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Introduction

This paper is comprised of three parts:
Section A: Unseen poetry (20 marks)
Section B: Anthology poetry (30 marks)
Section C: Modern Prose (40 marks)

The total number of marks available is 90. This is a closed book examination; however,
candidates are provided with a clean copy of the Anthology poems for the examination.

The most popular Anthology question was Question 2 and the most popular prose text was, once
again, Of Mice and Men, where the most popular question was Question 6.

The second most popular text was To Kill A Mockingbird and Things Fall Apart was third favourite.
There are still very few entries for The Joy Luck Club, but the number of responses to The Whale
Rider has continued to increase.

Centres should remind candidates to write their responses in the correct area of the answer
booklet and to check that they have crossed the correct question number. It does not matter
which order candidates attempt the questions, but they must make sure that responses are
written in the correct space. Candidates should practise completing questions in timed conditions
to ensure that they are able to answer all three sections in the available time.

The full range of marks was awarded for this paper, but there were very few gaining marks in
Level 1. Most candidates gained marks in Level 3 or above. It was particularly pleasing to read
some extremely insightful responses that were above and beyond expectations, even for Level 5.

Candidates that did well in the Poetry sections:

+ thought about the deeper meaning of the poem(s)
+ explored language, form and structure skilfully

+ analysed language, form and structure together, rather than in separate paragraphs.
Candidates that did well in the Prose section:

+ used short, embedded quotations
+ had a good knowledge of the context and how it impacted the text
+ weaved the context into the essay, rather than bolting it on at the end

+ answered the question clearly.
Candidates that did less well:

* had less knowledge of the text

+ used long quotations or provided narrative responses
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* bulked too much context at the beginning or at the end of paragraphs.

The points above are similar to those mentioned in previous reports, which supports the belief
that overall, the performance of the paper was very similar to past series.
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Question 1

Question 1: Explore how the writer presents the wishes of a child in this poem.

Vocation performed really well as an unseen poem. It was a highly accessible poem, with the less
successful candidates being able to access the meaning, but the stronger candidates flourishing
with their successful analysis.

The majority of candidates identified how the poem describes the wishes of a child who desires
freedom. Capable candidates were able to explore the child's simple idealistic descriptions of the
lives of the hawker, gardener and watchman and consider how the child seemingly does not
understand the lives of the men beyond their occupations. A number of candidates considered
how the use of time references in the poem, ‘ten in the morning’, ‘four in the afternoon’, are
indicative of the restrictions placed on the child and the child’s belief that, in their jobs, the men
observed do not have similar restrictions placed on them. Even the less successful responses
were able to identify the child’s desire for freedom.

There were a number of responses that achieved marks in the top level, attesting to candidates’
ability to successfully engage with the poem. For example, there was some insightful discussion
of the child observing the watchman through the ‘open window’, with the ‘window’ representing
freedom for the child, which the child can only observe at this point in their life.

The responses of weaker candidates tended to be limited to basic ideas about the different jobs
described in the poem. The strongest candidates were able to recognise and explore the nuances
in the speaker's implied message about appearance versus reality. This exploration and
interpretation of the text was supported accordingly with detailed analysis and judiciously
selected textual evidence. Stronger candidates also explored a wider range of points and their
responses were balanced across language and structure.
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Unseen Poetry
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Examiner Comments

The response is focused and detailed, and the analysis of the language, form and structure
used by the writer and their effect on the reader is sustained. Fully relevant examples
support the response.

The candidate begins by identifying the ‘young child's desire for freedom and independence’.
The candidate goes on to consider the use of time phrases, repetition, juxtaposition and
simile. There is a clear focus on the meaning conveyed by the techniques used in the poem.
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The response concludes with the idea that the child seeks freedom, gaining ‘control of his
own life’. This is a thoughtful and sustained response, worthy of a mark at the top of Level 4.

