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Introduction

Candidates appeared to find the paper accessible and were able to complete the paper in the
given time. For the majority of the questions candidates were well prepared and were able to
apply their knowledge, analyse and evaluate responses to questions. However, as in previous
series a number of candidates are still struggling with the 'State' and 'Outline' questions.

Many candidates had gained a great deal of knowledge and understanding from studying the
course. Although there are a number of candidates who it appears do not read the questions
and give detailed knowledge of the topic. All scenarios for the paper are real life businesses,
and some may interest candidates more than others.

It is worth remembering that questions can be taken from any part of the specification,
therefore candidates should ensure that they are familiar with all sections. From some of the
clips seen some candidates had not covered the full specification.
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Question 1 (b)

This question proved to be more difficult for some candidates to answer, by not being able to
'define' what the term franchise actually meant. Only a small proportion of the candidates
gained the mark available. A number of responses mentioned 'it is a chain of businesses with
same name, logo etc' which is not a definition. Candidates must ensure that they give a true
definition of the term.

It is worth practising these types of questions to allow candidates to understand the
difference between a definition and an explanation of the term.

This response does not give a clear definition of what a franchise is.

0 mark.

Response given is a definition of franchise and worthy of a mark.

1 mark
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Question 1 (c)

Another define question where candidates were asked to define 'profit'. This question was
answered slightly better by candidates than question 1b. As mentioned candidates should try
and avoid using the word in the definition in their response. Defining profit as money you
make is not clear and not a specific definition.

The response is not a clear definition of the term profit.

0 mark

Response is a definition of profit. Profit = revenue – total costs.

1 mark
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Question 1 (d)

The first of the 'State' questions, where candidate must relate their response to the business
of why TUI would pay its employees above the minimum wage. As in previous series many
candidates will give a correct answer, however it will not be in context of TUI and therefore
will not gain the mark available. Also just putting TUI in the response does not mean it is in
context as TUI is in the question.

The response clearly understands the reason why TUI pays its
employees above the minimum wage, but there is no reference to TUI
about holidays, cruises etc.

0 mark

Make sure that a 'state' or 'outline' question is in context.
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Response is not in the context of Tui, even though is mentioned. If the
response had included the name of a competitor that would have put
it in context.

0 mark
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Question 1 (e)

The first of the calculate questions. Candidates should be encouraged to show all their
workings for all calculation questions. They can gain a mark for the correct working out of the
answer even though the actual answer might not be correct. Candidates should also be
encouraged to ensure that they write their answer on the dotted line at the bottom of the
box, so the examiner can clearly see what the answer is. It is also worth reiterating to
candidates to ensure that their figures are easily recognisable, thus avoiding any confusion
by the examiner.

Most candidates are able to answer the calculate question gaining full marks.
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This is a good example of what some candidates do when answering
this type of question.

The correct answer is there in the middle of the box, but for some
reason when the response was written on the dotted lines the
candidate has missed off the decimals point.

So the answer is wrong.

0 mark

Ensure that the answer is written correctly on the dotted lines.
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The candidate's response includes only part of the answer.

Therefore worthy of 1 mark.
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Question 1 (f)

This question is the first of the 'explain' questions. The question requires candidates to
'Explain one of the factors in Herzberg's motivational theory'. This seemed to be a question
that some candidates struggled with. There are two factors, one is motivational and the other
one is hygiene. Once a candidate has decided on which one of the factors it then needs to be
developed to gain the 3 marks available. Most candidates appeared to have confused the
factors but some were able to give valid reasoning of the factor chosen.

It is important that candidates do read the question to ensure that they know what answer
they are going to give. This ensures that they answer what the question asks for.

This response demonstrates accurate knowledge of the hygiene factor
of Herzber's motivation theory and gained 2 marks.

3 marks

Centres are encouraged to ensure that for 'explain' questions
candidates only need to explain one factor as opposed to listing.
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A detailed explanation of Herzberg's Motivation theory and
application.

