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Introduction

It was pleasing to see the majority of candidates attempting all questions. In both the
developmental section and optional sections, candidates demonstrated their ability across a wide
range of questions.

There appeared to be a renewed focus in addressing the Assessment Objective (AO)2
requirements of a question. There was a growing number of candidates no longer only citing a
name but choosing elements of the scenarios to illustrate their points.

The quality of a number of the extended open-response essays where the taxonomy of 'evaluate’
was used was pleasing to see. The eight-mark essay in the developmental section where
candidates were required to evaluate Erikson's stages of psychosocial development was
particularly well-answered.

There was a good understanding of the eight stages. Indeed, a number of candidates introduced
the fact that a ninth stage had been added given the increasing ageing population worldwide. The
AO3 element was strong, where both strengths and weaknesses were given, offering competing
arguments that allowed candidates to achieve the higher-level mark bands.

The responses for the introductory questions in the developmental section in respect of "Piaget's
theory of cogntive development" were also well-detailed and demonstrated a good level
of understanding.

It would be beneficial for candidates to revisit the prescribed studies in each of the sections. The
contemporary study of choice elicited a number of blank entries and, for some, the knowledge
and understanding of both Ding et al (2012) and Ashdown and Bernard (2012) was limited.

A number of candidates may need to revise the requirements of a bar chart because the title was
often incomplete, not including both variables, meaning they were unable to achieve the full
range of marks.
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Question 1(a)

This is an AO2 question that required candidates to identify a correct stage of development from
Piaget's theory of cognitive development in relation to the scenario.

The majority of candidates identified the sensorimotor stage of development correctly. Some
candidates stated ‘the first stage’, which was not enough for the mark. If the candidate had
elaborated with detail from the scenario, for example, first stage because she is six months old,
then it would have gained the mark because it is clearly linked to the scenario.

SECTION A
Developmental Psychology
Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

1 Gianna is six months old. Her father likes to play games with her. He shows Gianna
her favourite teddy bear. He hides the teddy bear while she is watching but she does
not look for it once it is out of sight.

(a) Identify which stage of development Gianna is in, according to Piaget’s stages of

cognitive development.
(1)

AN
\/ /1 ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Comments

This response achieves 1 mark: A one-word answer "sensorimotor" is enough for the mark
because this does not make it generic. Candidates will have had to look at the scenario to
make the correct decision.
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Question 1(b)

Candidates were required to describe why Gianna did not look for her teddy bear in relation to
Piaget's stages of cognitive development and with reference to the scenario.

Many candidates were able to explain accurately that she may not have obtained object
permanence due to being six months old, for 1 mark. They went on to explain that she no longer
looked for the teddy bear because she forgot that it exists, which linked back to object
permanence for the second mark.

Some candidates successfully used the concepts of mental representations and schema to
explain why Gianna did not look for the teddy bear.

A number of candidates tried to use egocentrism as a concept. That was not applicable to the
scenario because this was not an egocentrism issue.

(b) Describe, using your knowledge of Piaget’s stages of cognitive development, why
Gianna does not look for the teddy bear.
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Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks: identifying the sensorimotor stage is a link to the scenario,
even though it is not stated, because it is a correct judgement, based on Gianna’s age, why
she has not obtained object permanence (1) describing that because the bear is out of sight,
it ceases to exist for Gianna (1)
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If the question requires 2xA02 description marks, candidates need to use two elements of
the scenario to illustrate their points.
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Question 1(c)

Question (Q)1c was an AO2 'describe’ question that required candidates to use the concept of
conservation in relation to Micah's scenario.

This question was answered well by many candidates. There was a strong understanding of
conservation and this was linked to the scenario, commonly by stating Micah's age. This was then
described as to why Micah may not have achieved conservation. Candidates continued, for the
second mark, to explain conservation in terms of the scenario, linking it to why Micah said no or
thinner glass, volume of water or taller.

Some candidates explained conservation in the form of logical reasoning and even went further,
using one of two sub-stages (function sub-stage) to explain why it had not been achieved.

A small number of candidates tried to use the concept of centration, which is correct, but it had
to be linked to the scenario in some way to achieve the mark.

