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Introduction

This paper is comprised of three parts: Section A: Unseen poetry (20 marks), Section B:
Anthology poetry (30 marks) and Section C: Modern Prose (40 marks).

The total number of marks available is 90. This is a closed book examination; however,
candidates are provided with a clean copy of the anthology poems for the examination.

The most popular Anthology question was question 2, with two named poems to compare.
The most popular prose text was, once again, Of Mice and Men; question 6 was slightly more
popular than question 7, but the number of responses for each were almost balanced. The
second most popular text was To Kill a Mockingbird and Things Fall Apart was third favourite.
There are still very few entries for The Joy Luck Club , but the number of responses to The
Whale Rider has increased slightly.

Centres should remind candidates to write their responses in the correct area of the answer
booklet and to check that they have crossed the correct question number. It does not matter
which order candidates attempt the questions, but they must make sure that responses are
written in the correct space.

The full range of marks was awarded for this paper, but there were very few gaining marks in
level 1. Most candidates gained marks in level 3 or above. There were some extremely good
responses that were above and beyond expectations at this level.

Candidates that did well in the Unseen Poetry section:

e Thought about the deeper meaning of the poem.
e Explored language form and structure skilfully.
¢ Analysed language form and structure together, rather than in separate paragraphs.

Candidates that did well in the Prose section:

Used short embedded quotations.

Had a good knowledge of the context and how it impacted the text.
Weaved the context into the essay, rather than bulking it on at the end.
Answered the question clearly.

Candidates that did less well:

e Had less knowledge of the text.
e Used long quotations or provided narrative responses.
e Bulked on too much context at the beginning or at the end of paragraphs.

The points above are similar to those mentioned in previous reports, which supports the
belief that overall, the performance of the paper was very similar to past series.
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Question 1

The majority of candidates discussed the nature of the neighbours being distant, but also
slightly frustrating due to the noise. More successful responses were able to explore the
sense of longing the persona has to connect. Only a few were able to access the ‘learnt
restraint’ of ‘foreign lands’, suggesting that the persona was an immigrant. The successful
candidates were able to look at how structure and language intertwined, with a focus on the
free verse nature of the poem, and the enjambment. The strongest candidates were also
able to recognise and explore the nuances in the speaker’s ‘relationship’ with their neighbour
and to support accordingly with judiciously selected textual evidence. Stronger candidates
also explored a wider range of points and their responses were balanced across language
and structure.

Weaker candidates tended to narrate or simply ‘tell the story’ of the poem. These responses
did not develop much past the idea of the speaker’s anger or frustration at their neighbours
and/or did not explore the writer's methods in support of their explanations. There were
comparatively few weaker answers on the text. Most candidates were able to engage with
the central message and picked up on the volta towards the end. A number of candidates did
use the term volta with confidence and it was clear that they were transferring their learning
and understanding from their study of the poems for question 2.

Most responses focused on the understanding that Pollard’s neighbours were strangers to
her. The vast majority picked up on the relationship being formed through sound, with many
candidates confidently addressing the use of onomatopoeia, alliteration and listing. There
was confident discussion of the 'faceless snores' and a few did pick up on the 'man or mate’,
identifying a more primal relationship. This did lead one candidate to conclude that Pollard
was angry because her 'lunatic' neighbours were running a zoo, an idea which dominated
their entire response! Many candidates picked up on the sinister 'hiss' of the phone and a
number noted a shift from the gentler sibilance of the second stanza to the harsher and
more sinister language of the third. Candidates also discussed the use of enjambment and
lack of punctuation, though not all could link the features to Pollard’s message.

Though some answers did cover the range of the poem, a significant number did become
preoccupied with an aspect of the poem and hence missed key ideas. There was a tendency
to focus on the first and last stanzas without exploring the language of the middle two.
Conversely, others considered the noises and the disruption but only responded to the
loneliness and desire to form relationships in a tokenistic way.

Overall, there were some superb answers which were remarkable in their synthesis and
understanding, but there were also some interesting readings. For example, one candidate
thought that the three ladies named at the end were the dogs that had been whining.
Another thought Pollard was a spy.
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One examiner commented: ‘The best candidates offered a view of the theme of the poem -
the paradox of life in an apartment block which offers residents the chance to take part
vicariously in the lives of others whilst at the same time having to live on either side of an
unbreachable barrier. From this it was a straightforward enough business to mine the poem
for its features - free verse, enjambment, a variety of onomatopoeias and assonances
describing a range of human and animal activities, all of which served to emphasise how
these neighbours lived in a species of intimacy whilst maintaining the kind of distance that
meant they might not even recognise one another in the street. In its way, the poem revisits
one of the hoariest literary cliches in the genre - that of the lonely city - but does so in a
refreshing and interesting way. Middle range candidates did what they always do - mine the
poem line by line and collect together a range of poetic techniques which they noted,
explained and, in one or two cases, were bold enough to evaluate. No-one pointed out, for
example that the ‘hiss of the muted phone’ doesn't really work either as zoomorphism or
onomatopoeia - it is simply an observation, that a phone heard in a room two walls away has
its trill attenuated to a kind of buzzing hiss. These middle range candidates also often
invented a story-line to account for the last ten lines of the poem which was more or less
convincing, according to whether they realised that actually getting to know your neighbours
risks acquiring acquaintances with whom you might well have nothing in common. Less
successful candidates read the poem as a scenario and described life in the apartment block,
with occasional allusions to its more obvious poetic techniques.’
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There are four exemplars for this question. This first one is a level 3 response.
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/“--: Examiner Comments
In this response, the candidate identifies the distant relationship
between the speaker and her neighbours and how she is curious
about them. A range of examples are included and often specific
words or phrases are explored. The candidate does not refer to many
techniques, but does comment on the use of repetition and structure.
Close analysis of language, form and structure is not sustained, but an
understanding is demonstrated and points are supported with the use
of clearly relevant examples.

