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IntroducƟon 

The examinaƟon paper designed to accommodate a wide range of student profiles. The 
InternaƟonal GCSE qualificaƟon is graded and cerƟficated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1, 
where the total subject mark having 9 as the highest grade and 1 being the lowest.  

 

General: 

The content and the structure of the quesƟon paper as follow: 

The quesƟon paper consists of two parts - the text booklet and the QuesƟons booklet.  

 

The text booklet consists of three passages relaƟng to themes that consist of:  

• Youth MaƩers  

• EducaƟon  

• Media  

• Culture  

• Sport & Leisure  

• Travel & Tourism  

• Business, work & Development  

• Environment  

• Health  

• Technology  

 

This series’ text booklet contains three parts divided into two topics: Tourism (trip to north pole) 
and tourism (the fesƟvals for all). 

 

 The quesƟon booklet is divided into three secƟons; SecƟon One is 49 marks and covers 
quesƟons 1 to 9 which are based on the first and second texts. 

QuesƟon 4 and QuesƟon 8 require the candidates to apply rhetoric and literary analysis to the 
texts. QuesƟon 9 requires the candidates to apply literary and rhetoric analysis to compare 
between the texts. Students should be advised of the best way to answer quesƟon 9; They must 
menƟon the type of texts, the type of audience, the type of language used, the tone of the text, 



the choice of vocabulary, and grammaƟcal structure. The updated mark scheme is very clear to 
follow. SecƟon Two demands a summary on the third text ( عنها ᛒُستغᡧᣎ  لا  ثروة  الصحة  Health is an 
indispensable wealth) with 6 marks. SecƟon Three is grammar-based quesƟons and has 20 
marks. 

The total marks for this paper are 75 marks. 

 

Comments on Individual QuesƟons: 

SecƟon 1 

The first and second texts are رحلة  ᣠالقطب إ  ᢝᣠالشما and للجميع   المهرجانات  

 

QuesƟon 1: 

Most candidates got the answer right. There were a minority who confused the word “thickness” 
with fish. ( سَمَك  مع   الجلᘭد  سُمْك ). Another minority answered “to go on an air balloon” which was 
wrong. 

 

QuesƟon 2: 

The Q2 was straighƞorward as well, and numerous numbers of candidates were successful; 
however, some of them did not get the full mark because they either stated the quote or missed 
it. 

 

QuesƟon 3a and 3b: 

Both Parts (a) & (b) were quite easy and the many candidates managed to give the right answer. 
However, in part b, some candidates wrote long quotes, including the correct part. So, they must 
be trained enough to select the evidence accurately and save their Ɵme during the exam. 

 

QuesƟon 5:  

This quesƟon was straight forward, and most students were able to achieve the mark for it. Most 
of the candidates answered well and scored high marks. 

 

 

 



QuesƟon 6: 

Many candidates were given full marks. However, some of them got only one despite they 
provided the correct evidence where they included a specify type of music or celebraƟons like 
( السنة رأس احتفالات ) 

 

QuesƟon 4 and 8:  

These quesƟons were about the use of sentences and words in the text, as it is kind of wriƟng 
style لاغةᘘال that requires a high level of proficiency in the knowledge of the language. Most 
candidates struggled to idenƟfy the different styles of wriƟng used by the author. Most 
candidates were confused between different styles used in the text and were naming rhetorical 
styles الᘘلاغᘭة الأسالᘭب  by the wrong terms such as الأسلوب  ᢝ

᡽ᣍشاᙏالا  ͱي الأسلوب ᢔᣂالخ  Structural style. 
Students also made a mistake in disƟnguishing between assonance and alliteraƟon between 
counterpoint and tandem as well as between metonymy and metaphor. Most students failed in 
the rhetorical analysis of the text and menƟoned the purposes of its use. A group of students 
only presented general informaƟon without applying it to the text and this negaƟvely affected 
the grades assigned to the students.  ما᛿  ة أخطأᘘالطل   ᢝ

ᡧᣚ  ᡧ ᢕᣂالتمي   ᡧ ᢕᣌوالجناس السجع ب   ᡧ ᢕᣌᗖاق وᘘادف  الط ᡨᣂوال  

ᡧ   كذلك  و  ᢕᣌة بᘌنا᜻ة جل وفشل.  والاستعارة الᘘالطل  ᢝ
ᡧᣚ لᘭالتحل  ᢝ

ᡧᣘلاᘘات وذكر  للنص الᘌوقد  استعماله غا  ᡧᣛتᜧمن مجموعة ا  
ᢝ   الطلᘘة

ᡧᣚ حفظوها   عامة معلومات عرض  ᢝ
ᡧᣚ لاغة علمᘘدون الᗷ  قهاᘭشᜓل تطبᚽ صحيح ᣢا  أثر  ما   وهذا  النص عᘘسل  ᣢع  

للطلᘘة  المسندة الدرجات  . 

