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Introduction

This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work, together with tips and
comments, for Paper 2 of the International GCSE Specification A in English Language. The
paper consists of three components: Unit 1: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing - 60%
(examination); Unit 2: Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing - 40% (this
examination) OR Unit 3: Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing - 40% (non-
examination assessment). Candidates may also be entered for the optional Spoken Language
Endorsement (non-examination assessment). Unit 2 for Poetry and Prose Texts and
Imaginative Writing is assessed through an examination lasting one hour and thirty minutes.
The total number of marks available is 60. The reading and writing sections on this paper are
loosely linked by the theme of the text from the Anthology which appears on the
examination paper.

The focus of this component is:

Section A - Poetry and Prose Texts: study and analyse selections from a range of fictional
poetry and prose texts.

Candidates should study the poetry and prose provided in Part 2 of the Pearson Edexcel
International GCSE English Anthology in preparation for responding to a given extract in the
examination.

The specification identifies that candidates:

‘should be able to read substantial pieces of writing (extended texts) that make significant
demands on them in terms of content, structure and the quality of language. Throughout the
qualification, candidates should develop the skills of inference and analysis.’

Candidates are advised to allocate 45 minutes to Section A, and there will be one essay
guestion on a poetry or prose text from Part 2 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE
English Anthology , which will be made available in a booklet in the examination if it is a longer
extract or will be in the Question Paper in the case of a poem.

Candidates will answer the question in this section and 30 marks are available. There are
three bullet points to prompt the response and the third bullet always asks candidates to
consider language and structure.

Section B - Imaginative Writing: explore and develop imaginative writing skills.

3 Int GCSE English Language 4EA1 02R



Candidates are advised to allocate 45 minutes to Section B. There are three writing tasks, to
some extent linked by theme to the reading extract. Candidates pick one question to respond
to and the response is worth 30 marks. The format of the tasks remains the same for each
series - Question 1 follows the format ‘Write about a time when you, or someone you
know...", Question 2 follows the format ‘Write a story with the title..." and Question 3 offers
two images as a prompt for a response which is always ‘Write a story that begins..." or ‘Write a
story that ends...".

The Assessment Objectives for this paper are:
Section A: Reading
AO1:

e read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and interpreting information, ideas and
perspectives

AO2:

e understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their
effects.

Section B: Writing
AO4:

e communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting form, tone and register of writing for
specific purposes and audiences

AO5:

e write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, with appropriate
paragraphing and accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation.

It was clear that candidates were all able to respond to the poem from the Anthology in the
examination, and that most had studied it before. Some candidates had been taught the
context of and background to the poem.

Throughout the qualification, overall candidates had been prepared well and all had, at
different levels, developed the skills required to answer the questions.

It was also clear that candidates used what they had studied in their reading to feed into
their imaginative writing, which inspired them. As the specification identifies, the main aims
for our candidates in this paper are:
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e read critically and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their
own writing

o write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately

e use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately

e acquire and apply a wide vocabulary alongside knowledge and understanding of
grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken
language.

e Candidates had, pleasingly, been given the opportunity to practise their writing techniques
and planning and proofreading skills.

The responses of candidates had some positive features. Examiners were impressed by:
In Reading:

¢ evidence that many candidates had understood the content of and ideas in the extract
e evidence of coverage of the whole of the extract
e the successful, integrated use of the bullet points within the question.

In Writing:

e the range of vocabulary for AO5
e creative ideas and suitable tone, style and register for audience and purpose.

Less successful responses:
In Reading:

e demonstrated a lack of knowledge of the extract and/or lack of awareness of the ideas in
the extract

o failed to reference the question, with candidates simply writing something about what
happens in the first part of the extract

¢ rigidly followed the bullet points in the question so that language and structure points
were almost an ‘add-on’ at the end

e had an insecure grasp of language and structure with a lack of understanding of how
language and structure were used, feature-spotting or confusion of terms

e had limited comment on language and structure and relied heavily on description of ideas
or events

o failed to support points using appropriate textual evidence or used over-long quotations
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In Writing

¢ lacked organisation and planning

e lacked accurate spelling and secure control of punctuation and grammar.

e |t was clear that candidates had been able to find at least some information about the
character of Lev and could comment on language and structural features. Imaginative
writing was often interesting, engaging and enthusiastic and had a clear sense of purpose
and audience in the voice and ideas used.
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Question 1

AO1

The first two bullet points in the mark scheme relate to AO1 - read and understand a variety
of texts, selecting and interpreting information, ideas and perspectives. The level of
understanding of the text from the Anthology is assessed in the first bullet point, and the
selection and interpretation of information, ideas and perspectives in the text in the second
bullet point. Candidates invariably expressed sympathy and concern for the main character
and often commented on his naivety. Most had doubts that he would succeed in his mission,
in spite of the emphasis on the idea of ‘hope’ in the final section.