Level 3, 12 marks.

s N

%\ ResultsPlus

\_ Examiner Tip

Candidates should select specific words and phrases from the poem
and formulate point, evidence, explain answers for each example

provided.
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This second exemplar is interesting because, although comparable in length to our level 3
response, it focuses on language and techniques.
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.\“' {_/r“@" esult: Plus

Examiner Comments
This response is confident and explores a wide range of examples and
identifies a variety of techniques. The candidate comments on how the
neighbours are loud and chaotic, but the relationship is distant. There
is comment about the speaker wishing to know her neighbours more
and how she only knows them through the sounds she hears. The vast
range of techniques identified include: onomatopoeia, enjambement,
structure, nouns, contrasts, ellipses, juxtaposition, alliteration, nouns,
sibilance and plosives. Examples are provided for each but points are
succinctly made. There is some thoughtful engagement with the poem.
More exploration of the points made would have benefited this
response further. The answer is focused with fully relevant examples.

Level 4, 14 marks
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This third exemplar is awarded a mark at the top of level 4.
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/'--; Examiner Comments

This is a sustained and thoughtful response. The candidate explores a
wide range of fully relevant examples and comments on the sense of
connection with the neighbours through sound. There is recognition
that there is a sense of separation or visual connection between the
speaker and her neighbours, and how negative and positive images
are presented. A range of terminology is employed, such as caesura,
enjambement, onomatopoeia, sibilance, repetition and more. Although
the section of the poem 'learned restraint' is mentioned, more analysis
could have been included. The response fulfils all of the level 4 criteria.

Level 4, 16 marks.

) ResultsPlus
\\ Examiner Tip
Another very useful acronym is PETER: Point, Evidence, Technique,
Effect on Reader - as this addresses the points in the mark grid.
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This final exemplar for question 1 received full marks.
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/"--: Examiner Comments

This response is a cohesive evaluation of the interrelationship of the
language, form and structure used by the writer. There is
discriminating use of relevant examples, which support the points
made. Ideas are maturely conveyed and a very wide range of
terminology is included, such as: enjambement, metaphors, the lack of
punctuation, the volta, tricolon and more. Specific words and phrases
are explored, including the more complex 'humaning' and 'constant
frown'. There is a perceptive understanding of the poem that
comments on the 'fascination and affection' for the neighbours and
the speaker's anxiety.

Level 5, 20 marks.

Sy
“\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Encourage candidates to comment on the overall meaning of the

unseen poem and to cover all areas of the poem in their analysis.
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Question 2

This question created some strong results, with able candidates exploring comparisons such
as the nature of phonetic spelling, the imagery used and even the different tone of the
poems. Many candidates struggled to stay focused on the ‘concerns about language’, with a
number deviating to looking at how identity is explored in each poem respectively. The more
capable candidates intertwined their comparison seamlessly. The weaker simply explored
one poem, and then another, with the word ‘similarly’ or ‘contrastingly’ in the middle of their
essay.

Some excellent comparisons between Search For My Tongue and Half-caste in terms of the
language used in both being representative of both pride in the poet’s identities and
frustrations at how they are treated.

Some responses were strong and well developed with candidates demonstrating an
insightful understanding of ideas surrounding language and how this linked intrinsically to
each poet's sense of identity. Stronger candidates were also able to blend their comparison
to facilitate a detailed response in which meaningful comparisons were drawn between both
poets and poems. Weaker candidates tended to respond to each poem separately with far
less direct comparison and lesser exploration of writer’s craft in support of their ideas. Some
weaker candidates seemed to have a very basic knowledge of the content of the poems.

