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Introduction

The texts about looking after orphaned birds and animals were accessible across the full
range of abilities and candidates were able to engage with the tasks and respond
appropriately.

Examiners commented that there was some evidence of good teaching and learning in
preparation for this examination in the responses seen and they commented that most
candidates seemed well-prepared on the whole.

Successful candidates were able to engage fully with both texts and respond thoughtfully
and articulately. Their writing responses were often engaging and effective and were well
controlled and accurate. Less successful candidates sometimes struggled to understand the
passages and the questions. Their writing was often pedestrian or lacked coherence and had
weak language controls.

There were some candidates who made references to the pictures in their responses to
Question 3, Question 6 and Question 7. This is not an appropriate way to respond to texts as
the pictures are not language or structural devices chosen for effect by the writers. This
series there were also some candidates who focused on the glossaries provided as being
helpful information from the writer. They are not a feature of the texts but are there to aid
understanding.

There were a few candidates who copied out all, or considerable parts, of the extracts in
response to Question 8. This can never be a successful way to respond as the candidate is
required to produce their own work and show the ability to adapt the original texts for a
different audience and purpose.

There was evidence of planning which is to be encouraged. However the use of very long
plans or draft essays is to be discouraged as they are not a good use of time. Candidates
should be encouraged to plan their response in the answer booklet rather than on separate
additional sheets.

3 Int GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R



Question 1

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text One which does not require candidates to
use their own words.

The majority of candidates correctly identified one of the ways that Willy behaved, from the
given section. The most popular responses included: ‘Willy lingered by the studio and
squawked in recognition’ and ‘pecked at his feathers’. Other responses included that Willy
‘was possessive’ but all bullet points in the mark scheme were seen. Occasional incorrect
responses used ideas from outside the line references such as: ‘snuggled’ or ‘he responded
with a little caw’ or identified things that were not related to his behaviour eg ‘Willy was to be
attended to’ or ‘fed with pellets’.

A number of candidates wasted time copying down too much or offered too many points
which was not necessary.

Candidates must ensure they read the text and the question carefully.
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Question 2

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text One which does not require candidates to
use their own words.

The majority of candidates successfully identified a relevant point about how creatures
behave when there are people around, commonly that Willy was ‘nervy, loud or silly’ and
other responses included ‘fusses’ or ‘hostile’ or ‘playing the fool (as children do)’.

Occasional incorrect responses included ‘It is impossible for anyone except the owner to see
the creature as it actually is’.

A number of candidates wasted time copying down too much or offered too many points
which was not necessary.

Candidates must ensure they read the text and the question carefully.
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Question 3

The question asks the candidate how the writer presents his experiences of looking after
Willy, the goose.

The majority of candidates understood the text and engaged with some of the ideas and
experiences that the writer presented. Most understood the close bond between the writer
and Willy. Examiners commented that they did not see many higher level responses.

Examiners commented that most candidates demonstrated at least some understanding of
the text and some awareness of the devices used to present ideas. They were able to select
examples of language use, make some relevant points and provide some appropriate
references but they did not always explain how these features helped the writer to achieve
his effects. Responses included comments on: the use of listing eg to describe Willy’s
activities in the horse trough or to describe the sounds he made; the use of metaphors eg ‘a
pillow of warmth’; the use of tricolons eg ‘preening, cleaning and ordering’.

Sometimes candidates made generic comments such as: ‘this connected to the reader’ or
‘this was very engaging to the reader’ with little or no explanation of how it was engaging or
how it connected to the reader. There was also evidence of ‘feature spotting’ where
candidates identify (correctly) particular language features but do not explain them.

More successful candidates showed a thorough understanding of linguistic features and
these candidates were able to engage with the significance of language using a variety of
examples. The best thoughtfully embedded quotations and probed the language in detail.
They focused on how the writer presents his experiences and were able to engage with the
writer’s use of language by commenting on the techniques and how they were used for
effect. They explored devices such as: the use of onomatopoeic words eg ‘caw’, ‘hiss’,
‘trumpeting’; the use of metaphors and similes; the use of tricolons. Some candidates made
the point that Willy was a child substitute referencing the comments in the first sentence of
the second paragraph: ‘my writing day was changed, brightened in unexpected ways’.

Less successful candidates often produced responses that were content based. These tended
to focus on ‘what’ the writer said, rather than ‘how’ the writer presented his experiences of
looking after Willy. Some of these responses would repeatedly write that the ‘writer
describes’ or ‘the writer presents’, focusing on what the writer said. In some responses many
quotations were used but these supported a content-based, narrative response summarising
the content rather than focusing on the writer’s techniques. Some candidates used very long
quotations but offered limited explanations of their chosen examples. Some of the weakest
responses were simply summaries of the text. There were a few who merely copied out large
parts of text.