Egocentrism was also stated in some responses, but again, this not applicable to the tasks given
in the scenario, so not creditworthy.

(c) Gianna's brother, Micah, is five years old. His teacher showed him two equal
glasses of water and asked him if the quantity of the liquid was the same in each
glass. Micah said yes. The teacher then poured one of the glasses of water into a
taller, thinner glass. The teacher asked Micah for a second time if the quantity of
the liquid in each glass was still the same, and he said no.

Describe why Micah might think that one glass has more liquid than the other,
when asked for the second time.
(2)

owv;.w]wok-rw:un,r}wv\mwﬂvmﬂwﬂ L o e
............ p l.v.ﬂﬁml,,,?fuwmO’j,dhﬂlqwtﬂ—chﬂ%}mrm-rw.wlc..;-h-mw\-
............... T -{,;I'f'yc‘ﬁ«:}nbpchnﬁgu

(Total for Question 1 = 5 marks)
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This response achieves 2 marks for: Micah being in the pre-operational stage of
development (1) Identifying the correct stage is enough for a link to the scenario, because
this correct judgement could only have been made by understanding the appropriate age of
Micah applying the concept of conservation, with the link of liquid to the scenario (1)
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Question 2(a)

This was an AO1 and AO3 question that required candidates to suggest an improvement that
could be made to the Strange Situation procedure.

There was a number of different responses for this question that were equally creditworthy.

Some candidates suggested including fathers or other primary caregivers to make the results
more applicable to a wider range of genders of caregivers, so more applicable to everyday life.
Other candidates chose to suggest that children from other countries/cultures other than only
America should be included, so that it was more representative of children from wider cultures.

A number of candidates suggested performing the procedure in a more familiar/natural
environment, for example the child’s home, and then justified this by explaining this would make
it more ecological in terms of validity, or less distressing for a child being separated from their
mother in an unfamiliar environment.

Improvements that suggested a major change to the published procedure were not creditworthy
because they were essentially changing the study. For example, some candidates suggested
removing the stage where the mother leaves the room or having the mother remain in the room
throughout all of the stages, to reduce infant distress. This would not be an acceptable
improvement because without separation from the mother, the assessment would not be using
the same 8-stage processes.

A question that requires an improvement to a study or investigation for two marks, is essentially
a What, How, Why response.

The candidates need to identify:

* What needs to change
+ How this will be done

* Why this makes it better
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2 Mary Ainsworth developed the Strange Situation procedure to understand the types
of attachment in children.

(a) Explain one improvement that could be made to the Strange Situation procedure.
(2)
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Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks for: an identification that children from other cultures
should be used (Japan is cited but would not be necessary because they have already told
us the original sample was American children) (1) justifying it by explaining that preventing
an imposed etic would give insight into attachment in varied cultures (1)
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Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Improvements to a study or investigation need a What, How, Why response.
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Question 2(b)

This question required candidates to identify one reason why cross-cultural research is used to
study attachment types in children.

Many candidates suggested that the reason for the research was to look for similarities or
differences in attachment types or to investigate the universality of attachment styles for the AO1
mark.

To gain the AO3 justification mark, the candidates needed to explain what their suggested reason
would achieve, or how it could be measured. A number of candidates chose to use supporting
evidence to justify the point. Other candidates explained that this would make the findings more
generalisable to other cultures for the AO3 mark.

If candidates choose supporting evidence to justify a reason, then the findings or applications of
the study need to be explained; just stating the name of the researchers is not creditworthy.

Attachment types in children have also been studied cross-culturally.
(b) Explain one reason why cross-cultural research is used to study attachment types
in children.
(2)
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This response achieves 2 marks: The AO1 mark is given for identifying the reason that it
could be used, to see whether there are similar distributions of attachment types in
different cultures (1) The AO3 mark was given for explaining what this may achieve, and help
give insight into resulting adult behaviours of the child from different cultural perspectives

(M
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Question 3(a)

This question required candidates to give an accurate description of how Bibha and Dalvie could
have carried out an overt observation.

As an AO2 question, the response had to relate to the scenario; it also had to describe elements
of an overt observation. Descriptions of procedures, data collection and also preliminary ethics
(gaining informed consent from the parents and nursery) were acceptable.

