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IntroducƟon 
The examinaƟon paper has been structured to provide to a diverse range of student abiliƟes and 
profiles. The InternaƟonal GCSE qualificaƟon uses a nine-grade scale, ranging from 9 (the highest 
grade) to 1 (the lowest), based on the total subject marks achieved by the candidate. 
 
Candidates are generally required to demonstrate their comprehension of wriƩen Arabic by 
compleƟng a variety of reading tasks. 
 
The examinaƟon is divided into two components: the Text Booklet and the QuesƟon Booklet. The 
Text Booklet includes three passages, with the first two focusing on EducaƟon-related topics and 
the third exploring a Environmental theme. The QuesƟon Booklet is organised into three 
secƟons: 
 

• SecƟon One (QuesƟons 1–9): Based on the first and second texts, this secƟon is worth a 
total of 49 marks. QuesƟons 4 and 8 involve rhetoric and literary analysis, while QuesƟon 
9 asks candidates to compare the two texts using these analyƟcal skills. 

• SecƟon Two: Requires a summary of the third text, worth 6 marks. 
• SecƟon Three: Focuses on grammar-related quesƟons, with a total of 20 marks. 

 
This structure allows candidates to engage with a variety of quesƟon types, assessing their skills 
in comprehension, analysis, summarisaƟon, and grammar. 
 
The total marks for this paper are 75 marks. 
 
Comments on Individual QuesƟons: 
 
SecƟon 1 
The first text is ‘The importance of educaƟon in our lives’ ᢝ   التعلᘭم أهمᘭة

ᡧᣚ  اتناᘭح ) ) and the second 
text is ‘Slow learning for the elderly’ ( اتᗖᖔار   عند  التعلم صعᘘالسنّ  ك ). 
 
Each text relates to four of the quesƟons asked. The final quesƟon in this secƟon, QuesƟon 9, 
asks candidates to consider both texts in relaƟon to each other. 
 
QuesƟon 1: 
This quesƟon was about the difficulƟes faced by people without educaƟon. Around a third of 
candidates answered correctly, with the most common mistake being that they would write 

ات ᘌكᙬسب ان لاᛒستطيع ᢔᣂتب من خ᜻والمجلات والصحف  ال , which was not a correct answer. 
 
QuesƟon 2: 
This quesƟon required quotaƟons from the text in its answer. Most candidates got this quesƟon 
right. Some candidates however did not use quotaƟons in their answer or would quote 



something not in the text. In addiƟon, some students did not use the phrase ‘higher educaƟon’ - 
they only used ‘educaƟon’. 
 
QuesƟon 3a:  
The candidates needed to menƟon two points to gain both marks when answering the quesƟon 
on what changed when a child received an educaƟon. Some students would oŌen split one point 
into two which was not part of the mark scheme and so they did not receive both marks. 
 
QuesƟon 3b: 
This quesƟon also required quotaƟons from the text in its answer, and similar to QuesƟon 2 the 
candidates made the same mistake of not including a quotaƟon. In addiƟon, some candidates 
did not use the phrase مᘭام او  قوي  تعلᘭمهام  القᗷ   ᡵᣂᜧة اᘭفاعل  to answer the quesƟon. 
 
QuesƟon 4:  
This quesƟon is about the use of sentences and vocabulary within the first text, as this text uses 
the “rhetorical” wriƟng style لاغةᘘال which requires a high level of proficiency in knowledge of the 
language from the text’s audience. Most candidates struggled to idenƟfy the different styles of 
wriƟng used by the author. Most candidates were confused between different styles used in the 
text and were naming rhetorical styles الᘘلاغᘭة الأسالᘭب   by the wrong terms such as  الأسلوب  ᢝ

᡽ᣍشاᙏالا  
 ͱ ي الأسلوب ᢔᣂالخ  (structural style). Most students failed in their rhetorical analysis of the text and in 
menƟoning the author’s purpose. A group of students only presented general informaƟon 
without applying it to the text and this ambiguity negaƟvely affected the grades assigned to the 
students. 
 
QuesƟon 5: 
Almost half of candidates did not receive the mark for this quesƟon and many leŌ the answer 
space blank. The reason for this could be that they did not understand the quesƟon. The answer 
was المعلم . 
 
QuesƟon 6: 
The majority of students did not use quotaƟons from the text in their answer to this quesƟon 
and so they did not receive both marks. Many of them wrote this incorrect answer شجيعᙬال ᣢع  

ونᘭة المطبوعة المجلات تصفح ᡨᣂ᜻وال  . They did not understand the quesƟon and some only gave the 
quotaƟon without the supporƟng answer which also resulted in only one mark for the correct 
quotaƟon. 

 
QuesƟon 7a: 
The candidates were asked to give two consequences of what problems people had in daily life. 
Many candidates answered well and scored high marks.  
 
 



QuesƟon 7b: 
This quesƟon was found fair by the candidates. They were able to extract the correct answer 
from the text as they found the quesƟon reasonable to understand. There were a few who 
answered incorrectly. 
 
QuesƟon 8: 
Like quesƟon 4, candidates answered quite well with them scoring good marks this series. Many 
students were able to answer using some of the suggested points in the mark scheme which 
earned them marks. However, there were sƟll some candidates who found this quesƟon difficult. 
Some students did not use quotaƟons in their answers to back up their points or summarised the 
text instead of analysing it which meant they were unable to obtain high marks.  
 
