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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

• All candidates must receive the same 

treatment.  Examiners must mark the first candidate in 

exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 

must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do 

rather than penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme 

not according to their perception of where the grade 

boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 

awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 

scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award 

zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of 

credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 

provide the principles by which marks will be awarded 

and exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application 

of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team 

leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the 

candidate has replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Paper 1 marking principles for Sections A and B  

 

Candidate responses 

• For open-response questions, the candidate does not have to write in full sentences. If 

appropriate, they may respond using single words or phrases. 

• There are no marks for quality of language in this paper, so errors and omissions in spelling 

and grammar will be tolerated as long as they do not interfere with 

communication. 

• Consider only as many elements as there are marks, for example for a 1-mark answer, the 

candidate’s first response is taken for assessment, even if this response is incorrect but the 

correct information follows as a further element. Where 2 marks are available, award the 

individual marks discretely but apply the order of elements rule. 

• Written responses in the wrong language cannot be awarded a mark. 

 

Guidance to examiners on understanding and applying the mark scheme 

• Alternative ways of giving the same answer are indicated with a slash (/) in between the 

alternative responses, for example: It’s cheap/affordable. 

• Where appropriate, responses are separated with ‘AND’ for compulsory answers and ‘OR’ 

for possible answers. 

• Any parts of an answer that are not essential are bracketed, for example: Q: What did he 

study? A: (He studied) Maths. 

• Candidates are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed, and these should 

be considered as acceptable if they convey the correct answer. 

• All possible answers have the correct amount of marks appropriate for the information 

required indicated in brackets. 

• Suggested incorrect answers are indicated in the ‘Reject’ column. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Paper 1: Reading, Writing and Translation Mark Scheme 

 

Section A 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

Example: H  
1(a)   G (1) 
1(b) D (1) 
1€ B (1) 
1(d) E (1) 
1€ L (1) 
1(f) I (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

Example: Dorin  
2(a) Murad (1) 
2(b) Dorin and Mitu (2) 
2€ Murad (1) 
2(d) Mitu (1) 
2€ Murad (1) 
2(f) Dorin and Mitu (2) 

 

Question 
number 

Answer Accept Reject 

 

Mark 

3(a) শিক্ষার্থী                         (1)               

AND 

লেখক/কশি                          

(1) 

ছাত্র-ছাত্রী/সাশিশযিক/গল্পকার  লোকজন/মানুষজন/  

 লদাকানদার 

 

(2) 

3(b) সস্তা (িই)                         (1) 

AND 

আর ছাপাননা িয় না এমন িই    

(1) 

সস্তায়/কম দানম িই শকননয পারা 

 

 প্রকাশিয িয় না এমন িই   

শিনদশি িই/শিড় 

 

 অন াগ্রাফ  

(2) 

3(c)  অন াগ্রাফ লদওয়া িই/অন াগ্রাফ     

(1) 

AND 

শিনদশি িই                           

(1) 

লেখনকর অন াগ্রাফসি িই  

 লদনির িাইনরর িই 

 

শপ্রয় গনল্পর িই 

 লদশি পাঠ্িপুস্তক 

 িই/শিনদশি 

(2) 

3(d)  শনউমানকে                          (1) 

 AND 

 অশয পশরশিয                    (1) 

 শনউমানকে ন র শদনক 

 
 পশরশিয/শপ্রয়/পুনরাননা  

 ঢাকা  

 কনেনজ/নীেনক্ষয  

 রাস্তার ওপানর 

(2) 

3(e)  সৃ্মশযকাযর                      (1) 

 AND 

 পুনরাননা শদনগুনোনয/অযীনয    

(1) 

 সৃ্মশযকাযর  

 
 (ঢাকা কনেনজর) লফনে আসা    

 শদনগুনোনয/লসখানন (নীেনক্ষনয) ঘণ্টার  

 পর ঘণ্টা সময় কা াননার শদনগুনোনয 

 উনেশজয/আগ্রিী 

 /অযীনয 

 ঢাকা  

 কনেনজ 

 /অনুিূশযপ্রিণ 

 