References to covert observations, for example, Bibha and Dalvie being hidden, secret, one-way
mirror or pretending to be teachers were not creditworthy because these were operations from a
covert observation.

Describing methodologies that could equally apply to other experimental methods, for example
dividing children into groups, also were not creditworthy.

Many responses suggested that informed consent should be gained from the parents/nursery for
1 mark. Another mark was gained for suggesting that they could record the children in the
different activities listed in the scenario.

Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS03 01 1



Bibha and Dalvie carried out an overt observation at their local nursery to investigate
which types of play were more successful at encouraging children to play together,
They introduced the children to activities such as building with blocks, drawing
pictures, playing hide and seek and completing puzzles.

(a) Describe how Bibha and Dalvie could have carried out their overt observation at

the local nursery.
(2)

Qe:)cou\&’*we-‘heu“msﬂj\u‘s"cae%erondeaun\\j
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Anem.,
The data gathered by Bibha and Dalvie in the observation is shown in Table 1.
Types of play activity
Building with | Drawing a Playing hide | Completing a
blocks picture and seek puzzle
Total number of children 8 5 10 6
who played together in
each activity
Table 1

a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks for: suggesting they would take the children (this is part of
an overt observation) then children would be split into the different activities in which they
were going to be observed (1) describing that Bibha and Dalvie would then observe them in
the relevant activity and record the data (1) If the candidate had simply written about putting
them into four different groups of activities, that would not be creditworthy. The response
had to be related to overt observation.

12
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3 Bibha and Dalvie carried out an o\?ggn;gmum

which types of play were more successful at en

They introduced the children to activities such as bu
pictures, playing hide and seek and completing puzzles.

(a) Describe how Bibha and Dalvie could have carried out their overt observation at

the local nursery.

at their local nursery to investigate
couraging children to play together.

B Wi b

locks, drawing

(2)
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The data gathered by Bibha and Dalvie in the observation is shown in Table 1.
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Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks: for suggesting that informed consent would be obtained
from the parents of the local nursery (1) and for describing how they would be overtly

observed in respect of the activities (1)

Types of play activity
Building with | Drawinga Playing hide | Completing a
blocks picture and seek puzzle
Total number of children 8 5 10 6
who played together in
each activity
Table 1

Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS03 01
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Question 3(b)

This was a mathematics question where candidates had to use data from a table and draw an
appropriate bar chart.

1 mark for an appropriate title, which had to include the number of children, and play together in
some format

1 mark for appropriate labelling of the axes
Y axis: number of children. If it only stated children it was not correctly labelled

X axis: labelling under the bars and the labels had to apply to the correct height of the bar - both
had to be correct for the mark

1 mark for the correct plot in terms of number and being evenly distributed
Many candidates achieved 3 marks because they fulfilled all of the correct criteria.
With a bar chart, the plots must be spaced at regular intervals.

A number of candidates produced histograms because the plots were adjoining and these were
not creditworthy.
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(b) Draw a bar chart to illustrate the data given in Table 1.
(3)

Total Aumber of Clildien a%?la:)ed &aemrfneach ad{u?i«,
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This response achieves 3 marks: Appropriate title which includes number of children and
play activity (1) Appropriate labelling of axes (1) Accurate plots (1)

16
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(b) Draw a bar chart to illustrate the data given in Table 1.
(3)

Title
_wererl & A eax. graph.ripriremang ehildaem.. who
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This response achieves 2 marks: The title is incorrect because it does not include the
number correct axes (1) correct plots (1)

18

Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS03 01



Question 3(c)

This was an AO2/AO3 question that required candidates to identify a weakness of using an overt

observation in relation to the scenario.

Many candidates were able to suggest that the children knew they were being observed and did
not behave naturally. The concept of researcher effects is evident in the description, so did not

need to be explicitly named for one mark.

The most common responses for AO3 were that this did not necessarily represent the children’s
normal behaviour so was not ecologically valid, lacked application to the real world or was

unreprese ntative.