Many candidates believed that because of the reference to Russian cigarettes, Lev had to be
from Russia, while a few thought Ukraine (sunflowers) and some Poland, but this made little
difference to their understanding. A more basic mistake was the reference to being on a train
which, given the sense of claustrophobia and the stops for petrol, appeared to be an odd
deduction. Sometimes those who did mention cigarettes, tended to concentrate on the
unfortunate nature of Lev's addiction rather than the development of the cigarette as a
‘companion’. Many candidates worked through the story in a linear fashion, which meant that
some did not reach the later parts of the extract, showing the importance of being selective
in covering important aspects of the whole text.

At the very basic level candidates tended to comment on what was being said about Lev in
the first part of the extract, particularly the smoking motif. They were able to show some
understanding of the opening part of the extract, but the understanding and focus was
uneven. There was often limited selection and interpretation of information and ideas: for
example, responses at the lowest levels often did not move past the opening section of the
extract.

Candidates producing mid-level responses were at least able to identify some of the key
ideas in the extract linked to interesting the reader, although at this level there was often an
imbalance where the focus was on identifying basic/valid ideas and information from the
extract (for example, Lev and Lydia being on a journey) rather than being appropriate, apt or
persuasive for the higher levels. For example, candidates at this mid-level often had not
considered more than broad ideas. There was a lack of ‘drilling down' into the extract to
examine the more nuanced ideas considered by responses achieving higher marks.
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The most successful responses were more direct in approach, as they were able to select the
relevant ideas from the extract linked to interesting the reader in a detailed but succinct
manner. The most successful responses tended to cover the full extract, and offered detailed
points including themes of isolation, loneliness, family, migrant workers, loss and hope, the
contrast between the characters of Lev and Lydia and the setting of the bus/coach and the
world outside, the homes being left and the hopes connected with the new setting. Some
candidates were able to develop the crucial differences between Lev and Lydia effectively, in
particular their reasons for making the journey to a new country, with the former needing to
do so and the latter choosing to do so. This led the most successful responses to explore
Lydia's dislike of predictability and Lev's preference for the ‘same’. Their prospects on arrival
were considered, with Lydia's job offers compared with Lev's prospects. The contrast
between Lydia's ‘to be or not to be’ was contrasted with Lev's cheap hotel. There was some
reference to the xenophobic attitudes Lev would possibly encounter, as he did not seem to
be skilled in anything.

AO2

The third bullet point in the mark scheme relates to AO2 - understand and analyse how
writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects. There needs to be
understanding of the language and structure used in the text, and the level of skill is also a
discriminator. Explain is a mid-level skill, comment a lower level skill and explore/analyse
higher-level skills, which gives candidates opportunities to achieve across the range.

The least successful responses often made reference to language and structure as a brief
add-on at the end of the answer. Candidates here often identified and named devices, but
did not demonstrate the skill or understanding to discuss their use, and did not link these to
the question. At this level responses were characterised by writing without any explanations
- candidates here were good at finding both language and structure features, but not as
confident at explaining them. The responses were much more at a descriptive level, with
limited and underdeveloped evidence.

Candidates producing mid-level responses were at least commenting on both language and
structure, with appropriate and relevant references. Candidates at this level were able to pick
out features in the extract, but often there was little developed explanation of the effect of
these features. The majority at the borderline grade were able to comment clearly on, for
example, repetition (for example of smoking or the stork), simile and metaphor, short
sentences. Some explanations in this mid-range were non-specific and unrelated to the
qguestion: ‘The writer uses language and structure to engage the reader.’
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The most successful responses were commenting on both language and structure
consistently, confidently and succinctly, with detailed and discriminating references. These
successful responses were able to explore less obvious features such as the tone of the
extract, the use of ‘flashbacks’ as a structural feature, the meanings of the descriptions of the
home, the parallel to Lydia created or the significance of the words that Lev is able to speak
in English. The examples of language and structure showed a perceptive understanding of
the viewpoint of the writer and the effect of details selected on the readers.

