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Introduction 
 
The examination is made up of 3 Tasks (A, B and C). The topic chosen for Task A must be different 
from the topic selected at random by Pearson for Task B. The topic for Task C, also selected at 
random by Pearson, will be different from both of the previous topics in Task A and B. If any topic 
are the same, the task(s) will be discounted and the student will receive zero marks for that task(s).  
 
Assessment times for the Tasks are as follows: 

•  Task A: 2 to 3 minutes 
•  Task B: 3 to 3 minutes 30 seconds 
•  Task C: 3 to 3 minutes 30 seconds 

 
The total assessment time is 8-10 minutes. If the assessment time exceeds 10 minutes, only the first 
10 minutes will be assessed. 

 
Task A  
 
Any 3 out of 5 topics for each Candidate are tested. 
 
5 questions in total including 3 compulsory questions and 2 follow up questions. 
 
In order to enable students to develop their responses, teachers are allowed to use prompts for 
questions. Only the following three prompts may be used: 

• 为什么（不）呢？Why (not)? 

• 还有吗？Anything else? 

• 你还有时间，请继续。 You still have time, please continue. 
 
There must be no other supplementary questions and teachers must not deviate from these 
prompts. 
 
Task B & C  
 
Any 3 out of 5 topics for each Candidate are tested. 
 
For each conversation teachers should: 

• Ask open questions. 
• Ask questions at an appropriate level for the student’s ability. 
• Link the questions to the previous response as far as possible. 
• Elicit a range of timeframe (past, present and future), structures and vocabulary. 
• Elicit opinions and justifications. 
• Provide students with an opportunity to expand. 
• Respect timings. 

 
For examples of these questions, please see the Sample Assessment Materials document, which is 
available on our website. Teachers must mirror the style of questions in the sample assessment 
materials but not replicate them. 
 
 
 
 
 



Paper Summary 
 
Based on their performance in this paper, students are offered the following advice: 
 

• Using language to create an effect. 

• Manipulating language, including familiar, high-frequency and simple language, to respond 
to unfamiliar/unexpected contexts and purposes. 

• Using language to express thoughts, ideas, feeling and emotions. 

• Using language to inform and narrate ideas, thoughts and points of view to maintain 
interest. 

• Applying a variety of vocabulary and structures to maintain interest. 

• Using language effectively to achieve more complex purposes, for example to interest, to 
convince. 
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