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General Marking Guidance 
  
  

• All candidates must receive the same 
treatment.  Examiners must mark the first candidate in 
exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 
must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do 
rather than penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme 
not according to their perception of where the grade 
boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 
scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award 
zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of 
credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded 
and exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application 
of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team 
leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the 
candidate has replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paper 1 marking principles for Sections A and B Candidate responses 
 

• For open-response questions, the candidate does not have to write in full 
sentences. If appropriate, they may respond using single words or phrases. 

• There are no marks for quality of language in this paper, so errors and 
omissions in spelling and grammar will be tolerated as long as they do not 
interfere with communication. 

• Consider only as many elements as there are marks, for example for a 1-
mark answer, the candidate’s first response is taken for assessment, even if 
this response is incorrect but the correct information follows as a further 
element. Where 2 marks are available, award the individual marks discretely 
but apply the order of elements rule. 

• Written responses in the wrong language cannot be awarded a mark. 
 
 
Guidance to examiners on understanding and applying the mark scheme 
 

• Alternative ways of giving the same answer are indicated with a slash (/) in 
between the alternative responses, for example: It’s cheap/affordable. 

• Where appropriate, responses are separated with ‘AND’ for compulsory 
answers and ‘OR’ for possible answers. 

• Any parts of an answer that are not essential are bracketed, for example: Q: 
What did he study? A: (He studied) Maths. 

• Candidates are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed, and 
these should be considered as acceptable if they convey the correct answer. 

• All possible answers have the correct amount of marks appropriate for the 
information required indicated in brackets. 

• Suggested incorrect answers are indicated in the ‘Reject’ column. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paper 1: Reading, Writing and Translation mark scheme 
 
Section A 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

Example: D  
1(a) A (1) 
1(b) B (1) 
1(c) G (1) 
1(d) H (1) 
1(e) M (1) 
1(f) F (1) 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

Example: Tomal  
2(a) Tomal and Nargis (2) 
2(b) Nargis (1) 
2(c) Nargis and Shaon (2) 
2(d)   
2(e) Shaon (1) 
2(f) Nargis and Shaon (2) 



Question 
number 

Answer Accept Reject 
 

Mark 

3(a) েষােলা বছর                      (1) েষােলা/১৬  সাত/ছয় 
 

(1) 

3(b) েসলাই কারখানায়                (1) 
AND 
নবম ে�িণেত                     (1) 

গারেম� ফয্া�িরেত 

 
৯ম ে�িণ/৯ম �ােস 
 

অেটািরকশায়/কারখানায় 
 
�াস েষােলােত 

 

(2) 

3(c) অেটািরকশাচালক                 (1) 
AND 
অেনক টাকা                        (1) 

িস এন িজ �াইভার  
 
অেনক েবিশ/েবিশ টাকা 
 

িরকশাচালক/অেটা 
 
জােনন না 
 

(2) 

3(d)  (আনুমািনক) প�াশজন           (1) 
 AND 
 জাতীয় িশশ‍ িদবস                 (1) 

 রুȝিবনা ও জিন/সাইম ও হাসান 
 
 িশশ‍ িদবস 

 আন��মণ  
 
 উৎসব 

(2) 

3(e)  বড়                                 (1) িঢেলঢালা/বড় মােপর/বড় 
আকােরর 

 েছাট (1) 

3(f)  সু�র                               (1) 
 AND 
 ওপর েথেক েদখা                 (1) 

 অনয্রকম   
 
 দূর েথেক েদখেত পারা 
 

 েমে�ােরল 
  
 বাইেরর দৃশয্ 

(2) 

3(g)  যখন খুিশ তখন েমে�ােরেল চড়েব       
(1) 
AND 
 অেনক পির�ম কের টাকা আয় করেব  
(1) 

 (যখন ইে�) েমে�ােরেল উঠেব 

 
  
 অেনক টাকা উপাজর্ ন করেব 
  

েমে�ােরল/ পির�ম 
করেব 
 
কাজ/ পির�ম করেব/ 
েমে�ােরল  
  

  (2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 
number 

Answer Accept Reject 
 

Mark 

4(a)(i)  দুইবার                         (1) দুবার/২ বার 
 

�থমবার/একবার 
 

(1) 

4(a)(ii)  ১৯১২ সােল                    (1) ১৯১২-এ 
 

১৮৭৮ সেন 
 

(1) 

4(a) (iii) তাঁর আৎমȝীেয়র বাসায় িছেলন    (1) তাঁর আৎমȝীয় িছেলা 
 

ভাইেয়র সােথ িছেলন 
 

(1) 

4(a) (iv) আইন িবষেয়                     (1) ‘ল’ িনেয়/আইন িবভােগ ল�ন ইউিনভািসর্িটেত (1) 