(2) 



 

3(f)  ধুনো/ঝুনে িরা                   (1) 

AND 

 লকনানিিা লনই                          

(1) 

 ধুোয় ও ঝুনে লঢনক লগনছ 

 

 িই শিশি িয় না/লোকজন  

 অনোইনন িই পনড়ন/শিশজ াে  

 মাধিনম িই পড়নয আগ্রিী   

 িন্ধ/লখাো লনই 

 

 িিিসা কম িয় 

  (2) 

 

Question 
number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(a)(i)  যনিানর                         (1) যনিার িিনর পািনায় (1) 

4(a)(ii)  লযখানন পূিেপুরুষনদর িাস       (1) পূিেপুরুষনদর িসিাস লযখানন লযখানন জন্ম (1) 

4(a) (iii) কৃষ্ণনগর                     (1) কৃষ্ণনগনর মানোপাড়া (1) 

4(a) (iv) ঘুশড় উশড়নয়                   (1) ঘুশড় ওড়াননা লনৌকা লিনয় (1) 

4(a) (v) লজনে                         (1) মাছ ধরা/লনৌকা িাোননা লনৌকা শনমোণ/কামার-

কুনমার 

(1) 

4(a)(vi)  নিচের দুটি: 

 িই লর্থনক                      (1) 

AND 

লোকমুনখর কর্থা শুনন           (1) 

 

িই পনড়  

 

 মানুনষর মুনখর িাষা লর্থনক  

 

শননজ লদনখ 

 

শননজ কনর/িাস্তনির 

সানর্থ শমে লরনখ  

 (2) 

    

4(a)(vii) শ্রুশযমধুর                     (1) 

 

 শমশি িাষা 

  
নানা লেশণর মানুনষর 

জীিনযাপন  

(1) 

4(a)(viii) িনের সানর্থ িাস্তি জীিননর সংনযাগ 

ঘটিনয়                        (1) 

AND 

মানুনষর কাছ লর্থনক জাননয লিনয়                                        

                              (1) 

 িাস্তনির সানর্থ শমে লরনখ/নানমর  

 সানর্থ রূনপর সংনযাগ ঘটিনয়  

 

 লোকজননর কানছ শজনেস কনর 

শুধু িাইনরর জগয 

লর্থনক  

 

শুধু িই 

পনড়/লোকজননর 

কর্থা শুনন 

(2) 

     

 

Question 
number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(b)(i) আন্তশরকযা/সামাশজকযা/ 

লযাগানযাগ িজায় রাখনয 

পানর (1) 

AND 
সংসৃ্কশয/অশিেযা সম্পনকে  জাননয 

পারা/ প্রশময িাষা শিখনয সিায়ক      

(1) 

লসানিে শননজনক আন্তশরক /শমশুক 

শিনসনি উপস্থাপন করনয পানর।   

লসানিে লসখানকার সংসৃ্কশয সম্পনকে  

সরাসশর জানার সুনযাগ 

পানি/অশিেযা োি করনি/সিনজ 

প্রশময িাষা শিখনয পারনি  

আঞ্চশেক িাষা 

িুনঝ/িেনয 

পানর 

আঞ্চশেক 

িাষায় কর্থা 

িেনি/প্রশযনিদন 

শেখনি 

(2) 



 

4(b)(ii) কর্থায় আঞ্চশেকযার ছাপ 

র্থানক/এক অঞ্চনের িাষা অনি 

অঞ্চনের লোকজন িুঝনয পানর 

না/সি আঞ্চশেক িাষা জানা িা 

লিখা সম্ভি না          (1) 

AND 
  প্রশময িাষা সকনের িিিিানরর 

জনি/  

  কমেনক্ষনত্র প্রশময িাষা িিিিার 

করনয  

  িয়                               (1) 

