@ Pearson

Edexcel

Examiners’ Report
June 2024

Int GCSE English Language 4EA1 01

ResultsPlus



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

ResultsPlus

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson's free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students' exam results.

e See students' scores for every exam question.

e Understand how your students' performance compares with class and national averages.

¢ |dentify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop
their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus. Your
exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of
people, wherever they are in the world. We've been involved in education for over 150 years,
and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at:
www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2024
Publications Code 4EA1_01_2406_ER
All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2024

Int GCSE English Language 4EA1 01

2



Introduction

This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work, together with tips and
comments, for Questions (Q) 01-07 of Paper 1 of the International GCSE English Language A,
linear version.

The specification consists of three components:

Paper 1: Non-fiction texts and Transactional Writing - 60% (this examination)

Paper 2: Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing - 40% (examination) OR

Paper 3: Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing - 40% (coursework)

There is also an optional Spoken Language Endorsement (non-examination assessment).

Non-fiction Texts and Transactional Writing is assessed through an examination lasting 2
hours and 15 minutes, with a total of 90 marks. The paper is organised into two sections
each worth 45 marks.

Section A: Non-fiction

This section is worth a total of 45 marks, tests reading skills and is based on an unseen
passage (Q01-Q03) and a text from the International GCSE English Anthology (Q04), with a
total word count of approximately 2000 words. Q05 asks candidates to compare the two
texts. In this series, the unseen extract was adapted from Tin Bath Tournament by Ben Fogle,
in which he describes taking part in the World Tin Bath Championships in the Isle of Man.
The Anthology text was the extract from A Game of Polo with a Headless Goat by Emma Levine,
in which she gives an account of a donkey race that she observed in Karachi, Pakistan.

The texts worked extremely well together; examiners noted that candidates responded with
interest and engagement and one examiner reported that ‘the unseen text was very
accessible and allowed candidates of all abilities to respond to it.'

Candidates are advised to spend about 1 hour and 30 minutes on this section.
Section B: Transactional Writing

This section, also worth a total of 45 marks, offers candidates a choice of two transactional
writing tasks. A particular form will always be specified and for this series the two tasks were
to write a review of a memorable event (Q06) or to write the text for a speech giving views on
the statement that 'Too much emphasis is, perhaps, placed on the idea of winning. It can be
just as important to take part and try hard.'(Q07)

The Assessment Objectives (AO) for this paper are:
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AO1: Read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and interpreting information, ideas
and perspectives (Q01, Q02, Q03)

AO2: Understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve
their effects (Q04)

AQ3: Explore links and connections between writers' ideas and perspectives, as well as how
these are conveyed (Q05)

Section B: Writing

AO4: Communicate effectively and imaginatively. Adapting form, tone and register of writing
for specific purposes and audiences (Q06 or Q07)

AOS5: Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, with appropriate
paragraphing and accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation (Q06 or Q07)

This is an untiered specification and the choice of texts and questions set are such that all
candidates are able to access the paper and to show their abilities in reading and writing. The
vast majority of candidates sitting the paper in this series responded very positively to all
questions.

It was clear that candidates were all able to show some understanding of the ideas in the
unseen text, which examiners felt offered candidates at all levels the opportunity to write
about a range of connections. One examiner noted that 'l got the impression that many
connected with and enjoyed the Ben Fogle extract.'

Candidates had been prepared well and all had, at varying levels, acquired and developed the
skills of interpretation and analysis. Many examiners felt that the standard of writing across
both Q06 and Q07 was often very high, with many Level 4 and Level 5 quality responses.

Int GCSE English Language 4EA1 01 4



Question 1

This question, which tests the skills of selection and retrieval, is intended to serve as a
straightforward way into the paper and build confidence on the part of the candidates. There
are five possible answers and almost all of the candidates were able to gain the two marks
available. Most candidates seemed to focus efficiently on the key words, which answered the
question directly with ‘sun’, ‘clouds’ and ‘brisk breeze’ tending to be the most popular choices.
A few gave quotations that were overly long, showing less selection.

The important advice for this question is to look at the line references given and to select
single words or short phrases from the passage, not to attempt to use own words and not to
spend time giving comment or explanation, which cannot be rewarded here.

On the few occasions where both marks were not achieved, this was usually because the
candidate had not looked at the correct lines and gave words and phrases from line 1.
Examiners noted that ‘a palette of greys’' from line 1 was sometimes selected. A few
responses selected adjectives from the lines such as ‘illuminating’ or ‘sparkling’ but these
were describing the effects of the weather, rather than the weather itself.

If the given lines were simply copied out in full, then no marks could be awarded because no
skills of selection had been demonstrated.

\'/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has selected two correct quotations and so gains both
marks.

Total: 2 marks
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CT\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

There is no need to write in complete sentences when answering this
question. The quotations on their own would have been sufficient for

the marks.

...... ‘Thf.skbwvéhph'ﬁ*#@ﬂi—am‘g.ﬁ’

(T"f-SW-L'U'-“'l'l-rnv‘aku5~‘~fr‘3s«~,nfﬂé-heun.d~f’

¥ &{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

The quotation on the first line is incorrect because, although it
describes the weather, it does not come from the appropriate part of
the text.

The second quotation includes two valid points and so two marks
could be awarded.