The comparison between the two poems was generally successful. Again, the majority of
candidates were able to draw sufficient comparisons to access level 3. Most commented
confidently on the contrast between the two forms and picked up on the imagery in the
poems. Candidates seemed more confident with the Bhatt than the Agard, which did often
lead to an imbalance in the coverage of the two poems. Whereas the Bhatt poem was
explored quite thoroughly, much of the discussion of Agard was confined to the imagery of
the symphony / painting, to the confrontational tone, the use of patois and the
ridiculousness of being half. Only the strongest candidates were able to engage fully with the
whole of the poem.
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One examiner commented: ‘A beautiful question that was handled with understanding and a
degree of relish by many candidates. On the other hand, it was only the best candidates who
hit on what | take to be the theme of both poems and the strongest connection between
them - the synecdoche that irrevocably links a language and those who speak it to a culture
and a heritage; the phrase “mother tongue” has a power that reaches deep into both
individual and national psyches and better candidates both saw and said this. Both poems
too were approachable to a wider range of candidates than had tackled the Unseen poem,
offering a rich range of ideas which, apart from the standard array of poetic techniques, also
included the tensions felt by individuals whose parents belonged to one culture but who had
brought up children in another. This was particularly so in Search for my Tongue, where so
many candidates were able to equate this search with the search for identity, individuality
and, ultimately, an authentic sense of one’s self. Very few expressed this idea in those terms,
but a heartening number of candidates have a strong sense of realising that the poem was
about a great deal more than language. It was also good to see so many candidates citing the
beauty of the Gujarati script in which one stanza of the poem was written, and also the
euphony of the phonetic version which accompanied it. Several candidates also pointed out
how the poet had thus faced her readers with a version of her own experience of alienation
and distance in her own country. It was also good to see how many candidates handled the
patois, the wry humour and the wide range of imagery in Half-Caste, although not a single
candidate identified the etymology of 'rass".’
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Two exemplars are included for question 2. This first one is a level 2 response.
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/'--; Examiner Comments

The candidate primarily focuses on Agard's message of knowing the
'full story' and for people not to 'jump to conclusions'. This idea is
repeated throughout the response. There is little about Search For My
Tongue and the long quotations have not been explored in sufficient
detail. The repetitive nature of the response and little close analysis of
language, form and structure keep this response in level 2. There are
some underdeveloped comparisons and some use of relevant
examples.

N / ResultsPlus

Level 2, 11 marks.

-

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The Anthology poetry question assesses AO2 (language, form and

structure) and AO3 (comparison). Use the mark grids in the mark
schemes to guide you when marking mock examinations.

Candidates should demonstrate an understanding of the two poems,
compare them and explore the use of language, form and structure,
and use relevant terminology where appropriate.

Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01
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This second exemplar is a level 3 response.
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate demonstrates an understanding of a range of language,
form and structure, but the response is stronger on Search for My
Tongue. Comments about Half-caste tend to focus on the use of
language and does not consider how Agard challenges people to
reconsider their use of the offending phrase. There are relevant points
about metaphors, rhetorical statements and Bhatt's use of Gujarati.
More coverage would have benefited the response further. Close
analysis is not sustained.

Level 3, 11 marks.

R\ ResultsPlus
Sop,|

Examiner Tip
Candidates must compare the two poems.

Practise using discourse markers: On the other hand, whereas,
however, this is different to, this is also seen, etc.
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Question 3

The majority of candidates chose Piano, If - and Do not go gentle as the paired poem. All
worked well. The more unusual responses compared to Prayer Before Birth, Remember or
Sonnet 116, which generally created less positive responses, as they are not so closely tied to
the theme of family. Arguably, the most consistently sound responses came from the Poem at
Thirty-Nine and If- combination. These comparisons focused on the idea of education and
role models. Some candidates did produce very sensitive comparisons with Piano but the
comparisons with Do not go gentle tended to be very selective and didn't cover a great deal of
Thomas's poem with any degree of confidence. One candidate did attempt to use War
Photographer, which was less successful. Weaker responses dealt with each poem separately,
with minimal links between them. The more able candidates intertwined both structural and
language analysis between both poems in a fluid manner.

One examiner commented: ‘This was both the less popular and the less successful of the
Anthology questions, and this is perhaps accounted for by the choice of the poem that went
with it. Poem at Thirty Nine offered a wide range of poetic and narrative material to
candidates, comprising celebration, regret, grief and reminiscence which many were able to
cite, comment on and analyse. The most effective poem to compare to was Piano, not least
because D H Lawrence’s allusive and slightly out of focus lexis both works beautifully with his
poetry and the age group for which this examination is set. The mood of Piano is evident
without being obvious, its imagery and literary techniques straightforward, and its
denouement emotionally satisfying if also sentimental, and better candidates also picked up
on phrases like the “insidious mastery of song”, the best description in all poetry of the
musical earworm. Do not gentle into that good night also attracted a number of candidates,
but this was less successful a comparison for the simple reason that Thomas's poem, beyond
the obvious message contained in its twin refrains, contains a great deal which is difficult, if
not impossible, to explain briefly and compare with a poem assigned only moments before in
an examination. Other choices included If-, which offered little in the way of comparison
other than the fact that the poem was written by a persona to his son, and Remember, which
though chosen by few, was quite often ably compared, not least because it offered the same
kind of accessibility afforded by Piano.’
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There are two exemplars for question 3. The first is a response that just slips into level 3.
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N / ResultsPlus

/‘--'; Examiner Comments
In this response, the candidate compares the named poem with Piano,
which is a good second choice. Much of the response focuses on
structure and there is little close analysis of language. A broader range
of examples could have benefited this response further. A clear
understanding of the poems is beginning to be demonstrated, but
further coverage and more examples are needed. The candidate
makes some valid points about the positives and negatives in the
poems.