Level 4 - 16 marks

\ Examiner Tip

Encourage candidates to comment on the overall meaning of the unseen poem and to cover
all areas of the poem in their analysis.
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Unseen Poetry
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Examiner Comments

This is a sound response that demonstrates an understanding of the meaning of the poem.
The candidate begins with a point about how the child ‘wishes he was a hawker’ and this
point is developed further with reference to how the list demonstrates the child’s desire to
be free. The attempts to identify techniques are not always fully secure but, nevertheless,
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there is sound understanding of the meaning conveyed. Clearly relevant examples support
the points made. There are some underdeveloped ideas and closer coverage of the poem
would have benefited this response.

Level 3 - 12 marks

P
s

o~ 4 ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Candidates should select specific words and phrases from the poem and formulate point,
evidence, and explain answers for each example provided.

SECTIONA

Unseen Poetry

.-""F--J

N { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This is a brief response. There is minimal evidence of understanding in relation to AOZ2:
there is brief reference to alliteration and there is recognition of the idea that the child's
wishes ‘constantly’ change and how the child ‘wants to be many different things'. Limited
examples have been selected from the poem. A mark at the top of Level 1 is appropriate.
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Level 1 - 4 marks

a ..._ - Y o -'Hus
\ Examiner Tip

If a candidate opts to answer questions in a different order, this is fine, but do remind them
to use the correct answer space in the answer booklet. For example, if starting with Prose,
write the prose response in the correct prose area. Each section of the paper has a specific
starting point in the answer booklet.

12

Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01



SECTIONA

Unseen Poetry
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Examiner Comments

This response is a cohesive evaluation of the interrelationship of the language, form and
structure used by the writer and their effect on the reader. Discriminating use of relevant
examples support the response. There is a quiet confidence displayed in this response. The
candidate begins with the idea that the child is on a ‘search for liberty’. There is
consideration of how the child only sees the lives of the workers through an ‘unfinished
perspective’, ‘unaware of the real worries and problems that come with having a real job'.

Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01 15




The candidate later recognises the shift in tone, and the possible meaning of the dark
imagery. A range of terminology is employed throughout the response and includes:
repetition, juxtaposition, volta, tone, metaphor and free verse.

Level 5 - 20 marks

\ Examiner Tip

Candidates are not expected to use all of the answer space in order to gain a mark in the
top level. Extra space is provided to account for those candidates with large writing. Extra
paper should NOT be used.

16
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Unseen Poetry
Question 1
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\/ { ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This response is largely descriptive with some comment on language, form and structure.
The candidate begins with some comment on how the use of onomatopoeia ‘showcases the
child’'s excitement and wonder in seeing the Hawker'. Other examples considered include
the repetition of ‘I wish’ and the use of juxtaposition. Nevertheless, the brevity of the
response hinders progress. A mark at the top of Level 2 is appropriate.

Level 2 - 8 marks

<4\ ResultsPhus
<)

| Examiner Tip

A very useful acronym is PETER: Point, Evidence, Technique, Effect on Reader - as this
addresses the points in the mark grid.
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Question 2

Question 2: Compare the ways the writers present different types of experience in Blessing and
War Photographer.

There was generally very good knowledge and understanding of the Anthology poems, Blessing
and War Photographer directly addressing different types of experience. Most responses focused
on the question and made their points relevant to the idea of experiences. Many candidates
demonstrated a keen awareness of elements such as tone, theme, figurative language, rhythm
and stanza structure. These candidates were able to provide detailed and insightful analyses,
which contributed to their higher marks.

Weaker responses offered what seemed almost notes on the poems without development. Few
responses were brief and, though valid, failed to expand their arguments and points. They wrote
two or three paragraphs giving a narrative overview of the poems, which meant even less
discussion.

Despite this, it was encouraging to see many candidates engaging with the poems thoughtfully
and making an effort to explore the various poetic techniques employed by the poets. The ability
to consider similar and different aspects of the poems demonstrated a positive understanding of
the poem.

Candidates were able to produce effective comparisons in terms of language, form and structure
with the best candidates providing a detailed analysis.

The idea of experiences lent itself excellently to the selected poems. This allowed candidates to
springboard into some very sophisticated answers for this question. It was pleasing to see how
many candidates took a balanced approach, with neither poem proving to be one candidates
focused on more than the other.
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Chosen question number: Question 2 x Question3 [
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/'---. Examiner Comments

The candidate compares Blessing with War Photographer . The response shows an
understanding of the range of language, form and structure used by the writers and the
candidate compares and contrasts a range of points in the two poems. Points are made in
relation to the ‘religious aspects' of the poems, structure and the ‘use of metaphors and
similes’. Clearly relevant examples have been selected from the two poems to support the
points made. The response fulfils the criteria for Level 3.

