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Introduction

The Summer 2023 series was very successful. Centres are once again congratulated on
preparing their candidates so well, especially during another very challenging year. As
always, the responses are a pleasure to mark and a joy to read.

This International GCSE 4ET1 02 English Literature examination consists of two sections
(Modern Drama and Literary Heritage) and lasts for 1 hour and 30 minutes. This is an open
book examination. The questions on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to
show what they can achieve in relation to the detailed study of texts.

AO1 was a strong feature of both Sections A and B, with most responses demonstrating at
least sound knowledge and understanding of the texts studied. AO2 discussion was varied
across responses with some candidates exploring language, form and structure in a
comprehensive manner while others might just have commented on the effects of particular
words or phrases from the texts, without perhaps identifying the technique used. A number
of level 4 responses were seen with thorough application of analytical detail and a convincing
critical style. At level 5, some very impressive responses were seen that used deep
understanding of analytical approaches to perceptively respond to the question.

In terms of AO4 in Section B, the Literary Heritage section of the paper, some candidates
performed very well, integrating relevant and purposeful detail about the influence of
context into their answers to fully support the points made. Others frontloaded context with
a paragraph at the start or perhaps as an 'add on' or afterthought to their essay, which was a
much less successful approach. Some candidates did not include any reference to aspects of
context at all. It is worth noting that literary context is valid as an approach eg with reference
to tragedy, genre and literary motifs alongside social, cultural and historical context.

Candidates are advised to spend 45 minutes on each section. The total number of marks
available for this paper is 60. Both section carry 30 marks per question.
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Question 1

Many of the responses to question 1 provided an in-depth consideration of the importance
of reputation in the play. Responses tended to consider the importance of reputation in the
eyes of the community of Red Hook, the importance Eddie places on maintaining his
reputation and how Eddie’s tragic downfall is, at least in part, a result of Marco acting
dishonourably towards Eddie in front of the community. Candidates also touched on Alfieri’s
reputation within the community as a wise, respected lawyer and Marco’s reputation as a
hard-working, honourable family man.

From the responses, it was evident that there were lots of opportunities for candidates to
show their understanding for AO1 as well as much for candidates to consider in relation to
language, form and structure for AO2. In particular, there was consideration of the tale of
Vinny Bolzano, the turning point in the play being Eddie’s loss of reputation within the
community as a result of reporting Rodolpho and Marco to the Immigration Bureau and how
Eddie’s desperation to restore his reputation ultimately results in his death.

Comments from examiners:

Most answers focused on Eddie’s reputation, rather than Marco’s or Rodolpho’s.
Answers were generally well written, but could have been more tightly focused.
The responses of weaker candidates did not develop much past the idea of what
reputation was and how Eddie’s character changed from the start to his final moment.
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This response focuses on the importance of reputation in the play.
Points include the example of Vinny Bolzano and how Marco
humiliates Eddie in front of the community.

There is a combination of relevant personal engagement with sound
knowledge and understanding of the play. The response is focused on
the question and relevant support is embedded. There is also sound
understanding for AO2. The response fulfils the criteria for level 3.

Further coverage of the play and closer analysis of language, form and
structure could have helped the candidate to achieve a mark in level 4.

Level 3, 18 marks.

Remember that in Section A, both AO1 and AO2 are assessed.
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Question 2

On the whole, the responses to question 2 demonstrated a clear understanding of how
Catherine changes in the play. Responses tended to focus on Catherine’s initial presentation,
the impact of Rodolpho’s arrival on her character and her changing relationship with Eddie.
There were some thoughtful responses that considered how, even from the start of the play,
Catherine shows a growing independence, such as how she wants to pursue a job as a
stenographer, and it is actually Eddie’s over-protective nature that prevents Catherine’s true
character from being clearly apparent.

For AO2, there was evidence of points covering language, form and structure. Language
points tended to centre on the language used by Catherine in her blossoming relationship
with Rodolpho and the clear change in her feelings towards Eddie, as evident in the language
she uses towards him at the start of the play compared to the middle (and then at the end).