Level 3, 13 marks.

-

T4\ ResultsPlus

\_ Examiner Tip

Candidates are advised to spend approximately 40 minutes on the
chosen Anthology question. Candidates should attempt responses to

past papers within this time allocation.
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This second exemplar is a level 4 response.
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% ResultsPlus
. Examiner Comments

The responses is focused and detailed, and the analysis of language,
form and structure is sustained, The candidate compares Poem at
Thirty-Nine with Piano and considers how one is from the viewpoint of
the daughter about her father, compared with the other being from a
son about his mother. There is comment about how proud Walker is of
her father, even though the relationship was possibly abusive. Some
thoughtful commentary is offered and a variety of examples is
included. A range of terminology is employed, such as enjambement,
nouns, adjectives and more, in support of the points made. There are
some effective comparisons made. More coverage could have
benefited the response even further.

' ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip
Candidates should regularly refer to the question in order to maintain
focus.
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Question 4

Growing up produced strong results, with a number of candidates looking at various factors
which catalysed Scout and Jem’s journey, such as Boo Radley, the trial and Mrs Dubose. More
able candidates didn't just focus on the Finch family, but also looked at how Dill and Mayella
Ewell also grew up. Less successful candidates tended to summarise the story, charting out
how the characters grew up, with little focus on the social historical context, or Harper Lee’s
intentions. The variety of social historical context was largely pleasing, with strong reference
to the Great Depression, racism and mental illness within the society.

Examiner comments included:

e 'Responses were of a good quality with very few in the lower bands. The best responses
were able to recognise that although both Jem and Scout both demonstrated how they
had ‘grown up’, their differing ages meant that this manifested in very different ways.'

e 'Most candidates discussed the Bildungsroman, the growth of Jem and Scout in relation to
the trial and their changing relationship with Boo Radley. Some candidates also brought in
discussion of Aunt Alexandra, Calpurnia, Dolphus Raymond and Miss Maudie, but
(surprisingly) few discussed Mrs Dubose. There were some answers that did discuss
Mayella's situation with sensitivity, pointing out the consequences of growing up without a
positive role model like Atticus.'

Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01 36



This response gains a mark in level 4.
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/‘-.: Examiner Comments

Following a plan, the candidate explores the bildungsroman genre and
explores how the children grow up throughout the course of the novel.
Examples include Boo Radley, the trial, Atticus educating his children
and the rabid dog episode, Jem's courage when helping his father and
Scout's experiences at school. Contextual points are embedded
throughout and there is some balance of text and context throughout.
More coverage of specific examples from the novel would have
benefited this response further; however, this is focused, detailed and
sustained. A thorough understanding of the novel is demonstrated and
some thoughtful commentary is offered. Examples are fully relevant.

Level 4, 30 marks.

Examiner Tip

a0\ ResultsPlus
Stoy

Examples can be specific episodes or events within a novel. They do
not have to be quotations.
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Question 5

This was less popular than question 4, but even though fewer candidates chose this question
those who did had excellent detail regarding Aunt Alexandra’s character. More successful
candidates recognised her change towards the end of the novel, in showing Atticus sympathy
after the trial. The majority were capable of exploring how she is a representation of the
close-minded society of Maycomb, and how her characteristics are likened to the stereotype
of the Southern Belle. The variety of social historical context was largely relevant, with strong
reference to the Great Depression, racism and the role of women within the society.

Less successful candidates approached this question methodically, addressing each relevant
plot point and commenting on the negative aspects of her character. The more successful
candidates demonstrated insightful understanding of how Aunt Alexandra was very much a
product of her time and were able to use their contextual knowledge to explore her character
with some sense of empathy. They were also able to comment on her growth as a character
within the novel.

Examiners comments included:

e 'The quotation that question 5 provided really allowed candidates to springboard into
some fantastic answers on the character of Aunt Alexandra. Many used her relationships
with other characters, such as Scout, to develop the negative connotations implied in the
aforementioned quotation.'

e 'The vast majority were able to pick out some appropriate examples. Most referred to her
as representing a woman of the time, the Southern Belle, her racist views as seen in the
treatment of Calpurnia and trying to tame Scout. One thought she was a foil for Atticus.
Another she was atypical as she had travelled to Maycomb without her husband! One
looked at Aunt A through the theme of a good host, yet it was introduced by Cal when she
tells Scout not to comment on Walter’s eating habits as 'he’s your company' showing no
difference. One candidate considered the two definitions of 'trash', comparing Aunt A
using it for Walter Cunningham with Atticus using it when a white man cheats a black
man.'
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The following is an exemplar gaining full marks.
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/'--; Examiner Comments

This is an assured and perceptive response. There is an air of
confidence when the candidate explores the character of Aunt
Alexandra and how she symbolises typical views of society in the
1930s. There is detailed coverage of how she believes women or girls
should behave and her influence on Scout. There are comments about
her criticising Atticus' parenting styles and class prejudice in relation to
the Ewells and Cunninghams. The candidate considers how, despite
appearing unlikeable, Aunt Alexandra changes towards the end of the
novel. Contextual points are made throughout the response. Even
though more points or examples could have been included, there is
sufficient here to award full marks.

