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Introduction

The Summer 2023 series was very successful; the 4ET1 01R paper performed well and was
very similar in performance to previous series. Centres are once again congratulated on
preparing their candidates so well for all three areas of the paper.

This paper is comprised of three parts: Section A: Unseen poetry (20 marks), Section B:
Anthology poetry (30 marks) and Section C: Modern Prose (40 marks).

Paper 1 is externally assessed and the total available marks is 90. This is a 'closed book'
examination; however, candidates are provided with a clean copy of the anthology poems for
the examination.

The unseen poem for question 1, My Parents Kept Me, performed well with the full range of
marks awarded. The most popular Anthology question was question 2, with two named
poems to compare. Question 3 was slightly less popular, but there was almost a balance in
responses seen for both questions. More details are provided later in this report. The most
popular prose text was, once again, Of Mice and Men. Question 6 was slightly more popular
than question 7, but the number of responses for each were almost balanced. The second
most popular text was To Kill a Mockingbird and Things Fall Apart was third favourite. There are
still very few entries for The Joy Luck Club, but the number of responses for this text was
slightly higher than The Whale Rider.

Centres are asked to remind their candidates about writing their responses in the correct
area of the answer booklet and to ensure that they have crossed the correct question
number. It does not matter which order candidates attempt the questions, but they must
make sure that responses are written in the correct areas.

The full range of marks was awarded for this paper, but there were hardly any marks in level
1; most candidates gained marks in level 3 or above. There were some extremely good
responses that were above and beyond expectations at this level and feedback received from
examiners has been very positive.

Candidates that did well in the Poetry section:

Thought about the deeper meaning of the poem(s).
Explored language form and structure skilfully.
Analysed and integrated language form and structure points together, rather than in
separate paragraphs.
When comparing Anthology poems, provided a balanced exploration of both.
Considered the effect on the reader.
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Candidates that did well in the Prose section:

Used evidence, such as short memorised quotations, paraphrasing, and referred to a
range of specific examples or episodes within the chosen novel.
Had a good knowledge of the context and how it impacted the text.
Weaved the context into the essay, rather than bulking it on at the end.
Answered the question clearly.

Candidates that did less well:

Had less knowledge of the text.
Did not provide enough examples.
Provided narrative responses.
Bulked on too much context at the beginning or at the end of paragraphs or did not
explicitly refer to context.
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Question 1

Candidates responded to the poem on various levels. All seemed to express sympathy with
the child who was bullied. A few lost some focus when discussing the boys who terrified the
child and there were needless comments about parenting skills and how they could be
better. Those who read a little more in-depth noted that the boy probably came from a
wealthier background than his tormentors. Many picked up on the torn clothing and ‘thighs
showing through rags’. The ‘rough’ children’s hostility to the boy was noted in most of the
responses.

The boy’s lisp was picked up and there were some sympathetic comments on this disability
and how it hampered his getting to know the other boys. Many noted the dehumanisation of
the boys as dogs. The more thoughtful responses also noted how ‘my world’ was mentioned
and how both sides were totally alien to one another. Thus, emphasising the hopelessness of
the situation. The physical toughness and strength were often noted and the paralysing fear
felt by the boy. The more confident candidates picked up on the fact that the children who
were rough were free and that the child was restricted. A few of the very confident
candidates commented on words like: sticks and stones may hurt my bones… – noting how
untrue this was. Only very few inferred that the boy seemed to envy the rough children their
freedom and how the boy in fact wanted to fit in. Quite a large number commented on the
fact that the parents ‘kept’ the boy away from rough children, but in doing so did him a
disservice. The last lines about forgiveness were interpreted in several ways. A few noted the
ambiguity of the last two lines. Some commented that possibly this was autobiographical,
with the poet reminiscing on his traumatic childhood.

Structure was mentioned – the three quatrains and the regularity of the poem reflecting how
this treatment was meted on a regular basis. Caesura and enjambement to create a build-up
of memories. Some noted that the title was the same as the first line, as if emphasising the
boys lack of freedom and creating a sense of entrapment.