Centres need to remind candidates that this question asks how the writer achieves his/her
effects not what he/she says.

6Int GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R



This is a successful response to Question 3.
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Perceptive understanding and analysis of language is demonstrated
throughout. A range of language and structural features are explored,
including use of pronouns, repetition, listing, and vocabulary. The
selection of references is discriminating and these are successfully
embedded in the response to clarify the points being made. Level 5; 10
marks.

Note how the candidate has focused on individual words and phrases
and their effects to show how the writer presents his ideas.
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This is a less successful response to Question 3.

10Int GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R



The response shows clear understanding and explanation of language
with references that are appropriate and relevant to the points made.
There is some lack of development of the points which puts the mark
at the bottom of Level 3. 5 marks.
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To improve the mark, the candidate would need to provide more
examples of how the writer uses language and structure for effect and
develop their points on the intended effects of the writer's choices.
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Question 4

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text Two which does not require candidates to
use their own words.

Most candidates answered this correctly. Popular points about the rescues identified were:
‘use whatever transportation is necessary, including vehicle, aircraft or helicopter’, ‘rescue
teams are equipped with milk’, ‘they offer immediate aid’. Incorrect responses stated
information such as that the elephants would ‘suffer from starvation’ or ‘suffer
physically/psychologically’ which is not about the rescues. Occasionally they described the
rescue: ‘bring them to the safety of the nursery’.

A number of candidates wasted time copying down too much or offered too many points
which was not necessary.

Candidates must ensure they read the text and the question carefully.
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Question 5

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text Two which does not require candidates to
use their own words.

The majority of candidates answered this correctly. Common correct responses were: ‘the
orphans were gradually weaned’, ‘they learn to live as wild elephants’ and ‘they walk far and
wide with their keepers’. Another common response, which could only gain 1 mark as it came
from the same bullet point, was ‘they interact with wild herds and they learn about elephant
society’. However most of those candidates that made this mistake gained full marks having
given multiple points in their response.

A number of candidates wasted time copying down too much or offered too many points
which was not necessary.

Candidates must ensure they read the text and the question carefully.
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Question 6

The question asks the candidate how the writer presents the experiences of looking after
orphaned elephants. Most examiners commented that candidates’ responses had similar
qualities to the responses to Question 3 although some examiners felt that the responses to
this question were less secure.

Most candidates were able to identify and explain what the writer was saying and the
language used to express this although there was often a tendency to describe what the
chosen examples said rather than how the language was used for effect. They were able to
comment on: the use of listing; the use of sub-headings; the description of how the carers
looked after the elephants (like children).

Sometimes candidates made generic comments such as ‘it makes it more interesting’ or ‘this
makes the reader want to read on’ which do not clearly explain how the writer has achieved
his effects. There was also evidence of ‘feature spotting’ where candidates identify (correctly)
particular language features but do not explain them.

More successful candidates were able to explore the writer’s use of language and structure
using a variety of examples. They explained ‘how’ the writer presented the experiences of
looking after the orphaned elephants and ‘how’ the reader might respond. They also
expressed an understanding of how language works. They were able to explore the use of
sub-headings; the use of pronouns, references to the time and what this shows about the
commitment of the carers. Some were able to look at the anthropomorphism used to
describe the young elephants.

Less successful candidates produced responses that were content based without much focus
on the writer’s techniques. Some candidates wrote a summary of the text but did not offer
any comments on language or structure. Some candidates simply re-stated their chosen
quotations. Examiners commented that some candidates listed their points with little
explanation and often no references. A number of candidates focused on punctuation at the
expense of commenting on more obvious linguistic techniques. Some of the weakest
responses were simply summaries of the text.

As with Question 3, centres need to remind candidates that this question asks how the writer
achieves his/her effects not what he/she says.

This is a successful response to Question 6.
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The response fulfils all the Level 4 criteria and demonstrates some
perceptive understanding of language and structure and their
intended effects which just tips it into Level 5. 9 marks.

Note how the candidate has focused on and analysed individual words
and phrases to show how the writer has presented the experiences.
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This is a less successful response to Question 6.
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The response identifies some relevant features and quotations and
comments on them. However the comments tend to be on content not
the writer’s techniques. Level 2; 4 marks.