Total: 2 marks

-
.

&\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Underline the line references for the question, to ensure that the

chosen quotations come from the correct part of the extract.
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\(/K ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

A mark is gained for the first quotation. However, 'sparkling' describes
the effect of the rain on the cobblestones and does not describe the
weather.

Total: 1 mark

\< ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip

Ensure you read the whole question carefully.

\(/K ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Two correct quotations have been selected. 'Grey-and-white' on its
own is sufficient.

Total: 2 marks
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Y ﬁ{ ResultsPlus
/---.. Examiner Comments

This response demonstrates that single words may be sufficient to
gain marks. Two appropriate words have been selected and both
marks awarded.

Total: 2 marks

'f \ ResultsPlus
<

) Examiner Tip
Sometimes a phrase may be needed to make a point but it is worth

noting that single words, judiciously selected, may be enough.
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Question 2

This question moves on from Q01 by directing candidates towards a larger section of the
text. Nearly all candidates achieved the full four marks for this question, which requires them
to select and interpret information.

For this examination the question asked candidates to look at lines 41-51 and describe what
happens. Examiners noted that the majority of candidates were able to select the relevant
information and 'most made a commendable effort to use own words and were awarded
four marks'. Examiners noted a range of different approaches to answering the question:
some used bullet points to distinguish between points; some wrote brief, straight-to-the-
point responses and others wrote much longer responses that covered many more points
than were needed. There was still a number of candidates who used the same approach as
for Q03 and included supporting quotations, which are not required for this question. Most
did not adopt an AO2 approach (as has happened in past series) but those who did so were
generally able to gain four marks.

There was a good range of possible points that could be made; the points that appeared
most frequently were about Fogle beginning well but soon getting into trouble and his
attempts to put things right again. In addition to the points on the mark scheme, candidates
might make their own valid points, which would also be rewarded.

It was clear that candidates had almost all clearly understood the events taking place. Where
candidates did not score full marks, it tended to be because they did not follow the
instruction 'In your own words' and too much of their response was lifted from the text.
Others lost marks because they repeated points or because they referred to the wrong part
of the text.

Examiners reported that, as always, the most successful approach employed by candidates
was to make at least four clear discrete points. If these are set out separately then it can help
both the candidate and the examiner to see at a glance how many points have been made. It
is important to remember that the question asks candidates to 'describe' and therefore,
although it is not necessary to write at length, it is not acceptable to simply list very brief
points. The response must be written in full and complete sentences that clearly
demonstrate understanding and secure interpretation. It is important that the given lines are
read closely and carefully.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate has set out their points clearly. All are valid and, in fact,
five points from the mark scheme (bps 1, 2, 4, 8, 13) have been made,
earning this response maximum marks.

Total: 4 marks

#
P
A~y

M4\ ResultsPlus
\/

) Examiner Tip
Set your points out on separate lines.

This can:

e can help you to check your answer
e direct the examiner to the different points that you have made
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a very brief response in which the candidate has made a real
effort to use their own words.

The statement that the sea 'takes away Ben's strength' is awarded as
an own point and credit is also given for bp11. The final point is
inaccurate, because Ben Fogle is not actually 'stranded'.

Total: 2 marks

f/ \\'-

M4\ ResultsPlus
\J

Examiner Tip

Check that you have made the correct number of points and that all
relate to what happens within the given lines for the question.

11 Int GCSE English Language 4EA1 01
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(Total for Question 2 = 4 marks)
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\/ 2{ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a very full response and the candidate has covered many of the
points in the mark scheme (bp 1, 2,4, 6, 7,9, 10, 11, 12, 13). Full marks
are earned.

Total: 4 marks

' . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Time management is a very important exam skill; be careful that you
do not spend too long on this question, making far more points than
are needed to gain four marks.
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Question 3

This is the final AO1 question; it is worth 5 marks and, like Q02, requires candidates to show
their understanding of the text by selecting and interpreting ideas and information. For this
examination, they were asked to look again at lines 64-74 and explain the writer’s thoughts
and feelings.

In Q03, candidates are told that they 'may support' their points 'with brief quotations' and
the vast majority did so, to good effect. Examiners noted that the question ‘had a high
success rate’ with many candidates scoring full marks, having been taught to select
quotations carefully and explain the content, rather than the language.

Successful candidates often worked methodically through the set section of the text
identifying key points; there were very few who looked at information that was not in the

relevant lines. Many candidates adopted the very useful approach of making five clear points.

Sometimes these were set out separately on the page, written in full and complete sentences
and supported by relevant brief quotations. One examiner noted that those candidates who
put their points on separate lines ‘were well-advised to do so as they seemed to be clearer
about the expectations of the question’.

Examiners were concerned that some candidates invested too much time on this question,
writing detailed accounts of Fogle's feelings and how awful his childhood must have been.
Whilst it was rewarding to see how inspired and engaged they had been by the extract, it is
essential that they allow sufficient time for the more challenging higher-tariff questions that
come later in the paper.

Quite a large number of candidates used the word ‘nostalgia’ to refer to Fogle’s memories of
childhood, although in this instance his memories were not fond ones, but rather traumatic.
However, his embarrassment and subsequent feelings of humiliation were well-understood
by nearly all candidates, as was the fact that he felt unwell at the end.