Comments from examiners:

This question was generally well answered. Many candidates were able to track the course
of Catherine’s development and to integrate language comments.
More successful candidates explored a wider range of points and their responses were
balanced across AO1 and AO2.
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This response considers how Catherine changes in the play. There is
some consideration of Catherine's relationship with Eddie and how
this changes, particularly as a result of Rodolpho's arrival. Examples
are selected from the text.

However, there is some drift from the question and further
consideration of language, form and structure could have helped the
response to achieve a mark more securely in level 2.

Level 2, 9 marks.

Candidates are advised to spend 45 minutes on Section A.
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Question 3

There were a number of particularly successful responses to this question, which gave a
balanced response offering reasons why the ending of the play is both successful and
unsuccessful.

Many responses considered how the Inspector is Priestley’s mouthpiece, advocating
socialism over capitalism, and evaluated how well this message was conveyed, both to the
Birling family and the audience. The majority of responses considered the play as whole and
how the events did or did not result in a successful ending.

For AO2, there was some thoughtful consideration of how Sheila changes as the play
progresses and, by the end, takes over the role of the Inspector advocating the need to help
others in society. This was then used as a reason as to why the ending was successful. There
were also similar comments in relation to Eric. More often than not, the unchanging attitudes
of Mr and Mrs Birling and Gerald was then given as the reason why the ending was, at least
in part, not successful.

Many candidates analysed the Inspector’s language at the end of the play. There was also
much discussion of the cyclical structure of the play, the different attitudes to the news that
the Inspector is not real and the cliffhanger with the news that an inspector is on the way to
the house.

Comments from examiners:

There were a range of views and generally candidates didn’t feel it was just successful or
unsuccessful.
Occasionally candidates spent too much time on the historical aspects without relating
their comments back to the question.
This question allowed the candidates to form their own opinion.
Less successful candidates often fell into a retelling of the story.
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This response demonstrates an assured understanding of the play. In
particular, there is a solid focus on AO2, such as the references to the
'cyclical structure', the consideration of the stage directions and the
punctuation used.

References are well-selected and a good deal of ground is covered in
this answer. The answer is assured in its arguments and just reaches
the bottom of level 5.

Further coverage of points for AO1, demonstrating an understanding
of specific points in the play leading up to the ending of the play, could
have helped the response to secure a mark more securely in level 5.

Level 5, 26 marks.

A brief plan at the start can help candidates to think of the range of
points they would like to include in their essay.
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Question 4

Similar to the most successful responses to question 3, there were some particularly detailed
answers that gave a balanced approach offering reasons why the Inspector is sometimes
presented to be like an ordinary police inspector and other times in the play when he is not.

Overall, responses tended to sway towards agreeing with Sheila’s statement. Many
candidates considered how the Inspector seems to know more than an ordinary inspector
would and how he appears to go beyond what would be expected of an ordinary police
inspector by making the family aware of their responsibilities and tries to activate their
consciences.

For AO2, as with question 3, there was lots for candidates to be able to explore. For
language, many candidates considered the initial description of the Inspector, how he is not
intimidated by Mr Birling and the connotations of his name – ‘Goole’ – when arguing that the
Inspector is not a typical inspector. For the opposite view, candidates tended to consider his
approach to questioning and how he treats all characters as equals when questioning them.
There was also much consideration of the Inspector’s sermon-like speech at the end of the
play.

Comments from examiners:

This question allowed the weaker candidates a clear structure in which to apply their ideas
and opinions and look at the meaning of the Inspector’s name.
Stronger responses were able to reflect on Priestley’s socialist views as seen through the
character and how this was reflected through Sheila later.
Candidates chose evidence that was carefully selected to reflect their ideas rather than the
more traditional choices.
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AO1 is sound in this response. There is consideration of the meaning
of the Inspector's name, how he 'acts as the voice of reason' in the play
and how he tries to get the family and Gerald 'to take responsibility' for
their actions.