3 marks
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Question 1 (g)

An 'analyse' question which tests two of the Assessment Objectives, or AO's. These being AO2
'Application' and AO3 'Analysis'. Therefore to gain the marks available candidates need to
demonstrate both of these skills within their answer.

This is the first question in the paper that is marked by Levels. Candidates were asked to
'analyse' the benefits for TUI from including health and safety training for its employees in
their induction training. For candidates to gain the marks available they need to apply the
information and then analyse it. Often candidates tended to describe what health and safety
training was and did not relate it to TUI. The majority of candidates gained a Level 2 mark for
this question.

It is worth reminding candidates that examiners will look at their response 'holistically'. This
means have they applied their knowledge to the scenario and have they analysed the
information. A decision will then be made as to where the response 'best fits' into the Levels.

Candidates are reminded that there are no marks for knowledge in this question and their
response must be in the context of TUI.
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This response clearly understands the benefits for TUI from including
health and safety training for its employees in their induction training.
Stating that the employees are satisfied with the training, reference to
customers on holiday and their safety is important.

The response shows that there is sound application of knowledge and
business understanding.

Level 3 – 5 marks
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Limited appliction of the benefits of TUI from including health and
safety training. No development of the benefits for the business,
mainly comments on the employees.

Level 1 – 2 marks
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Question 2 (a)

Another 'state' question where candidates were asked to state one possible reason why TUI
would want to keep its customers loyal. For candidates to gain the mark available they must
put their response in context. Often candidates will give an answer that is correct, but not in
the context of TUI, so therefore will not gain the mark available.

It is well worth practising these types of questions so that candidates are fully aware of what
is required in their response.

The response is correct as to why TUI would want to keep its
customers loyal. It is a 'state' question so the response needed to be in
context, the comment towards the end about revisit the hotel, puts it
in context.

1 mark
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Again a good response and in context, holidays is not in the question
so the candidate has taken it from the stem of the question.

1 mark.
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Question 2 (b)

Another 'state' question where candidates were asked to state one possible reason why TUI
would employ casual employees. As mentioned previously state questions are AO2
(Application) hence there must be some evidence of application or context within the
response. Most candidates gave a valid reason but there were a number that did not put the
response in context of TUI, and therefore did not gain the mark.

It is certainly well worth candidates practising these types of questions to ensure they fully
understand what is required in the question.

The response is worthy of a mark as it is in context, the mentioning of
customers wanting to hire cars is relevant.

1 mark

The response is not in context.

0 mark

19 Int GCSE Business 4BS1 02



Question 2 (c)

An 'explain' question. This response does not have to be in context of TUI. The Assessment
Objective being tested is AO1 (Knowledge). Candidates were asked to give one reason why
businesses employ people with disabilities. Most candidates understood why businesses do
employ people with disabilities and were able to develop their response. A number related
their response to TUI which is acceptable although not asked for.

If a candidates gives more than one reason then they are unable to gain the full marks, the
question asks for one reason and the reason should then be developed to gain the further
two marks. Again it is recommended that candidates read the question a couple of times
before beginning to answer to ensure that they fully understand what is required.

A clear reason given for why businesses employ people with
disabilities and a reason why.

3 marks awarded.
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This response gives one reason why businesses employ people with a
disability but there is no development.

1 mark
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Question 2 (d)

An 'explain' question which required knowledge and does not need to be in context. The
question asked for one benefit to a business of having a short chain of command. Most
candidates understood the reason why and then developed their response. Most gained the
three marks available for this question.

The response includes one reason why having a short chain of
command is beneficial, because communication is quicker. This is then
developed by commenting on messages are sent faster, resulting in
less mistakes.

3 marks
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Very little detail is given in this response and it is not clear what the
benefit is.

0 mark
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Question 2 (e)

This question is another 'explain' question where one important piece of information that
should be included in a job advertisement in a newspaper. Perhaps candidates are not aware
of what a newspaper is and therefore did not answer the question in detail. The question
requires knowledge and as mentioned earlier does not have to be in context.

