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Introduction

The texts about successful and inspirational people were accessible across the full range of
abilities and candidates were able to engage with the tasks and respond appropriately.

Examiners commented that there was evidence of good teaching and learning in preparation
for this examination in the responses seen and they commented that most candidates
seemed well-prepared on the whole.

Successful candidates were able to engage fully with both texts and respond thoughtfully
and articulately. Their writing responses were often engaging and effective and were well
controlled and accurate. Less successful candidates sometimes struggled to understand the
passages and the questions. Their writing was often pedestrian or lacked coherence and had
weak language controls.

There were some candidates who made references to the pictures in their responses to
Question 3, Question 6 and Question 7. This is not an appropriate way to respond to texts as
the pictures are not language or structural devices chosen for effect by the writers.

Examiners commented that there were a number of blank responses to Question 7 which
may have been a timing issue. Candidates should try to respond to all questions.

There were a few candidates who copied out all, or considerable parts, of the extracts in
response to Question 8. This can never be a successful way to respond as the candidate is
required to produce their own work and show the ability to adapt the original texts for a
different audience and purpose.

There was evidence of planning which is to be encouraged. However the use of very long
plans or draft essays is to be discouraged as they are not a good use of time. Candidates
should be encouraged to plan their response in the answer booklet rather than on separate
additional sheets.
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Question 1

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text One which does not require candidates to
use their own words.

The majority of candidates correctly identified one of the features of the Gymshark campus
within the given section. The most popular responses were: ‘It has space for 400 staff’, ‘It
occupies three buildings’ and ‘It has a vast gym’ . A few candidates wasted time copying down
too much or offered too many points which was not necessary.

Candidates must ensure they read the text and the question carefully.
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Question 2

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text One which does not require candidates to
use their own words.

Most candidates successfully identified a relevant point about Ben Francis's lifestyle,
commonly ‘he is down-to-earth’, ‘he likes Marks and Spencer ready meals', or ‘he sees his
mum and dad every weekend'. Common errors were ‘he does not embody any of the
negative traits’ or ‘he dropped out of Aston University’ which are not points about his
lifestyle.

Candidates must ensure they read the question carefully.
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Question 3

The question asks the candidate how the writer presents his ideas about Ben Francis and
Gymshark.

The majority of candidates understood the text and engaged with some of the ideas that the
writer presented.

Examiners commented that most candidates demonstrated at least some understanding of
the text and some awareness of the devices used to present ideas. They were able to select
examples of language use, make some relevant points and provide some appropriate
references but they did not always explain how these features helped the writer to achieve
his effects. Responses included the use of direct speech/quotations from Ben Francis,
statistics and reference to his achievements, his work experience and the use of questions.

More successful candidates showed a thorough understanding of linguistic features and
these candidates were able to engage with the significance of language using a variety of
examples. The best thoughtfully embedded quotations and probed the language in detail.
They focused on ‘how the writer presents his ideas’ and were able to engage with the writer’s
use of language by commenting on the writer’s techniques and how they were used for
effect. They explored devices such as: the use of figures and statistics; the use of temporal
markers; the idiom ‘by hook or by crook’; the use of tricolons. Some candidates were able to
identify the use of humour and its effect. They managed to write confidently about the
writer's methods with appropriate references to support their points.

Sometimes candidates made generic comments such as ‘this was very engaging to the
reader’ or ‘this makes the reader think’ which do not clearly explain how the writer has
achieved his effects. There was also evidence of ‘feature spotting’ where candidates identify
(correctly) particular language features but do not explain them.

Less successful candidates produced responses that were content based. These tended to
focus on ‘what’ the writer said, rather than 'how’ the writer presented his ideas about Ben
Francis and Gymshark. In some responses many quotations were used but these supported
a content-based, narrative response summarising the content rather than focusing on the
writer’s techniques. Examiners commented that some candidates listed their points as bullet
points with little explanation and sometimes no references. Some candidates used very long
quotations but offered limited explanations of their chosen examples. Some of the weakest
responses were simply summaries of the text. There were a few who merely copied out large
parts of text.