Examiner comments include:

‘There were very few answers in level 1 – the majority were level 3 and above, and a sizeable
number in level 5, with quite a few achieving 20/20 – there really were some astonishingly
intelligent and perceptive responses.’

‘Many responses were quite formulaic – PEE or variations thereof – but this helped some
candidates to gain marks in level 3.’
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Two exemplars are included for this question. This first one is a level 3 response.
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In this response, the candidate demonstrates an understanding of the
poem, but coverage and close analysis are not sustained. Comment is
made about how the child is kept from 'children of poverty' and how
feelings of sympathy, empathy and pathos are conveyed. Some specific
words and phrases are explored and the use of nouns, comparatives
and enjambement are identified.

Level 3, 11 marks.

Candidates should try to explore the complete poem, not just a small
part of it.
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This second response gained a mark just in to level 5.
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This is a particularly successful response and an assured
understanding of the poem is presented. There is cohesive evaluation
of the interrelationship of the language, form and structure used by
the writer and their effect on the reader. The candidate refers to
specific words and phrases and identifies a range of techniques, such
as similes, listing, personal pronouns and some structural comments
are made. The candidate suggests that the child's life is 'sad and full of
pain' as a result of bullying and that the poem criticises childhood.
Other points include the child's sense of longing, loneliness, isolation,
and the protection and control of the parents. The response does
come to an abrupt ending and some areas could have been explored a
little more.

Level 5, 17 marks.

For the poetry questions, a most useful acronym to follow when
writing responses is PETER: Point, Evidence, Technique, Effect on
Reader, as this addresses the assessment objectives.
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Question 2

Most candidates were able to write about both poems and thoughts about life.

All candidates noted that If – was a poem giving advice to a son. Some included a little
context as well as mentioning that Kipling was inspired by Leander Starr Jameson, who was a
hero in the Boer war and the man’s character as he saw it was the ‘blueprint’ for this poem.
All noted that challenges must be faced and overcome in order to succeed in life. Many noted
that this was a dramatic monologue. For Prayer Before Birth all candidates noted that it was a
prayer to God asking him to protect them from everything evil on earth. One or two of the
more confident candidates noted that this poem was written at the height of the second
world war and how it created a frightening world for the child to be born into.

The differences in language were compared. More secure candidates noted that Kipling’s
language is confident, a man sure of his destiny and giving advice to his son. One candidate
called the poet ‘An Imperial Gentleman’. The regular structure of the poem appears to
express confidence. Candidates also noted that the child’s fears are mentioned in more
straightforward, if nightmarish language. A few noted that the child was almost ordering,
even challenging, God to hear them and protect them. Some commented about the structure
of the poem being different – its irregular stanzas seem to emphasise the child’s increasing
fears of entering a corrupt world. However, some noted the more positive notes about
nature. So not all doom and gloom!

As always with the anthology poems, not all candidates found a balance between discussing
and comparing the technical aspects of both poems and a holistic approach. Marks were lost
because of a lack of interpretation or little direct references to the poets’ craft. Overall,
though challenging, candidates did well within their ability ranges.
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Two exemplars are included for this question; the first is a level 3 response.
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This response begins by comparing how the two poems are positive
and negative, but both consider difficulties in life. The candidate
explores the use of repetition and imperatives, but some ideas are a
little repetitive. There is little coverage of If- and some 'grey' areas, such
as the part about the 'unborn child talking to her younger self'. Overall,
a sound understanding of both poems is demonstrated; however,
coverage and close analysis of language, form and structure are not
sustained.

Level 3, 16 marks.

Section B, Anthology – candidates need to consider language, form and
structure. Poems must be compared and the effect on the reader
considered. Remember that context is not assessed in either of the
poetry questions.
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This second exemplar is a level 5 response.
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The response is a cohesive evaluation of the interrelationship of the
language, form and structure used by the writers and their effect on
the reader. A varied range of comparisons are made throughout the
response and ideas are supported with relevant examples. Often,
selective words or phrases are explored in some detail. The candidate
identifies that both poems consider society and the difficulties or
dangers faced throughout life. A range of techniques are considered
and are included effortlessly within the response, such as structure,
repetition, metaphors, anaphora, imagery, tone and more. The
response is assured, but some examples could have been explored
further.