Most responses understood some information that should be included but then did not
develop their response.

The candidates has referred to hours of work that should be included
in a job advertisement which is relevant and then justifies the reason
why for the choice.

3 marks
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The response clearly understands that to attract future employees the
salary needs to be acceptable. The response is in context but as the
question is an 'explain' it does not have to be and is not negatively
marked.

3 marks
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Question 2 (f)

This is the first question where candidates have to choose between two options, either
competition pricing, or promotional pricing. The question asks candidates to consider one
option, however if candidates compare the two options that is acceptable. Candidates should
be careful to avoid giving detailed knowledge of the option or two options, as there are no
knowledge marks available for this question, even though it is Level marked.

This question asks candidates to 'justify' either of the options and as the question is marked
to Levels 'evaluative' (Assessment Objective 4) AO4 comments are now required. Again
candidates should read through the scenario first and then the question so that they fully
understand what the question is about. This can avoid candidates just giving detailed
knowledge of the two options.

There were some candidates that confused the two options and what they actually are.
Again, if candidates do need to write on additional sheets they must indicate clearly on the
question so that examiners are aware. Also ensuring on the additional pages they put the
question number they are answering.
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The response has a clear understanding of the two types of pricing and
justifies why each one would be chosen with a reason why. Relevant
comments are made about each option showing sound application of
knowledge and understanding. However there are limited
interconnected points and chains of reasoning. Gaining a Level 3.

Level 3 – 7 marks

28Int GCSE Business 4BS1 02



29 Int GCSE Business 4BS1 02



The response shows knowledge of the two pricing options, but with
limited development and evaluative comments.

Level 2 – 4 marks

30Int GCSE Business 4BS1 02



Question 3 (a)

A 'define' question where candidates were asked to define the term 'multinationals'. Most
candidates clearly understood what the question asked and were able to give a correct
definition.

As mentioned previously candidates should try and avoid using the word in the response,
showing that they clearly understand what the question is asking.

Response worthy of a mark giving a definition of multinationals.

1 mark
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Response is not a clear definition.

0 mark
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Question 3 (b)

An 'outline' question which is very similar to a 'state' question where candidates have to put
their response in the context of the business. 'Outline' questions are AO2 (Application)
questions. To score the two marks available there must be development of the response as
well as it being applied to the scenario.

This question was not well answered by the majority of candidates. Most were ale to give a
reason, but did not put it in context of TUI. Again as mentioned previously using the word TUI
does not put it in context, and also using phrases from the question does not put the answer
in context.

The response is in context by mentioning bookings in Greece and
Turkey and the comment is developed by the travel agencies will sell
more holidays.

2 marks.
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This response understands that paying commission will motivate
employees but there is no context other than TUI, which is in the
question.

1 mark
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Question 3 (c)

Another calculation question, where candidates had to calculate the current ratio for TUI in
2022. Again as mentioned previously candidates should be encouraged to ensure that their
answer is written in the box and preferably on the dotted lines at the bottom of the square.
This enables examiners to clearly see the answer. It is also worth mentioning about ensuring
that the figures the candidate has written are clearly visible.

Most candidates were able to gain the two marks available.
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The candidate has not followed what the question asked for.
'Calculate, to two decimal places ...'

The answer is correct but not to the decimal places required. Hence
the the candidate did not gain a mark.

0 mark
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The candidate clearly understands how to work the calculation out and
has put the answer on the dotted line.

2 marks
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Question 3 (d)

This was another 'analyse' question as mentioned earlier testing AO2 (Application) and AO3
(Analysis). Thus for candidates to gain the full marks available they need to demonstrate both
of these skills with their response.

Candidates were asked to analyse the effect on TUI customers of an increase in interest
rates. To gain the marks available candidates needed to apply the information and then
analyse. Quite often on this question candidates saw the word TUI and make comments
about how the increase in interest rates would affect TUI and not mentioning customers.
Again it is important for candidates to fully understand what the question is asking.