Centres need to remind candidates that this question asks how the writer achieves his/her
effects, not what he/she says.
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This is a successful response to Question 3.
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/---t Examiner Comments

Thorough understanding and exploration of language and structure is
shown. There is a good range of points selected such as positive
language, statistics and use of dialogue. The selection of references is
detailed and appropriate, fully supporting the points being made. Mark
=8, Level 4.

M4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate has made detailed points about the chosen
qguotations, exploring the language and structure and their effects on
the reader.
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This is a less successful response to Question 3.

O The weikee  begine the bt with o formal . imformoive.
hhfhgwcanrm::.hbha-hmkEmﬂvn.nms.“wl"h
Che wen W

....... A ——
© The. wiiker. bes _wsed . goukakivns b add avtheriidy
“I*k'ﬂh—wﬁ"{ﬁbMIJWEM£0ijQ%{ermJA

®Th£W?J|'£VhHMQJJﬁJ1WGlJ13Mb
5%’99&M1$¢-MM¢J%GQW§MQ iy Fitheen. .
L&f.mqmcli‘lbjllmnplmmbgbphln.hhm” .

@ﬂ't’uﬁv{[whﬁdMeJolthmf{-we.,Iwgpaatf&

Juwa’“a&slmmlwc,b&%m&l«mkﬁ\fﬂ-miau

@mwn'l'ﬂ’hMMeJYHhﬁﬂLJME%&ﬁ;’*Qnﬁﬂ
adhug b um. fhe  veadevis amind.. ahouk. Gymshovk
“thd.ql%ms\narhmwcjnm?"

11 Int GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R



@%wakvhﬂé MHJ ~PRPLY....ARUNMS... - 5:’“% tml-o Fradhov
B,J?ﬁufgmﬁmms A‘ 'l'lw Vhiver. m(a " A H Villa, h

Lideod. . about . Bew ﬂmm amd . make. the . At more
.Wﬂagma S Whe he wes 161

. T”lf Wliﬂ/’ I‘tM A | J ‘ILVI f-D‘pH Ta J{QVLE CL(«ILHE«&
‘Hnt.:m.amn&WQ&msLan‘Nthtﬁmvsdom
H\&‘mc,,\oawmyMm\ml:(ew;mwjkcmmaa.qam*"

e ] S —
. le: W!nl-w h% M%J Jﬂ#ﬁr\m:k .. MJ e

&Hmw&vmv‘f&n@w}ﬂwﬁwmm&wh
yeodane U “E\tvﬂwﬁwah\ﬂ{rlvowﬁslm&ﬁ&
B ———

Tlﬂc wiikee emded e bt phupmhvc,
noke t h‘gl«ilgu’ Ao svecess f@mﬁrwm

it cousmded gy.ui—«e.m(”

Int GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R 12



N
\( { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
The response lists techniques with supporting quotations. There is

some comment about why the writer has used these but there is little
comment on how the writer presents his ideas. Mark = 3, Level 2.

(W4 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Always remember to focus on how the writer uses language and

structure, and explain the writer's intended effects on the reader.
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Question 4

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text Two which does not require candidates to
use their own words. There were more attempts at using own words in response to this
qguestion which is not necessary.

Most candidates answered this correctly. Popular points identified were: ‘ she has enjoyed
setting goals for herself’, ‘she has enjoyed the reward of seeing people excel, ‘she has
enjoyed working on a team’ and ‘ she has enjoyed overcoming challenges and barriers’.

Candidates need to make sure they have read the question carefully.
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Question 5

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text Two which does not require candidates to
use their own words. As with Question 4, there were more attempts at using own words in
response to this question which is not necessary.

The majority of candidates answered this correctly. Common correct responses were: '
empower them’, ‘ build their confidence’, * having more women teachers in IT"and ‘ create a
more diverse and inclusive syllabus’. A common error was referring to ‘a change in working
habits and increased flexibility’ which is outside the line references.

Candidates need to make sure they have read the question carefully.
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Question 6

The question asks the candidate how Nicky Saner presents her ideas about her job and
women in technology. Most examiners commented that candidates’ responses had similar
qualities to the responses to Question 3.