Level 5, 27 marks.

Keep quotations succinct, as illustrated in the exemplar, and integrate
them within the response.

Try to provide some balance of coverage.
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Question 3

The question worked as intended and, again, the full range of marks was awarded. The most
popular second poem choice was Poem at Thirty-nine , although a range was seen, including
My last Duchess, Sonnet 116 and La Belle Dame (used in some cases successfully to compare
different types of love – filial love and sexual attraction). Sonnet 116 was noted for being
didactic explaining what true love is and there was the anger and frustration of Thomas’s Do
not go …

My Last Duchess surprisingly proved to be quite a successful pairing – with candidates noting
how the poem turned the whole idea of love on its head. Possibly one of the least successful
with candidates was Remember mentioning that the poet was being selfish, often not
commenting on the final line of the sonnet. As with question 2 there was not always the
balance between a holistic approach and a strict technical analysis occasionally bordering on
feature spotting.

Again, a very impressive set of responses were seen with only one or two misreadings or
misunderstandings.
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A level 3 exemplar is provided for this question.
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The candidate compares Piano with Sonnet 116, beginning with a
statement saying what the two poems are about. A range of examples
are given. The first examples tend to paraphrase rather than analyse;
however, later in the response, the candidate uses selective quotations
to exemplify the 'lexical field of song'. A sound understanding of the
two poems is demonstrated, although much more coverage and close
analysis could have been included. The response is not sustained, but
meets the criteria for a mark at the top of the level.

Level 3, 18 marks.
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Question 4

This was the less popular option for this novel. Most responses mentioned that Dill is Scout’s
childhood friend and some noted that he came from a dysfunctional home. There were
occasional comments about his pride in being able to read, even at his young age, noting
that he came from an educated background and how education was prized. Some noted that
his character was based on that of Truman Capote.

This response gained full marks.
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This is an outstanding response that fully explores the character of Dill
and his relationship with Scout and Jem. An assured and perceptive
understanding of the character is demonstrated and all points are
supported with contextual points that are integrated throughout the
response. The candidate comments on how Dill reflects 'prejudice,
friendship and hardship', is 'unbiased and unprejudicial', and is
imaginative, creative, wise and funny. The candidate also recognises
how there is a loss of innocence and how Dill is a 'symbol of maturity'.
There are some extremely well-remembered quotations and the
inclusion of smaller details, such as when Dill proposes to Scout,
enhance the response further.

Level 5, 40 marks.

As this is a closed book examination, candidates do not have to use
quotations in their Prose responses. Examples can be references to
specific episodes in the novel studied or paraphrased quotations.
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Question 5

Candidates discussed the concept of law as opposed to justice and how these two are
sometimes incompatible. Atticus’ and the Sherriff’s decision not to prosecute Boo Radley was
the prime example. Tom Robinson’s trial and the miscarriage of law were the most frequent
considerations. Most responses were written confidently, displaying a thorough or assured
knowledge of the text and themes. References to the novel and context were relevant.

Two exemplars are included for this question. This first is a level 2 response.
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In this short response, the candidate considers how Scout and Jem
learn that the courts are not 'the great leaders in our society' and that
'law is unreliable'. The first page tends to be more generalised and
lacks specific examples. There is a brief mention of Tom Robinson's
trial towards the end of the response, but it is not explored in any
detail. There is some knowledge and understanding of the novel with
some brief contextual references. More examples from the novel and
further development would have benefited this response.

Level 2, 13 marks.