QuesƟon 9: 
The comparison between two texts (4 and 8) proved harder than QuesƟons 4 and 8. Some 
students just summarised the texts without comparing the two. Some students did not include 
quotaƟons, which led to a loss in marks. This quesƟon was the hardest as it involved a rhetorical 
comparison between two different texts as well as it being a heavily weighted quesƟon with 
fiŌeen marks. For this quesƟon, candidates were asked to compare how the two writers were 
able to express their opinions about how to be happy and successful in your life.  They have to 
menƟon the type of text, who the audience is, the type of language used (formal or informal), 
the tone of the text (e.g. is it serious or not?), the choice of vocabulary, and the grammaƟcal 
structure, for each text, and then also compare them. The candidate can use some of the same 
points they presented in QuesƟons 4 and 8 when comparing texts in QuesƟon 9.  
 
SecƟon 2 
This secƟon covers the summary of the third text. 
 
QuesƟon 10:   
This quesƟon asked the candidates to write a summary about why crows are important, how 
they benefit the environment and agriculture, and how they live. Some points were easier to find 
than others for the candidates, such as the fourth point ( األᗫᣄة والرواᗷط االجتماعᘭة البᚏئة  in the mark 
scheme), which candidates oŌen included in their answers. However, some students did not find 
the third point ( الᡫᣄᛞ  مع التᜓافلᘭة العالقة  in the mark scheme) as easily. In general, candidates used 
good Arabic and the correct grammar in their answers.  
 
SecƟon 3 
This secƟon covers grammar with some quesƟons taken from the third text. 
 
 
 
 



QuesƟon 11: 
Most candidates did not answer this quesƟon well. They were unable to extract the correct 
answers from the text, most likely due to a weakness in grammar. For instance, only a few were 
able to answer Q11c correctly. Candidates found 11d extremely difficult to answer. 
 
QuesƟon 12: 
This quesƟon was also quite difficult for the candidates. A lot of candidates scored low marks. 
This is due to their weakness in grammar, especially as regards the quesƟons in 12b (قولانᘭس) and 
12c(عاملا) . Most candidates answered 12e (وراتᣄم)correctly and scored one mark for this. 
 
QuesƟons 13a-13e: 
Most of the candidates scored some marks across these quesƟons, with the excepƟon of: 
 
QuesƟon 13d: 
Once again, this quesƟon was very difficult for the candidates. Candidates were unable to use 
the grammaƟcal skills required to get the correct answer, resulƟng in very low marks being 
scored. Instead of wriƟng ه مفعولᗷ منصوب  they wrote نعتͭ  حال ͭ   ᡧ ᢕᣂتمي  .......  .  A lot of them did not 
aƩempt this quesƟon and instead leŌ it blank. 
 
QuesƟon 13e: 
This quesƟon was found very difficult by the candidates. A lot of them leŌ the quesƟon 
unanswered and the majority who answered did not do so correctly. They would oŌen write 

نعت أو  فاعل   .... instead of اسم . 
 
QuesƟon 14: 
This quesƟon includes a set of grammaƟcal rules that candidates must know. A number of 
students answered correctly and some did not. Difficulty was mainly found in 14a لتا  مع  ركضت᛿  

الᗫᣄعات العداءات  and 14c دروسه ᘌذاᜧر  خالدا  حسᛞت  . However, 14b م  نحن ᡨᣂمك من  نح ᡨᣂحᘌ  was easy for 
candidate to answer and 14e  لا  ᡧ ᢕᣌننا  منافقᚏب  was answered correctly by the majority. Overall, 
candidates tried their best in answering this quesƟon.  

 
  



Advice to centres: 
• Centres are advised to remind the candidates to write clearly and to write in black pen.  
• Candidates should be informed that the marking is done electronically, so they should 

answer the quesƟons in the allocated space.  Some candidates have answered quesƟon 8 
in the space of quesƟon 9 or 4 and vice versa and this has affected the marking 
procedure.  

• There are extra pages added for quesƟon 4, 8, 9, and 10 so in total the number of pages is 
20. In the past exam series, there were 16 pages only. 

• Centres should inform their candidates that they should not answer in the transcript 
booklet as it will not be scanned for marking.  

• Centres are also reminded to use past papers, mark schemes and examiner’s reports. 
• Paying aƩenƟon to rubrics is strongly recommended. 
• Centres should inform their candidates as to how to answer quesƟon 2, quesƟon 3b, 

quesƟon 6, and quesƟon 7b so candidates can clearly understand what these quesƟons 
are asking. For these quesƟons 2 marks may be awarded: one for the candidate’s answer 
and one for the quotaƟon they use, hence students need to be very clear in their 
answers. The quotaƟon should be clearly marked using the quotaƟon marks “”, or should 
be wriƩen on a separate line. 

• Centres should advise their students on the best way to answer quesƟon 9. Teachers 
should advise students to compare how the two writers express their opinions. They 
must menƟon the type of texts (e.g. arƟcle, interview...), who the audience is, the type of 
language used (formal or not), the tone of the text (serious or not), he choice of 
vocabulary, and the grammaƟcal structure. The mark scheme has been updated to 
provide more clarity to teachers.  
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