নীোর উচ্চারনণ আঞ্চশেকযার প্রিাি 

পনড়/ আঞ্চশেক িাষা অঞ্চেনিনদ 

শিন্ন 

 

নীো যার জীশিকার জনি প্রশময 

িাষার প্রনয়াজন আনছ িনে মনন 

কনর/  

দুন া িাষাই জানা দরকার 

 আঞ্চশেক িাষা সিাই  

 জানন 

  

  

 আমানদর জীিনন  

 দুধরননর িাষার  

 প্রনয়াজন লনই  

(2) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Section B 

 

General guidance on using levels-based mark schemes  

Step 1 Decide on a band 

• Examiners should first of all consider the answer as a whole and then decide which 

descriptors most closely match the answer and place it in that band. The descriptors 

for each band indicate the different features that will be seen in the student’s 

answer for that band. 

• When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not 

focus disproportionately on small and specific parts of the answer where the 

student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If the answer covers different 

aspects of different bands of the mark scheme, you should use a ‘best fit’ approach 

for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide the 

mark within the level. For example, if the response is predominantly in band 4–7 

with a small amount of band 8–10 material, it would be placed in band 4–7 but be 

awarded a mark near the top of the band because of the band 8–10 content. 

 

Step 2 Decide on a mark 

 

• Once you have decided on a band, you will then need to decide on a mark within 

the band. 

• You will decide on the mark to award based on the quality of the answer; you will 

award a mark towards the top or bottom of that band depending on how students 

have evidenced each of the descriptor bullet points. 

• You will modify the mark based on how securely the trait descriptors are met in that 

band. 

• You will need to go back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify 

points and assure yourself that the band and the mark are appropriate. 

  



 

Assessment Criteria Question 5 (14 marks) 

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two 

mark grids: 

 

• communication and content 

• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 

The student is expected to produce 80 words for this task. The number of words is approximate 

and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the 

word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

 

Question 5: communication and content mark grid 

 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-2 • Limited ability to use language to narrate and describe people, events 

and ideas; communication of information is occasionally successful 

• Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases; 

limited use of 

appropriate register and style 

3-5 • Some successful use of language to narrate and describe people, 

events and ideas; communication of relevant information is sometimes 

successful 

• Some successful but repetitive use of common, familiar vocabulary; 

some use of 

appropriate register and style 

6-7 • Successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and 

ideas; communication of information is often successful 

• A range of familiar and less common vocabulary and expression is 

evident; mostly appropriate use of register and style 

 

Additional guidance 

 

Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the purpose 

of the task and, where appropriate, the target audience. 

  



 

Question 5: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 

 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-2 • Produces individual words and set phrases 

• Limited accuracy in use of straightforward grammatical 

structures, limited success in referring to past, present and 

future events; regular errors prevent meaning being 

conveyed 

3-5 • Produces simple, short sentences, which are sometimes 

linked 

• Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical 

structures, occasional success in referring to past, present 

and future events; sometimes errors prevent meaning being 

conveyed 

6-7 • Produces some more complex sentences with some 

appropriate linking 

• Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical 

structures, some success in referring to past, present and 

future events; occasionally errors prevent meaning being 

conveyed 

 

 

Additional guidance 

 

Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 

• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 

• conceptually more challenging language. 

 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 

• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency 

structures. 

 

Errors: The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have on 

coherence. 

 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 

• errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message, for example 

consistent mismatching of subject, predicate and parts of speech; incorrect choice 

of vocabulary; use of spoken language; wrong tense; and spelling errors that change 

the meaning. For instance, মাযা (mother) and কাো (black) should be considered 

acceptable but মাযা (head) and কাো (deaf) should not 

 



 

• errors that convey the wrong message 

• mother-tongue interference. 

 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 



 

Question 6 (26 marks) 

 

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two 

mark grids: 

 

• communication and content 

• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 

This question contains three bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all three 

bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements of the 

communication and content mark grid. In order to access marks in the top band, students must 

refer to all bullet points and meet the other assessment criteria in the top band. 