Examiners will look at each response 'holistically', – has the candidate applied their
knowledge to the question and have they analysed the information? A decision will then be
made as to where the response 'best fits' with regard to the Levels.

Candidates must be aware that there are no marks available for knowledge, and the
response must be in the context of TUI.

The response includes the effect on TUI customers of an increase in
interest rates and then analysis the effect, although there was limited
interconnected points with logical chains of reasoning.

Level 3 – 5 marks
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The response is very limited and understands that people will not be
able to gain any more loans because the interest rates have risen. This
is developed by the comment that they will have to have money rather
than spending it on holidays.

Level 2 – 3 marks
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Question 3 (e)

The second option question where candidates have to 'justify' which of the two options
would be the best for TUI to check which method is the best for customer feedback from
their holidays, hotel stays and cruises. As in question 2f many candidates will begin by
describing both methods, giving advantages and disadvantages of each. As mentioned
previously there are no 'knowledge' marks on this question. Quite often in candidates’
responses they confuse the two methods. Candidates should be reminded that they do not
need to give reasons or justification for both options, one is acceptable. This question is
marked to Levels and therefore candidates are encouraged to give evaluative comments for
their chosen option and why it would be more suitable.

40Int GCSE Business 4BS1 02



41 Int GCSE Business 4BS1 02



The response includes information about the choice of option one and
the benefits and disadvantages of the option but there is no
development and justification and this is also similar for option two. If
the response had developed the comments it may have moved into a
higher level.

Level 2 – 5 marks
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Response is very limited on the use of the internet. The answer is not
developed.

Level 1 – 1 mark
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Question 4 (a)

The final calculation question, and as previously mentioned candidates should be
encouraged to show their workings out on all calculation questions. They could gain a mark
even if the final answer is not correct. As mentioned previously candidates should put their
answer on the dotted lines at the bottom of the box. Also, if the question asks for two
decimal places then candidates should ensure their answer is to two decimal places. Again, it
is also worth reiterating to candidates that they should take care to ensure that their figures
are easily recognisable, to avoid any confusion by the examiner.

Most candidates answered the question well and were able to gain the two marks available.
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Response has reduced the number of decimal points from 2 to 1. So
therefore the answer on the dotted line is incorrect.

However, the working out is correct.

1 mark
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Response is worthy of full marks as correct answer.

2 marks
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Question 4 (b)

This question was not as well answered as expected. A number of candidates did not
understand what the Boston Matrix meant and therefore unable to answer the question.
This was another 'analyse' question where candidates had to analyse how TUI could make
use of the Boston Matrix to review the holidays it offers. Some candidates gave a very
detailed description of the Boston Matrix but did not apply it to TUI. Candidates should show
application of knowledge and analysis in their response to this question.

The response shows limited knowledge of the Boston Matrix and there
is very little development to gain the higher level.

level 2 – 3 marks
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The response clearly shows knowledge of the Boston Matrix and
develops the comments made.

Level 3 – 6 marks
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Question 4 (c)

The final question of the paper which is marked to all four Assessment Objectives,
Knowledge (AO1), Application (AO2), Analysis (AO3) and Evaluation (AO4). Candidates should
be encouraged to develop their response to ensure that they can gain the most marks
available. Candidates were asked to evaluate the benefits for TUI of providing quality service.
A variety of very valid comments were made by candidates, giving reasons and justification
for their decisions gaining the higher level.
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From the response, the candidate has made very valid comments
about TUI providing quality service. The information is then analysed
and developed showing that there is accurate knowledge and
understanding. There are some interconnected points, however there
are limited evaluative comments to move the response to the higher
level.
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From the response, the candidate has made very valid comments
about TUI providing quality service, however, these points are then
analysed and evaluated to gain the higher level.

Level 2 – 5 marks
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Paper Summary

Centres are offered the following advice:

Understand the formulas at the front of the examination paper
'Justify' questions do not need to consider both options
'State' and 'Outline' question require context of the scenario in the response if they are to
gain the full marks available
'Explain' questions do not need context of the scenario
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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