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Introduction

This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work, together with tips and
comments, for Paper 2R of the International GCSE Specification A in English Language.

The paper comprises three components: Unit 1: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing — 60%
(examination); Unit 2: Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing — 40% (this
examination) OR Unit 3: Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing — 40% (non-
examination assessment). Candidates may also be entered for the optional Spoken Language
Endorsement (non-examination assessment). Unit 2 for Poetry and Prose Texts and
Imaginative Writing is assessed through an examination lasting one hour and thirty minutes.
The total number of marks available is 60. The reading and writing sections on this paper are
loosely linked by the theme of the text from the Anthology, which appears on the
examination paper.

This focus of this component is:

Section A - Poetry and Prose Texts: study and analyse selections from a range of fictional
poetry and prose texts.

Candidates should study the poetry and prose provided in Part 2 of the Pearson Edexcel
International GCSE English Anthology in preparation for responding to a given extract in the
examination.

The specification identifies that candidates:

‘should be able to read substantial pieces of writing (extended texts) that make significant
demands on them in terms of content, structure and the quality of language. Throughout the
qualification, candidates should develop the skills of inference and analysis.’

Candidates are advised to allocate 45 minutes to Section A, and there will be one essay
question on a poetry or prose text from Part 2 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE
English Anthology, which will be made available in a booklet in the examination if it is a longer
extract or will be in the Question Paper in the case of a poem.

Candidates will answer the question in this section and 30 marks are available. There are
three bullet points to prompt the response and the third bullet always asks candidates to
consider language and structure.

3 Int GCSE English Language 4EA1 02R



Section B - Imaginative Writing: explore and develop imaginative writing skills.

Candidates are advised to allocate 45 minutes to Section B. There are three writing tasks, to
some extent linked by theme to the reading extract. Candidates choose one question to
respond to and the response is worth 30 marks. The format of the tasks remains the same
for each series — Question 1 follows the format ‘Write about a time when you, or someone
you know...", Question 2 follows the format ‘Write a story with the title...” and Question 3
offers two images as a prompt for a response that is always ‘Write a story that begins..." or
‘Write a story that ends...".

The Assessment Objectives for this paper are:
Section A: Reading
AO1:

e read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and interpreting information, ideas and
perspectives

AO2:

e understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their
effects.

Section B: Writing
AO4:

e communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting form, tone and register of writing for
specific purposes and audiences

AO5:

e write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, with appropriate
paragraphing and accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation.

It was clear that candidates were all able to respond to the poem from the Anthology in the
examination, and that most had studied it before. Many candidates had been taught the
context of, and background to, the poem.

Throughout the paper, overall candidates had been prepared well and all had, at different
levels, developed the skills required to answer the questions.
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It was also clear that candidates used what they had studied in their reading to feed into
their imaginative writing, which inspired them. As the specification identifies, the main aims
for candidates in this paper are to:

e read critically and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their
own writing

o write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately

e use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately

e acquire and apply a wide vocabulary alongside knowledge and understanding of
grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken
language

Candidates had, pleasingly, been given the opportunity to practise their writing techniques
and planning and proofreading skills.

The responses of candidates had some positive features.
Examiners were impressed by:

¢ evidence that many candidates had understood the content of, and ideas in, the poem

¢ the successful use of the bullet points within the question

¢ the references to context in response to the poem

¢ therange of vocabulary for AO5

e writing that showed creative ideas and suitable tone, style and register for audience and
purpose

Less successful responses:

e demonstrated a lack of awareness of the range of ideas in the poem

¢ did not reference the question, with candidates simply writing all they knew about the
poem

o followed a rigid structure, with a stanza-by-stanza approach

e had aninsecure grasp of language and structure with a lack of understanding of how
language and structure were used, feature-spotting or confusion of terms

¢ had limited comment on language and structure and relied heavily on description of ideas
or events for Question 1

e did not support points using appropriate textual evidence

¢ lacked organisation of writing

¢ lacked accurate spelling and secure control of punctuation and grammar

It was clear that candidates had been able to understand the ideas in the poem and could
comment on language and structural features. Their imaginative writing was often engaging,
enthusiastic and had a clear sense of purpose and audience in the voice and ideas used.
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As Principal Examiner for this paper and Chief Examiner for the specification, it was a
privilege to read such accomplished work and to see the engagement, interest and significant
hard work in the responses candidates had completed.
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Question 1

The majority of candidates appeared to be able to engage with the poem and focus their
discussion on the presentation of overcoming difficulties. There was a good variety of
responses across all levels, and regardless of level, the majority of responses largely followed
the requirement of the mark scheme.