Some candidates relied on integrated quotations to make a point but explanations are
needed to act as evidence of understanding and quotations should be used to support these
points. For example ‘Ben Fogle feels ‘like a child again, paddling alone’’ simply uses the
quotation to try to make the point. However, ‘We know that Ben Fogle's experience of coming
last in the race brings back childhood memories of isolation as he says ‘l was a child again,
paddling alone’ offers some interpretation and shows understanding. Where some
candidates did not achieve full marks it was because they repeated a point (such as just
stating that Ben Fogle is embarrassed) or simply rephrased it slightly.

Int GCSE English Language 4EA1 01
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A few candidates expected long quotations with no comment to act as evidence of their own
understanding, but answers including overlong quotations very rarely gained full marks. A
few other candidates lost marks because they commented on actions such as that he came
last or that he fainted rather than thoughts or feelings

In summary, as in previous series', the best answers used a good balance of short quotation
and some interpretation, paid attention to how many marks the question was worth and
made five clear and discrete points, often set out separately which, as with Q02, can be
useful both to candidate and examiner.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, NS WS SW00nesd 10 \enjiead .
___________________________ 0&) DOONRDS... A DO QOWS. Wkrku& Ak ‘!\Q&S&WQAM .
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

In this response, points are set out clearly and separately.

The first four points are valid, supported by appropriate quotations
and cover bps 5, 6, 8,and 9. The final point, however, come from line 61
and so is outside of the given line references; this answer therefore
achieves four marks.

Total: 4 marks

“ .'::"' . ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip
Check that all of your points come from the line references given for
the question.

Int GCSE English Language 4EA1 01

16



l&m:em Jou... be%ma Yo d‘erarmdg....‘.,.lms ....... ACRONS.. %V\Q\

Co...0uly Haius...0f.. is... Qenluves....08. Ve cAisvegawvds. w}s
SUCeSses.... THeE.. Siuce... e ad.... fatled.,. ne.. ek, enans..
ond. Limavvassed., ar‘vyw‘ ..... ClAGeiCS .. meKe.. Ql.mlaeaL:..'. ....... k...

|||||||

.&.w.pawet.?ml ...... bvait... Hesm ......... Ve.. mmm...mma.r,......Qn.mQme.mceﬂ...m.....mz.e_........
Ao Qees detewmabindh Yo...ger. yo.. Mag... Qinisuivg Mue ..
The. aakec... m-ir.mf:.gmch Mis... &Qneumas ...... Q. Se. m..&n .......

0s.. e wm.......me ...... -&&ﬁn\m\-wemi:waam{amm
Mmmm ....... Mave. ... i'vumr:msc Shg6€s.. "Uzuz Wwidtex Peels

||||| AR EEREE

lulflem . Lw.d.mggeol umr . Ym:h ........... QG Sl:mﬁ@eezol Q:zmmds

AL Yas. point | Tooje eels. Quite. 0. Oudk. 1nis. phms. oor..
paysical. Suke  Coused. Wiua..Yo... & passed_oul . wica

SMows. Wap... Sl ook pressune.. Mok WAEK. JagioA ...

.....................

.........

17 Int GCSE English Language 4EA1 01



N ﬁ{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This is a very full response that makes many points (bps 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9,
10) and so gains maximum marks.

Total: 5 marks

'f \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip
This is a good and detailed answer but it provides more than is needed
for full marks. It is not necessary to fill the page to gain five marks.
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response only makes reference to the first sentence of the extract
but does manage to make two rewardable points relating to the
quotation, that:

e Fogle is reflecting on his childhood
¢ he feels that he cannot achieve anything

Total: 2 marks

ff' \-

\ \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Re-read all of the given lines and aim to make five points.
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Five points have been set out clearly in this answer and all are
rewardable including bps 4, 3, 7, and 8 and the final own point. The

candidate makes a clear statement and supports each one with an apt
quotation.

P
S \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
The approach used by this candidate is a good one to emulate.
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Question 4

This question is on Text Two, the Anthology text, and is assessed for AO2: Understand and
analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects. It is
therefore a more challenging and discriminatory question and is worth 12 marks divided
over five levels.

In this examination, candidates were asked how the writer, Emma Levine, uses language and
structure in the extract from A Game of Polo with a Headless Goat to interest and engage the
reader.

This piece contains a very wide range of features of language and structure as exemplified in
the mark scheme, but examiners were advised that these are just examples of possible
points that could be made. Any valid points that candidates made that were securely rooted
in the text would be rewarded. There does not need to be an equal number of points on
language and structure, but both should be addressed as, indeed, they were, by nearly all
candidates. It was evident that most candidates had been well-taught, with one examiner
noting that ‘the thoroughness with which Q04 was often completed is a credit to the centres’
meticulous preparation’.

Whilst most candidates had a sound knowledge of the text, there were some who spent too
long commenting on the title. They did not seem to realise that it is the title of a collection of
accounts of unique sports that Levine sought out on her travels through Asia and does not
relate directly to the events in the Anthology extract.

Some candidates examined the writer’s westernised viewpoint as revealed through the use
of the term ‘Wacky Races’ and the reference to ‘Formula One without rules’ and felt that her
tone might now be considered as condescending at times. Most, however, acknowledged
that Levine does not intend her observations to be interpreted as negative but rather to
reveal her fascination with what she saw.