Try to refer to a range of examples from throughout the novel, not just
one area.
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This second exemplar gained a mark in level 5.
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This is a confident and maturely expressed response. Initially, the
candidate considers how law is not the most crucial thing and that
having law 'doesn't mean there will be justice'. Later, the candidate
counters this argument when recognising how life in Maycomb affects
everyday life, such as the segregation laws. Examples include the way
in which Bob Ewell takes the law into his own hands, Judge Taylor
asking Atticus to take on Tom Robinson's trial and Atticus's role as a
lawyer. All ideas are supported with relevant contextual comments and
the candidate provides a thoughtful response. More examples of
where the law is evidenced throughout the novel could have benefited
the response further; but a secure mark in level 5 is appropriate.

Level 5, 35 marks.

Context must be included in responses; however, there does not have
to be a balance of coverage between novel and context, as responses
should be literary not historical essays.

For context, use past mark schemes to collate a bank of ideas.
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Question 6

Candidates responded well on the theme of power. There was obviously physical power, in
this case Lennie, but how that did not necessarily mean real power and influence. There were
discussions on the abuse of power – Curley being the prime example and then Carlson. Many
candidates homed in on inherited power – Curley and earned power as in Slim. Some
discussed real power and illusionary power – an interesting example was that of Slim. One
candidate noted how he has power among his peers on the ranch, but he is only a ranch
hand and hence would lack power were he taken out of the ranch. Whereas the Boss has real
power. Lack of power was discussed – using primarily Crooks, then Candy and Curley’s wife
as examples. Curley’s wife, despite her lack of power, was noted for displaying what little she
had when she was intimidating Crooks. And even Crooks showing his power over Lennie.
Interestingly, relatively few candidates commented on the power George had over Lennie.

There did not appear to be many problems with incorporating context into the responses
and in some cases it detracted from the body of the response. The more confident
candidates were able to incorporate the context seamlessly into their responses.
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Three exemplars are included for this question; the first is a level 3 response.
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In this response, the candidate begins with some contextual comment
and briefly comments on characters who have little, none or some
power within the novel, such as Curley, George and Lennie, Crooks and
Curley's wife. Each character is briefly considered, but very few specific
examples from the novel are provided to support the points made. The
lack of development hinders progress. However, a sound knowledge
and understanding of the text is demonstrated. There is some relevant
comment on the relationship between text and context.

Level 3, 20 marks.

Candidates should prove to the examiner their knowledge of the text –
do not assume the examiner knows everything.
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This second exemplar is a level 4 response.
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In this sustained response, the candidate considers characters with
some, little or no power on the ranch. The characters of Curley and
Slim are considered as having some power in the social hierarchy of
the ranch; however, characters such as Curley's wife has little or no
power, except for the time when she threatens Crooks. Crooks is
considered as having least power and comments in relation to
segregation are included in this section. The candidate also explores
the character of Candy, who has no power over characters like Carlson,
who shoots his old dog. Some thoughtful comments are made and the
candidate answers the question when concluding that some
characters have little or no power at all.

Overall, the candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of the
novel and a sustained critical style is adopted. Contextual details
support the points made and relevant examples are provided.

Level 4, 30 marks.

Ensure context is integrated throughout the response and not included
as a bolt-on at the end of a paragraph.
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This final response gained a mark in level 5.
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The candidate demonstrates an assured understanding and considers
a range of characters within the novel with little or no power, and
those with some or all of the power. The candidate maintains a focus
on the question. Examples include: Crooks, Candy, Curley's wife, Curley
and Slim. For each character, some developed and thoughtful
comments are made and supported with relevant examples. When
discussing Curley, the candidate comments that he has power, but this
is artificial as he is the Boss' son. Curley is seen as Slim's antithesis and
that Slim is highly respected as he has earned his power through his
skills as the jerkline skinner.

Overall, an assured understanding is demonstrated and points are
supported with relevant contextual comments. Further development
of some ideas and more contextual comments could have benefited
this response further.