Always remember to focus on how the writer uses language and
structure, and explain the writer's intended effects on the reader.
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Question 7

This question requires candidates to compare how the writers present their ideas and
experiences of looking after orphaned geese and elephants. Examiners commented that the
majority of candidates were able to identify and discuss basic comparisons at a minimum,
and some produced well-thought-out comparisons of the extracts.

Most candidates were able to discuss some comparisons between the texts. They
commented on: Text 1 is about looking after one creature whereas Text 2 is about looking
after many; Text 1 is a first-person account whereas Text 2 uses some inclusive pronouns;
both texts present the positive reasons for looking after the creatures. Many focused on the
ways in which both of the texts were about taking care of animals.

More successful candidates developed a balanced approach in comparing the texts. They
developed a wider range of comparisons and explored the writers’ ideas and experiences.
They were able to analyse the differences and compare the language as well as the content.
They supported their points with apt references. These responses identified that Text 1 was
an entertaining personal account and compared it with the informative and advisory tone of
Text 2. They commented that Text 1 discusses the personal benefits for the writer and Text 2
focuses on the benefits for the orphaned elephants . Some compared language features
successfully and explored how these language features helped the writers present their
ideas. However it was noted that some candidates only made effective comparisons of the
features of the texts instead of exploring and comparing the ideas and experiences, which
limited their achievement.

Some candidates wrote about each text separately with a comparative section at the end
which did not enable them to compare in any depth. More successful responses made points
of comparison linking the passages throughout. There were some candidates who offered a
number of reasonable comparisons but did not provide any kind of support or references to
the texts to support their comparisons.

Less successful candidates often compared the content. Some candidates wrote paragraphs
which summarised the content of the two extracts but did not compare them. Sometimes
they wrote about one text and then added some undeveloped points about the other text at
the end. The least successful candidates wrote very little.

Centres will need to continue to work with candidates to make sure they have a clear
understanding of valid ways of responding to texts in Section A. This should include how to
analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve their effects (Questions 3 and 6)
and how to write comparative responses (Question 7).

This is a successful response to Question 7.
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The response covers quite a wide range of comparisons with some
exploration of the ideas and experiences. It is comparative throughout.
The references fully support the points being made. Level 4; 11 marks.

Note how the candidate compares both texts throughout the
response.
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This is a less successful response to Question 7.
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This response considers obvious comparisons and comments on ideas
and experiences. There are some valid references but these are not
developed. Level 2; 5 marks.

This could be improved by giving a wider range of comparisons and
examples from the texts.

30Int GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R



Question 8

AO1

Most candidates referred to the three bullet points and managed to cover a reasonable
number of points although examiners commented that bullet point 3 (the rewards for the
carers) was sometimes undeveloped. The most common orphaned creatures mentioned
were stray birds, dogs and kittens. References were made to: the help that can be offered
such as rescue ( urging the listener not to ignore their plight), shelter, food and veterinary
care; the benefits to the orphaned animals and birds such as safety, support and a
caring/loving home; the rewards for carers such as affection, companionship, protection, love
and loyalty. There were some references to financial gain if you subsequently wanted to sell
the animal or bird although this was not quite in the spirit of either of the texts.

The more successful candidates used a systematic approach and fully developed the ideas
from the texts. They offered a good number of relevant points, made well-focused comments
about looking after orphaned young animals and birds, dealt with the three bullet points in
some detail, incorporating ideas from both texts and skillfully incorporating their own
examples. Some were able to make the valid point that human destruction of the planet is
impacting on animals and therefore it is more common to see wounded animals in human
areas, so we have a moral responsibility to care for them.

Less successful responses only referred to one or two of the given bullet points, most
commonly missing out the third one (the rewards for the carers). Their responses tended to
have too much reliance on the texts without demonstrating evidence they could interpret
and assimilate the ideas. The least successful candidates directly lifted much material from
the source texts.

AO4

Examiners commented that most candidates understood the requirement of the task and
were able to use the appropriate register and tone for a talk to their peers and there was
clear evidence of an understanding of the purpose, audience and format required. These
responses often started with greetings and an introduction to the speaker before the three
bullet points were tackled. In most cases the text was convincing. It sounded like a talk to
peers and the writer was able to engage with their audience.

More successful candidates demonstrated that they could communicate successfully and
purposefully for a talk, often with humour and persuasion. There was an effective use of
form, tone and register with a secure realisation of purpose. They appeared to effortlessly
compose a realistic talk which engaged the audience confidently employing persuasive and
informative devices such as rhetorical questions, imperatives, repetition and anecdotes.
These responses were lively and engaging.
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Less successful responses were not able to adapt the texts for audience and purpose and
often had problems sustaining the required register throughout their response. In some
cases, the responses read more like articles, and their form also suggested the same. There
were some quite brief responses.