Clearly, Levine is giving an outsider’s viewpoint. Centres need to guide candidates away from
expressing judgements or opinions of the events described using pejorative language that
might suggest some cultural insensitivity. An example of where a candidate dealt with
Levine's perspective well when analysing the commonly-selected phrase 'Formula One
without rules' is given here:

“Formula One’ denotes wealth, professionalism and something technologically advanced. It is clear
to the reader that this donkey race is none of these things, which is why Levine juxtaposes the
declarative by writing ‘without rules’. This engages the reader as the danger of the event becomes
clear to them. Perhaps Levine crafts this metaphor in order to show how incomparable the event is
as nothing in Western society is truly similar.’

21 Int GCSE English Language 4EA1 01



Examiners commented that the majority of responses offered at the least some
understanding of the text. At the lower levels, candidates either identified features of
language (and sometimes structure) but offered little explanation of their effect eg ‘the writer
used a metaphor which is interesting’ or described and made general comments such as ‘this
makes the reader want to read on'. At this level, responses often lacked focus on the
question, provided a narrative summary or dealt with only a limited part of the text.

Mid-level candidates tended to work through the text, made a sound range of points and
selected apt textual references for support. However, often they did not move on to analyse
closely the impact or connotations of individual words and phrases, or fully consider the
effect of the structural features. Where sound points about language were made, they often
covered the hyperbolic use of ‘eternity’, the onomatopoeia in the list of sounds and the
writer’s use of the colloquial term ‘lads'.

Relevant points were made about structure including the use of In medias res, the build-up
of anticipation, anticlimactic events, sudden changes, short sentences and repetition.
Candidates who attempted to write about paragraph lengths sometimes did not move
beyond making generic statements.

The most successful responses dealt with the whole passage and produced nuanced
accounts, selecting their textual references judiciously from throughout the text. One
examiner wrote that ‘this extract inspired some sophisticated analysis'. To achieve the higher
levels, candidates need to ensure that they develop and explore their points in detail rather
than trying to make as many points as possible.

Often, at this level, candidates were able to analyse closely the connotations and impact of
particular words and phrases and offer alternative interpretations, rather than stating a point
as if it were an absolute fact. These candidates were precise and discriminating in their use of
quotations, linking different parts of the text. The best responses demonstrated a sensitive
and perceptive understanding, dealt with a good range of ideas from throughout the text and
interwove their discussion of language and structure, seeing the two as working symbiotically
to convey meaning.

There were still some candidates who spent too long on unnecessary introductions and
conclusions that simply repeat the points already made; the focus should be on making a
range of relevant points, not reiterating those already covered. Examiners noted that, again, a
number of candidates used extra sheets of paper to complete their answer to this question;
this should not be necessary and candidates who write at great length here may risk running
out of time for the higher tariff questions.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate shows some understanding of a number of examples of
the use of language and structure (dialogue, humour, sensory imagery)
and supports with valid references, but is unable to offer more than
comment.

The point about irony in the final sentence shows the candidate trying
to develop ideas more fully and begins to move towards explanation;
this response is an example of secure Level 2 quality.

Level 2

Total: 4 marks
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CT\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Try to explain exactly what your selected quotations relate to in the

passage and aim to make a few more points.
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

The candidate makes a range of appropriate points about the use of
‘humour’, ‘danger’ ‘sound’ and offers some clear understanding.

Occasionally, the explanation is not really focused on the use of
language or structure and there are some narrative elements. The
points, although supported by relevant references, are not really
developed. This response sits firmly in the middle of Level 3.

Level 3

Total: 6 marks

ResultsPlus
o\

Examiner Tip
It is good practice to make points relating to the beginning, middle and
end of the text as this response does, but aim to develop ideas fully.
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¥ &{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

The candidate shows a clear, and, at times, thorough, understanding
and makes a number of relevant points about the use and effect of
listing, sensory language and the use of a semi-colon.

It is clear that the idiom ‘colourful language’ has not been understood,
but there is some exploration of the implications of ‘survival of the
fittest'.

This response meets all of the Level 3 criteria and there is some
exploration which lifts it into Level 4.

Level 4

Total: 8 marks

-
.

&\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The ending of the extract is quite significant but has not been covered
here; try to include the most important parts of the whole text in your

answer.
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/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This response contains a wide range of interesting points.

The candidate is discriminating in their selection of references and
offers analysis of a range of language and structural features. These
include the fact that the extract opens In media res, the use of tone
and humour, a close focus on, and analysis of, the use of ‘roaring/,
aural imagery, the implications of the verb ‘swerve’ and the ending of
the extract.

There is perceptive, detailed analysis and this response fulfils all of the
Level 5 criteria.

Level 5

Total: 12 marks

A\ ResultsPlus
—_

Examiner Tip
Writing down how much time should be spent on a particular question
can be useful in assisting time management.
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Question 5

This question provides the only assessment in the specification of AO3: Explore links and
connections between writers' ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed.