Level 5, 40 marks.

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Ensure there is a good balance between the discussion of text and
context. The response should be driven by the text.
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Question 6

For this most popular text, there was almost a balance of responses across the two
questions. This question worked well and candidates engaged with it. A broad reading of
responsibility was taken and all relevant points awarded.

At times candidates assumed that responsibility was synonymous with authority or power.
This led to a less specific response to the question, where often examples weren't fully
relevant. Those candidates who had a more discerning approach, explored responsibility in
relation to George and Lennie, Slim, Candy and his dog, and even roles within the ranch. This
essay was particularly well-covered in terms of social historical context, as through looking at
responsibility, you can actually explore patriarchy, the role of women, the ranch as a
microcosm, racism and other key factors influencing 1930s life.

Although all candidates made reference to the term responsibility, many offered a general
analysis of each character in the novella with only a weak link to the concept of responsibility
itself. Most candidates approached this task methodically - working their way through
individual characters. Stronger candidates were able to explore the idea of responsibility on
both a micro level, eg George's sense of responsibility to Lennie, and a macro level, eg
society's responsibility to protect its vulnerable or marginalised members. Some points seen
included:

e George and Lennie show emotional responsibility to each other.

e That emotional responsibility and companionship will only weaken your own position and
will never last as in Soledad characters are destined to be alone.

e By giving over the money to buy the ranch Candy moves from being the responsibility to
the responsible - a perceptive point.

e Steinbeck is suggesting that responsibility is desired by us all as Crook’s says 'every man
wants a bit of land', or just something that's his - a very thoughtful comment.

Examiner comments included:

Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01
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e 'This was by far the most popular question on this section of the paper. | saw answers at
all levels of ability including some truly stunning answers with carefully integrated
references to context including literary context in some cases. | saw references to
Steinbeck’s contemporaries (Faulkner, Hemingway) and his other works such as ‘The
Grapes of Wrath'. Answers invariably centred around George and Lennie but there were
some interesting discussions around Slim and the extent to which his heightened sense of
responsibility makes him such a successful character in a tough and unrelenting
environment. Curley’s irresponsibility featured in relation to his wife and in a broader
sense to the men who worked for his father. Curley’s wife was considered including her
lack of responsibility in talking to Lennie in the barn. Some answers worked through the
characters, commenting broadly on responsibility. Some tacked on context at the end. The
relationship between Lennie and George and their co-dependent responsibility for one
another was a common argument. These points were often linked to ideas about disability
in the 1930s and the rejection by society of anyone who was deemed less than perfect.
Discussions of Candy also featured in this area.'

¢ 'Nice question, allowed a whole range of responses. Obviously, discussion of George's
responsibility to Lennie was most prevalent. More successful candidates were able to
discuss the ending being symbolic of that ultimate responsibility. However, some cleverly
also discussed that Lennie is ‘physically’ responsible for George, being stronger, and
responsible for keeping the dream alive. Comparison of the authority of Curley and Slim
was also a marker of better responses. Some responses looked at a lack of responsibility
which also worked well eg Curley as a husband. One interpreted responsibility as their
roles ie, Crooks’ responsibility was to highlight racism, George the loneliness of itinerant
workers. All that | saw commented on context: American dream/G depression/migrant
workers and even rugged individualism appeared a few times. Better responses focused
on three or so characters and honed in on the detail needed for level 4 and above. Slim
was a good example: his job/his standing/his judgement on Candy’s dog/his judgement on
Lennie’s fight. A very good example showing this was a pertinent quote of Slim telling
Carlson to 'Take a shovel'. Even though he had gone against Carlson’s wishes, he was still
taking responsibility for his feelings. Another said; 'Slim’s responsibility was to uphold
justice re Lennie and George at the end'. And, of course, 'Slim is widely considered the
paradigm of responsibility’.
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Two exemplars are included for this question. This first gained a mark in level 3.
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/--.a Examiner Comments
The candidate begins with some contextual comment and goes on to
discuss some of the responsibilities that George has for looking after
Lennie, and how George promised Lennie's Aunt Clara that he would
look after him. The candidate also considers Slim and his role on the
ranch. Contextual points are included throughout the response and
are relevant to the points made. The candidate demonstrates a sound
knowledge and understanding of responsibility within the novel.
Examples are clearly relevant, although more coverage would have
benefited this response further.

Level 3, 24 marks.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Context is assessed in this part of the paper. Remember, context
should support the points made and not be included in a separate

paragraph.

Responses are marked holistically, primarily led by the level of
understanding and examples given from the text. We do not split the
marking 20/20 for knowledge and context.

Context should not outweigh evidence from the novel.
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This second exemplar gained full marks.
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\( ( ResultsPlus

/*--E Examiner Comments

This is a confident and maturely expressed response that considers a
wide range of examples from throughout the novel. All examples are
fully developed and include memorised quotations and relevant
contextual comment. The candidate considers the responsibilities of
the boss, Curley, Slim, George and Lennie, Candy and Crooks. The
attention given to finer details confirms an assured and perceptive
understanding of the novel.