Level 3 - 18 marks

4\ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Candidates should demonstrate an understanding of the two poems, compare them and
explore the use of language, form and structure, and use relevant terminology where
appropriate.
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Chosen question number: Question2 X Question3 []
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a focused and detailed response. The candidate takes a balanced approach and
provides analysis of both poems. Points of comparison include the structure of the two
poems, the differing viewpoints and linguistic techniques used. There is sustained focus on
the effects on the reader throughout the response. The response fulfils the criteria for Level
4. However, the response lacks the necessary evaluation and perceptive comparisons for
Level 5.

Level 4 - 24 marks
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V \ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

The Anthology poetry question assesses AO2 (language, form and structure) and AO3

(comparison). Use the mark grids in the mark schemes to guide you when marking mock
examinations.
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Question 3

Question 3: Compare the ways the writers present a strong point of view in Prayer Before Birth
and one other poem from the anthology.

The most popular comparisons were Prayer Before Birth with If- and with Do not go gentle into that
good night. Some candidates also wrote interesting responses on Half Caste, Search for my Tongue
and Tyger.

When considering Prayer Before Birth, candidates focused on the unborn child's concerns about
society and their anxiety about being exposed to evil. Many considered the use of repetition, the
narrative voice and the form of the poem. More confident responses discussed the use of
alliteration, the use of plosives, the nightmarish quality of the imagery and the fear of becoming a
‘cog’ in a machine.

Points of comparison focused on the suffering of the innocent (Blessing), optimism versus
pessimism (If-) and the role of the divine (Blessing and Tyger).

The most successful candidates intertwined both structural and language analysis between both
poems in a fluid manner.

30 Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01



Chosen question number: Question2 [J Question3 M

A ol DRt @ems..... odock LB Do otr o ine
.............................. oReoSv L apecdriamt . Brve Frovner. Bedece
wore Acke warstoeas Do nod g $eoX L aRe. . ek

Feeh moand A S S0 e DA A | Eeo e COY :

NikRa BoXh. poeeeS . Lo0atte  eeORNN . 5. PR .. R d €.
Rern. SheeleS e eovnd ot N\ am wek g2t born!

bt

........................................ D T RS W TN W VO W D ON T S W=t S N, 1 S
Yook onong. WONICn | hepetn o Do vok S0 gevde  wode

Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01 31



Coed-.... a:xa:k ......... FNTSVSE SR o 30 P = ot 0o N I WV J
SR anet ey dedS.dedme v Dees i) ey
\Eh.danmm Arest... Qe “'&QV\\!

gmnmﬁae RS ahress. el o vGewmaeont), Qt P“H"‘ﬁf\
o e
.-@:'\.M"E Qee. REEN e NS P TN 3 1 N S .3‘;;4@ (TSR S0 SR Zor il S|

< AT~ % TG, SN =0 s 19 W = \ V-V JUC. e SRR ESROONS. TS

RO S~ . W wrhe MW%M [T S
Ay A Rt e pob leoavw WIS gUe Ao

QBN A2 ReSIROere. WIS fodhes . winemeay ol o

Voot BOGH 5. 0s of Ane e, S5 Aol oy

&ngdamh%mmoﬁmmgaw?gﬁwu
aseball . Song Swewe vs Ao \ifw .

-?wf%a&&x’m oredd
ke Avod.. e Y SR L JETM, ST ok | oved

(Grguase.. AQ.... LrEUess... Sres .. SToeny .. M AP ey, SR

=2 N R V7 RN Ot g W e S R =1 20 e mus e S = TV L o VS
lo...o8  3C- .

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response compares Prayer Before Birth and Do not go gentle into that good night .
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There are some underdeveloped comparisons and contrasts, but the candidate does
attempt to include some relevant examples. There is comment about how the two poems
are ‘on the opposite spectrums’ of life, the use of repetition and comment on the
overarching ideas. Further development of ideas and closer consideration of language, form
and structure could have benefitted the response. The response does enough to fulfil the
criteria for Level 2.