AO1

AO1 requires candidates to read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and interpreting
information, ideas and perspectives.The level of understanding of the text from the
Anthology is assessed in the first bullet point, and the selection and interpretation of
information, ideas and perspectives in the text in the second bullet point.

The poem is always popular, providing a great deal of stimulating material; this was generally
understood and almost all candidates were able to develop an appropriate response. Many
responses were extremely lengthy and detailed, using technical information and quotations
to support their points.

Candidates seemed to be familiar with the poem and responses tended to provide similar
material, although there was considerable variation in the way the material was presented
and in the level of understanding shown.

Most candidates kept a focus on the question, rather than just repeating what they knew.
They appeared to take note of the bullet points in the question, which provided a guide and
framework for their responses. Overall, apt selection of ideas with supplementary evidence
was provided and there was very little misunderstanding shown.

Many responses went straight to discrimination through race and gender, as the difficulty the
poem considered. In terms of race, responses looked at the history of slavery, including the
'bitter, twisted lies'/the 'huts of history's shame’, the treatment of slaves and how they were
expected to behave, with 'bowed heads', 'lowered eyes' and opposed this against the poet's
challenge to the white oppressors, through her rhetorical questions and repeated refrain 'l
rise'.

Candidates explored the power dynamics between the poet and the oppressors, showing
how the self-empowerment of the former overcame the latter.

Gender discrimination was also considered and was often explored thoroughly. Here,
candidates focussed on 'sassiness’, 'sexiness', 'haughtiness' used in the rhetorical questions
to anger the oppressors. The use of 'oil wells' and 'gold mines' was taken to mean the wealth
the poet had from her attitude and background the 'gift' from her people. Some candidates
avoided the 'diamonds at the meeting of my thighs' but others gave a full interpretation of
the idea as showing her pride in her femininity, for example.
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Many responses stressed the difficulty of being both black and female; this difficulty was
opposed by the poet's growing self-confidence and her increasing recognition of her own
self-worth and value. Here, candidates used the forces of nature, 'moons', 'suns', 'tides' and
the 'black ocean'.

The least successful responses for AO1 tended only to repeat what was being said in the
poem. They showed some understanding of some parts of the poem, but the understanding
was uneven. There was often limited selection and interpretation of information and ideas:
for example, where candidates did not move past the idea of being trod in the dirt

AO2

AO2 requires candidates to demonstrate that they understand and analyse how writers use
linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects. There needs to be understanding of
the language and structure used in the text, and the level of skill is also a discriminator.
Explain is a mid-level skill, comment a lower level skill and explore/analyse higher-level skills,
which gives candidates opportunities to achieve across the range.

In terms of structure, there were some interesting comments on the way the structure of the
poem changes to reflect the poet's increasing confidence and freedom, as well as an
unwillingness to accept the forms imposed by society, and, by extension, the oppressors.

A number of responses compared the shape of the poem to a protest banner, of the sort
that would be raised at protest rallies, with the final lines representing the flagpole and the
main body the flag.

Candidates offered considerable information about the techniques in the lines used,
although this was not linked to the ideas of the poem as well as the material outlined
previously; it seemed only to be showing what they knew of the techniques rather than using
them to explore the ideas.

Candidates identified that the oppressors causing the poet's difficulties are not mentioned in
the final two stanzas, demonstrating their lack of importance to the narrator. The focus is on
the power of the poet to overcome the slights and slurs of the others, providing an uplifting
and optimistic end to the text.
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1 How does the writer try to present overcoming difficulties in Still | Rise?
In your answer, you should write about:

« how difficulties are presented
« how the writer shows the ways that difficulties can be overcome
« the use of language and structure.

You should support your answer with close reference to the poem, including
brief quotations.
(30)
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< Examiner Comments
AO2 requires candidates to demonstrate that they understand and
analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve
their effects. There needs to be understanding of the language and
structure used in the text, and the level of skill is also a discriminator.
Explain is a mid-level skill, comment a lower level skill and
explore/analyse higher-level skills, which gives candidates
opportunities to achieve across the range.