This question is the most demanding of those in Section A and, with 22 marks distributed
between five levels, carries almost half of the total marks available for reading. It is extremely
important that candidates allow sufficient time for a developed response. Perhaps because
of time constraints, there were a few candidates who did not attempt the question or who
wrote very brief responses and thereby missed the opportunity to gain a significant number
of marks. Careful time-management is crucial for success in this examination. Candidates
should factor in time to plan with care the points that they wish to make, in order to ensure
that they have a wide and balanced range.

Examiners recognise the challenge of the question but feedback from examiners showed
that the unseen passage worked extremely well with the Anthology text and gave candidates
at all levels the opportunity to identify a range of comparisons. One examiner reported that
there was ‘some very impressive comparison on show, with some candidates able to
illustrate a remarkably wide range of thoughtful ideas, supported by balanced quotation
from each text, and really impressive analysis of both the unseen and seen texts'.

Examiners reported that there was sometimes a tendency to list points of comparison rather
than explain/explore. This might stem from taking words like ‘varied’ or ‘comprehensive’ in
the mark scheme to mean ‘lots’ rather than ‘of various kinds'. Some candidates made a brief
plan, which often contributed to a more thoughtful, exploratory approach, based on key
elements of similarity or difference rather than an explanatory, chronological approach to
the texts.

At the lower end, candidates tended to focus on obvious links between the texts such as both
being about races, one being a race in the water whilst the other was on land, both being
first-person accounts. Often these answers gave a point, perhaps supported by a quotation
but with no development, quickly moving on to making another point.

Some candidates at this level retold the events of each text, sometimes with greater
emphasis on one text, rather than focusing on comparison or examining the perspectives
and experiences of the narrators. Yet others wrote about one text at some length before
moving on to the next, without really drawing any links between the two. Some candidates
wrote about two completely different elements of the texts, where no useful comparison
could be drawn.
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The more successful responses focused almost immediately on comparing specific details of
the extracts and looked at the writers’ perspectives as well as their ideas. Many candidates
identified the essential differences between Fogle as a participant and Levine as an
adventurous observer, with some pointing out that she did become a participant in the
second race of those following the donkey race.

Examiners noted that a good proportion of candidates wrote about Fogle's use of pathetic
fallacy at the start, linked this to his mood and a sense of foreboding and used it as a point of
contrast to Levine's scene-setting. Good contrasts were drawn between preparation for the
races and their outcomes. Examiners reported that candidates seemed to enjoy and engage
with Text One, often exploring it in some depth. However, they must be careful not to spend
too long on one text and risk losing the element of balance between the two, that is required
for higher-level marks.

At the top level, responses included perceptive analysis of settings/atmosphere, language,
structure, purpose and tone and explored the nuances and subtleties of the extracts. There
was often astute analysis of the contrast between Fogle's self-deprecation and his negative
and emotional experience, with Levine’s lively and enthusiastic recount.

Candidates also made perceptive points about the use of juxtaposition in each text in terms
of creating tension, the use of sound to intensify atmosphere and the idea that both
narrators felt like outsiders. Good points about the nature of the crowds and their impact on
proceedings worked well. In the response below the candidate looked skilfully at the effect of
the two writers’ use of language in depicting the crowd at their event:

‘Both writers describe the crowds as somewhat hostile. In Text One, Fogle uses the zoomorphism
‘roar of the crowd’ to make them seem cold and brutal and suggests they have reverted back to
harsh, primal instincts. Similar to this, in Text Two, Levine uses a semantic field of danger with
‘volatile’, ‘swallowed” and ‘nasty’ demonstrating the hostility of the people.’

Overall, the range of comparisons, depth of comment on both ideas and perspectives and
the use of appropriate references were all discriminators at this level and one examiner
noted that ‘there has been some beautiful exploration of language and comparison that is
quite astounding for a student to produce in such a limited time’.

There are different ways to approach this question, but examiners noted that the most
successful responses made each point a valid and appropriate comparison with supporting
references from both extracts; this led to the balance required for marks within Levels 4 and
5. Where candidates dealt with one passage at length before moving on to the second, they
often did not make many actual points of comparison.
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Feedback from examiners suggested that use of references can still be variable. Some
candidates used references within an almost entirely narrative response and offered no real
comment, others selected relevant quotations but then did little more than paraphrase them,
rather than offering any further explanation or expansion. More successful responses were
able to select pertinent words/phrases within the lines being discussed, embed them
effectively within their own sentences and, if looking at language features, offer some astute
analysis and make pertinent links between the texts.

It is important to remember, though, that language and structure are only two of the possible
elements that can be considered. Some candidates became side-tracked into exploring these
features of each text separately, at the expense of drawing out comparisons. Where
candidates focus on the writers' use of language and structure, the most successful
responses effectively link these elements to the ideas and perspectives.
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/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

The response begins with a useful-looking plan but the candidate does
not cover all points in their answer.

The candidate looks at how Fogle uses his own stubbornness and tries
to develop this a little, but the point about failure is not quite clear.

A better comparison is drawn between Fogle feeling ‘flushed with
embarrassment’ and Levine ‘[feeling] rather silly’.

This is a brief response that has attempted to compare texts. It is more
secure on Text 1 than Text 2 (the Anthology text). A mark in the lower
part of Level 2 is appropriate.

Level 2

Total: 6 marks

s ResultsPlus
LD

Examiner Tip
A brief plan can be very helpful but take time to revisit it.