Most candidates were able to identify and explain what the writer was saying and the
language used to express this although there was often a tendency to describe what the
chosen examples said rather than how the language was used for effect. They were able to
comment on the use of first person; the structure and the use of questions; the use of listing;
the inspiring and imperative final sentence.

More successful candidates were able to explore the writer’s use of language and structure
using a variety of examples. They explained how the writer presented her ideas about her job
and women in technology and how the reader might respond. They also expressed an
understanding of how language works. They commented on the use of verbs in the opening
sentence; the sentence length and the effect; the use of direct address; the reassuring tone.

Sometimes candidates made generic comments such as ‘it makes it more interesting’ or ‘this
makes the reader want to read on’ which do not clearly explain how the writer has achieved
his effects. There was also evidence of ‘feature spotting’ where candidates identify (correctly)
particular language features but do not explain them.

Less successful candidates produced responses that were content based without much focus
on the writer’s techniques. Some candidates wrote a summary of the text but did not offer
any comments on language or structure. Some candidates simply re-stated their chosen
guotations. Examiners commented that some candidates listed their points with little
explanation and often no references. A number of candidates focused on punctuation at the
expense of commenting on more obvious linguistic techniques. Some of the weakest
responses were simply summaries of the text.

As with Question 3, centres need to remind candidates that this question asks how the writer
achieves his/her effects, not what he/she says.
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This is a very successful response to Question 6.
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Examiner Comments

Perceptive understanding and analysis of language is demonstrated
throughout. A range of language and structural features are explored,
including sentence structure, inclusive language, listing and the
informal tone. The selection of references is discriminating and these
are successfully embedded in the response to clarify the points being
made. Mark = 10, Level 5.
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| Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate has focused on and analysed individual words
and phrases to show how the writer presents her ideas.
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Question 7

This question requires candidates to compare how the writers present their ideas and
perspectives. Examiners commented that the majority of candidates were able to identify
and discuss basic comparisons at a minimum, and some produced well-thought-out
comparisons of the extracts.

Most candidates were able to discuss some comparisons between the texts. They
commented on: Text 1 is in the third person whereas Text 2 is a first person account; Text 1 is
the story of a single man whereas Text 2 is about women and technology; the use of sub-
headings in Text 2 and the use of positive and negative language in the texts; both texts
describe their influences and use anecdotes from their life.

More successful candidates developed a balanced approach in comparing the texts. They
developed a wide range of comparisons and explored the writers’ ideas and perspectives.
They were able to analyse the differences and compare the language as well as the content.
They supported their points with apt references. These responses identified the optimistic
and enthusiastic attitude of Text 1 and realised that this text was an informative article and
compared it with the reassuring and advisory tone of Text 2. They commented that Text 1
highlights the rise of a successful businessman and Text 2 focuses on persuading more
women to work in IT. Some compared language features successfully, eg that the language in
Text 1 was less high-powered and more relaxed in tone which suited the more relaxed
approach of Ben Francis compared with the more forceful language used in Text 2 and how
these language features helped the writers present their ideas. However it was noted that
some candidates only made comparisons of the features of the texts instead of exploring the
ideas and perspectives, which limited their achievement.

Some candidates wrote about each text separately with a comparative section at the end.
More successful responses made points of comparison linking the passages throughout.
There were some candidates who offered a number of reasonable comparisons but did not
provide any kind of support or references to the texts. Some responses followed the pattern
of the indicative content in the mark scheme - this is not a successful way to respond as the
indicative content is not an exemplar response.

Less successful candidates often compared the content. Some candidates wrote paragraphs
which summarised the content of the two extracts but did not compare them. Weaker
candidates sometimes wrote about one text and then added some undeveloped points
about the other text at the end. The least successful candidates wrote very little.

Centres will need to continue to work with candidates to make sure they have a clear
understanding of valid ways of responding to texts in Section A. This should include how to
analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve their effects and how to write
comparative responses.
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This is a response to Question 7.
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N { ResultsPlus
/---.. Examiner Comments

The response offers a range of comparisons with explanation of the
writers' ideas and perspectives. The references are appropriate and
relevant to the points made. Mark = 8, Level 3.