In terms of structure, there were some interesting comments on the
way the structure of the poem changes to reflect the poet's increasing
confidence and freedom, as well as an unwillingness to accept the
forms imposed by society, and, by extension, the oppressors.

A number of responses compared the shape of the poem to a protest
banner, of the sort that would be raised at protest rallies, with the final
lines representing the flagpole and the main body the flag.

Candidates offered considerable information about the techniques in
the lines used, although this was not linked to the ideas of the poem as
well as the material outlined previously; it seemed only to be showing
what they knew of the techniques rather than using them to explore
the ideas.

Candidates identified that the oppressors causing the poet's difficulties
are not mentioned in the final two stanzas, demonstrating their lack of
importance to the narrator. The focus is on the power of the poet to
overcome the slights and slurs of the others, providing an uplifting and
optimistic end to the text.
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1 How does the writer try to present overcoming difficulties in Still I Rise?

In your answer, you should write about:
- how difficulties are presented ) (ot

+  how the writer shows the ways that difficulties can be overcome
« the use of language and structure.

You should support your answer with close reference to the poem, including

brief quotations.
(30)
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/--.'. Examiner Comments

This looks to be a short response, however, the handwriting is small
and there is more there than it seems just looking at the written page.

There is some sound understanding of the poem (Level 2/3), with a
clear focus on the question on the first page (Level 3).

The answer offers sound explanation of ideas and techniques (Level 3).
The development of ideas is less convincing on the second page.

Overall, there is some clear understanding of language and structure
(Level 2/3), with explanation offered.

The ideas are supported by appropriate references (Level 3).

Overall, 'best-fit' is at the lower end of Level 3 for both assessment
objectives.
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1 How does thie writer try to present overcoming difficulties in Still / Rise?
In your answer, you should write about:

« how difficulties are presented
+ how the writer shows the ways that difficulties can be overcome
« the use of language and structure,

You should support your answer with dose reference to the poem Including
‘brief quotations.
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/---_ Examiner Comments

There is sound understanding of the poem illustrated. The selection
and interpretation of information and ideas is appropriate and
relevant to the points being made.

For AO2, language and structure are explained throughout. A number
of devices, such as rhetorical questions, anaphora, juxtaposition,
punctuation, similes, metaphors, for example, are included, but none
of them move into exploration.

The selection of references is appropriate and relevant to the points
being made.

All of Level 3 is met for AO2, but there is not enough evidence of
exploration to move into Level 4. There are some 'glimmers' that it
could have reached Level 4 with more development but the response
stops just short of moving into 'explore’.
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1 How does the writer try to present overcoming difficulties in Still | Rise?
In your answer, you should write about:

+ how difficulties are presented
« how the writer shows the ways that difficulties can be overcome
« the use of language and structure,

You should support your answer with close reference to the poem, including
brief quotations.
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This response does definitely show sound understanding of the poem.
This understanding is quite sustained throughout, although some
references to context that sit 'outside' of the poem take the focus away
from the text itself.

The selection of information is quite detailed (Level 3/4) and is relevant
to the points being made (Level 3).

For AO2, the candidate definitely explains how language and structure
are used throughout, and in some places explores, for example, the
use of similes and the shift in tone that comes with structural changes.

The references are appropriate and support the points being made,
and there is some detail in places.

The range of points places this towards the top of Level 4 for both
assessment objectives.
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1 How does the writer try to present overcoming difficulties in Still | Rise?
In your answer, you should write about:

« how difficulties are presented
« how the writer shows the ways that difficulties can be overcome
« the use of language and structure.

You should support your answer with close reference to the poem, including
brief quotations,
(30)
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/--.'. Examiner Comments

There is a clear focus on the question and a sustained understanding
of the poem throughout.

The selection of material supports the points being made. There is
thorough understanding and exploration of both language and
structure, to demonstrate the ways racism against black people can be
overcome.

The choice of valid references is detailed, with embedded quotations
used to emphasise the points being made.

Level 4 mark scheme descriptors are met in the main.
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1 How does the writer try to present overcoming difficulties in Still | Rise?.
In your answer, you should write about:

+ how difficulties are presented
+ how the writer shows the ways that difficulties can be overcome
= the use of language and structure,

You should support your answer with close reference to the poem, including
brief quotations.