 

The student is expected to produce 140 words for this task. The number of words is 

approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 

recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

 

Question 6: communication and content mark grid 

 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-3 • Communicates brief information relevant to the task with little 

development 

• Occasional adaptation of language to explain or interest or 

persuade; straightforward thoughts and ideas are expressed 

with occasional success 

• Variable use of appropriate vocabulary, register and style; 

repetitive use of common, familiar language 

4-7 • Communicates information relevant to the task with some 

development of key points and ideas 

• Some effective adaptation of language to explain or interest or 

persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed with some success 

• Some appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some 

different examples of common familiar language 

8-10 • Communicates information relevant to the task with 

development of key points and ideas 

• Effective and sometimes creative adaptation of language to 

explain or interest or persuade; thoughts and ideas are 

expressed successfully 

• Appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some 

examples of uncommon language 



 

11-13 • Communicates information relevant to the task with consistent 

expansion of key points and ideas 

• Creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or 

persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed with flair 

• Consistently appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style 

throughout; a wide variety of language is used 

 

 

Additional guidance 

 

Creative language use – using language in a way designed to create effect and interest. Goes 

beyond the standard or predictable response. 

 

Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the purpose 

of the task and, where appropriate, the target audience. 

  



 

 

Question 6: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 

 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-3 • Uses mainly straightforward grammatical structures 

• Occasional sequences of fluent writing, with occasional 

extended, linked sentences 

• Occasionally accurate straightforward language and 

grammatical structures; occasionally successful references to 

past, present and future events; errors occur 

that sometimes hinder clarity of communication 

4-7 • Some variation of grammatical structures, including some 

repetitive instances of complex language 

• Prolonged sequences of fluent writing, with some extended, 

well-linked sentences 

• Generally accurate language and structures; some successful 

references to past, present and future events; errors occur that 

occasionally hinder clarity of communication 

8-10 • Uses a variety of grammatical structures including some 

different examples of complex language 

• Mostly fluent response, with frequent extended sentences, 

mostly well linked 

• Mostly accurate language and structures; mostly successful 

references to past, present and future events; errors rarely 

hinder clarity of communication 

11-13 • Uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, including 

complex language 

• Fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked 

sentences 

• Consistently accurate language and structures; consistently 

successful references to past, present and future events; few or 

no errors that hinder the clarity of the 

communication 

 

 

Additional guidance 

 

Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 

• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 

• conceptually more challenging language. 

 

 

 



 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 

• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency 

structures. 

 

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to access the 

top band. The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have on 

coherence. 

 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 

 

• errors that do not affect the meaning, for example incorrect use of a 

pronoun where there is no confusion as to whom the pronoun refers; 

incorrect arrangement of words that does not hinder clarity; occasional use 

of spoken language that does not affect the meaning; incomplete 

sentences that convey the intended message. 

• infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and 

which result in coherent writing. 

 

Errors that hinder clarity: 

• errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the 

meaning is eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in 

order to understand what is meant 

• frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the 

content of the writing. 

 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Paper 1 Marking Principles for Section C 

 

Mis-spelling is tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity, e.g. drought misspelled as 

drowght would be acceptable but misspelled as draught would be unacceptable as this would 

lead to ambiguity. 

 

Students are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed and these should be 

considered as acceptable if they convey the same intended meaning. 

 

Translation is successful if a Bangla speaker would understand the translation without having 

understood the text in its original language. 

 
Question 
number 

Text Correct 

answer 

Acceptable 
answers 

Reject Mark 

7 Writing by 

hand 
িানয লেখা িায শদনয় লেখা  াইপ করা (1) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

helps in 

learning. 
 শিখনয সািাযি কনর। শিখনয সিায়যা কনর। লিখায় আগ্রি কমায়।  (1) 

Scientists 

think that 
শিোনীরা মনন 

কনরন লয 

শিোনীনদর মনয,  লোকজন মনন কনর (1) 

 

it makes the 

brain  

work more.  