Some interesting ideas included:

e the cigarette as a symbolic companion

e ‘clutched’ and ‘huddled’ to show Lev's attitudes to his journey

e the images suggested by grey-toned skin, the egg and sulphur springs

e suggestions about the symbol of the stork - as symbol of new life, or the national bird of
Ukraine (the white stork)

e asyndetic listing in relation to Lev's daughter

e Lev's weak grasp of English/his lack of education in comparison to Lydia

¢ the journey having no end

e the transition from rural to urban landscape

¢ ‘herded’' as dehumanising the passengers.

The final bullet point in the mark scheme relates to selection and use of references from the
text which has been studied for both AO1 and AO2. This is a very useful discriminator in this
qguestion. As previously mentioned, candidates were sometimes unable to consider
references that supported different ideas and information (rather than many references
which illustrated the same point) where candidates perhaps missed key elements that would
have demonstrated apt, persuasive selection of information and ideas.
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Remind yourself of Significant Cigarettes (from The Road Home), taken from the
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology.

1 How does the writer try to interest the reader in Significant Cigarettes?
In your answer, you should write about:

« Lev’s thoughts and feelings
« how the journey is described
« the use of language and structure.

You should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including
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« {ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments
This response is brief, with a short introduction which really is just
repeating the question. There is some personal comment, although
not very clearly expressed (‘greatly’ and ‘pointly’). The response
references the text very briefly - what Lev did - and there is brief
evidence about his seating position. The point about the story
beginning with the journey is accurate, but very basic. The reference to
conversational tone is not evidenced or commented on, but there is a
reference to how he feels before and after he talked to Lydia (not
entirely accurate).

There is very basic understanding of a limited part of the text, and
there is very limited coverage of ideas. There is identification of
language (if not entirely accurate) but this does not really demonstrate
basic understanding. References are limited. A mark of 3 fits the
middle of Level 1.
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1 How does the writer try to interest the reader in Significant Cigarettes?
In your answer, you should write about:

« Lev's thoughts and feelings
» how the journey is described
» the use of language and structure.

You should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including
brief quotations.
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Examiner Comments

There is some understanding of the text, suggesting a Level 2
response. The opening paragraph, interestingly, begins with a
quotation and ends with some effective response to language.
However, all further points show a lack of development, with evidence
that does not always connect successfully to the point being made.
There is no evidence at all to support the final point, mentioning the
writer's use of ‘similes and detailed listing.’

On balance, using the ‘best-fit’ principle, the response meets almost all
of the bullet points in Level 2, with a mark of 11.
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1 How does the writer try to interest the reader in Significant Cigarettes?
In your answer, you should write about:

Lev’s thoughts and feelings
+ how the journey is described
« the use of language and structure.

You should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including
brief quotations.
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\/ / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This is a borderline Level 2/3 response. The candidate makes some
interesting points early on, although the quotations sometimes do not
completely fit the point being made, for example, the death of Marina
and reflection. There are some obvious points stated regarding guilt.

There is some recognition of the type of language used for AO2 and
some clear understanding which could be developed further. The
response tries to comment on effects on the reader and the narrator’s
lengthy journey. It is descriptive in places and improves as it
progresses.

Overall all of the Level 2 descriptors are met, and there is evidence of
some sound understanding. Selection and interpretation of ideas is
sometimes appropriate, but also sometimes underdeveloped. AO2 is
more Level 2 than Level 3, but this response does show more than
some understanding of the text. ‘Best-fit’ lifts this into Level 3.
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1 How does the writer try to interest the reader in Significant Cigarettes?
In your answer, you should write about:

« Lev’s thoughts and feelings
+ how the journey is described
+ the use of language and structure.

You should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including

brief quotations.
(30)
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/'--'. Examiner Comments
There is sound understanding of the text in this response, with
appropriate selection and interpretation of material. The answer
follows the bullet points suggested by the question and attempts to
explain the effects on the reader of the ideas selected. The explanation
offered of the use of the colour red, ‘which connotes danger, blood
and love’ shows some development of an interesting motif. References
are appropriate and developed clearly. The answer meets most of the
Level 3 descriptors from the mark scheme, making it a secure Level 3
response.
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1 How does the writer try to interest the reader in Significant Cigarettes?
In your answer, you should write about:
«  Lev’s thoughts and feelings
+ howth is
- the use of language and structure.

You should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including
brief quotations.

(30)
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Examiner Comments

This response meets all the bullet points in level 3 and moves into
Level 4. There is sustained understanding of the text. The candidate is
thorough in their consideration of Lev’s feelings, including the sense of
loss and feelings of hope, and selection is appropriate and relevant,
though more detail would have moved it higher into the level. The
coverage of language and structure is definitely clear, and there is
definite explanation, with some touches of exploration, for example
the cigarette symbol.