(30)
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Examiner Comments
This response demonstrates perceptive understanding of the poem
and selects the textual references precisely to suit the given question
how the writer presents overcoming difficulties.

The response manages to cover a real breadth of the poem as well as
looking at specific parts in depth.

It begins dynamically with a clear overview of meaning before moving
on to the form and structure of the poem.

One real strength of this response is the way in which the candidate is
constantly making reference to the question and tailoring their
response to what has been asked.

There is detailed and sustained understanding of both the poem and
the poet, a 'writer at work', who has made deliberate choices for
impact and to manipulate the reader.

Aptly selected textual evidence of both language and structure is
analysed and integrated, developing and breaking down each idea.

The candidate is persuasive and is able to justify the judgements they
make about the text with discriminating references.

The AO2 comments about her 'sassiness' are very perceptive, as are
the comments on the semantic field of pain and oppression.

Full marks for both assessment objectives is well-deserved.
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Question 2

This question was the least-answered of the three. In many instances, the writing felt as if it
was based on factual information and there was an excitement and determination conveyed
about having an ambition and trying to fulfil it.

The title triggered a sense of realism, of time for self-reflection and there were often
moments of self-reflection and sometimes humour. The responses were in both first and
third person. Candidates began by explaining the ambition, then trying to achieve it, with
obstacles and failures along the way.

Successful responses were able to explore the emotions and thoughts of the narrator.
Successful responses also made good use of tension: as to whether or not they would be
successful in their ambition was doubtful right to the end.

The ambitions themselves tended to be career or study-related. Some were linked to hobbies
and interests. The interest came from partaking in what was often an uneven journey. Some
of the ambitions were more typical, like becoming a professional footballer, but others were
more unusual, like completing a marathon when the participant had only a short time to live.

Some candidates used what they wanted to be, for example an artist/fashion
designer/musician/actor as opposed to what their family, specifically parents, had in mind
and the conflict was often explored sensitively. There was a number of answers that used the
idea of climbing a mountain (inspired by a past paper), either literally or metaphorically, until
the ambition represented by the mountain was reached, for example ‘until one day | reach
the peak!

Some responses seemed to have difficulty with how to introduce dialogue into the stories,
often missing punctuation or not demonstrating accurately that they had transitioned from
description into speech. The most successful responses used accurate sentence
demarcation, clearly separated description from speech and built tension throughout their
story. Often they left the achievement until the end, then allowed some time afterwards to
describe the aftermath of the person achieving their ambition.

Overall, examiners felt that many of the responses lacked enough detail to reach the higher
sections of the mark scheme, however, they did all achieve the purpose of writing a story
focusing on achieving an ambition.

Less successful responses often went for a straightforward concept of an ambition: achieving
academic or sporting ambitions of grades or winning competitions. The chronological
approach in this question meant that the structure was generally sound.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross X.
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Examiner Comments

AO4
This response shows full achievement of Level 2 for AO4.
The communication is broadly appropriate but is a little repetitive.

There is some sense of the purpose, and of the requirements of the
intended reader. It sets the scene and tries to include descriptive
touches.

There is straightforward use of form, tone and register with a series of
statements about what happened next. There is some confusion over
timings, which detract from the overall clarity of the response.

AQOS5

For AOS it is necessary to apply ‘best-fit". The candidate expresses
information and ideas (Level 1).

There is some attempt to order them, but this is not very successful.
Paragraphs and some structural and grammatical features are used,
for example repetition of sentence structures.

For the second bullet point in the mark scheme, there is some varied
vocabulary spelt correctly, for example musician, vivid, instrument,
familiar, rhyme . This meets Level 3.

For the third bullet point, however, there is basic control of
punctuation (Level 1), because there are issues with articles, tenses
and control.

This mix of achievement for the bullet points places the response just
into Level 2.

Level 2
AO4: 7 marks
AO5: 3 marks

Total: 10 marks
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/--.‘; Examiner Comments

AO4

The response shows generally clear communication, with an equally
clear sense of purpose and an awareness of audience. There is some
repetition.

Form, tone and register are straightforward and mainly appropriate.
AO5

The response attempts to use a varied vocabulary, but there are many
errors throughout.