Further consideration of language, form and structure, along with
more specific examples, could have helped the response to achieve a
mark more securely in level 3.

Level 3, 14 marks.

The indicative content in the mark scheme shows possible points
candidates might make in their answer. However, these are just
suggested points; any relevant ideas are rewarded.
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Question 5

There was just one response to this question. From the response seen, it was evident that
candidates had lots of opportunities to consider Christopher’s relationship with animals,
including Wellington, his pet rat, Toby, and the puppy Ed gives to Christopher at the end of
the play.

The mark scheme sets out a full range of possible points candidates could make in relation
to both assessment objectives.
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This candidate makes a masterful and assured job of exploring
Christopher's relationships with animals in the play. There is
consideration of Christopher's relationships with Wellington, Toby and
Sandy.

The response is well-developed and quotations are embedded with
discrimination and focus. Critical style is assured and there is cohesive
evaluation of the use of form, structure and language. This is a well-
crafted and confident answer that fulfils level 5 completely.

Level 5, 30 marks.
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Question 6

There were just three responses to this question. Responses tended to focus on Ed looking
after Christopher and then Judy’s looking after Christopher at the end of the play.
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This answer is sound in its knowledge and understanding of the play,
focusing on how different characters look after Christopher.
Supporting detail is selected.

Further evidence of understanding of language, form and structure for
AO2 could have helped the response to secure a mark at the top of
level 3.

Level 3, 16 marks.

For AO1, candidates should show their knowledge and understanding
of the text through the scope and depth of examples selected from
across the text.
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Question 7

There were a number of detailed responses to this question, showing an assured
understanding of the play. Many candidates considered how Eva speaks German and follows
the Jewish faith when she first arrives in England. They then considered how Eva becomes
very English in her language and manners, effectively turning her back on her past life,
particularly when she realises that her parents are not coming to England.

For AO2, there were evidently many opportunities for candidates to consider language, form
and structure. A number of successful responses fully integrated the points for both
assessment objectives throughout. There was consideration of the time switches in the play,
highlighting the clash of the two cultures. Some candidates considered Lil's role in Eva’s
turning her back on her German Jewish culture.
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This response considers a number of points in relation to the
significance of differences in cultures in the play.

For AO2, there is some close consideration of language, form and
structure, such as how Eva and Evelyn appear on the stage together,
highlighting the differences between Eva's German Jewish culture and
the new culture she has adapted to.

Quotations are selected to support points and also facilitate some
close analysis of language, form and structure.

There is just enough evidence of knowledge and understanding for a
mark towards the bottom of level 4.

Level 4, 20 marks.

There is a choice of two questions for each text. Candidates are able to
play to their strengths by selecting the question they feel most
confident with.
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Question 8

Candidates had the freedom to choose any character they wished to focus on. The most
popular choice was Eva/Evelyn. Candidates tended to focus on the traumatic experience of
Eva/Evelyn travelling on the Kindertransport and adjusting to her new life in England.
Responses tended to consider the impact of Eva’s leaving her parents at a young age on the
rest of her life, including her fragmented relationship with her daughter, Faith.
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AO1 is sound in this response. The candidate has chosen to focus on
Evelyn as the character they respect and a number of reasons are
provided, including how she has to cope with the separation from her
birth mother, Helga, from an early age.

The response moves beyond narrative, which is a level 2 descriptor,
and there are a few relevant quotations selected from the text.

Further consideration of language, form and structure, along with
more of a range of points in relation to AO1, could have helped the
response to achieve a mark more securely in level 3.

Level 3, 13 marks.