T\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

To achieve a higher mark, the response would need to have a wider
range of comparisons and to develop the points about the ideas and
perspectives.
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This is a less successful response to Question 7.
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Examiner Comments

The response provides a list of differences and similarities providing
quite a lot of obvious comparisons. References are provided for the
similarities but these are not developed. Mark = 6, Level 2.

(T ResultsPlus

\_/ Examiner Tip

This could be improved by giving examples from the texts to support
all the comparisons and also by developing the comparative
comments.
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Question 8

AO1

Examiners commented that many candidates relied too heavily on the texts to the extent
that the two individuals in the texts became the sole focus of their responses and some of
the same vocabulary from the texts was used.

Most candidates referred to the three bullet points and managed to cover a reasonable
number of points although examiners commented that bullet point 1 (the challenges they
faced) was sometimes undeveloped. References were made to family members as well as
well-known individuals such as Elon Musk, Mark Zuckerberg and footballers, eg Cristiano
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi. These individuals were perceived as determined, obstinate,
passionate, and persistent. The challenges they had faced were outlined including poverty,
rejection, failure and, in the case of sportspeople, being told you were physically unlikely to
be successful. Influences were often identified as support from family and friends and being
able to overcome obstacles. Advice focused on working hard and never giving up. A few
candidates spoke of having the right mindset, being passionate and confident and refusing to
compromise.

The more successful candidates used a systematic approach and fully developed the ideas
from the texts. They offered a good number of relevant points, made well-focused comments
about how successful people can be an inspiration and dealt with the three bullet points in
some detail, incorporating ideas from both texts and skilfully incorporating their own
examples.

Less successful responses only referred to one or two of the given bullet points, most
commonly missing out the first one (the challenges they faced), although some missed out
the third bullet point (advice on how to be successful). The least successful candidates
directly lifted much material from the source texts.

AO4

Examiners commented that most candidates understood the requirement of the task and
were able to use the appropriate register and tone for a talk to their peers and there was
clear evidence of an understanding of the purpose, audience and format required. These
responses often started with greetings and an introduction to the speaker before the three
bullet points were tackled. In most cases the text was convincing. It sounded like a talk to
peers and the writer was able to engage with their audience.
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More successful candidates wrote persuasively and assertively, always aware of their
audience. They used a range of rhetorical techniques confidently, demonstrating a secure
sense of purpose and engaging the intended audience. Some resembled motivational
speeches. They were full of practical comments, anecdotes and occasionally there was
humour. They included language devices, short sentences, a personal voice, statistics and
qguotes from experts, hyperbole and use of ellipsis. These responses were lively and

engaging.

Less successful responses were not able to adapt the texts for audience and purpose and
often had problems sustaining the required register throughout their response. There were
some quite brief responses.

AO5

Most candidates were able to develop and express information and ideas in a suitable way
with the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features. They were able to write with
clarity and spell a range of vocabulary correctly and were able to use punctuation with some
control.

More successful responses had full control of spelling, punctuation and grammar. These
candidates were able to use a wide range of structural devices together with accurate
spelling of a wide vocabulary and correctly use a wide range of punctuation.

Less successful responses were often repetitive with their word choices and sentence
structures and had many errors. They had poor language controls and weak paragraphing.

There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuation but examiners
commented on candidates who had problems with grammar and expression such as
problems with tenses and sentence structure including missing words. Examiners
commented that punctuation and vocabulary choices sometimes lacked variety.

Common errors were: missing out definite and indefinite articles; comma splicing; lack of
capital letters, especially for the personal pronoun ‘I'and sometimes at the start of
sentences; grammatical errors such as incorrect subject/verb agreement.

Centres should continue to work to ensure candidates have a clear idea of how to adapt
ideas from texts and how to write appropriately for different audiences and purposes. They
should also be able to write with accurate grammar, spelling and punctuation.
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This is a successful response to Question 8.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

AO1: There is a wide range of relevant points with some well-focused
comments on information and ideas. Mark =9, Level 5.

AO4: The response is effective and communicates successfully with a
secure realisation of audience and purpose. Mark = 10, Level 4.