The punctuation is not ambitious and there are problems with the use
of capital letters and with comma splicing.

AO4: 10 marks
AOS5: 15 marks

Total: 25 marks
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Question 3

This question was the most popular of the three this series.

This question provided perhaps the most original material, covering everything from the
breakdown of a relationship, to appearing on a game show to win a large sum of money.

There were also physical challenges which focused on training before an event and the
determination involved during the challenge itself.

Another common focus was performing in front of an audience and not being a victim of
stage fright.

There were moments of envy, jealousy and intense competition with others. The challenge
was sometimes self-imposed but often it presented itself through social media or even
through the post, possibly inspired by Image 1 (although images are always linked to Q04,
candidates are able to use the images for any or none of the questions).

It was also one where the challenge led to some totally unrealistic ideas, like rescuing a ‘dear
friend who was in the body of a see-through lion’ or pursuing a gigantic grey mouse, later a
rat, which jumped out of a letter that was found, or going into a tunnel to bring out a
phoenix. Some challenges were inspired by television shows or films.

The less successful responses were the ones that relied on using a game or a popular series.
Whilst there is nothing fundamentally wrong with using ideas as stimulus, these answers
tended to be less successful with a heavy reliance on simple plotline. Perhaps candidates
should be guided that when they are going to use a known storyline, to ensure that a level of
individuality needs to be considered.

There were some more realistic challenges, like facing the challenge of being ‘socially
awkward’ and ‘Love is a challenge we all must face’. Aimost inevitably, there were a number
of challenges that involved exploring a haunted house. Here, the description of the
surroundings was often effective, as with a ‘scent of darkness and whispered secrets'.
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L Examiner Comments

AO4

This response communicates successfully in the main, using a single
event and exploring that in depth.

The candidate manipulates the pace of the narrative and crafts the
piece carefully, using a range of devices.

The sense of purpose is secure and there is the sense of trying to build
tension for the reader.

The use of form, tone and register is mostly effective.
AO5

The candidate manages information and ideas and attempts to use
structural and grammatical features cohesively and deliberately, in
order to show his emotions in relation to his current and previous
failures on this bike.

There is use of a wide, selective vocabulary and some ambition here,
although there are occasional spelling errors.

A range of punctuation is used for clarity, but not always with control.

There is an attempt to manage sentence structures for deliberate
effect; the most successful of these are the one-sentence paragraphs
and the short sentences that are used for impact.

Reading this response more than once will help see the range of
devices used by the candidate.

AO4: 14 marks
AO5: 9 marks

Total: 23 marks
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Examiner Comments

AO4

This response communicates successfully and there is a real sense of
the candidate trying to communicate effectively and trying to be subtle
in their ideas.

The sense of audience is secure: there is the sense of trying to build
tension for the reader.

The purpose could be more sharply focused on the idea of ‘The
Challenge’ in order to move into Level 5.

There must be a link to the title in order to meet the purpose fully.
There is effective use of form, tone and register.
AO5

The candidate manages information and ideas and uses structural and
grammatical features cohesively and deliberately in order to show the
different feelings the narrator is having.

There is use of a wide, selective vocabulary with rare spelling errors.
Punctuation is used for clarity and there is an attempt to use a range.

There is an attempt to manage sentence structures for deliberate
effect, although not always done in a way that would merit Level 5.

All of the bullet points in Level 4 are met overall.
Level 4
AO4: 15 marks

AO5: 10 marks

Total: 25 marks
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Question 4

Candidates won all sorts of things, for example a scholarship, a writing competition or a race
of some sort.

A number of responses used computer games, as the image suggested. Sometimes the
narrator was drawn into the game and had to perform various tasks/follow clues/to get back
to reality, generally with mother telling them their meal was ready.

Sometimes, the winning involved a war, battle or siege, usually of a castle. The majority of
these responses were around school-based competitions, from chess, athletics, jigsaws and
spelling bees and the associated feelings of not being able to do it, then winning.

This resulted in a reasonable number of responses getting their life ambition and winning
the said competition and with that the approval of their peers and parents.

The most successful responses were conceptual narratives around winning as an idea rather
than an outcome. These responses were clever and admirable in their scope. Interestingly,
many candidates wrote about a hollow win, turning their writing into a more of a cautionary
tale. This was often successful.