The selection of references is appropriate and fully supports the points
being made. With more detail this would be more firmly into Level 4.

25 Int GCSE English Language 4EA1 02R




1 How does the writer try to interest the reader in Significant Cigarettes?
In your answer, you should write about:

»  Lev's thoughts and feelings
how the journey is described
+ the use of language and structure.

You should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including
brief quotations.

(30)
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~ Examiner Comments
This response is a piece that covers a lot of points from the text. There
is definitely sustained understanding of the text, and there is evidence
of some perceptive understanding. The first bullet point is met in Level
4, and partly in Level 5. Selection and interpretation of information and
ideas is appropriate, detailed and fully supports the points being
made, meeting Level 4.

For AO2, the candidate shows thorough understanding and
exploration of language and structure and how these are used to
achieve effects - the coverage of the cigarette as a symbol is covered in
a more sustained way than S1E. There are touches of perception in
what is said in this section, and some is implied in the section on the
‘married couple'.

The selection of references is definitely detailed, appropriate and fully
supports the points being made, meeting Level 4. There are a few
points that could be more thoroughly explored, so example, ‘helps us
understand the overall theme of the story much better’. The touches of
perceptive thought just move this into Level 5.
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1 How does the writer try to interest the reader in Significant Cigarettes?
In your answer, you should write about:

« Lev’s thoughts and feelings
« how the journey is described
the use of language and structure.

You should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including
brief quotations.
(30}
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Examiner Comments
This does not have the clearest handwriting but it is a very
accomplished piece of analysis which achieves full marks (it is actually
an example of something which exceeds full marks, if that were
possible). It shows very perceptive understanding of the text. There are
some very apt and persuasive ideas included, such as Lev's isolation
and how this leads to contemplation of detail, the past and present,
the description of the journey and the other passengers, the
symbolism of the natural world and the reputation of the UK.

For AO2, there is perceptive understanding and analysis of language
and structure and how these are used by Tremain to achieve effects.
There is a huge range covered in this response and the candidate really
‘drills down’ into the text. The selection of references is discriminating
and clarifies the points being made - the candidate has covered the
text confidently and chosen their examples in a discriminating way. A
mark of 30 is deserved: all of the bullet points in Level 5 are met.
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Question 2

Many examiners felt this title was a personal favourite, with responses being very creative
and perceptive. Many wrote about family members being missed; one candidate wrote from
the perspective of a man whose mother had passed away and the response was presented
as the mother's eulogy being read at her funeral. The accounts were emotional, with a focus
on death and iliness, sudden or otherwise. Arguably, the narrative part of the responses
sometimes went on too long at the expense of how and why the person was missed.
However, some picked out key moments when they were influential and how the loss
impacted on lives. A particular example which one examiner mentioned concerned the
earthquake in Turkey earlier this year when the candidate returned from shopping to find
their house no longer existed and that their mother and brother were buried under the
rubble and debris. The shock, horror and devastation of that account seemed very real.

There were, inevitably, accounts of best friends leaving school or simply finding more
attractive and interesting companions. Relationships soured and circumstances intervened.
The title did not lead to a happy outcome and the immediate mindset was negative, with a
strong sense of doom and hopelessness.
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Examiner Comments
Overall, there is evidence of Level 2 achievement in AO4. There is more
than a basic level of communication, and the idea of missing someone
is communicated in a broadly appropriate way. The response shows
some grasp of the purpose, to communicate a time the
narrator/character missed someone (their friend Mona), although the
requirements of the intended reader are less securely met as there is
straightforward use of form, tone and register. The bullet points of
Level 2 are met.

For AOS5 the response meets Level 2. The candidate expresses and
orders ideas, but they are not connected and developed to move into
Level 3. The paragraphing is evident and does help to shape meaning.
There is quite a varied vocabulary, for example library, difficulty,
graduate, pandemic. Spelling is accurate. Punctuation is accurate but
not varied and there are some lapses in verb tense and control.
‘Best-fit' places this at the top of Level 2. Although we could argue that
with more evidence of writing there could be varied vocabulary and
accurate spelling, it is too brief. This does, however, balance out the
lack of range of sentence structures.
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/'-—-.‘: Examiner Comments

This is an example of a very secure Level 4 response. It has an
evocative and interesting opening and a sense of being crafted - AO4.
It communicates successfully and imaginatively despite a few awkward
phrases. There is a secure realisation of the purpose and requirements
of the reader.