Even both texts are more accessible by most candidates than previous years but always these 
quesƟons sƟll represent an issue for this paper as lots of students use pre-learnt 
sentences/paragraphs to answer this quesƟon. Lots of answers look very similar. There is also a 
problem with finding correct quotes to jusƟfy their answers especially with the use of language.  

 

QuesƟon 7a and 7b: 

QuesƟon 7a was easy for the candidates to understand and answer correctly as the text was easy 
for them to understand. Many of the candidates answered well and scored high marks. We 
accept قᗫᖔسᙬف الᘭة والتوظᗷاᘭة والقطاعات الاقتصاد  عن نᘭالخدمات  

QuesƟon 7b was found difficult by some of the candidates. They were unable to extract the 
correct answer from the text as they found the quesƟon hard to understand.  

 

QuesƟon 9: 

No sign of improvement as most candidates wrote a summary. This quesƟon was the hardest as 
it involved a rhetorical comparison between two different texts as well as it being a heavily 
weighted quesƟon with fiŌeen marks. Candidates should compare how the two writers were 



able to express their opinions about how to be happy and successful in your life.  They must 
menƟon what is the type of each text, who the audient is, what the type of language used 
(formal or not), the tone of the text as is it serious or not, choice of vocabulary, and grammaƟcal 
structure. The candidate can use some of the points presented in the fourth and eighth 
quesƟons when comparing them.  

 

SecƟon 2 

QuesƟon 10:   

Most answers gave a detailed summary, however, many students missed the bullet point of 
social relaƟonships المشاركة  ᢝ

ᡧᣚ شطةᙏة الأᘭة والعلاقات المجتمعᘭجابᘌن مع الاᗫᖁالآخ  and wrote about social 
acƟviƟes instead showing a misunderstanding of the bullet point. 

 

SecƟon 3 

QuesƟon 11: 

Students' answers showed a weakness in the grammar level. Many candidates did not respond 
well. They were unable to extract the correct answers from the text and this is down to a 
weakness in the grammaƟcal aspect. 

 

QuesƟon 12: 

This is a good quesƟon that shows the student's strength and intelligence. QuesƟon 12e was a 
challenging quesƟon because the given word was ( حرث) and many students never thought that 
they should change it to ( محراثا). 

 

QuesƟon 13: 

Candidates were unable to use grammaƟcal skills to get the correct answer resulƟng in very low 
marks being scored. For quesƟon 13d instead of wriƟng ع فاعلᖔمرف  ....they wrote إلᘭه مضاف  ͭ نعت  .....    
A lot of them did not try to aƩempt this quesƟon and leŌ it blank. 

Q13e: This quesƟon was found difficult. A lot of them leŌ the quesƟon unanswered and the 
majority who answered did not do so correctly. They would oŌen write ه مفعولᗷ ظرف ͭ منصوب  
الᣆف من ممنᖔع لأنه الᣄ᜻ة  ᗷدل  ᗷالفتحة مجرور  إلᘭه مضاف instead of .... مᜓان   ...... 

 

 



QuesƟon 14: 

This quesƟon includes a set of grammaƟcal rules that the student must know. Several students 
answered correctly. However, there were sƟll a lot who failed to correctly answer. This quesƟon 
was found easier compared to Q11, Q12 and Q13, however there were sƟll some cases of weak 
grammar. 

 

The rubric of the quesƟon is clear: do not add or delete any words that are not needed. In other 
words, do not add words to the sentence. Some students made the mistake of adding words on 
their own. For example: Q14c ( للعشاء  أصدقائه مع  ᘌخᖁج أن خالد   يᗫᖁد  ) rather than  دᗫᖁج  أن خالد  يᖁخᘌ مع  

للعشاء  الأصدقاء  

Q14d: ( اليوم الحرارة درجة ᢝᣦ  ما  ) rather than  اليوم الحرارة درجة ما  as in the quesƟon.  

 

Advice to centres: 

• Centres are advised to remind the candidates to write clearly and to write in black pen.  
• Candidates should be informed that the marking is done electronically, so they should 

answer the quesƟons in the allocated space.  Some candidates have answered quesƟon 8 
in the space of quesƟon 9 and vice versa and that has affected the marking procedure.  

• Centres should inform their candidates that they should not answer in the transcript 
booklet as it will not be scanned for marking.  

• Centres are also reminded to use past papers, mark schemes and examiner’s reports. 
• Paying aƩenƟon to rubric is strongly recommended. 
• Centres should inform their candidates to show a clear understanding of quesƟon 2, 

quesƟon 3b, quesƟon 6, and quesƟon 7b. These quesƟons award 2 marks each one for 
the students answer and one for the quotaƟon hence they need to be very clear. The 
quotaƟon should be clear using the quotaƟon sign “”. 

• Centres should advise their students the best way to answer quesƟon 9. The Arabic 
teacher should advise students to compare how the two writers express their opinions. 
They must menƟon the type of texts (e.g. arƟcle, interview...), who the audience is, the 
type of language used (formal or not), the tone of the text (serious or not), choice of 
vocabulary, and grammaƟcal structure. The mark scheme has been updated to provide 
more clarity to teachers. 
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