AOS5: There is varied punctuation and vocabulary with accurate use of
structural devices. There is some manipulation of complex ideas, but
greater control is needed in places. Mark = 7, Level 4.
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4\ ResultsPlus
\\ Examiner Tip
Note how the candidate has covered all the bullet points in detail and

has successfully maintained an effective use of form, tone and register
throughout the response.
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This is a less successful response to Question 8.
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~ / ResultsPlus
/'-—-'. Examiner Comments

AO1

Some relevant points are made with a valid appreciation of
information and ideas. The response covers all three bullet points
although the coverage of the third bullet point is thin. Mark = 4, Level
2.

AO4

The response communicates mostly clearly. There is a clear sense of
purpose and audience and an appropriate use of form, tone and
register. Mark = 5, Level 3.

AO5

The response expresses and orders information and ideas. There is
mostly correct spelling and control of punctuation. There are errors.
Mark = 4, Level 2.

5\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Remember to cover all 3 bullet points equally. This response could
have been improved by having a wider range of ideas used from the
two texts and using a stronger register.
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Question 9

AO4

Many candidates agreed with the statement ‘'You do not need to earn a lot of money to be
successful’ although examiners noted some candidates disagreed. Examples of being
successful included passing an examination, losing weight or achieving small but important
goals you had set yourself. Many teachers were used as examples of people who were
successful and inspirational but not necessarily rich. Some thought money was desirable to
provide opportunities and luxurious material possessions but others said that illness and
diseases could strike anybody and you could not take your money to the grave. Many
thought happiness was important and that was often bound up with success and a person’s
sense of fulfilment.

Most candidates were able to communicate their ideas successfully and understood the
nature of discursive writing. Ideas were usually well sign posted and the reader was
appropriately addressed, with a range of ideas on whether money and success were linked.
Responses sometimes lacked total clarity and confidence and on occasions became a little
narrow and repetitive.

More successful candidates structured their responses coherently with well-formed
arguments that fully supported their views. They were able to write in depth and breadth.
They used a range of techniques successfully to add interest and variety to their writing.
Their tone, form and purpose were convincing and persuasive. They were able to make the
pertinent point that success must be judged by a range of factors, money being one of them.

Weaker candidates offered points that were quite predictable and found it difficult to sustain
an argument, often leading to repetition. Weaker candidates often presented muddled ideas
or were very brief. A small number of candidates wrote a narrative rather than a discursive
response.

Centres need to ensure that candidates who choose this option are well prepared in
argumentative, discursive and rhetorical techniques and are able to develop their ideas
effectively.

AO5
The comments for AO5 are the same across all three options.

Most candidates were able to develop and express information and ideas in suitable ways
with the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features. They used a range of
correctly spelt vocabulary and were able to punctuate with some control.
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More successful responses had full control of spelling, punctuation and grammar. These
candidates were able to use a wide range of structural devices together with accurate
spelling of a wide vocabulary and correctly use a wide range of punctuation.

Less successful responses were often repetitive with their word choices and sentence
structures and had many errors. They had poor language controls and weak paragraphing.

There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuation but examiners
commented on candidates who had problems with grammar and expression such as
problems with tenses and sentence structure including missing words. Examiners
commented that punctuation and vocabulary choices sometimes lacked variety.

Common errors commented on by examiners were: comma splicing, problems with
homophones, missing or misused apostrophes, not capitalising ‘I for the personal pronoun,
missing capital letters at the beginning of sentences, and grammatical errors.

Centres need to focus on developing accurate and effective grammatical structuring and
idiomatic English to enable candidates to express themselves clearly and access the higher
mark bands.

This is a response to Question 9.
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N / ResultsPlus
/'-—-.". Examiner Comments

AO4

This communicates clearly throughout, mostly with a clear sense of
purpose and is focused on the intended reader. It supports points
made with references to research and the use of statistics. It has a
quite lively, appropriate tone and register throughout. Mark = 11, Level
3.

AO5

This uses varied, correctly spelt vocabulary with mostly accurate
punctuation, with some range of sentence structures. Paragraphs are
used correctly. There are some errors such as a few examples of
comma splicing and the odd missing word. Mark = 6, Level 3.

ResultsPlus
o\

Examiner Tip
Think about how more development of ideas and proofreading might
have improved this response.
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Question 10

This was the most popular choice.
AO4

Some examiners commented positively on the quality of some of the responses to the title ’
The Day Everything Changed’ . There were some effective narratives with engaging plots.