We see a variation in punctuation and sentence lengths for impact, for
example short sentences, use of hyphens, ellipsis for AO5 which carry
the reader along very effectively. Sensory description adds to the
overall feel to this response. The powerful ending concludes this
unusual take on missing someone or something.
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Examiner Comments

This is a well-crafted piece, with some sophistication in the creation of
thoughts and feelings. The implications of the friendship described are
subtle, remaining unrevealed until the final sentences. “And then she
kissed me, hard. There's your kiss, Lucy.” Level 5 is met for AO4, with
just a touch more cohesion needed for the top of the level.

For AO5, a range of structural and grammatical features is used. There
is an extensive vocabulary, while punctuation is used with accuracy to
aid emphasis and precision. There is a range of sentence structures to
achieve particular effects. The response achieves a mark in Level 5.
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Question 3

Candidates presented a range of material as the title ‘The Fall’ was deliberately open ended
and provided candidates with endless opportunities to provide an action-packed narrative.
Most were actual falls, either deliberate, to escape from some threat, or accidental from a
cliff/window/plane/tree. Some responses dealt with a ‘fall from grace’ or a ‘moral fall’ in
society. There were some science fiction and war stories, zombie accounts, some falls as the
result of scheming and betrayal. Candidates either tended to repeat the word fall at frequent
intervals or did not mention it at all. Responses can only achieve the sense of purpose if it is
connected to the title.
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/--._ Examiner Comments

For AO4 this response meets Level 3 securely. It communicates clearly,
with a clear sense of purpose and understanding of the intended
reader. There is appropriate use of form, tone and register, although
there are some instances of slight awkwardness in expression. The
tone can tend to be a little straightforward, however, on balance, a
mark at the higher end of Level 3 for AO4 is appropriate.

For AOS5 there are a few lapses in sentence structure and word use, but
we have varied vocabulary throughout.

The twist at the end after the tense build-up works clearly, and this is
at the higher end of the Level 3 mark scheme for both assessment
objectives.
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/“--'- Examiner Comments
The cyclical structure of the narrative, using the cell as a central
feature, is effective and provides a framework for the flashback, which
explains the character’s situation, as well as offering some sensitive
exploration of the character’s feelings. The flashback outlines the
‘memory of the moment that put him here.’ The ending provides a
slight addition to the opening description.

For AO5, Level 4 is met in the paragraphing and structural features.
There is a suitably wide vocabulary.
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Question 4

Examiners felt this was a different and interesting title. In many cases, the view from the
window was changed by a cataclysmic event/war/the collapse of civilisation.

The accounts which included the giraffe were usually set in Africa, sometimes on safari, with
the beauty and splendour of the creature often dwelt upon. When the animal disappeared
there was a strong sense of loss and disappointment. One narrative ended with the idea that
they were babysitting their aunt's giraffe!

This title invited some effective description of setting, perhaps of a beach or a sunset, with
such scenes serving as a contrast to the candidate's normal lifestyle. They were scenes of
relaxation and isolation, but isolation in a positive sense, where the narrator could think and
reflect, unwind and forget stress.
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/'--'. Examiner Comments
This is another example of a very secure Level 3 response. It is clearly
communicated and there is a clear sense of purpose and
understanding of the intended reader for AO4. The form, tone and
register are appropriate throughout and the ideas are lively and

engaging.

There are developed and well-connected ideas. It is easy to follow and
the reader is led through the response section by section for AO5.
There is a range of vocabulary and sentence lengths are adapted for
deliberate effect. Punctuation is generally accurate and varied. All the
descriptors are met for Level 3 in both AOs.
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Writing - general comments

At the lowest levels of the mark scheme candidates tended to offer a basic response. They
always had straightforward use of tone, style and register, with audience and purpose not
always clear. At this level candidates tended to express but not always connect ideas and
information, with limited use of structural and grammatical features and paragraphing. There
were few responses that only achieved Level 1 and where they did this was mostly because
these candidates hardly wrote anything, offering a basic response, or the sentences did not
make sense at all.

At the mid-range of the mark scheme candidates tended to at least have straightforward and
at best appropriate use of tone, style and register, selecting material and stylistic or
rhetorical devices to suit audience and purpose. At this level candidates tended to connect,
but not always develop, ideas and information, with some structural and grammatical
features and paragraphing. There was a tendency in the majority of responses marked in this
mid-range to set out a stronger description in the start of the extract and then focus more on
plot towards the end where planning had let the candidates down. In some cases, the writing
lacked development to move higher into the mark scheme for AO4. At this borderline grade
the use of vocabulary and syntax tended to be appropriate but repetitive and at times limited
to vague simile/metaphor, use of short sentences, questions and exclamations for effect. The
level of AO6 at this mid level was appropriate but overall formulaic, where it appeared that
candidates had been advised to include plenty of adjectives or similes in their writing and felt
the need to include them at all times.