Level 5, 40 marks.

W4 ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

As a starter activity, try getting candidates to list the key episodes or
events where a character or theme features in the novel.
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Question 7

Less successful responses simply analysed the character of Candy, without focusing on his
relationships. A number of successful candidates looked at the relationship with Candy and
his dog as a reference to social Darwinism and ‘survival of the fittest’. Candidates have clearly
researched a range of social historical context, such as facts regarding Hoover, Roosevelt and
Steinbeck’s letter to the actress Clare Luce. Occasionally, the former was placed in with
limited reference to the actual wording of the question. This essay was particularly
well-covered in terms of social historical context, as through looking at Candy’s relationships,
you can actually explore patriarchy, the role of women, the ranch as a microcosm, racism and
other key factors influencing 1930s life.

Some candidates linked Candy to each of the characters in the novella but then gave a
general analysis of that character rather than exploring a link to Candy in any real, or
meaningful, detail. Stronger candidates were able to make detailed links to Candy’s actions
towards other marginalised characters, such as Crooks and Curley's wife, as a reaction to his
own ill treatment. The best candidates were able to explore the pathos of the futility of Candy
clinging onto the hope that, even at his age and with his status, that some semblance of the
American Dream, may still be possible for him.

One examiner commented: 'This was the second most popular answer on the paper and
candidates enjoyed write about Candy. Many answers were thoughtful and sensitive to
Candy’s plight and understood the difficulty of his relationship with the ‘dragfooted
sheepdog'. Approaches to context were similar to question 6 but more weighted towards the
poverty of old age in the thirties and the hopelessness of men in Candy’s situation.
Arguments relating to his racist attitudes to Crooks, his loathing of Curley’s wife and his
doomed, but fleetingly hopeful relationship with Lennie and George. Some answers offered
little more than character studies but there was a range of achievement within these.
Personal engagement was particularly strong in these answers. It never fails to impress me
that even after all the years | have been involved with exams on this text, candidates can still
surprise me with new ideas.'
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Three examples are included for this question. This first one gained a mark at the lower end
of level 2.
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Y 2/ ResultsPlus

_ ~ Examiner Comments

In this short response, the candidate considers some aspects of
Candy's role on the ranch. There are some generalised comments,
such as how others discuss his age or not wanting to speak to him
because he is old. These are not rooted in the text and there is no
evidence to support this. There are some relevant points, such as
Carlson shooting his dog; however, Candy's relationship with his dog is
not explored. The point about Candy being 'grumpy' could have been
developed further. There is 'some' understanding here, suggesting a
level 2 mark; however, there is also a lack of explicit contextual
comment, which keeps the mark lower in the level.

Level 2, 9 marks.

T\ ResultsPlus
\. Examiner Tip
Although film versions can be good teaching resources, candidates
must be made aware that not all film versions are a true
representation of the novel. Some film versions include details not
included in the novel(s). Of course, candidates should be writing about
the novel and not the film.
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This second response achieved a mark at the lower end of level 3.
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Y / ResultsPlus

/"--t Examiner Comments
In this response, there are some generalisations and 'grey areas’,
where understanding is not always secure; however, there are some
relevant points, such as Candy's relationship with his dog and how he
becomes involved with George and Lennie's dream. There are
references to Candy having savings and his relationship with others on
the ranch. Some contextual points have been made. On a best fit basis,
this is awarded a mark at the lower end of level 3.

Level 3, 18 marks.

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
For context, use past mark schemes to collate a bank of ideas.
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This final exemplar is a level 4 response.
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N / ResultsPlus

/“-—-: Examiner Comments
The candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel
and the response shows thorough personal engagement. Comments
are made about Candy having a close relationship with his dog and
how this mirrors the relationship between George and Lennie.
Thoughtful points are made about the foreshadowing on Lennie's
death and how this relates to the survival of the fittest. Other points
include Candy's lack of power and his respect for those with power,
such as Slim. Contextual points are made. More specific or finer details
from the novel would have benefited this response further.

Level 4, 32 marks.

& 1.4 Deoac ibe
4.\ ResultsPlus
\\ Examiner Tip
Including examples from across the novel will demonstrate a secure
understanding of the text as a whole.
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Question 8

There were just a small number of responses to this question and most candidates did well.
This question was challenging, although there are a number of areas in the novel where the
brothers’ relationship is explored. Most responses explored the relationship through Kahu
and how the brothers were often travelling or living away from Whangara, but always came
back together.

One examiner commented: 'This was a really good question which enabled all abilities to
write something. There were a few candidates who lacked the ability to relate it to context,
although some of the better ones were able to discuss the Maori culture.'
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This response achieved a mark in level 4.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
_ Examiner Comments

The response shows thorough personal engagement and a sustained
critical style. The candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of
the novel and makes some very good points about the brothers,
particularly the point about Rawiri having more independence than his
older brother, as Porourangi will be a future leader of the tribe and
therefore has more responsibilities. The candidate considers the
brothers' different lives and how Porourangi returns home. Some
thoughtful comments are included and some contextual points are
made.