The less-successful responses seemed to veer completely away from the purpose of the
question. After starting with 'l had won', some responses began to write stories that did not
really link to the question in any way. This therefore cannot achieve the purpose of the
writing.

The least successful responses lacked any understanding of the purpose and expectations,
instead telling a story that had nothing to do with the question focus, then circling back
round in the final paragraph (or even final sentence) to end with 'l had won'in a vain attempt
to connect the plot of their story back to the question.
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Y { ResultsPlus
/-~.. Examiner Comments

AO4

The response shows mostly clear communication, although the link to
purpose is somewhat vague.

The style, tone and register is mainly appropriate and generally
straightforward.

AQOS5

The vocabulary shows some attempt at variety and the spelling is
mainly accurate, with some more obvious errors, for example joyness
and bursted .

Similarly, the punctuation attempts to engage by offering some variety
of sentence structures, although it is mainly straightforward.

AO4: 8 marks

AO5: 5 marks

Total: 13 marks
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Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

AO4

Although the response has a rather ‘clunky’ opening, it is one that
definitely benefits from a second read.

It is well crafted, with some sophisticated creation of thoughts and
feelings. The juxtaposition of the runner’s thoughts and feelings
against the actual action of the race works well to build both setting
and character.

There is deliberate crafting with vivid description.

Level 5 is met for AO4 in the perceptive and subtle communication, but
it lacks the real sophistication and sustained subtlety that would move
it to the top of the level.

There is a sense of sharp focus on the feelings of the narrator,
connecting sharply to purpose and audience. It is well-crafted and
meets the expectations of the reader.

AO5
For AO5, the response achieves a mark of 12.

The response shows that ideas are conveyed to the reader in a
complex way, manipulating their response.

A range of structural and grammatical features is used in a subtle way
to support coherence and cohesion.

Vocabulary is used strategically and rare spelling errors do not detract
from overall meaning.

The wide range of sentence structures and how these are crafted is a
particular strength of this piece.

The response uses punctuation with accuracy to aid emphasis and
precision, using a range of sentence structures accurately and
selectively to achieve particular effects.

AO4: 17 marks

AO5: 12 marks

Total: 29 marks
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As always, examiners noted that these imaginative writing pieces were often really enjoyable
to read, with an impressive amount and quality produced under timed conditions. It was also
pleasing to see candidates using ideas and phrases borrowed from other anthology texts.
This demonstrated an impressive knowledge and a great use of the anthology texts for
inspiration.

The least successful responses were basic responses, with straightforward use of tone, style
and register, with audience and purpose not always clear. At this level candidates tended to
express but not always connect ideas and information, with limited use of structural and
grammatical features and paragraphing. There were few responses that only achieved Level 1
- this was mostly because these candidates hardly wrote anything, offering a basic response.

The mid-level responses tended to at least have straightforward and at best appropriate use
of tone, style and register, selecting material and stylistic or rhetorical devices to suit
audience and purpose. At this level candidates tended to connect, but not always develop,
ideas and information, with some structural and grammatical features and paragraphing.

There was a tendency in the majority of responses marked in this range to set out a stronger
description in the start of the story and then focus more on quickly moving the plot on
towards the end where planning had let the candidates down. In some cases, the writing
lacked development to move higher into the mark scheme for AO4. At this level the use of
vocabulary and syntax tended to be appropriate but repetitive and at times limited to vague
simile/metaphor, use of short sentences, questions and exclamations for effect. The level of
AOG6 at this borderline was appropriate but overall formulaic, where it appeared that
candidates had been advised to include plenty of descriptive techniques in their writing -
whether they were appropriate or not.

In the best responses, candidates tended to at least have successful and at best touches of
subtle use of tone, style and register, managing ideas and stylistic or rhetorical devices to suit
audience and purpose. These responses tended to manage, but not always manipulate,
ideas and information, with a range of structural and grammatical features and
paragraphing.

Responses at this level had some creative ideas and used devices such as a build-up of
tension, humour and withholding information to the end as a technique. The most successful
tended to have some selective vocabulary used for specific effect rather than just to
demonstrate knowledge of particular multi-syllabic words. In general, examiners felt many
candidates seemed to be thoughtful about the way they opened stories, keeping the reader
guessing and engaged in the early stages of a story.
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The assessment objectives for these tasks effectively discriminated the quality of responses.
As always, advice to centres would be to encourage candidates to avoid thinking they need to
write a whole novel or even short story in the time available - they need to have a clear
organisation and direction in mind, and to perhaps not ‘over-season’ the pieces with
vocabulary and syntax.