The Point, Evidence, Explanation (PEE) approach can help to ensure
candidates achieve a mark in level 3.
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Question 9

There were three responses to this question. The mark scheme sets out a full range of
opportunities for candidates to demonstrate their understanding in relation to the two
assessment objectives. Central to the responses was the need for Elesin to respect the death
ritual but also for the Yoruba community as whole to respect the death ritual and Elesin’s
pursuance of it. There were also comments in relation to how Olunde shows ultimate respect
to the death ritual, in stark contrast to how Simon and Jane Pilkings show little respect to the
death ritual and the Yoruba traditions.
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A range of points are made in the response, focused on the
importance of respect in the play. The response contrasts what the
British colonialists respect with the respect shown by the Yoruba
people to their traditions and customs.

References are well-selected and a good deal of ground is covered in
the answer. The response is assured in its arguments and reaches the
middle of level 5.

Further evaluation of language, form and structure could have helped
the response to achieve a mark at the top of the level.

Level 5, 27 marks.

Remember, AO1 and AO2 are of equal value in Section A.
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Question 10

There were just two responses to this question. The question appears to have been
accessible, with opportunities for candidates to demonstrate their understanding for both
AO1 and AO2, particularly having the opportunity to build an argument based on the
character of their choice.
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This question requires candidates to consider the presentation of one
character they find interesting in the play. In this case, the candidate
has chosen to focus on Elesin.

This is an assured response with evidence of a perceptive, critical style.
A vast range of points are made throughout the response. There is
cohesive evaluation of language, form and structure, and relevant
examples are selected with discrimination. The response fulfils the
criteria for level 5.

Level 5, 30 marks.

Candidates are able to show personal engagement for AO1 by offering
their own individual thoughts on relevant ideas.
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Question 11

This question proved to be successful with there being much for candidates to explore. Many
candidates considered how Benvolio is a loyal and caring friend to Romeo, how he is
presented as a peacemaker and how he is protective of Romeo when he tells him to flee
after killing Tybalt.

For AO2, many candidates considered the meaning of Benvolio's name, how he is presented
in contrast to Tybalt and how he is the one to persuade Romeo to attend the Capulet’s ball,
which results in Romeo meeting Juliet. AO4 points often centred on the importance of
honour at the time the play is set and the tendency to duel to settle a dispute.

Comments from examiners:

The best answer looked as Benvolio as more complex than just a peacekeeper,
considering him as a young man of his time with a past.
Candidates considered his friendship with Romeo, his standing in the community and his
role as peacekeeper.
For Q11 candidates were able to discuss the character of Benvolio and his place within the
play – weaker candidates didn’t move beyond that but were able to use some language to
demonstrate their ideas.
Stronger candidates were able to make comparisons to the other characters and how
Benvolio is a catalyst within the plot and use language to explore and develop how this is
seen. AO4 was easier for weaker candidates to include as they could apply the idea of
honour and reputation here.
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There is very limited understanding evident in this response, with brief
references to how Benvolio is Romeo's cousin, friend and love adviser.
One supporting quotation is selected and a brief comment is provided.

There is enough evidence of AO1 and AO2 for a mark towards the top
of level 1. There is no reference to context.

Level 1, 5 marks.

Candidates are advised to spend 45 minutes on this section of the
paper.
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Question 12

Some candidates considered the Prologue line by line, which often helped candidates to
structure their responses. However, some candidates limited their responses to purely
considering the meaning of the lines in the Prologue, without making links to the events that
unfold in the play. The more successful responses considered ideas presented within the
Prologue and linked these more widely to the significance of events and themes within the
play, such as the role of fate in the relationship between Romeo and Juliet.

For AO1, there was much discussion centred on how the ongoing feud between the two
families underlies the conflict throughout the play. Some candidates considered how the
play’s tragic ending is inevitable, as indicated in the Prologue, and how the Prologue points to
the resolution of the conflict at the end of the play. For AO2, the more successful responses
did not just focus on the Prologue but explored language, form and structure in relation to
other parts of the play. A number of the responses successfully explored AO1 and developed
points by building in AO2 and AO4. Points in relation to AO4 often explored how typical it
was for conflict, given the setting of the play, to be resolved through violence. Other points
relating to context centred on the belief in fate at the time the play was written and the
reason for Prologues, given the theatres and audiences of the time.