Different interpretations of the title were plentiful. These included getting their exam results,
the end of a relationship, the death of a parent, the birth of a sibling or a disaster in their
community. Others wrote about medical diagnosis, plane crashes, accidents and robberies.
Sometimes they involved too much direct speech without the necessary speech marks and
the plot stumbled or became very far-fetched rather than being properly executed. Some
wrote about rather far-fetched happenings in bizarre settings such as motiveless kidnappings
and killings for no apparent reason. Examiners did comment on a number of unnecessarily
gruesome, violent and gory stories. These unpleasant plots sometimes struggled to maintain
focus on the title.

Most candidates were able to write a narrative with some sense of plot. Some candidates
organised their narrative so that the ‘The Day Everything Changed’ appeared at the end. They
were able to narrate successfully and the narratives were full of pace and conflict and were
often fast moving. Their tone was appropriate and characters were developed.

More successful candidates planned their ideas well, focused on developing characters as
well as plot, selecting details to create pace and sometimes tension. These narratives did not
try to cover too much plot detail as there is simply not enough time to do these plot
developments justice in an examination. They often chose topics that were within their
experience and so more credible.

There were some narratives which were rather long-winded and convoluted where
candidates had developed over-ambitious plots. In some responses the link to the task was
only revealed at the end. This was successful for some but others would add it on at the end
of the story without a link to the narrative they had constructed.

Less successful candidates lacked development of ideas or the ability to maintain a narrative.
They often gave a lengthy narration, with repetitive and unfocused plot ideas. They struggled
at times with clarity, with muddled storylines and weak endings. Some candidates wrote
responses that showed evidence of prepared essays or used plots from films, computer
games or novels.

Centres need to ensure candidates have a secure understanding of narrative techniques and
the ability to develop a coherent and cohesive personal response.

AO5
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Most candidates were able to develop and express information and ideas in a suitable way
with the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features. They used a range of
correctly spelt vocabulary and were able to punctuate with some control. Examiners did
comment that the range of punctuation used was quite limited.

Better responses had full control of spelling, punctuation and grammar. Better candidates
were able to use a wide range of structural devices together with accurate spelling of a wide
vocabulary and correctly use a wide range of punctuation.

Less successful candidates tended to use fairly basic vocabulary and often used fairly simple
sentence structures throughout their responses. Weaker candidates had poor language
controls and weak paragraphing.

There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuation but most
examiners commented on candidates who had problems with grammar and expression.
There were problems with tenses and sentence structure including missing words. Some
examiners noted that the lack of paragraphing was an issue for some candidates. These
problems limited the effectiveness of the communication.

Common errors commented on by examiners were: missing basic sentence punctuation;
comma splicing; problems with homophones; misspelling of basic vocabulary; missing or
misused apostrophes; not capitalising ‘I for the personal pronoun; missing capital letters at
the beginning of sentences and grammatical errors such as problems with sentence
structures, subject-verb agreement and verb tenses.

Centres need to focus on developing accurate and effective grammatical structuring to
enable candidates to express themselves clearly and access the higher mark bands.

This is a very successful response to Question 10.
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4 / ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

AO4

This is an engaging, perceptive and well-crafted response. The
candidate is in control of structure and tone throughout and handles
part of the narrative from a young child’s viewpoint with sensitivity and
credibility. Well-chosen details build convincing characters, and the
narrative is framed effectively with clear reference to the task title and
the time frames. The overall effect is subtle, moving and convincing.
Mark = 20, Level 5.

AO5

The candidate uses a range of structural devices to sustain interest
throughout, shifting effectively between past and present and between
dialogue and reflection. A range of punctuation is used to create varied
sentence structures for specific effect. Vocabulary is precise and
varied. The rare slips in spelling and punctuation do not detract from
the overall effect. Mark = 10, Level 5.