The main areas that discriminated these responses were:

¢ whether candidates could meet both parts of the first part of bullet one in the mark
scheme for AO5 - for example they often expressed ideas to achieve in Level 2, but these
ideas lacked the order for the second part of that bullet. In Level 3, they may have
connected ideas but not developed them.

e the success of tone, style and register in AO4.

e whether candidates had really considered the assessment objective requirement to write
for ‘specific purposes and audiences’. This means answering the question given in an
appropriate way, rather than using a past paper response prepared and trying to add the
title in. This approach of preparing responses may not often achieve successful
communication of purpose.

¢ the spelling of basic vocabulary in AO5.

e the accuracy of punctuation and use of varied punctuation in AO5.

e the use of a range of sentence structures for AO5.

As in previous series, sentence structure was clearly an area centres had focussed on: varying
the way sentences begin; more use of subordinate clauses to begin complex sentences;
effective use of one-word sentences and one-sentence paragraphs to demonstrate conscious
crafting. Some candidates attempted to use ambitious vocabulary while some seemed to
steer away from ambitious vocabulary in order to maintain accuracy. A key message to
centres is to focus on crafting and organisation whatever the nature of the task. This was a
common weakness running through all but the very best responses. The less successful
responses showed a lack of organisation and demonstrated a lack of planning and direction.

In terms of register it was clear that the majority of the candidates knew how to write an
imaginative piece, however there were some that produced responses that were more like an
essay. Some key issues were the achievement of the purpose of the writing, especially when
candidates had created what appeared pre-prepared responses which just had a statement
bolted on at the end to link it to the title, for example ‘Il had overcome the challenge’.
Examiners noted that candidates need to manage their time better, because even responses
that started off strong appeared unfinished or rushed at the end.
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Examiners felt that, overall, there were some incredibly imaginative responses with a great
range of ideas used creatively. One noted ‘All three choices allowed for a full range of
creative, imaginative and descriptive writing. It was evident that, whichever title candidates
selected, their responses indicated an enthusiasm for the narrative that they constructed.’
Another noted ‘There was an impressive level of vocabulary demonstrated by a significant
number of students. | am always impressed by the standard of creativity attained under
exam conditions.’
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on the paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e Ensure candidates have studied the poetry and prose texts in the Anthology fully and use
the examination time to remind themselves of the text, not re-read it.

e Even where the text is a short poem, consider what the key points are, linked to the
question being asked.

e Make sure candidates cover the whole poem from beginning to end in order to meet AO1
in the higher levels.

e Candidates should read the question carefully and make sure they are answering this
question, not telling the examiner what they know about the poem they have studied. The
selection needs to be relevant to the question being asked, in this case overcoming
difficulties.

e For AO2 (language and structure), make sure candidates offer ideas about how language
and structure are used. Many of them were able to give examples, but sometimes did not
offer a comment about the example that was used.

e For AO2 try to cover points on both language and structure, commenting on the different
techniques that have been used by the writer and how they link to the overall topic of the
question, in this case overcoming difficulties.

e When writing, candidates should always think about the reader, what information and
ideas they want to develop and how they want the reader to react at different parts of
their writing; then choose the best words, phrases or techniques available to achieve
those effects. Think about ‘'how do you want your reader to feel? and ‘how will you achieve
this?’ to encourage more conscious crafting of writing.

e Listen to the teacher’s advice and make sure to plan: some responses felt as if they had
little purpose or understanding of how they were going to conclude.

e Think carefully about starts and ends. Think about how to begin to write so that it is
engaging for the reader from the very start. As they begin to write, candidates should
know where they will end. This will help them to write in a manner that is cohesive and
coherent for the reader.

e Take care throughout with accuracy of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

¢ In writing, focus on crafting and organisation, whatever the nature of the task.

e Be ambitious in the structure, vocabulary and range of ideas and try to be creative and
original.

e Always respond to the questions set, not a question that has been prepared: this rarely
leads to effective responses because the response needs to be appropriate and at least
clearly linked to the purpose (ie the title).
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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