Comments from examiners:

Weaker responses struggled to look beyond the Prologue and focused on the language
there but were unable to confidently apply this to the rest of the play.
Stronger responses looked at the rest of the play in relation to the opening and explored a
wider range of points, with a judicious selection and analysis of evidence and their
responses were balanced across AO1, AO2 and AO4.
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This answer sustains a focus on the question and addresses all three
assessment objectives, including context, throughout the response.

For AO2, there is close evaluation of language, form and structure
throughout, often as a way of developing points for AO1. A critical style
is deployed and the candidate works methodically through a number
of valid, well-developed and supported points.

This response fulfils the criteria for level 5 and therefore warrants full
marks.

Level 5, 30 marks.
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Question 13

Responses to question 13 were often successful and considered a full range of examples of
betrayal in the play.

There was much focus on the betrayal of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth of Duncan and, more
widely, of Scotland. Many responses considered the Thane of Cawdor’s betrayal of King
Duncan at the start of the play and how Macbeth’s taking on of the title is an early signal of
his later betrayal of Duncan. Other acts of betrayal considered included the Witches’ betrayal
of Macbeth through their prophecies, Macbeth’s betrayal of Banquo, Macduff’s betrayal of
his family when he goes to England to meet Malcolm and Macbeth’s betrayal of Lady
Macbeth, such as when he does not inform her of his intention to have Macduff and his
family killed.

For AO2, responses found much to consider in relation to all three aspects. There was some
in-depth consideration of the reactions to the murder of Duncan, including other characters
and animals. There was also some interesting analysis of Lady Macbeth telling Macbeth to
‘look like the innocent flower, but be the serpent under it’. For AO4, many responses
considered how the play serves as a warning to discourage acts of treason, particularly
following the Gunpowder plot. Other points linked to the belief in the Divine Right of Kings,
the Natural Order and religious links to Adam and Eve.

Comments from examiners:

The theme of betrayal provided strong responses that looked comprehensively at all the
characters and aspects of the theme. The Witches and their role in the play featured
strongly.
Less successful responses did fall into telling the story but were able to use key moments
still to demonstrate their understanding.
Stronger responses looked more at the development of how the betrayal was
signalled and how it reflected on Macbeth and Shakespeare’s intention through carefully
selected moments / evidence with clear analysis of language, form and context.
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This answer sustains a focus on the question and addresses all three
assessment objectives, including context, throughout the response.

For AO2, there is close evaluation of language, form and structure
throughout, often as a way of developing points for AO1. A critical style
is deployed and the candidate works methodically through a number
of valid, well-developed and supported points. This response fulfils the
criteria for level 5 and therefore warrants full marks.

Level 5, 30 marks.

For context, candidates could comment on a number of aspects,
including:

the author's life
the historical setting, time and location
social and cultural context
the literary context
how the text is received at different times.
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Question 14

A number of different characters were chosen, including Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, Macduff
and Banquo. There was even a response that focused on Young Siward. The flexibility of the
question meant that candidates could play to their strengths.

There were a number of thoughtful responses to this question, with a multitude of reasons
given for the choice of character. The responses that centred on Macbeth tended to explore
how he was manipulated by the Witches and his wife, Lady Macbeth. The responses that
focused on Lady Macbeth tended to consider her mental health and how restricted she was
as a woman at the time the play is set.

As with the other questions in this section of the paper, AO1 tended to be the strongest.
However, as candidates had the freedom to choose a character to focus on, it did mean that
they could play to their strengths and therefore there was often development of points with
AO2 and AO4 integrated throughout. Less successful responses tended to provide a
narration of events relating to the chosen character without building up an argument as to
why sympathy is felt for the character.