Level 2 - 12 marks

\ Examiner Tip

Candidates are advised to spend approximately 40 minutes on the chosen Anthology
question. Candidates should attempt responses to past papers within this time allocation.
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate compares Prayer Before Birth with The Tyger . This is an assured response
that offers a cohesive evaluation of the interrelationship of the language, form and structure
used by the writers and their effect on the reader. A range of relevant points is made and
supported with evidence. The candidate employs a wide range of terminology, including:
asyndetic list, imperatives, consonance, apocalyptic imagery, trochaic tetrameter and
rhetorical questions.

Level 5 - 30 marks

P
\)Resultsﬁus

Examiner Tip

Candidates must compare the two poems. Practise using discourse markers: such as 'on the
other hand', ' whereas', 'however'," 'this is different to', 'this is also seen’, etc.
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Question 4
Question 4; Discuss the theme of punishment in To Kill a Mockingbird.

To Kill A Mockingbird has proven to be a text which enables candidates to produce exemplary
responses. As has been the case in previous series, what was particularly impressive was the way
in which candidates embedded their extensive knowledge of context into their writing.

Across both questions, responses were largely very successful with very few marked in the lower
levels. For Question 4, there was much focus on the issue of injustice, particularly in relation to
Scout and Tom Robinson. Most candidates focused on the trial of Tom Robinson, Scout's
experiences in school and Atticus's punishment of Jem in relation to Mrs Dubose. The most
successful candidates also discussed the treatment of Boo Radley and the way society became
his judge and jury. In relation to context, many candidates focused on the views of society at the
time the novel is set, and how these views shaped the punishment endured by many of the
characters.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate demonstrates an assured knowledge and understanding of the novel and
there is assured personal engagement. A range of points have been made, and these are
supported with examples from throughout the text.

Different types of punishment covered in the response include Calpurnia's punishment of
Scout, Jem'’s punishment for destroying Mrs Dubose’s camellias, Tom Robinson’s punishment
and Boo Radley’s punishment by society.

Contextual points are integrated convincingly throughout the essay. The response fulfils the
requirements for Level 5.

Level 5 - 40 marks

AR
QR \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
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Examples can be specific episodes or events within a novel. They do not have to be
quotations.

48
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Question 5

Question 5: Explore Atticus' relationship with his children, Jem and Scout, in the novel.

Many candidates wrote with confidence in response to this question. Most had a good
understanding of Atticus's character and influence on his children, as a role model and a teacher.

Exploration of Atticus was wide ranging, with discussion covering aspects such as Atticus’ feelings
on guns, his allowing Scout to grow up against the Southern Belle ideal, how he deals with his
children’s lack of understanding at how his defence of Tom could have repercussions for them,
Atticus’ teaching Jem about consequences and his helping his children come to terms with Tom
Robinson's guilty verdict.

There were even some responses that referenced Go Set a Watchman in relation to both Atticus
and Jem, using this in an insightful manner to support their answer.
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SECTION C 'J.m
Modern Prose v dunist b bo LK
5,

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross Inthohoul.lfmd{a?gaywr
mind, put a line through the box #§ and then indicate your new question with a cross X.

Chosen question number: Question4 [ Question5 X Question6 [
Question7 [ Question8 (I Question9 [l
Question 10 [J Question 11 £ Question 12 £J
Question 13 [£J
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<{ { ResultsPlus
/---. Examiner Comments

The candidate demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding of the novel and of
Atticus’ relationship with his children, Jem and Scout.

Points include how Atticus teaches his children both moral and life skills, the children’s
impressions of Atticus and how their view of their father changes as the novel progresses.
There are several very good examples, but each of them are dealt with rather briefly. There
are contextual points in support, but more points for AO4 could have benefited the
response.

Level 3 - 22 marks

’“ 'f ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

The response should be driven by evidence from the text, but remember to include

52 Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01



contextual comment in support of the points made.

Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01
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Question 6
Question 6: In what ways is Slim a significant character in the novel?