4(a) (v) (িনেচর েযেকােনা দুিট) 
 বািড়িট উদয্ােনর সামেন       (1) 
 or 
েলখক বািড়েত েপিয়ং েগ� িছেলন 
(1) 
or 
বািড়ওয়ালা ডা�াির কেরন     (1) 

 
বািড়িট পােকর্ র সামেন/েলখক 
বািড়েত েপিয়ং েগ� িছেলন  
 
বািড়র মািলক িচিকৎসা 
কেরন/ডা�ার   

 
ল�েন 
 
আইন েপশায়   

(2) 

   

4(a)(vi) অেনক শীত/মািট উবর্র নয়    (1)   ঠা�ার �েকাপ/অনুবর্র মািট পাথুের মািট  (1) 

4(a)(vii) (িনেচর েযেকােনা দুিট) 
বগেল ছািত িনেয় হুস হুস কের 
চেলন/কােরা িদেক েকান �ে�প 
েনই/সময় তােদর ফাঁিক িদেয় েযন না 

পালায়                        (1) 
উে�গ িনেয় (বয্� হেয়) চলা/শীেতর 
সােথ লড়াই করা (গরম কাপড় পরা) 
(1)  

  
 (ছািত হােত) িনেজর েখয়ােল  
 চলা 
 
 বয্� পথ চলা 
 েবিশ কাপড় পরা 
  
 

মানুষ েদখেত েদখেত 
পথ চেল  
 
 
অেনক খাবার খায় 
 
 

(2) 

4(a)(viii) অেনক খাবার েখেত হেব      (1)  েবিশ কের খাবার েখেত হেব গরম কাপড় পরেত 
হেব 

(1) 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Section B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(b)(i) েলখাপড়া িনেয় বয্� থাকা/ নতুন 
িজিনেসর সােথ পিরিচত হওয়া       (1) 
AND 
 
সহপাঠীেদর সং�ৃিতর বয্াপাের জানেত 
হেব/আেশপােশ ঘুের েদখেত হেব  (1) 

িনয়িমত েলখাপড়া করেত 
হেব/নতুন িকছুর সােথ 
পিরিচত হওয়ার সুেযাগ 
খঁুজেত হেব    
সময় িনেয় সহপাঠীেদর 
স�েকর্  জানেত হেব/ 
কয্া�ােসর �ােব েযাগ 
িদেত হেব 

আৎমȝীয়�জেনর সােথ 
েযাগােযাগ করেত 
হেব  
 
িভ� সং�ৃিতর তাই 
বিহরাগত েভেব 
আলাদা থাকেত হেব  

(2) 

4(b)(ii) �িতিদেনর কােজর একটা রুȝিটন করা 
(1) 
AND 
  
নানা রকম চয্ােলে�র েমাকােবলার   
 মাধয্েম আৎমȝিব�াস বাড়ােনা/নতুন  
 িবষেয় মেনােযাগ ৈতির করা         (1) 

কাজ জিমেয় না েরেখ 
সময়মেতা েসের েফলেত 
হেব 
 
িবিভ� অিভ�তা লাভ করা  
 

 এেলােমেলাভােব  
 কাজ করেত হেব  
  
  
আৎমȝিব�াস ও 
মেনােযাগ ন� হয়/ 
জীবেনর উ�য়ন/ আৎম-
উ�য়ন    

(2) 



General Guidance on Using Levels-based Mark Schemes 
 
Step 1 Decide on a band 

• Examiners should first of all consider the answer as a whole and then decide 
which descriptors most closely match the answer and place it in that band. 
The descriptors for each band indicate the different features that will be 
seen in the student’s answer for that band. 

• When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer 
and not focus disproportionately on small and specific parts of the answer 
where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If the answer 
covers different aspects of different bands of the mark scheme, you should 
use a ‘best fit’ approach for defining the level and then use the variability of 
the response to help decide the mark within the level. For example, if the 
response is predominantly in band 4–7 with a small amount of band 8–10 
material, it would be placed in band 4–7 but be awarded a mark near the 
top of the band because of the band 8–10 content. 

 
Step 2 Decide on a mark 
 

• Once you have decided on a band, you will then need to decide on a mark 
within the band. 

• You will decide on the mark to award based on the quality of the answer; 
you will award a mark towards the top or bottom of that band depending 
on how students have evidenced each of the descriptor bullet points. 

• You will modify the mark based on how securely the trait descriptors are 
met in that band. 

• You will need to go back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme 
to clarify points and assure yourself that the band and the mark are 
appropriate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessment Criteria Question 5 (14 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria 
given in two mark grids: 
 

• communication and content 
• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 
The student is expected to produce 80 words for this task. The number of words is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words 
than recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be 
marked. 
 
