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Introduction

The examination paper designed to accommodate a wide range of student profiles. The
International GCSE qualification is graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1,
where the total subject mark having 9 as the highest grade and 1 being the lowest.

General:
The content and the structure of the question paper as follow:

The question paper consists of two parts - the text booklet and the Questions booklet.

The text booklet consists of three passages relating to themes that consist of:
¢ Youth Matters
e Education
e Media
e Culture
e Sport & Leisure
¢ Travel & Tourism
¢ Business, work & Development
e Environment
¢ Health

¢ Technology

This series’ text booklet contains three parts divided into two topics: Tourism (trip to north pole)
and tourism (the festivals for all).

e The question booklet is divided into three sections; Section One is 49 marks and covers
questions 1 to 9 which are based on the first and second texts.

Question 4 and Question 8 require the candidates to apply rhetoric and literary analysis to the
texts. Question 9 requires the candidates to apply literary and rhetoric analysis to compare
between the texts. Students should be advised of the best way to answer question 9; They must
mention the type of texts, the type of audience, the type of language used, the tone of the text,



the choice of vocabulary, and grammatical structure. The updated mark scheme is very clear to
follow. Section Two demands a summary on the third text (lgs gwiws Y 89,5 d>all Health is an
indispensable wealth) with 6 marks. Section Three is grammar-based questions and has 20
marks.

The total marks for this paper are 75 marks.

Comments on Individual Questions:

Section 1

The first and second texts are Jleid! cadll J] dl>yand greed) bl gl

Question 1:

Most candidates got the answer right. There were a minority who confused the word “thickness”
with fish. (e 2o wdadl €lal). Another minority answered “to go on an air balloon” which was
wrong.

Question 2:

The Q2 was straightforward as well, and numerous numbers of candidates were successful;
however, some of them did not get the full mark because they either stated the quote or missed
it.

Question 3a and 3b:

Both Parts (a) & (b) were quite easy and the many candidates managed to give the right answer.
However, in part b, some candidates wrote long quotes, including the correct part. So, they must
be trained enough to select the evidence accurately and save their time during the exam.

Question 5:

This question was straight forward, and most students were able to achieve the mark for it. Most
of the candidates answered well and scored high marks.



Question 6:

Many candidates were given full marks. However, some of them got only one despite they
provided the correct evidence where they included a specify type of music or celebrations like
(Ldl oly Y az>1)

Question 4 and 8:

These questions were about the use of sentences and words in the text, as it is kind of writing
style 4&MJ1 that requires a high level of proficiency in the knowledge of the language. Most
candidates struggled to identify the different styles of writing used by the author. Most
candidates were confused between different styles used in the text and were naming rhetorical
styles&eMl culludl by the wrong terms such as ¢l oI\ SLasVl o gludl Structural style.
Students also made a mistake in distinguishing between assonance and alliteration between
counterpoint and tandem as well as between metonymy and metaphor. Most students failed in
the rhetorical analysis of the text and mentioned the purposes of its use. A group of students
only presented general information without applying it to the text and this negatively affected
the grades assigned to the students. Caldlg llall (g pelizlly aomedl o el § dullal lasi LS

O degoze (fIS1 U89 dllesinl WL S39 paill (S Jdoatll 3 Al o Jads B)laiwdly HUSII o IS
e W (3T ke 1y el e musue S Liadal g 48D1 ple § Wglad> dale Wloglas (b5e (3 dullall
dullall B! ol

Even both texts are more accessible by most candidates than previous years but always these
guestions still represent an issue for this paper as lots of students use pre-learnt
sentences/paragraphs to answer this question. Lots of answers look very similar. There is also a
problem with finding correct quotes to justify their answers especially with the use of language.

Question 7a and 7b:

Question 7a was easy for the candidates to understand and answer correctly as the text was easy
for them to understand. Many of the candidates answered well and scored high marks. We
accept dsbssdl wlelhadlly sLadl e dild Cadbgidly (29l

Question 7b was found difficult by some of the candidates. They were unable to extract the
correct answer from the text as they found the question hard to understand.

Question 9:

No sign of improvement as most candidates wrote a summary. This question was the hardest as
it involved a rhetorical comparison between two different texts as well as it being a heavily
weighted question with fifteen marks. Candidates should compare how the two writers were



able to express their opinions about how to be happy and successful in your life. They must
mention what is the type of each text, who the audient is, what the type of language used
(formal or not), the tone of the text as is it serious or not, choice of vocabulary, and grammatical
structure. The candidate can use some of the points presented in the fourth and eighth
guestions when comparing them.

Section 2
Question 10:

Most answers gave a detailed summary, however, many students missed the bullet point of
social relationships ¢py39! e 4ol GBMally dunosizeel! EIEERL 3 4S)liell and wrote about social
activities instead showing a misunderstanding of the bullet point.

Section 3
Question 11:

Students' answers showed a weakness in the grammar level. Many candidates did not respond
well. They were unable to extract the correct answers from the text and this is down to a
weakness in the grammatical aspect.

Question 12:

This is a good question that shows the student's strength and intelligence. Question 12e was a
challenging question because the given word was ( &,>) and many students never thought that
they should change it to ( Gly=>xx).

Question 13:

Candidates were unable to use grammatical skills to get the correct answer resulting in very low
marks being scored. For question 13d instead of writing £99ye Jel....they wrotedd] Blae /cus.....
A lot of them did not try to attempt this question and left it blank.

Q13e: This question was found difficult. A lot of them left the question unanswered and the
majority who answered did not do so correctly. They would often write (3L /G guain 4y Jgado
O8.... instead of Lxall (e Esins dY 8l Jo Al Hgyme 4] Blias ...



Question 14:

This question includes a set of grammatical rules that the student must know. Several students

answered correctly. However, there were still a lot who failed to correctly answer. This question
was found easier compared to Q11, Q12 and Q13, however there were still some cases of weak
grammar.

The rubric of the question is clear: do not add or delete any words that are not needed. In other
words, do not add words to the sentence. Some students made the mistake of adding words on
their own. For example: Q14c (slaall 45Busl as g3 of W W) rather than g e of W W)
claadd By

Q14d: (psd! )=l &> (p L) rather than psdl 8,1 423 b as in the question.

Advice to centres:

e Centres are advised to remind the candidates to write clearly and to write in black pen.

e Candidates should be informed that the marking is done electronically, so they should
answer the questions in the allocated space. Some candidates have answered question 8
in the space of question 9 and vice versa and that has affected the marking procedure.

e Centres should inform their candidates that they should not answer in the transcript
booklet as it will not be scanned for marking.

e Centres are also reminded to use past papers, mark schemes and examiner’s reports.

e Paying attention to rubric is strongly recommended.

e Centres should inform their candidates to show a clear understanding of question 2,
guestion 3b, question 6, and question 7b. These questions award 2 marks each one for
the students answer and one for the quotation hence they need to be very clear. The
guotation should be clear using the quotation sign “”.

e Centres should advise their students the best way to answer question 9. The Arabic
teacher should advise students to compare how the two writers express their opinions.
They must mention the type of texts (e.g. article, interview...), who the audience is, the
type of language used (formal or not), the tone of the text (serious or not), choice of
vocabulary, and grammatical structure. The mark scheme has been updated to provide
more clarity to teachers.
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