Comments from examiners:

One of the best answers looked at Lady Macbeth and considered her relationship with
Macbeth, the problems with being a woman and the way events affected her.
Within the weaker responses, candidates often restricted themselves by choosing
characters that perhaps they didn’t know thoroughly enough so the evidence in turn was
limited and very basic. If a key character was chosen it again fell more into a narration of
key moments.
Stronger responses were able to explore the development and changes within their
chosen characters and have an individual voice from their own perspective which, as an
examiner, was a welcome change.
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This response is focused on the question and relevant support is
embedded. There is a combination of relevant personal engagement
with sound knowledge and understanding of the play.

AO4 is addressed, including how an audience would have responded
when the play was first staged. Closer analysis of language, form and
structure could have helped the response to achieve a mark in level 4.
The response fulfils the criteria for level 3 so a mark at the top of the
level is appropriate.

Level 3, 18 marks.

Form, for AO2, could include:
the type of text
the physical organisation of the text, including stage directions
the genre
prose / verse.
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Question 15

There were just a few responses to this question. There were no discernible difficulties. The
responses seen tended to consider how Shylock is presented as both a villain and a victim,
often taking a balanced approach. The indicative content in the mark scheme outlines the
range of points candidates could make in relation to the three assessment objectives.

73 Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 02R



74Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 02R



75 Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 02R



There are a wide range of points for AO1 in this response, including
how Shylock is prejudiced against, how he has a hatred for Antonio
and how sympathy is felt for Shylock when he loses everything at the
end of the play. There is supporting quotation for points throughout
the response.

There is sufficient evidence for AO1, including personal engagement,
for a mark just at the bottom of level 4. The inbalance of evidence
across the three assessment objectives prevents the response from
securing a mark in the higher level.

Level 4, 20 marks.

There is no need to provide a plot summary as an introduction; AO1 is
most effectively demonstrated through the selection of ideas from
across the text, appropriate for the question.
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Question 16

There were no responses to this question.
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Question 17

There were just three responses to this question. Nevertheless, there were no discernible
difficulties and the mark scheme outlines the range of opportunities for candidates to
demonstrate understanding in relation to the three assessment objectives.
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Focus on the question is sustained, with a range of valid points made
for AO1 showing sustained critical style and thorough personal
engagement for level 4.

Quotations are selected appropriately to support points and there is
evidence of detailed understanding of context. There is some close
analysis of language, although more in depth analysis, and further
exploration of structure and form, could have helped to lift the
response to the very top of level 4.

Level 4, 23 marks.

Although the mark scheme does not specify the need to use literary
terminology, this could well help candidates to focus on the need to
explore language, form and structure for AO2.
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Question 18

There were just eight responses for this question. Points tended to centre on the time Jane
and Mr Bingley first meet, Mr Darcy’s interference in their relationship and how they finally
go on to marry. The mark scheme sets out the full range of opportunities for candidates to
address the three assessment objectives.
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This is a well-crafted and assured response which covers a lot of
relevant ground, fully focused on the relationship between Jane and
Mr Bingley.

Arguments are developed and quotation is selected and embedded
with assurance. There are also references to context, such as how
Austen wrote the novel as 'a commentary and mocking of the social
hierarchy in the Regency era'. The response is awarded a mark at the
bottom of level 5. Further evidence of understanding of context and
evidence of assured understanding for AO2 would be required for a
mark more securely in the top level.

Level 5, 25 marks.

More successful responses will intertwine AO1, AO2 and AO4 to fully
develop ideas.
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Question 19

There were no responses to this question.
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Question 20

There were no responses to this question.
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Question 21

There were no responses to this question.
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Question 22

There were no responses to this question.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Make sure that time is split equally between the two questions – 45 minutes for each.
A brief plan at the start could help you to think about the range of points you are able to
make on your chosen question.
Remember it is the understanding in relation to the assessment objectives that is
assessed, not grammar and spelling.
Find examples from across the text to support a point, which can help to develop ideas.
The use of literary terminology can help to ensure focus on AO2.
The Point, Evidence, Explanation (PEE) approach can help to ensure a mark in level 3 is
achieved.
Remember to make relevant points in relation to context in Section B.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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