Level 5, 35 marks.
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Question 7

Slim’s character was analysed in varying amounts of detail. Candidates looked at his
relationship with Curley, George and Candy. Candidates noted his relationship to Curley’s
wife and how flirtatious he appeared to be; his politeness to Crooks; his comforting George.
His pragmatism was discussed – his agreeing to let Candy’s dog be put down, drowning a
litter of puppies. There were discussions on how he was not judgmental and compared
favourable to Curley when it came to authority and respect. Some noted how detailed his
description is in comparison to some of the other characters. Less confident candidates
would tend to describe Slim and mention some of the characters linked to him. More
successful responses discussed how he was linked to various themes in the novel –
leadership and friendship for example.
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There are two exemplars for this question; the first gained a mark in level 4.
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The candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel.
This personal response is sustained and considers a range of points
about the character Slim and his relationship with others on the ranch.
The candidate considers how Slim is understanding and caring, being
supportive of Candy and Lennie and goes on to consider how he is
respected, a role model, having authority and is a valued, skilled ranch
hand. Some thoughtful comment is included and ideas are developed.

Contextual points are made throughout the response. Some ideas
could have been explored in more depth and detail, such as how he
supports Candy before his old dog is shot by Carlson or the ways he
supports George and Lennie.

Level 4, 29 marks.

As this is a closed book examination, candidates do not have to use
quotations in Prose responses. Examples can be references to specific
episodes in the novel studied or paraphrased quotations.
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This second exemplar gained full marks.
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The candidate demonstrates assured knowledge and understanding of
the novel. There is confident personal engagement with the question.
The candidate presents a range of points about the character of Slim
and his interactions with other characters. The candidate identifies
that Slim is respected by other ranch workers and, as such, is a role
model. He is seen as a foil to Curley and there is some exploration of
their power struggle. His position as 'prince of the ranch' is considered
and how he is hardworking. His interactions with other characters,
such as Curley's wife and George are considered. At times, the
candidate uses Slim as a springboard to demonstrate their knowledge
of the text and other characters, but points are always brought back to
Slim. Contextual points are made throughout the response. The more
this is read, the more it confirms full marks.

Level 5, 40 marks.
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For Section C, Prose, candidates should draw on their knowledge of the
text that they have studied and give examples from different areas.
Candidates should prove to the examiner that they know the novel
they have studied.
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Question 8

There were very few responses to the question but most candidates did well. The responses
for both questions were particularly strong on the cultural context of the novel. Both
questions lent themselves to that kind of approach. Most of the responses were confident
and displayed a perceptive knowledge of the text.
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Question 9

Again, there were just a few responses to this question and the majority were very
successful. As in previous series, the responses were often a joy to read.

More successful candidates looked at responsibility demonstrated by Koro, Nanny and Kahu.
The rescuing of the whales and Koro’s fixation on finding a male leader for future generations
were considered. Those exploring Nanny considered how she took responsibility for Kahu
and how she saw it her responsibility to try and change Koro’s thinking.

62Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01R



This response gained full marks.
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This response shows assured personal engagement and a perceptive
critical style is maintained. Throughout the response, an
understanding of the relationship between text and context is
integrated convincingly and a wide range of examples are used to
support the points made. The candidate considers the responsibility
that Koro has when trying to find a male successor for future
generations and how he strives to re-establish Man's connection with
nature and preserve traditions. The role of women is explored and
how Kahu takes responsibility for 'reforming the bruised connection
and saving the Maori tribe'. Attention to detail confirms full marks.

Level 5, 40 marks.

68Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01R



Question 10

As seen in previous series, responses to this novel are often very successful, with most
gaining marks in levels 4 and 5. The knowledge and understanding of this challenging text is
often impressive.

The majority of candidates explored the difficult marriages of both mothers and daughters
and considered how difficult marriages can occur in both America and China.

The following is an example of a level 4 response.
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The candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel
through a selection of examples. The difficult marriages of Ying-ying
and Clifford, Lindo Jong and her first husband, Tyan-yu, Lena St. Clair
and Harold, are explored. There is an awareness of the relationship
between text and context and the writer's intent is considered. More
exploration of each example given could have benefited the answer
further, but the response is sustained.

