the adjective 'fermé' both feminine and plural to agree
with the noun in part (c). The use of the imperfect tense in particular proved to be a
challenging task, and only the most confident candidates showed full mastery of the 'nous’
form in the imperfect tense for 'prendre.’
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8 Modifie les mots (a)-(j). lls doivent respecter le sens de la phrase. Attention ! Il n'est
pas toujours nécessaire de changer les mots.

Actuellement, les éléves de mon village ne (a) [aller] pas a 'école. L'année derniére,
ils (b) [commencer] a étudier en ligne car les écoles régionales étaient (c) [fermé].
J'aime suivre mes cours a distance parce que je ne (d) [se réveiller] pas tot et j'ai

le temps de regarder des dessins animés. Avant, d’habitude, mes camarades de classe
et moi (e) [prendre] I'autobus a sept heures du matin et ensuite nous (f) [marcher]
de l'arrét d’autobus jusqu'a I'école. Le trajet était (g) [ennuyeux] et la route était

(h) [long]. La semaine prochaine, je (i) [retourner] a I'école. Ce (j) [étre] génial de
voir mes amis et mes professeurs !

@ o VO
(6 i O EOMNCNLE s
@ ....me.  révelle. ...
(@) ... LAEEIE D ICNIONS. ..o
) o MAychions
(9) ennuyam
h) longﬂut

[ VR (<% 700148 73 < 16| SR—_—

() [ 1 1 »'s

¢ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 10/10.

(M
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(1)

(1)

(1}

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)
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Paper Summary

In this series, numerous candidates demonstrated linguistic prowess and offered creative
communication content. Examiners praised these efforts but also highlighted fundamental
errors related to tenses, gender, spelling, and omitted accents, particularly within the Q07
essays.

Taking this into account, candidates are offered the following advice:

Apply grammar rules to make accurate choices, especially in question 2.

Ensure that replicated phrases from the text are coherent and directly pertinent to the
tasks in questions 4 and 5.

Utilise the stimulus words in question 6 and ensure that the message of the short writing
task is clear.

Include more than one time frame to achieve a higher score in question 6.

Address all sections, employ a diverse vocabulary, and utilise at least three tenses in
question 7.

Read sentences meticulously to derive the correct answer in question 8.

Review spelling, verb endings, and tense construction, specifically differentiating between
the future and conditional tenses.

Treat all topics and sub-topics with uniform consideration during study and revision.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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