AO5

Most candidates were able to develop and express information and ideas in suitable way
with the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features. They were able to write with
clarity and spell a range of vocabulary correctly and were able to use punctuation with some
control.

More successful responses had full control of spelling, punctuation and grammar. These
candidates were able to use a wide range of structural devices together with accurate
spelling of a wide vocabulary and correctly used a wide range of punctuation.

Less successful responses were often repetitive with their word choices and sentence
structures and had many errors. They had poor language controls and weak paragraphing.

There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuation but all examiners
commented on candidates who had problems with grammar and expression such as
problems with tenses and sentence structure including missing words. Examiners
commented that punctuation and vocabulary choices sometimes lacked variety.

Common errors were: missing out definite and indefinite articles; comma splicing; lack of
capital letters, especially for the personal pronoun ‘I’ and sometimes at the start of
sentences; grammatical errors such as incorrect subject/verb agreement.

Centres should continue to work to ensure candidates have a clear idea of how to adapt
ideas from texts and how to write appropriately for different audiences and purposes. They
should also be able to write with accurate grammar, spelling and punctuation.
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This is a very successful response to Question 8.
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AO1: There is a wide range of relevant points with well-focused
comments on information and ideas. Level 5; 10 marks.

AO4: The response is sharply focused on audience and purpose with
sophisticated use of form, tone and register. Level 5; 12 marks.

AO5: There is varied punctuation and extensive vocabulary with
accurate use of structural devices. There is manipulation of complex
ideas, utilising a range of structural and grammatical features to
support cohesion. Level 4; 8 marks.

Note how the candidate has covered all the bullet points in detail and
maintained the sophisticated form, tone and register throughout the
response.
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This is a less successful response to Question 8.
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AO1: The majority of the response is very close to the original texts,
with some slight re-working. The introduction and conclusion are the
candidate’s own work, so this just nudges into Level 2. 3 marks.

AO4: Communicates in a broadly appropriate way with some
straightforward use of form tone and register. There is a little
awareness of audience and purpose. Level 2; 3 marks.

AO5: As much of the response uses phrases from the original texts, the
best fit is just into Level 2. There is some evidence of expressing and
ordering information. Level 2; 3 marks.

This could have been improved by not using the wording and phrases
from the original texts.
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Question 9

AO4

The majority of candidates disagreed with the statement ‘People spend too much time and
money looking after animals’ although examiners noted some candidates disagreed. Ideas
included that animals were seen as valuable and important in their own right and that they
deserved more respect. Humans were often referred to as the most intelligent animals and
therefore needed to step up and prove their superiority in a positive way by looking after
animals. Some discussed how animals help us, such as dogs for the blind and working
animals such as police dogs and guard dogs. Others related animals as ‘just like us’ and
therefore deserving our time and money. The cost of vet bills, insurance, food was all
considered, however such care was often deemed necessary and not worth debating when
animals provided love and affection, an antidote to loneliness, companionship or security.
Arguments in agreement with the statement looked at more global issues such as poverty
and how we should be sorting these issues out before spending too much money on
animals. Some referred to some horses being more expensive than cars or pets wearing
designer outfits or sunglasses. The one thing often listed as unnecessary was expensive toys
which pets often did not play with or destroyed.

Most candidates were able to communicate their ideas clearly and were able to provide a
balanced and relevant response. They offered a range of relevant points to support their
arguments although responses sometimes became a little narrow and repetitive.

More successful candidates structured their responses coherently with well-formed
arguments that fully supported their views. They were able to write in depth and breadth.
They used a range of techniques successfully to add interest and variety to their writing.
Their tone, form and purpose were convincing and persuasive.

Less successful candidates offered points that were quite predictable and found it difficult to
sustain an argument, often leading to repetition. These responses often presented muddled
ideas or were very brief.

Centres need to ensure that candidates who choose this option are well prepared in
argumentative, discursive and rhetorical techniques and are able to develop their ideas
effectively.

AO5

The comments for AO5 are the same across all three options.

Most candidates were able to develop and express information and ideas in suitable way
with the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features. They used a range of
correctly spelt vocabulary and were able to punctuate with some control.
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More successful responses had full control of spelling, punctuation and grammar. These
candidates were able to use a wide range of structural devices together with accurate
spelling of a wide vocabulary and correctly used a wide range of punctuation.