Level 4, 28 marks.

A short plan is always helpful, but remind candidates not to spend too
long on it!

73 Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01R



Question 11

There were a small number of responses to this question, but it was very successful for the
candidates that attempted it.

Most candidates were able to explore the significance of Jing-mei with confidence. Examples
included how she took her mother’s place at the club and how she travelled with her father
to China to meet her half-sisters. Many commented about her piano playing and her difficult
relationship with her mother.
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Question 12

Responses to this novel are always a joy to read. The character was fully understood and
most candidates explored the character in some depth. As seen in previous series, responses
were very successful, often gaining marks in level 5.

Most candidates considered how Obierika is different to Okonkwo, but he is a true friend.
Examples included how Obierika looked after Okonkwo’s yams and visited him whilst in exile.
Other points included how he reacted to Okonkwo’s death at the end of the novel. Examiners
considered the responses to question 12 to be more successful than question 13, especially
when exploring the friendship and loyalty between Obierika and Okonkwo.
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Two exemplars are included for this question. The first is a level 4 response.
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This is a confident response that demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the novel and the character of Obirerika. A wide
range of points are made, such as Obierika being Okonkwo's best
friend, how he consoles Okonkwo following Ikemefuna's murder,
visiting Okonkwo in Mbanta when he is exiled, tending Okonkwo's
yams. How he is an 'accomplished and proud Igbo man' and how
Obierika and Okonkwo have different opinions about the changes in
culture and tradition. A range of contextual points are made
throughout the response.

The response is sustained and meets the level 4 criteria. Further
development of some areas with more specific details could have
benefited the response further.

Level 4, 32 marks.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are not assessed in this paper,
however, if a candidate struggles with writing, consider applying for
permission to use a word processor.

Did you know that we now offer our Regional IGCSE Literature paper
both online and modular? Check the website for more details or
contact our subject advisor.
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This final exemplar received full marks.
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This response demonstrates an assured understanding of both the
novel and the character, Obierika. A wide range of maturely expressed
ideas have been made and include: how Obierika is a foil to Okonkwo,
how Obierika is 'able to balance his conscience with the culture', how
he is a contrast and not as extreme as Okonkwo. How he is important
in both the plot and used to illustrate Igbo culture and traditions, how
he negotiaties a bride price with his son, how he is calm in comparison
with Okonkwo, and much more. Understanding of the relationship
between text and context is integrated convincingly into the response.
This answer is a pleasure to read.

Level 5, 40 marks.

84Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01R



Question 13

There were fewer responses to this question but, like its sister question, several of them
gained full marks. The responses were, on the whole, impressive and a joy to read.

More successful candidates explored various ceremonies, such as the ‘Feast of the Yam’ and
the actions of the egwugwu. The belief in the Oracle, Ezeudu’s funeral and allowing twins to
perish in the evil forest were also considered.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, centres are offered the following advice:

Please remind candidates to write their responses in the correct area of the answer
booklet. Space is provided for each part. It does not matter which order questions are
attempted, but the responses should be in the correct answer space.
Candidates should not use extra paper. Ample space is provided in the answer booklet,
even for larger handwriting.
Candidates should be reminded of which assessment objectives are being assessed.
Context is only assessed in Section C, Prose.
For Sections A and B, candidates must explore the language, form and structure of the
poems.
For Section C, Prose, candidates should draw on their knowledge of the text that they have
studied and give examples from different areas. Candidates should prove to the examiner
that they know the novel they have studied.
For Section C, Prose, examples can be particular references to other parts of the novel
such as events, episodes, character, action, and so on, that are relevant to the question.
Candidates can paraphrase quotations from memory, but exact quotations are not
mandatory, particularly as this is a closed book examination. The assessment objective
assesses the candidate’s knowledge of the texts and not language, form and structure.
Section B, Anthology, candidates need to consider language, form and structure. Poems
must be compared and the effect on the reader considered. Remember that context is not
assessed in either of the poetry questions.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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