\ Examiner Tip
Note the imaginative interpretation of the title that is always fully
focused. The opening paragraph immediately grabs the reader's

attention. Note the wide variety of sentence structures used.
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Question 11

AO4

Candidates produced some effective responses that were focused on the task of describing
their role model. However examiners noted that some candidates wrote narrative responses

The choice of role models included family members (parents and grandparents were the
most common), celebrities and sports people. They admired the attitude, commitment,
devotion, selfless behaviour and undiluted love, affection and loyalty of their chosen role
model. There were accounts of how, why and when these qualities were in evidence. They
looked up to the role model and they admired and respected the person chosen but often
felt inadequate themselves in comparison.

Most candidates were able to give a range of descriptions based on their role model and how
they have made an impression on them. They offered some detailed description of both the
person and the qualities they exhibited.

More successful responses were able to give a perceptive insight into their chosen role
model. Their tone was convincing with a clear focus and avoidance of repetition. Their writing
was often based on real experience and the candidates were able to detail their connection
with the individual concerned.

Less successful candidates tended to produce responses that were pedestrian, used a limited
range of vocabulary and lacked detail. They had a tendency to focus on one or two specific
events featuring the role model and were more concerned with the event than the person.
Some responses were entirely narrative losing the descriptive focus of the task. A few did not
engage with what a role model is other than using information provided in the texts with
references to it.

Centres need to ensure candidates are aware of the techniques they can use in descriptive
writing and also ensure candidates develop a varied vocabulary which they can use
appropriately.

AO5

Most candidates were able to develop and express information and ideas in a suitable way
with the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features. They used a range of
correctly spelt vocabulary and were able to punctuate with some control. Examiners did
comment that the range of punctuation used was quite limited.

Successful responses had full control of spelling, punctuation and grammar. They were able
to use a wide range of structural devices together with accurate spelling of a wide vocabulary
and correctly use a wide range of punctuation.
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Less successful candidates tended to use fairly basic vocabulary and often used fairly simple
sentence structures throughout their responses. These candidates had poor language
controls and weak paragraphing.

There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuation but most
examiners commented on candidates who had problems with grammar and expression.
There were problems with tenses and sentence structures. These problems limited the
effectiveness of the communication.

Common errors commented on by examiners were: missing basic sentence punctuation;
comma splicing; missing or misused apostrophes; not capitalising ‘I' for the personal
pronoun; missing capital letters at the beginning of sentences and grammatical errors such
as problems with sentence structures, subject-verb agreement and verb tenses.

Centres need to focus on developing accurate and effective grammatical structuring to
enable candidates to express themselves clearly and access the higher mark bands.
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This is a successful response to Question 11.
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

AO4

A descriptive, individual response about Walt Disney, which
communicates successfully. There is a secure realisation of purpose
and at times this is perceptive and subtle.

There is effective use of form, tone and register, which on occasion is
sophisticated, which tips this into Level 5. Mark = 17, Level 5.

AO5

The response manages complex ideas cohesively with an extensive,
accurate vocabulary and precise punctuation. There are a small
number of errors, which do not impede meaning. Mark =9, Level 5.

Int GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R 56



AT
P

z"'-“_.-" ._.' I-_.-

(T ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Note how the writer maintains the secure focus on description
throughout the response.
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Paper Summary

Most successful candidates:

e read the texts with insight and engagement

e were able to explore language and structure and show how these are used by writers to
achieve effects in response to Questions 3 and 6

e were able to select a wide range of comparisons and explore the writers' ideas and
perspectives in response to Question 7

e were able to select and adapt relevant information for Question 8

e wrote clearly with a good sense of audience and purpose in an appropriate register in
response to Question 8

e engaged the reader with creative writing that was clearly expressed, well developed and
controlled (Questions 9, 10 and 11)

e used ambitious vocabulary

e wrote with accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Least successful candidates:

¢ did not engage fully with the texts

e were not able to identify language and structure or made little comment on how these are
used by writers to achieve effects in response to Questions 3 and 6

e were not able to compare the texts or offered very limited comparisons in response to
Question 7

e sometimes narrated or copied the texts in response to Questions 3, 6 and 7

e were not able to select and adapt relevant information for Question 8

e sometimes copied from the original texts in response to Question 8

e did not write in an appropriate register in response to Question 8

e were not able to sustain and develop ideas clearly in response to Section C (Questions 9,
10and 11)

¢ did not demonstrate accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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