Tick off the points that you have made, to ensure you have not missed
anything important in your answer.
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/'--.. Examiner Comments

This response looks at all of Text 1 followed by all of Text 2.

Reading through, it is up to the examiner to draw out some implicit
points of comparison which cover the start of each text, what happens
‘throughout the text’, effect on the reader and the end.

For Text 1 valid points are made about Fogle's perspective: he feels
disappointed and humiliated, the race is important to him, he is
overcome with nerves and the race turns out differently from how he
expected.

Relevant references are used and the response makes points across
the whole text. Quotations substantiate points throughout.

In Text 2, the candidate makes a range of points about Levine’s
perspective: she is excited and interested to see something new, has
an energetic tone, then later starts to lose hope.

Attempts to link points to the possible impact on the reader are quite
generic, but again, the whole text is covered and there are quotations
throughout.

The lack of explicit and clear comparisons keeps this response at the
lower end of Level 3.

Level 3

Total: 10 marks
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\

| Examiner Tip
The best approach to this question is to make every point one of clear
and explicit comparison.
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/'--.". Examiner Comments

Unlike the previous response, this one compares the texts all the way
through.

The response points out that, whilst Fogle is a participant, Levine is a
spectator; however, both texts are about ‘humorous, unorthodox’
events.

The use of the word ‘nostalgia’ is unclear but the candidate
understands that Fogle’s childhood was unhappy.

The response discusses the humour achieved through language
(Levine) and situation (Fogle).

The unfortunate endings of each event are considered and a
comparison drawn between Fogle’s battle analogy and Levine’s
mention of anarchy.

All of the Level 3 criteria are met.
Level 3

Total: 13 marks

ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
To achieve a mark in Level 4, aim to explore and develop points of
comparison.
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~ Examiner Comments
This response begins with a list of relevant points of comparison and
moves on to explain that Fogle is a competitor whilst Levine is a
spectator. Fogle's experience is seen as the reason for his use of
jargon.

The scene setting of both extracts is mentioned but the response only
makes a developed point about Text 1.

The changes in the tone of each text are outlined and the response
details each writer’s use of active verbs.

Personification in Text 1 is aligned with zoomorphism in Text 2.

The final paragraph considers similes and Fogle's semantic field of war
plus Levine's reference to ‘Formula One without rules.’

Quite a wide range of points is made, with comparison kept to the fore
throughout.

There is exploration of ideas and perspectives (compare the final
paragraph of this response with that of the previous answer) with
references mostly balanced, which leads to a mark towards the top of
Level 4.

Level 4

Total: 17 marks

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Aim to include evidence from both texts to support each point.
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The candidate makes a varied and comprehensive range of
comparisons, although some points are less developed than others.

The response begins with considering Fogle as participant versus
Levine as spectator and moves through points about both writers' use
of language and structural features.

The response also covers the unexpected endings, the focus on the
crowds, ideas on the respective tone and atmosphere of each text and
moves through to the writers’ feelings and perspectives at the end of
the races.

Pertinent references have been selected to support the points made
and this response is worthy of a mark firmly within Level 5.

Level 5

Total: 20 marks
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Question 6

This question, asking candidates to write a review of a memorable event which they had seen
or experienced, produced some varied and interesting real-life stories. One examiner
observed that ‘there was some impressive reviewing, with concerts, holiday destinations and
sporting events being the most common choices'.

This was, however, the less popular question and it may be that some candidates were not as
secure about the nature of the task. There was a tendency at lower levels for candidates’
responses to become almost entirely narrative, with little attempt to offer thoughts about
why the event was memorable or any significant judgements. It became clear that greater
focus had been given to the first bullet point of suggested content, rather than the second. It
is important to remember that all writing tasks on this paper are intended to be
transactional. One examiner noted that ‘responses at all levels were often interesting,
poignant and personal but a lack of understanding of the purpose and form let some
candidates down’. An awareness of the conventions of the given form, as well as an
awareness of audience, can help candidates to make appropriate language choices, which
will lead to apt register and tone.

Less successful responses tended to recount an event in a straightforward and factual
manner, with limited use of strategies to engage the reader. Where opinion was offered, it
was not always linked directly to the event but to elements like the weather. There was
usually an obvious structure although paragraphing and control of punctuation were weaker
features.

There were some candidates in the mid-range who spent too much time on the build-up to,
or the aftermath of, the event rather than focusing on the main moments of significance.
Responses at this level were often chronologically-structured and contained more focus on
description (often clear and developed) than evaluation, although there might be some
useful suggestions offered to readers or a ‘star-rating’ added at the end. Whilst paragraphing
and spelling were generally sound, examiners noted a prevalence of comma-splicing and a
limited range of punctuation.

At the top level, candidates produced lively, articulate and very convincing reviews, often with
engaging touches of humour, that could well have earned a place within a magazine! One
examiner reported the pleasure of marking responses ‘that managed to capture that
beautiful middle-ground between writing to inform and writing to entertain that is
characteristic of the best reviews’ and was delighted to find ‘the odd Jay Rayner or Michael
Billington coming through'. These responses were not only detailed and sophisticated in their
description but made sustained efforts to review different elements of the event and
provided advice and recommendations.
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L Examiner Comments
There is clear communication and appropriate use of form, style and
register.