Less successful responses were often repetitive with their word choices and sentence
structures and had many errors. They had poor language controls and weak paragraphing.

There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuation but examiners
commented on candidates who had problems with grammar and expression such as
problems with tenses and sentence structure including missing words. Examiners
commented that punctuation and vocabulary choices sometimes lacked variety.

Common errors commented on by examiners were: comma splicing, problems with
homophones, missing or misused apostrophes, not capitalising ‘I’ for the personal pronoun,
missing capital letters at the beginning of sentences, and grammatical errors.

Centres need to focus on developing accurate and effective grammatical structuring and
idiomatic English to enable candidates to express themselves clearly and access the higher
mark bands.

44Int GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R



This is a response to Question 9.
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AO4

The response communicates with some clarity and with a clear sense
of purpose but lacks control in some places, which reduces the overall
impact of the writing. It is a little repetitive in parts. Level 3; 10 marks.

AO5

Uses some varied vocabulary correctly spelt e.g. ‘substitute’ and
‘prioritize’. Paragraphs are mostly used correctly, and there is some
varied and accurate punctuation. Level 3; 5 marks.

Think about how more development of ideas and a more persuasive
use of form, tone and register might have improved this response.
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Question 10

This was the most popular choice.

AO4

Some examiners commented positively on the quality of some of the responses to the title ‘
Freedom’ . There were some effective narratives with engaging plots.

Different interpretations of the title were plentiful. These included escaping from unhappy
home lives/parental control, escaping from some form of imprisonment, war, the desire to
follow a future seen as unsuitable by parents. There were some who wrote about the
freedom for students after the intensity of exams. Some of the narratives ended tragically in
that characters were killed in their quest for freedom. There were some narratives that were
rather long-winded and convoluted where candidates had developed over-ambitious plots.
Examiners did comment on a number of unnecessarily gruesome, violent and gory stories.
These unpleasant plots sometimes struggled to maintain focus on the title. There were a
number of responses which ended rather weakly with ‘It was all a dream’.

Most candidates were able to write a narrative with some sense of plot. They were able to
communicate clearly and some of the narratives were full of pace and conflict and were often
fast moving. Their tone was appropriate and characters were developed. Sometimes they
involved too much direct speech without the necessary speech marks or the plot stumbled
or became very far-fetched rather than being properly executed.

More successful candidates planned their ideas well, focused on developing characters as
well as plot, selecting details to create pace and sometimes tension. These narratives did not
try to cover too much plot detail as there is simply not enough time to do these plot
developments justice in an examination. They used a range of language devices and
structural choices effectively to engage the reader’s interest.

Less successful candidates lacked development of ideas or the ability to maintain a narrative.
They often gave a lengthy narration, with repetitive and unfocused plot ideas. They struggled
at times with clarity, with muddled storylines and weak endings. Some candidates used plots
from films, computer games or novels.

Centres need to ensure candidates have a secure understanding of narrative techniques and
the ability to develop a coherent and cohesive personal response.

AO5

Most candidates were able to develop and express information and ideas in suitable way
with the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features. They used a range of
correctly spelt vocabulary and were able to punctuate with some control. Examiners did
comment that the range of punctuation used was quite limited.
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Better responses had full control of spelling, punctuation and grammar. Better candidates
were able to use a wide range of structural devices together with accurate spelling of a wide
vocabulary and correctly used a wide range of punctuation.

Less successful candidates tended to use fairly basic vocabulary and often used fairly simple
sentence structures throughout their responses. Weaker candidates had poor language
controls and weak paragraphing.

There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuation but most
examiners commented on candidates who had problems with grammar and expression.
There were problems with tenses and sentence structure including missing words. Some
examiners noted that the lack of paragraphing was an issue for some candidates. These
problems limited the effectiveness of the communication.

Common errors commented on by examiners were: missing basic sentence punctuation;
comma splicing; problems with homophones; misspelling of basic vocabulary; missing or
misused apostrophes; not capitalising ‘I’ for the personal pronoun; missing capital letters at
the beginning of sentences and grammatical errors such as problems with sentence
structures, subject-verb agreement and verb tenses.

Centres need to focus on developing accurate and effective grammatical structuring to
enable candidates to express themselves clearly and access the higher mark bands.

This is a successful response to Question 10.
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AO4

There is a secure realisation of purpose and at times this is perceptive,
subtle and moving. There is effective use of form, tone and register,
which at times is sophisticated, which tips this into mid-Level 5. 18
marks.