In the best responses, candidates tended to at least have successful and at best touches of
subtle use of tone, style and register, managing ideas and stylistic or rhetorical devices to suit
audience and purpose. At this level candidates tended to manage, but not always
manipulate, ideas and information, with a range of structural and grammatical features and
paragraphing. Responses at this level had some creative ideas, humour and withholding
information to the end as a technique. The most successful responses tended to have some
selective vocabulary used for specific effect rather than just to demonstrate knowledge of
particular multi-syllabic words.

The assessment objectives for these tasks effectively discriminated the quality of responses.
Advice to centres would be to encourage candidates to avoid thinking they need to write a
whole novel or even short extract in the time available - they need to have a clear
organisation and direction in mind, and to perhaps not ‘over-season’ the pieces with
vocabulary and syntax.

The main areas that discriminated these responses were:
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e whether candidates could meet both parts of the first part of bullet one in the mark
scheme for AOS5 - for example they often expressed ideas to achieve in Level 2, but these
ideas lacked the order for the second part of that bullet. In Level 3, they may have
connected ideas but not developed them.

e the success of tone, style and register in AO4.

¢ the spelling of basic vocabulary in AOS.

e the accuracy of punctuation and use of varied punctuation in AO5.

e the use of a range of sentence structures for AO5.

For AO5, examiners commented:

e Spelling was often quite accurate.

e Punctuation was usually sound, but lacked more varied forms.

¢ Single sentence paragraphs proved quite popular.

e Paragraphing was a problem with all the Writing questions.

e Tenses were often an issue, with narratives switching tense at random.
e Sometimes there was confusion with direct/indirect speech.

Candidates varied the way sentences began, for example use of subordinate clauses to begin
complex sentences, effective use of one-word sentences and one-sentence paragraphs to
demonstrate conscious crafting. Some candidates attempted to use ambitious vocabulary
that sometimes was not strategically used, while some seemed to steer away from ambitious
vocabulary in order to maintain accuracy. A key message to centres is to focus on crafting
and organisation whatever the nature of the task. This was a common weakness running
through all but the very best answers. The more ‘pedestrian’ answers showed a lack of
organisation and often demonstrated a lack of planning and direction.

Be ambitious in the structure, vocabulary and range of ideas and try to be creative and
original. It was clear that there was some excellent description.

In terms of register it was clear that the majority of the candidates knew how to write an
imaginative piece, however there were a few that produced responses more like an essay.
Examiners noted that candidates need to manage their time better, as even responses that
started off strong appeared unfinished or rushed at the end. Examiners felt that candidates
would benefit from planning beforehand so that their stories have cohesion.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Ensure you have studied the poetry and prose texts in the Anthology fully and use the
examination time to remind yourself of the text, not re-read it.

When a long extract is used, consider what the key points to pick up on are, linked to the
question you are being asked.

Make sure you are covering pertinent points from the whole extract from beginning to end
in order to meet AO1 in the higher levels.

Read the question carefully and make sure you are answering this question, not telling the
examiner what you know about the text you have studied. The selection needs to be
relevant to the question you are being asked, in this case the character of Lev.

For AO2 (language and structure), make sure you are offering ideas about how language
and structure are used. Many of you were able to give examples, but sometimes you did
not offer points about how the examples were used.

For AO2 try to cover points on both language and structure, commenting on the different
techniques that have been used by the writer and how they link to the overall topic of the
question, in this case the character of Lev.

When you are writing, always think about your reader, what information and ideas you
want to develop and how you want the reader to react at different parts of your writing;
then choose the best words, phrases or techniques available to you to achieve those
effects.

Think carefully about how you will begin to write so that it is engaging for your reader
from the very start.

As you begin to write, know where you will end. This will help you to write in a manner that
is cohesive and coherent for your reader.

Take care throughout with accuracy in regard to spelling, punctuation and grammar.

In writing, focus on crafting and organisation whatever the nature of the task.

Be ambitious in your structure, vocabulary and range of ideas and try to be creative and
original. We are often incredibly impressed with your creativity and ability to write in such
an imaginative way in the time given.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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