The response includes a description of a memorable event and offers
some opinion, though no judgement. This is quite a narrative approach
with the writer as observer.

There is a clear structure with an overview, plus details of clothing and
dancing and those attending the wedding, in order to maintain the
reader’s interest. A poignant note is introduced regarding the step-dad
(‘when he was still healthy’) but the candidate does not dwell on this
here. There is development and connection of ideas - though it lacks
paragraphs - and a range of vocabulary (‘elegant’, ‘entwined’,
‘exhausted’). The spelling is quite accurate and there is some variety in
sentence structures. Overall, the response sits securely within Level 3
for each AO.

Level 3

Total: 25 marks

A ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Pay close attention to the given form of a piece of writing; in this case a
review should include some opinion/judgement.
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~ Examiner Comments
This response has been produced by a confident writer who has
shown the ability to communicate successfully and clearly throughout
and offers some opinion and judgement.

The response is arranged into four paragraphs and follows a clear
structure with details about the resort, the surrounding nature, the
rainforest, and the experience of jumping into the pool from a height.
Each paragraph is introduced deliberately (‘One of the reasons’;
‘However, probably the most unforgettable part’), there is a range of
deliberately constructed sentences and quite a wide vocabulary with
mostly correct spelling (‘gushing’, ‘treks’, ‘unique’, ‘expanded,
‘debating)).

Overall, the response meets all of the Level 3 criteria for both AOs and
just begins to meet those in Level 4. Had the ideas been more fully
developed, a mark more securely into Level 4 would have been
possible.

Level 4

Total: 30 marks

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
For marks securely within Level 4 aim to develop ideas and consider
how to craft sentences for effect.
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Examiner Comments

This response is approaching the top end of Level 4 for both AOs.

It is deliberately structured with an introductory paragraph, a train
journey, a visit to a market, the main event itself - the concert - the
train journey home again.

Throughout, there are review elements with judgement about each
aspect of the day and suggestions to readers as to how they might
improve their experience on a similar outing.

There are some deliberate uses of sentence construction such as the
single sentence paragraph, ‘That was it." to mark the end of the
concert.

The response uses a wide vocabulary, which is correctly spelt on the
whole (‘surreal’, ‘frantically’, ‘overwhelming’, ‘chaotic’).

The reader of the review is kept in mind both with the suggestions and
also the engaging description of the concert itself - ‘I wished | could
live in this moment forever'.

Overall, there is a secure realisation of the task and effective use of
style, tone and register.

Level 4

Total: 35 marks

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Note how in this response there is very clear evidence that this is a
review with judgements, opinions, recommendations and advice all
included.
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Question 7

This task was by far the more popular of the two writing questions and invited candidates to
write the text for a speech expressing views on the statement ‘Too much emphasis is,
perhaps, placed on the idea of winning. It can be just as important to take part and try hard'".
There was a strong sense from examiners that this task was approached well and with
confidence, that many candidates enjoyed writing their speeches and demonstrated passion
and sincerity in the expression of their views. As one examiner noted: ‘They were a joy and a
privilege to read'.

Most candidates took the stance that winning was not the most important thing, putting
together encouraging, and often uplifting, speeches. However, there were some entertaining
(and often witty) pieces that took a contrary opinion and argued passionately for the idea
that winning is far more important than taking part and that the ‘everyone is a winner’
attitude helps no one.

At the lower end, candidates sometimes lost sight of the form, took quite a narrow view of
winning as applying solely to sporting competitions and seemed unsure of their own
opinions when trying to consider opposing views. Some responses at this level were limited
by candidates’ erratic control of punctuation and a lack of clear, overall structure.

At the mid-level, candidates employed a suitable tone and register and most had a very clear
idea of what the form required, although one examiner pointed out that candidates could
consider moving away from the ‘Good evening/afternoon, | am here to speak about...
openings. They might, perhaps, reflect on how use of a question or strong statement or brief
anecdote might be more engaging or impactful. There are alternative ways of indicating that
the writing is meant to be a speech eg with direct address to the audience.

Again, there were plenty of sporting stories and ‘quotations’ from inspirational figures but
also a broader look at what winning might mean in different areas of life as suggested by the
first bullet point of the question. There were frequent references to famous ‘winners’ both
sporting and in the world of technology but more engaging were those that wrote about a
moment of personal or believable triumph eg the candidate who won a speaking
competition or someone who proved to their family that they were capable of more than
expected. Sometimes imagined ‘facts’ and ‘statistics’ were included but these, along with the
aforementioned ‘quotations’, need to be used sparingly and judiciously. Devices such as lists
of three and rhetorical questions were commonly used to good effect.
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At the top end, one examiner said that ‘l enjoyed some pieces that had a very stylish and
mature circularity, ending with a reference back to an earlier point, and | felt encouraged by
the humanity of much of the writing’. Candidates spoke about winning on a larger scale
(overcoming illness or difficulties, taking on new challenges, feeling happy and fulfilled at
home or work) and looked at how what is meant by ‘winning’ may change throughout a
person’s life.

Some candidates explored how people can learn from failure and how many eventual
winners have arrived at that point after numerous disappointments. Others talked about
progress/development being more important than winning and expressed perceptive ideas
about the need to focus on the things that really matter, rather than trophies and certificates.
At this level, responses were eloquent and sophisticated and used appropriately challenging
vocabulary and a variety of well-crafted sentence structures - often a discriminator.