Level 4, 26 marks.

-_/-'
A

,':,;' ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip
As this is a closed book examination, candidates do not have to use
quotations in their Prose responses. Examples can be specific
references to specific episodes in the novel studied or paraphrased
guotations.

Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01 76



Question 9

There were more responses to this question than question 8, and the majority were very
successful and often a joy to read. More successful candidates looked at the importance of
Nanny Flowers giving a voice to female representation. Candidates also explored the
changing attitudes of Koro in how he develops his response to Kahu after her ability to
empower the clan through Whale Riding. The majority of candidates explored Kahu'’s role in
defying the norms of women, and utilising her as an anomaly against the patriarchal Maori
culture - more successful candidates explored the significance of her name.

One examiner commented: 'l saw several answers to this question and some of them were
very good. The role of women ranged across different characters and situations and context
was well handled. Answers were based around Kahu as the ‘innocent, feminine hero” and
Nanny Flowers as wise, ‘comedic’ and ‘connected to the land’. Some candidates wrote about
how the writer uses the personification of the old mother whale to present a parallel world of
the Maori culture. Some commented on how Ihimaera related to whales after witnessing a
stranding. The colonisation of New Zealand, influx of whaling boats in the early 1900s and
later efforts to protect whales were covered in detailed answers. Context was well integrated
into all answers seen.'

77 Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01



The following is a level 5 exemplar.
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N / ResultsPlus

/'--; Examiner Comments
The candidate demonstrates an assured understanding of the novel in
this confident response. The role of women is explored through the
male dominated society and how, as a result, women have limited
power; however, this is challenged by the characters of Nanny (Nani)
Flowers and Kahu. Comments include: the exploration of how Kahu is
rejected by her grandfather and how she is desperate for his approval
and affection, and Nanny standing-up to her husband and
demonstrating her strong personality.

The response is assured and contextual comments are embedded.
More examples could have taken the mark higher.

Level 5, 34.

%\ ResultsPlus
\_ Examiner Tip
Candidates should prove to the examiner their knowledge of the text -
do not assume the examiner knows everything.
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Question 10

As this is the least popular option, there were very few responses to this question. But as per
previous series, responses were often very successful, with most gaining marks in levels 4
and 5. The knowledge and understanding of this challenging text was often very impressive.

The majority of candidates explored the contrasting settings through the differences in
culture and how this affected the relationships between the mothers and daughters.

This is a level 4 response.
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y ﬁ/ ResultsPlus
_‘/"‘-“- Examiner Comments

The candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel,
producing an answer that is sustained and personal. There is detailed
awareness of context and fully relevant examples support the points
made. The candidate considers the settings of China and America and
the relationships between some of the Chinese mothers and their
American daughters. Settings is explored through the
misunderstandings, struggles and conflicts experienced, which are
mostly because of the cultural differences; however, the daughters are
very much like their mothers. Contextual points are made throughout
the response.

This meets all of the level 4 criteria. More specific examples and finer
details would have benefited the response further.

Level 4, 32 marks.
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Question 11

Again, there were very few responses to this question, but it was very successful for the
candidates that attempted it. Most candidates discussed the relationship between Jing-mei
and her mother, Suyuan, but few commented on her father, Canning. There was reference to
her journey to China, at the end of the novel, with her father, but often he was not named.

This is a level 5 response.
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\(/ ( ResultsPlus

/"‘--L Examiner Comments

The candidate demonstrates an assured knowledge and
understanding of the novel. Immediately, the response comments on
how Jing-mei is tasked with finding, or meeting, her half-sisters in
China and how Jing-mei overcomes her misunderstandings with her
late mother and finds her own identity. The response is confident and
a wide range of points and examples are provided, such as Jing-mei's
childhood pressures, piano playing, the competition between her and
Waverly Jong, the cultural gap, her parents' disappointment of her, her
desire for her parents' approval and the crab dinner. More explicit
comment about Canning Woo, her father, could have secured full
marks. Contextual comments are included and support the points
made.

Level 5, 35 marks.

R\ ResultsPlus
Siop,|

Examiner Tip
AO2 (Language, form and structure) is not assessed in this part of the
paper.
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Question 12

Responses to this novel are always a joy to read. The character was fully understood and
most candidates explored the character in some depth. Responses were very successful,
often gaining marks in level 5.

Examiner comments included:

‘Effective responses looked at ideals of masculinity, alongside the contrast between
Ezinma/lkemefuna and Nwoye, whereby his sister and friend are arguably more admired
in society, especially by Okonkwo. Candidates also placed in context of African Lit, and
Achebe’s wish to avoid the presentation of a homogenous Africa, instead embracing men
of different values and ideals.’

‘The writer's intentions were often explored at the end of each paragraph, to great effect.
Particularly strong candidates also explored Nwoye's response to the colonial government,
and his capacity to adapt to change. Less successful candidates drifted into retelling the
story of Things Fall Apart.