Of Mice and Men was the most popular choice of text. Overall, candidates demonstrated a secure
understanding of Slim’s role and significance in the novel, and there were many confident and
assured responses that considered Slim’s function within the text as a symbol of compassion in a
cruel world and as the archetype of the heroic cowboy. Other points tended to centre on Slim's
role as confidante to George, his character being the antithesis of Curley, his pragmatism
(sometimes considered cruelty and proof he is fallible), his kindness and his natural authority.

Less successful responses did tend to fall a little into a narrative retelling of Slim's main plot
moments, but these were rare and most responses fully engaged with the question. There was
some misunderstanding in relation to Crooks, with many thinking Crooks is his name, not his
nickname, and suggesting that Slim is polite to him by calling him by his name and not stable
buck or a profanity.
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Question 13 [J
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

There is just enough evidence of sound understanding of the significance of Slim in the
novel for a mark at the bottom of Level 3. Relevant points are made in relation to Slim's
power and authority, how he is portrayed as an ‘idealised alpha male’ and how he supports
others.

Further examples from across the novel would have benefited this response further, along
with more coverage of points for AO4. (context).

Level 3 - 17 marks
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Examiner Tip

Responses are marked holistically, primarily led by the level of understanding and examples
given from the text. We do not split the marking 20/20 for knowledge and context. Context
should not outweigh evidence from the novel.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a sustained response. The candidate demonstrates thorough knowledge and
understanding of the novel and of Slim’s significance.

Points made in the response include how Slim is respected by other characters, his
authority, how he treats others equally and his leadership qualities. There is detailed
understanding of context, which is evident throughout the response. The response fulfils the
requirements of Level 4.

Level 4 - 32 marks

\) \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

As this is a closed book examination, candidates do not have to use quotations in their
Prose responses. Examples can be specific references to specific episodes in the novel
studied or paraphrased quotations.
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Question 7

Question 7: Examine the theme of loneliness in Of Mice and Men.

This question was by far the most popular question in Section C. It proved to be highly accessible,
with many candidates able to identify a range of different examples of loneliness in the novel.
Many candidates considered, in turn, how each character is lonely in some way. There was much
focus on the loneliness felt by Curley’s wife, Crooks, George, Lennie and Candy. There was also
interesting discussion of Carlson and Slim. The most successful candidates considered how,
although George is given a purpose in life with Lennie, George is, nevertheless, lonely.

It was pleasing to see how many candidates were able to integrate contextual points convincingly
into their answer, which is one of the requirements of Level 5. Points for context included how
the ranch is located near Soledad, which means ‘loneliness’ in Spanish, and how characters are
often lonely because of discriminatory views prominent at the time: ableism, ageism, racism and
sexism.

The most successful responses were able to select examples of loneliness from across the whole
novel and were able to develop points fully with reference to context. The less successful
responses selected narrative detail without referring back to the question.
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N '{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This is an assured and confident personal response. The candidate considers a wide range
of examples of loneliness in the novel, with the focus on Candy, Crooks and Curley’s wife.
Examples have been selected from across the novel to support the points that have been
made. There is clear development of ideas and there is a consistent focus on the question.
There is also an understanding of the relationship between text and context, with points
integrated convincingly throughout the response.

Given the guide time of 45 minutes for this section of the paper, no more can be expected.
The response fulfils the requirements for the top of Level 5.

Level 5 - 40 marks

" V ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Remember AO2, language, form and structure, is not assessed in this part of the paper.
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the novel and supports
the response with some relevant examples. When exploring the theme of loneliness, the
candidate focuses on the loneliness of Curley’s wife, Lennie and George. There is some hint
of contextual comment but there could be more focus on this assessment objective.

Further specific examples from the text, and further coverage of the whole of the novel,
could also have benefited the response.

Level 2 - 12 marks
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Examiner Tip

Although film versions can be good teaching resources, candidates must be made aware
that not all film versions are a true representation of the novel. Some film versions include

details not included in the novel(s). Of course, candidates should be writing about the novel
and not the film.

72
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Question 8
Question 8: In what ways is power demonstrated in The Whale Rider?