Final feedback on the writing questions:

To achieve the highest level in AO4, writing needs to be ‘perceptive’, ‘subtle’ and
‘sophisticated’ and there should be a clear focus on the appropriate form.

For AO5, candidates should consider the ordering of their ideas, write in clear paragraphs
and aim to link them effectively. There needs to be accuracy but also a ‘strategic’ use of an
‘extensive vocabulary’. Candidates should not avoid using an ambitious vocabulary because
they fear making spelling errors.They should also aim for an assured and controlled use of a
range of carefully-crafted sentence structures ‘to achieve particular effects’. Those who did
achieve higher-level marks frequently opened their piece with an intriguing question, a
powerful statement or a short sentence and proceeded to explore and develop their ideas
with fluency, clarity and enthusiasm.
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\'/ / ResultsPlus
/'--.'; Examiner Comments

This candidate tries hard to respond to the requirements of the
question: the opening paragraph establishes that this is a speech
about winning, although the range of ideas considered is rather limited
by the relatively narrow focus on playing school sports.

There is some lack of clarity at times, as the candidate finds it difficult
to convey points, but there is some awareness of purpose and reader,
with straightforward use of form, tone and register.

The piece has a fairly simple structure, but the ideas are ordered and
paragraphs are used.

Although there are spelling errors, some of the vocabulary used is
spelt correctly, but control of punctuation is not consistent. Marks for
both AOs are placed in the middle of Level 2.

Level 2

Total: 13 marks

)\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Taking time to make a brief plan can help you to organise your writing.
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p / ResultsPlus
/--.". Examiner Comments

This candidate communicates clearly with a sustained sense of
audience and purpose and uses an appropriate form and register
throughout.

The inclusion of an anecdote adds to the interest of the piece.
Paragraphing helps to make meaning clear and there is an attempt to
adapt and craft some sentences; although occasional syntactical errors
do sometimes impact fluency, they do not impede clarity.

Marks for this response have to be awarded on a best-fit basis and it is
given full marks within Level 3 for both AOs.

Level 3

Total: 28 marks
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Y ‘{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

The candidate aims to engage the reader straight away with a series of
questions in the opening paragraph and then goes on to discuss some
interesting ideas stimulated by those questions.

An anecdote is used effectively to illustrate the argument that the
candidate is developing.

There is a secure realisation of purpose and use of register is
particularly effective.

The mark for AO4 is firmly within Level 4.

Ideas are managed and there is quite a wide vocabulary, but errors in
spelling and punctuation keep this at the bottom of Level 4 for AO5.

Level 4

Total: 33 marks

'/ \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
Consider what strategies you could use to engage your reader right
from the start.
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\/ / ResultsPlus
/--.‘: Examiner Comments

The candidate poses a question in the opening paragraph and
provides a possible answer in a skilfully constructed start to this
assured - and at times sophisticated - response.

An anecdote is used thoughtfully and effectively to illustrate the
argument being developed and the candidate presents a range of
perceptive and subtle points.

Communication is perceptive as the candidate manipulates a range of
complex ideas.

An extensive vocabulary is used and there is some sophisticated
crafting of sentence structures.

This response sits securely within Level 5 for both AOs.
Level 5

Total: 43 marks

&  ResultsPlus
<D

Examiner Tip
Note how the candidate uses personal experience as a link to a wider
theme.
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Paper Summary

1.

Based on their performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Be aware of the different assessment objectives to ensure that you focus your answers
specifically on the varying question requirements.

Highlight the relevant lines in the text for Q01-03 to ensure that your answers come from
the correct part.

Answer Q02 in your own words as far as possible; do not copy out large chunks of the text.

Aim to make four clear and distinct points. They can be set out separately but must be
written in full and complete sentences.

You should make five clear points for QO03; brief quotations can be used to support these
points but quotations without explanation are not sufficient. Do not spend time analysing
the language of the quotations. Points can be set out separately but must be in full and
complete sentences and offer some interpretation.

Do not waste time on a general introduction or summative conclusion in Q04 - every
sentence should be earning marks. Consider the effects of language and structure
features within the context of the given extract in this question. Ensure that you focus on
the question and avoid simply giving an overview; highlighting key words in the question
can help.

Make a range of comparative points in Q05. Rather than simply compare the ideas or
events within the texts, try to link similar elements such as content, theme, tone, purpose,
narrative voice, language and support points with relevant quotations or textual
references. Ensure that references are balanced across both texts.

Take time to make a brief plan for the higher tariff questions (Q05 and Q06 or Q07) and
use it. Consider the given form and audience for the writing task and use these to inform
register and tone. Try to use a wide vocabulary and varied sentence structures. Think
carefully about how you can engage the reader right at the start and consider how you will
end. This will help you to produce a structured, cohesive and complete piece of writing.
Allow time to proof-read in order to achieve the highest possible degree of accuracy.

Read all instructions carefully. Consider the marks allocated to each question and plan
your time accordingly so that you are able to attempt every question. Try not to spend too
much time on the low-tariff questions.

Take great care with handwriting so that it is legible and avoid using a very thick pen: this
can obscure letter formation and the ink can smudge or leak through into subsequent

pages.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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