‘There were some confident discussions of Nwoye, but there was a tendency in quite a
number of candidates to make Nwoye secondary to the task, which became much more
about Okonkwo, lkemefuna and the missionaries. However, responses were generally
strong and the strongest considered Nwoye's function in relation to Achebe’s message
with some confidence.

This is a level 4 exemplar.
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N / ResultsPlus

/--.; Examiner Comments

The candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of both the
character and novel. A range of points are made, such as: how Nwoye's
character develops throughout the novel; his difficult relationship with
his father, Okonkwo; the close bond that he forms with Ikemefuna;
Nwoye's lack of masculine traits; Ikemefuna's influence and Okonkwo
disowning Nwoye when he converts to Christianity.

The response is sustained and thoughtful comment is made; however,
more attention to smaller details could have benefited the response
further, such as reference to when Nwoye changes his name to Isaac
or when he leaves to pursue an education. More explicit contextual
comment could have also been included.

Level 4, 28 marks.

)\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Spelling, punctuation and grammar are not assessed in this paper,

however, if a candidate struggles with writing, consider applying for
permission to use a word processor.

Did you know that we now offer our IGCSE Literature paper online?
Please see our website for more details.
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Question 13

For this question, several gained full marks. The responses were, on the whole, impressive
and a joy to read. More successful candidates explored respect through a variety of ways:
respect for Gods, respect governed by strength and wealth, the respect (or lack of it) by the
colonial government, respect (or lack of it) with women.

Examiner comments included:

o ‘Effective candidates equally explored Achebe’s respect for the African culture, and his
novel as a tool to present the challenges in giving identity to Nigeria during its fight for
independence. Candidates also effectively mentioned ‘Heart of Darkness’, and Achebe’s
use of TFA as a means to counteract the stereotypes of African tribes wrongly imposed by
Conrad's text. Weaker candidates demonstrated misconceptions, such as Unoka being
respected, or the Christian church being respected by the clan. Some weaker candidates
also drifted into narrative, without returning back to the value of respect.’

¢ 'Most focused on Okonkwo's determination to cast off his father’s legacy and his success
in being considered a strong leader. A number of these responses also recognised that
this almost blinkered obsession led to Okonkwao's ultimate downfall, triggered by the
sacrifice of Ikemefuna. The responses to this task were genuinely interesting to read and
were very mature.’

e 'I saw answers at all levels of ability. Respect was considered to be a major theme and
candidates wrote about the role of women, the expectations of traditional culture and
episodes such as the wrestling match and the unmasking of the egwugwu. Candidates at
all levels of achievement expressed strong personal views with some arguing
sympathetically for Okonkwo who they considered to be ‘between a rock and hard place’
or a ‘difficult situation, his judgement compromised by the need for respect’. Other
candidates argued that Okonkwo brings his downfall on himself. Contextual references
related to the traditions of the Igbo and aspects such as the Feast of the Yam and Oracle of
Akwa.'
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This final exemplar in the report is a response that gained full marks.
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N / ResultsPlus

/‘-—-’: Examiner Comments
This response is assured, confident and perceptive. There is assured
personal engagement and understanding of the relationship between
text and context, which is integrated convincingly. There is
discriminating use of relevant examples and some very good textual
references. Respect is explored through: Okonkwao's relationship with
his family; Okonkwo's desire for respect and a good reputation, unlike
his father, Unoka, whom he disrespects; the role of women and their
subservience to men; how Okonkwo's wives live in 'perpetual fear?;
Okonkwo disrespecting the 'Week of Peace' by beating his wife; how
the missionary, Mr Brown, gains respect; Ezinma's and Ekwifi's 'shared
respect' and much more.

Although there is some unnecessary AO2 (language analysis), the
response is compacted with a wide variety of examples and there is
high attention to detail.

Level 5, 40 marks.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The attention to smaller details within a text are often indicative of
higher level responses. Of course, candidates are not expected to
cover every possible example in a text, but those that are included

should be developed and deal with the question.

Please check our website for the latest updates and developments.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, centres are offered the following advice:

e Candidates should be reminded to write their responses in the correct area of the answer
booklet. Space is provided for each part. It does not matter which order questions are
attempted, but the responses should be in the correct answer space.

e Candidates should not use extra paper; ample space is provided in the answer booklet,
even for large handwriting.

e Candidates should be aware of which assessment objectives are being assessed. Context
is only assessed in Section C, Prose.

e For Sections A and B, candidates must explore the language, form and structure of the
poems.

e For Section C, Prose, candidates should draw on their knowledge of the text that they have
studied and give examples from different areas. Candidates should prove to the examiner
that they know the novel they have studied.

e Section C, Prose, examples can be particular references to other parts of the novel such as
events, episodes, character, action, and so on, that are relevant to the question.
Candidates can paraphrase quotations from memory, but exact quotations are not
mandatory, particularly as this is a closed book examination. The assessment objective
assesses the candidate’s knowledge of the texts and not language, form and structure.

e Section B, Anthology, candidates need to consider language, form and structure. Poems
must be compared and the effect on the reader considered. Context is not assessed in
either poetry Section, A or B.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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