 

 

 এ া মশস্তষ্কনক   

লিশি কাজ 

করায়। 

এিানি শেখনে 

মগজ/মার্থা 

লিশি কাজ 

কনর।    

 াইপ করা 

আমানদর লিশি 

শনশিয় রানখ।  

(1) 

Some 

students 

were 

কনয়কজন 

শিক্ষার্থীনক 

শকছু লছনেনমনয়নক  একটি 

লছনেনক 

(1) 

asked to 

write 

what 

appeare

d on a 

screen 

শিনন যা আনছ যা 

শেখনয িো 

িনয়শছনো। 

শিনন যা লিনস 

আনস/লদখানি যা শেখনয 

িো িনয়শছনো। 

কাগনজ শেখনয ও 

পড়নয িো 

িনয়শছনো।  

(1)  

They 

used a 

digital 

pen  

যারা একটি শিশজ াে 

কেম িিিিার 

কনরশছনো 

যারা শিশজ াে কেম 

িিিিার কনরশছনো  

লপশিে/ আধুশনক 

কেম িিিিার 

কনরশছনো 

(1) 

directly on 

a 

touchscreen

. 

সরাসশর একটি 

 ািশিনন। 

 ািশিননর ওপর।    সরাসশর কাগনজ (1) 

To type,   াইপ করার জনি,  াইপ করনয শগনয়,  কর্থা িোর 

সময়   

(1) 

they used a 

single finger 
যারা একটি 

আঙুে িিিিার 

কনরশছনো 

একটি আঙুে যারা 

িিিিার কনরশছনো   

লরকিে  কনরশছনো  (1) 



 

to press 

keys on a 

keyboard 
 

কীনিানিে র কী 

টিপনয। 

 

কীনিানিে  কী িাপনয। শিশজ াে লফানন। (1) 

The result 

was totally 

amazing.  

এর ফোফে শছনো 

খুিই 

আশ্চযেজনক/অসাধার

ণ। 

ফোফেটি শছনো খুিই 

অিাক করার মনযা।  

কাজটি শছনো 

িযািার। 

(1) 

It was 

clear 

that 

এ া স্পি লয স্পিযই লস া অস্পি লয (1) 

when using 

a pen, 
কেম িিিিার করার 

সময়,  

যখন কেম িিিিার করা 

িয় 
লয যখন কর্থা িো 

িয় 

(1) 

hand 

moveme

nts, 

িানযর 

নড়ািড়া 

যখন িানযর নড়ািড়া  যখন কনের কম্পন (1) 

promote 

learning. 

 লিখার উন্নশযনয 

অিদান   

 রানখ। 

আরও িানোিানি লিখার 

উন্নয়ন ঘ ায়।  

িে প্রকানি সািাযি 

কনর।   

(1) 

It is 

recommend

ed that 

teachers 

also must 

এ া সুপাশরি করা িয় 

লয শিক্ষকনদরও 

অিিিই 

এ া িো িনয়নছ 

লয শিক্ষকগণও 

অিিিই  

শিক্ষকনদর এশড়নয় 

লযনয িো িনয়নছ  

(1) 

to record 

leaners’ 

work,  

শিক্ষার্থীনদর কাজ 

লরকিে  করনয 
লছনেনমনয়নদর কাজ 

শেশপিদ্ধ করনয শগনয়  

শিক্ষার্থীনদর লফাননর (1) 

new 

technologic

al methods 

such as 

apps on 

smartphone

s 

প্রযুশির নযুন উপায় 

লযমন স্মা ে নফাননর 

অিাপগুনোর 

নযুন প্রযুশি লযমন 

স্মা ে নফাননর অিানপর  

িিিিার (1) 

keep up 

with 

 সানর্থ যাে শমশেনয় 

িেনয  

 িনি। 

সানর্থ িােনাগায র্থানকন।  লেশণকনক্ষ।  (1) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  

with its registered office at 80 Strand, London, WC2R 0RL, United Kingdom 