AO5

Manages complex ideas cohesively with some extensive, accurate
vocabulary and precise punctuation. There are a small number of
errors, which do not impede meaning. Level 5; 9 marks.

54Int GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R



Note the imaginative interpretation of the title that is always fully
focused. Think about how the narrative is cleverly controlled and
engages the reader.
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Question 11

AO4

Candidates produced some effective responses that were focused on the task of describing a
person who is kind to others. However examiners noted that some candidates wrote
narrative responses and there were a reasonable number of candidates who wrote about the
attributes of kindness but did not use those to describe an actual person who was kind.

Kind people included teachers, friends and family members. The latter elicited some very
good descriptions which considered the behaviour of these individuals in relation to
strangers, their willingness to give money and their time to deserving cases – the homeless,
the old and sick. Descriptions of teachers were sometimes enthusiastic and effusive clearly
demonstrating how caring they were.

Most candidates were able to give a range of descriptions of a person who is kind to others.
They offered some detailed description of both the person and the qualities they exhibited.

More successful responses were able to provide physical description of the appearance and
lifestyle or career of the kind person and were able to explore some of their other character
traits which culminated in a celebration of their kindness. They sometimes used well-judged
anecdotes to provide specific examples of the kindness. One examiner commented that ‘The
reader was almost left feeling guilty or inadequate in contrast to the person described’.

Less successful candidates tended to write about the traits someone who was kind should
have, rather than describing a specific person who was kind to others. Those who did
describe a person produced responses that were often short, undeveloped and used a
limited range of vocabulary.

Centres need to ensure candidates are aware of the techniques they can use in descriptive
writing and also ensure candidates develop a varied vocabulary which they can use
appropriately.

AO5

Most candidates were able to develop and express information and ideas in suitable way
with the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features. They used a range of
correctly spelt vocabulary and were able to punctuate with some control. Examiners did
comment that the range of punctuation used was quite limited.

Successful responses had full control of spelling, punctuation and grammar. They were able
to use a wide range of structural devices together with accurate spelling of a wide vocabulary
and correctly used a wide range of punctuation.
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Less successful candidates tended to use fairly basic vocabulary and often used fairly simple
sentence structures throughout their responses. These candidates had poor language
controls and weak paragraphing.

There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuation but most
examiners commented on candidates who had problems with grammar and expression.
There were problems with tenses and sentence structures. These problems limited the
effectiveness of the communication.

Common errors commented on by examiners were: missing basic sentence punctuation;
comma splicing; missing or misused apostrophes; not capitalising ‘I’ for the personal
pronoun; missing capital letters at the beginning of sentences and grammatical errors such
as problems with sentence structures, subject-verb agreement and verb tenses.

Centres need to focus on developing accurate and effective grammatical structuring to
enable candidates to express themselves clearly and access the higher mark bands.

This is a response to Question 11.
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AO4

This response has a credible description of their chosen kind person,
creating a convincing portrait of the subject’s kindness and character.
There is a good range of adjectives and effective form, tone and
register. It communicates successfully and is moving in parts. This is a
solid Level 4 response. 14 marks.

AO5

There is a wide range of vocabulary, accurately spelt, and use of
punctuation which supports meaning. There is also a variety of
sentence structures. Errors are infrequent and do not impede
meaning. Level 4; 8 marks.

Note how the writer maintains the secure focus on description
throughout the response.
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Paper Summary

Most successful candidates:

read the texts with insight and engagement
were able to explore language and structure and show how these are used by writers to
achieve effects in response to Questions 3 and 6
were able to select a wide range of comparisons and explore the writers’ ideas and
experiences in response to Question 7
were able to select and adapt relevant information for Question 8
wrote clearly with a good sense of audience and purpose in an appropriate register in
response to Question 8
engaged the reader with creative writing that was clearly expressed, well developed and
controlled (Questions 9, 10 and 11)
used ambitious vocabulary
wrote with accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Least successful candidates:

did not engage fully with the texts
were not able to identify language and structure or made little comment on how these are
used by writers to achieve effects in response to Questions 3 and 6
were not able to compare the texts or offered very limited comparisons in response to
Question 7
sometimes narrated or copied the texts in response to Questions 3, 6 and 7
were not able to select and adapt relevant information for Question 8
sometimes copied from the original texts in response to Question 8
did not write in an appropriate register in response to Question 8
were not able to sustain and develop ideas clearly in response to Section C (Questions 9,
10 and 11)
did not demonstrate accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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