The majority of responses to this text were very successful. Candidates discussed the power of
the whales, of Kahu, of Koro and of Nanny Flowers. Much of the evidence for context (AO4)
centred on the effects of nuclear testing on the whales and Maori beliefs impacting power
dynamics. Many candidates also explored the role of powerful females such as Kahu and Nanny
Flowers, and how they survive in a misogynistic society.

Less successful responses tended to narrate the story and very often bolted-on the social,
historical context at the beginning and the end of the essay, rather than intertwining it
throughout.
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Examiner Comments

This response considers the power dynamic in the relationship between Koro and Nanny
Flowers, ‘the power of the relationship between Man and nature’ and Kahu's power in
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shifting Koro's mindset. A particular strength of this response is the detailed understanding
of context. There is thorough understanding and knowledge of the novel in this response,
but further points could have been made and further specific examples from the novel
selected. There is sufficient thoughtful comment to place this response in the middle of
Level 4.

Level 4 - 28 marks

- sultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

As a starter activity, try getting candidates to list the key episodes or events where a
character or theme features in the novel.

78
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Question 9

Question 9: ‘The whales are the most important characters in the novel.’
How far do you agree with this view?

This response produced excellent answers, with some candidates agreeing wholeheartedly with
the view that the whales are the most important characters in the novel whilst other candidates
agreed that the whales are important characters but then argued that another character, Kahu in
particular, is even more important. Candidates are free to agree or disagree, wholly or in part,
with a statement such as the one in this question. It is the quality of the argument presented that
is important.

Some particularly successful responses made an interesting case for Koro being the most
important as he arguably changes more than the other characters and is representative of the
importance of adapting to new ideas.
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i{ < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

The candidate takes a balanced approach in response to the question, which is apparent
from the opening paragraph. It is a perfectly reasonable approach for candidates to partially
agree with a statement given in the question. In this example, the candidate agrees with the
view that the whales are the most important characters to an extent but also deems Kahu to
be an important character.

The candidate demonstrates an assured knowledge and understanding of the novel through
the arguments that have been presented, which is sufficient for a mark in the lower half of
Level 5. Contextual points are integrated convincingly throughout the response. Further
relevant examples from the text to support the arguments could have benefited the
response.

Level 5 - 35 marks

.-/. \-

4 ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

The attention to smaller details within a text is often indicative of higher level responses. Of
course, candidates are not expected to cover every possible example in a text, but those
that are included should be developed and deal with the question.
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Question 10

Question 10: How is Rose Hsu Jordan significant in the novel?

There were very few responses to this text, but those seen were often very successful and many
gained marks in the top two levels.

Points tended to centre on Rose's guilt of her brother’s death, the significance of her marriage to
Ted, Rose's relationship with her mother and how Rose learns to stand up for herself.

The most successful responses were able to select a range of examples to support the points
made and convincingly integrated context throughout their response to develop AO1 ideas.
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\/ /i ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this exemplar, the candidate demonstrates assured knowledge and understanding of the
novel. Understanding of context is integrated convincingly throughout and there is
discriminating use of examples to support the points made.

The candidate considers Rose's relationship with Ted, her passive nature, how Rose begins
to ‘'regain her agency’, the problems in her life caused by a lack of communication and how
Rose embraces her American identity. All points are fully developed and include finer details
from the novel.

Level 5 - 40 marks

lf \ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

Including examples from across the novel will demonstrate a secure understanding of the
text as a whole.

922
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Question 11

Question 11:It's just so embarrassing. [Waverly Jong]

‘Embarrass you be my daughter?’ [Lindo Jong]

Discuss this and other examples of embarrassment in The Joy Luck Club.

In a similar way to Question 10, there were many successful responses to this question. Many
candidates focused on the embarrassment felt by the American daughters as a result of the
actions of their Chinese mothers. The most successful candidates also considered how the
mothers experience embarrassment.

As is often seen with this novel, contextual points are often made naturally through the various
examples presented, especially the embarrassment caused as a result of the clashes between
American and Chinese cultures.
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Examiner Comments
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In this response, the candidate demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding of the
novel. However, the focus of the question is not immediately apparent from the start, with
the response taking some time to focus on the idea of embarrassment. Nevertheless, the
response covers points including the mothers’' hopes for bringing up their daughters in
America and how the clash of cultures causes embarrassment, as well as the ‘pressures on
the daughters formed from the generational trauma'’.