 
Question 5: communication and content mark grid 
 

Mark Descriptor 
0 No rewardable material 
1-2 • Limited ability to use language to narrate and describe people, events 

and ideas; communication of information is occasionally successful 
• Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases; 

limited use of appropriate register and style 
3-5 • Some successful use of language to narrate and describe people, 

events and ideas; communication of relevant information is 
sometimes successful 

• Some successful but repetitive use of common, familiar vocabulary; 
some use of appropriate register and style 

6-7 • Successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events 
and ideas; communication of information is often successful 

• A range of familiar and less common vocabulary and expression is 
evident; mostly appropriate use of register and style 

 
Additional guidance 
 
Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for 
the purpose of the task and, where appropriate, the target audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 5: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 
 

Mark Descriptor 
0 • No rewardable material 
1-2 • Produces individual words and set phrases 

• Limited accuracy in use of straightforward grammatical structures, 
limited success in referring to past, present and future events; regular 
errors prevent meaning being conveyed 

3-5 • Produces simple, short sentences, which are sometimes linked 
• Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, 

occasional success in referring to past, present and future events; 
sometimes errors prevent meaning being conveyed 

6-7 • Produces some more complex sentences with some appropriate 
linking 

• Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, some 
success in referring to past, present and future events; occasionally 
errors prevent meaning being conveyed 

 
Additional guidance 
 
Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 
• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify 

ideas 
• conceptually more challenging language. 

 
Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 
• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-

frequency structures. 
 
Errors: The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors 
have on coherence. 
 
Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 

• errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message, for 
example consistent mismatching of subject, predicate and parts of 
speech; incorrect choice of vocabulary; use of spoken language; wrong 
tense; and spelling errors that change the meaning. For instance, মাতা 
(mother) and কালা (black) should be considered acceptable but মাতা (head) 
and কালা (deaf) should not 

• errors that convey the wrong message 
• mother-tongue interference. 

 
NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 



Question 6 (26 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria 
given in two mark grids: 
 

• communication and content 
• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 
This question contains three bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover 
all three bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the 
requirements of the communication and content mark grid. In order to access marks 
in the top band, students must refer to all bullet points and meet the other 
assessment criteria in the top band. 
 
The student is expected to produce 140 words for this task. The number of words is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words 
than recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be 
marked. 
 
Question 6: communication and content mark grid 
 

Mark Descriptor 
0 • No rewardable material 
1-3 • Communicates brief information relevant to the task with little 

development 
• Occasional adaptation of language to explain or interest or 

persuade; straightforward thoughts and ideas are expressed with 
occasional success 

• Variable use of appropriate vocabulary, register and style; repetitive 
use of common, familiar language 

4-7 • Communicates information relevant to the task with some 
development of key points and ideas 

• Some effective adaptation of language to explain or interest or 
persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed with some success 

• Some appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some 
different examples of common familiar language 

8-10 • Communicates information relevant to the task with development of 
key points and ideas 

• Effective and sometimes creative adaptation of language to explain 
or interest or persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed 
successfully 

• Appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some examples of 
uncommon language 



11-13 • Communicates information relevant to the task with consistent 
expansion of key points and ideas 

• Creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; 
thoughts and ideas are expressed with flair 

• Consistently appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style 
throughout; a wide variety of language is used 

  
Additional guidance 
 
Creative language use – using language in a way designed to create effect and 
interest. Goes beyond the standard or predictable response. 
 
Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for 
the purpose of the task and, where appropriate, the target audience. 
 
 
Question 6: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 
 

Mark Descriptor 
0 • No rewardable material 
1-3 • Uses mainly straightforward grammatical structures 

• Occasional sequences of fluent writing, with occasional extended, 
linked sentences 

• Occasionally accurate straightforward language and grammatical 
structures; occasionally successful references to past, present and 
future events; errors occur that sometimes hinder clarity of 
communication 

4-7 • Some variation of grammatical structures, including some repetitive 
instances of complex language 

• Prolonged sequences of fluent writing, with some extended, well-
linked sentences 

• Generally accurate language and structures; some successful 
references to past, present and future events; errors occur that 
occasionally hinder clarity of communication 

8-10 • Uses a variety of grammatical structures including some different 
examples of complex language 

• Mostly fluent response, with frequent extended sentences, mostly 
well linked 

• Mostly accurate language and structures; mostly successful 
references to past, present and future events; errors rarely hinder 
clarity of communication 

11-13 • Uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, including complex 
language 

• Fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked sentences 



• Consistently accurate language and structures; consistently successful 
references to past, present and future events; few or no errors that 
hinder the clarity of the communication 

 
 
Additional guidance 
 
Complex language is considered to be: 
• varied and complex word order 
• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 
• conceptually more challenging language. 

 
Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 
• repetitive, simple word order 
• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency 

structures.



Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to 
access the top band. The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact 
that errors have on coherence. 
 
Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 

• errors that do not affect the meaning, for example incorrect use of a 
pronoun where there is no confusion as to whom the pronoun refers; 
incorrect arrangement of words that does not hinder clarity; occasional 
use of spoken language that does not affect the meaning; incomplete 
sentences that convey the intended message. 

• infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and 
which result in coherent writing. 

 
Errors that hinder clarity: 

• errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the 
meaning is eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in 
order to understand what is meant 

• frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the 
content of the writing. 

 
NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Paper 1 Marking Principles for Section C 
 
Mis-spelling is tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity, e.g. drought 
misspelled as drowght would be acceptable but misspelled as draught would be 
unacceptable as this would lead to ambiguity. 
 
Students are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed and these 
should be considered as acceptable if they convey the same intended meaning. 
 
Translation is successful if a Bangla speaker would understand the translation 
without having understood the text in its original language. 
 
 
Question 
number 

Text Correct answer Acceptable 
answers 

Reject Mark 

7 My friend and I  আমার ব�ু ও আিম আিম ও আমার ব�ু ব�ু ও ব�ুর ভাই (1) 

 study at the 
same school. 

একই �ুেল পিড়। একই িবদয্ালেয় যাই। আলাদা �ুেল 
পেড়।  

(1) 

 Yesterday, 
during break, 

গতকাল িবরিতর সময় কাল ে�েকর সময়,  আজ �ুল েশেষ (1) 

 we made our 
way to the 
canteen. 

 আমরা  
 কয্াি�েনর পথ ধের    
 েসখােন 
 িগেয়িছলাম। 

আমরা কয্াি�েন 
যাওয়ার রা�া িদেয় 
েসখােন েগলাম।    

বািড় িফের 
িগেয়িছ।  

(1) 

 However, 
rather than 
eating, 

যােহাক, না েখেয়   অবশয্ িকছু না েখেয় েসখােন 
একিদেক েখেয়িছ 

(1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

we decided to 
chat about our 
favourite actor. 

আমরা আমােদর ি�য় অিভেনতা 
স�েকর্  কথা বলার িস�া� 
িনেয়িছলাম।   

আমরা আমােদর 
পছে�র অিভেনতার 
বয্াপাের আ�া েদওয়া 
িঠক কেরিছলাম।   

ও পেড়িছ।  (1) 

On 
Wednesdays, 
after school, 

 বুধবারগ‍েলােত �ুেলর পের �িত বুধবার �ুল েশেষ বৃহ�িতবার �ুল 
শ‍রুȝর আেগ 

(1) 

to watch and 
critique 
movies. 

ছায়াছিব েদখেত ও সমােলাচনা 
করেত   

িসেনমা েদখেত ও 
আেলাচনা করেত   

আিম িজেম যাই  (1) 

we attend a 
film club 

আমরা একিট চলি�� �ােব যাই।  আমরা মুিভ �ােব যাই।  ও বয্ায়াম কির।   (1) 

In my view,  আমার দৃি�েত আমার মেত আিম মািন না েয  (1) 



 

than just 
socialising. 

শ‍ধুমা� সামািজকতার েচেয় শ‍ধু েমলােমশার েচেয়    একা থাকার েচেয় (1) 

this is more 
intellectually 
enriching 

এটা বুি�চচর্ ার িদক েথেক েবিশ 
সমৃ�।  

এটা বুি�বৃিৎতȝর ে�ে� 
আরও সমৃ�।    

বাইের থাকাই 
ভােলা।   

(1) 

My brother is  আমার ভাই আমার �াতা আমার েবােনর (1) 

a sports 
enthusiast, 

একজন �ীড়া উৎসাহী, 
 

েখলাধুলায় উদয্মী,   নােচ খুব আ�হ,  (1) 

who plays 
every day. 

েয �িতিদন েখেল  েয �িতিদন েখেল আর �ায়ই নােচ (1) 

and a keen 
footballer, 

আর েস একজন উদয্মী  
ফুটবল েখেলায়াড়।  

 

এবং েস একজন 
তুেখাড় ফুটবলার।   

ও গান গায়।   (1) 

Next Thursday, আগামী বৃহ�িতবার পেরর বৃহ�িতবার গত বুধবার (1) 

a match is due 
to take place. 

একিট ময্াচ হওয়ার কথা।   একিট েখলা হেব।    তার অনু�ান 
িছেলা  

(1) 

We plan to go আমরা পিরক�না কেরিছ  যােবা আমরা েদখেত যাওয়ার 
পিরক�না কেরিছ  

আমরা েদখেত 
পািরিন 

(1) 

and offer him 
our full 
support. 

 

ও আমােদর পূণর্ সমথর্ন  
তােক জানােবা। 

ও তােক আমােদর পূণর্ 
অনুে�রণা েদেবা।  

বয্� থাকার 
কারেণ।  

(1) 
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