The candidate uses the quotation from the question, and this is an acceptable approach to
take. There are some contextual points but there could be further evidence of
understanding for this Assessment Objective. In addition, ideas could have been developed
further, and more specific details could have been included. This is an example of a
response worthy of half marks.

Level 3 - 20 marks

4 Plus
\ Examiner Tip

For context, use past mark schemes to collate a bank of ideas.
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Question 12

Question 12: Examine the introduction of Christian faith and its effects in the novel.

Responses to this text are often very successful, which was the case this series. Many responses
gained marks in the top two levels.

Points for AO1 tended to centre on how the introduction of Christian faith has a major effect on
the Nigerian Igbo people, Mr Brown's importance as the first white missionary to arrive in
Umuofia and Mbanta, and how Okonkwo is impacted by how much the village has changed as a
result of the introduction of the Christian faith.

A particular strength of responses to this question was the evidence in relation to context for
AO4. Many candidates confidently interwove contextual points throughout their answers,
showing a secure understanding of the novel being set in the late 1800s and early 1900s and
various Igbo customs and beliefs.
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Examiner Comments

In this exemplar, the candidate demonstrates assured knowledge and understanding of the
novel. Understanding of context is integrated convincingly throughout and discriminating
examples support the points made. Following some contextual introductions, the candidate
considers how Christianity affects Okonkwo, how Christianity clashes with Igbo tribes and
the ‘deterioration of Igbo culture caused by the introduction of Christian faith’.

There is assured personal engagement, all points are fully developed, and finer details are
included from the novel. The response fulfils the requirements of Level 5.

Level 5 - 40 marks

\ Examiner Tip

Candidates should prove to the examiner their knowledge of the text - do not assume the
examiner knows everything.
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Question 13

Question 13: How is Ikemefuna significant in Things Fall Apart?

This was a very successful question and candidates were able to provide a range of points in
relation to Ilkemefuna's significance in the novel.

Many candidates focused on how Ikemefuna illustrates Igbo culture and traditions and how he is
central to the breakdown of the relationship between Okonkwo and Nwoye, resulting in Nwoye's
leaving his family and becoming a Christian.

As was the case with Question 12, contextual evidence tended to be embedded throughout the
responses, with candidates demonstrating a clear understanding of Igbo society and how the
Umuofian people lived their lives, such as the way in which lkemefuna is used as a peace
settlement.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the novel and supports
the response with some relevant examples. There is some hint of contextual comment but
the evidence for this Assessment Objective could be more apparent. There is some
rewardable material here, which is sufficient for a mark in the middle of Level 2.

Level 2 - 12 marks

W4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are not assessed in this paper. However, if a candidate
struggles with writing, consider applying for permission to use a word processor.

Did you know that we now offer our International GCSE Literature paper online or via the
modular route? Please see our website for more details.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, centres are offered the following advice.

+ Candidates should be reminded to write their responses in the correct area of the answer
booklet. Space is provided for each part. It does not matter which order questions are
attempted, but the responses should be in the correct answer space.

+ Candidates should not use extra paper; ample space is provided in the answer booklet, even
for the largest handwriting.

+ Candidates should be aware of which Assessment Objectives are being assessed. Context is
only assessed in Section C: Prose.

« For Sections A and B, candidates must explore the language, form and structure of the
poems.

« For Section B: Anthology, candidates need to consider language, form and structure.

+ Poems must be compared and the effect on the reader considered. Context is not assessed in
either poetry Section: A or B.

+ For Section C: Prose, candidates should draw on their knowledge of the text that they have
studied and give examples from different areas. Candidates should prove to the examiner
that they know the novel they have studied.

+ For Section C: Prose, examples can be particular references to other parts of the novel such
as events, episodes, character, action, and so on, that are relevant to the question.
Candidates can paraphrase quotations, but exact quotations are not mandatory, particularly
as this is a closed book examination. The Assessment Objective assesses the candidate’s
knowledge of the texts and not language, form and structure.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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