(c) Describe one weakness of Bibha and Dalvie using an overt observation to
investigate which types of play encouraged playing togethet.
(2)

VAQL oL Observanion. reons e reseiYes s o0l mnowed.
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This response achieves 2 marks: for suggesting it is subject to researcher effects in relation
to the scenario (1) which leads to invalid results about what type of play encourages playing
together, again in relation to the scenario (1)

Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS03 01
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Question 4

This was an eight-mark question that required candidates to evaluate Erikson's stages of
psychosocial development.

Many candidates engaged well with the question. AO1 was accurate and thorough because the
candidates had used a number of Erikson's stages and described in detail how the central
conflicts could be resolved, leading to the basic virtues.

In AO3, the arguments were developed, citing both strengths and weakness, criticisms and
limitations of the stages. Research studies were also used to support or refute Erikson’s model.
Alternative theories and explanations of psychosocial development were also used.

Some candidates provided a list-like form of the eight stages for the AO1 element of the essay,
which limited the marks to the lower levels of the mark scheme. It was mostly accurate
knowledge, because these had not been described. The AO3 was often superficial, with little
explanation of development.

If a theory has multiple concepts and the question asks to evaluate the theory, it is beneficial for
candidates to give an overview of the concepts for the AO1 element of the essay.

Then, concentrate on a smaller number, because this allows for the elements of accurate and
thorough knowledge and understanding to be addressed.

AO3 needs to have competing arguments, which can be differences between alternative theories
or research, in order to achieve Level 4.
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4 Evaluate Erikson’s stages of psychosocial development,
(8)
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This response achieves 8 marks: AO1 is thorough and accurate. The candidate has given a
basic outline of the theory followed by a selection of the stages, which have been described
in detail. AO3 is well-developed and demonstrates an awareness of competing arguments.
The candidate has used studies to support and refute the theory. They have also used
alternative theories, such as Freud, as a competing argument.
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Question 5

This was an eight-mark essay that required candidates to assess whether the chosen
contemporary study has furthered our understanding of developmental psycholology.

A number of candidates did not attempt the question, for either Ashdown and Bernard (2012) or
Ding et al (2012) and appeared to have no knowledge of the core contemporary study.

Many candidates demonstrated accurate knowledge and understanding of the aim, procedure,
sample, results, and conclusion. They did not appear to have a thorough understanding of the
study, limiting the marks achievable to the lower levels of the mark band.

For AO3, where the taxonomy of the question is assess, candidates need to analyse, interpret and
evaluate information, ideas and evidence in order to make judgements and reach conclusions
showing to what extent the chosen study had furthered our understanding of developmental
psychology. The candidates appeared to have written 'evaluate' essays where the points raised
were mostly strengths and weaknesses but only added 'furthered our understanding' at the end
without making a judgement as to why.

Some candidates were able to explain and develop the evaluation points, explaining in what way
the particular issues they had raised did, or did not, further our understanding in developmental
psychology. This enabled the candidates to achieve Levels 3 and 4 of the levels-based mark
scheme.

When the taxonomy of the essay is 'assess' for the AO3 element of the question, candidates need
to make a judgement in respect of a term used in the question.

In this case, it was whether the contemporary study had furthered our understanding in
developmental psychology. See the example below, where the candidate has a number of
elements and a final applied judgement.

“Ding et al. only investigated children from China so their results are not generalisable to other
countries. Cross-cultural research into attachment has shown that different cultures and countries have
differences in the proportions of the various attachment styles, which may indicate culturally specific
differences in parenting style. Without similar research in other countries, aside from China, we cannot
tell if Ding et al’s results apply universally, so we can't tell if this study necessarily helps further our
understanding of developmental psychology in all cultures.”
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| 5 In developmental psychology, you will have learned about one of the following

[

contemporary studies in detail:
+ Ashdown and Bernard (2012)
+  Ding etal. (2014)
Assess whether your contemporary study has furthered our understanding of
developmental psychology.
Chosen Study:
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(Total for Question 5 = 8 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 32 MARKS
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This response achieves Level 4, 7 marks. AO1: top Level 4. It is thorough and accurate
because it gives full details of the contemporary study, Ding et al AO3: bottom Level 4. Whilst
the candidate attempts to explain 'why' it furthers our understanding in developmental
psychology, it is very basic. It is only just a little more than adding the phrase at the end of
the essay.
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5 In developmental psychology, you will have learned about one of the following
contemporary studies in detail:

+ Ashdown and Bernard (2012)
Ding et al. (2014) _
:;;e.ss whether your contemporary study has furthered our understanding of
evel

opmental psychology.
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TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 32 MARKS
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This response achieves Level 3, 6 marks: AO1 is bottom Level 4 because the details of the
study are accurate and thorough. AO3 is bottom Level 3 because there is a number of
strengths and weaknesses, but no competing arguments and 'has furthered our
understanding' has just been added at the end of each paragraph without reference to how
or why.
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Question 6

This was an AO2 question, where candidates had to describe how social learning from the media
could be used to explain Hannah's criminal and anti-social behaviour.

Many candidates engaged well with this question, stating in each point a concept from social
learning theory (SLT) and linking this with an illustration from the scenario to support the
appropriate SLT terminology.

Some candidates gave generic answers, described social learning theory and reference to the
media in general but without making reference to the scenario.

SECTIONB

Answer ALL questions from EITHER OPTION 1: CRIMINOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY
OR OPTION 2: HEALTH PSYCHOLOGY.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross X.

If you answer questions in Option 1, put a cross in the box [ .
OPTION 1: CRIMINOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY

6 Hannah spends several hours a day watching videos on a social media platform.

She watches videos where people challenge each other to behave in criminal

and anti-social ways. The vﬁﬁmgw the people being punished for their

behaviours. Hannah has recently been caught stealing from a sl'flog and using
Mge towards the other customers.

Describe how social learning from the media may account for Hannah's criminal and
anti-social behaviour.

_Socidl leacng, dheosu
_,qwi Qadisocral be

m@me ol U and seul &c;;a
) 8\\09 Awﬂ 40 3*12 _yicarious  peidosLeme scr:'}frg_tjw&fcn-"r '

M\M QD( C‘Lﬂ g EQ‘“U‘@UQ\S on ¢ (Total for Question 6 = 2 marks)

Sa:?a\ medfa p\aotﬂﬁm

30 Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS03 01



N
\( { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks for: the description of vicarious reinforcement, which had
been linked to the scenario (1) leading her to perform criminal acts (taken from the scenario)
due to replicating role models (1)
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Question 7(a)

This question required candidates to explain one positive and one negative effect of using a
Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) programme in relation to a scenario. It was an AO2/A03
guestion, so the identification of the positive and negative effect had to give a description of a
positive and negative feature of CBT in relation to Levi's treatment programme.

The majority of candidates linked key positive features of CBT such as learning to recognise
distortions in thinking, or problems of learned unhelpful behaviours to Levi's programme. In
respect of the negative effect, the short programme window of six weeks was often cited. These
achieved the AO2 mark.

For the AO3 mark candidates used supporting studies or an exemplification in the scenario to
support their judgment.

Some candidates were able to identify the positive and negative effects, using elements from the
scenario but did not justify these to achieve the AO3 marks.
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7 Leviis a psychologist at a prison and wants to investigate whether Cognitive
Behavioural Therapy (CBT) would be an effective treatment for offenders convicted of

crimes such as assault. He arranged for the offenders to attend a six-week Cognitive
Behavioural Therapy (CBT) programme.

He asked the offenders to complete a self-report questionnaire at the beginning of
the therapy to rate their levels of aggression. Levi also asked them to complete the
same self-report questionnaire at the end of the six-week period so that he could
measure the effectiveness of the programme.

(a) Explain one positive effect and one negative effect of Levi using a Cognitive
Behavioural Therapy (CBT) programme to treat the offenders.

(4)
Positive effect
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Yeolutand). e T Feamcdidy yoile. 8 LB . provivdes... Proyr bainam. Ll
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Negative effect
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to. becane  commi LA owaed . foarsla exlree Towles. ttacda o
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response achieves 4 marks: Positive Effect AO2 links the feature of controlling anger
and linking this to the scenario (1) AO3 explains the benefits of this positive effect in
providing strategies to deal with the anger when released (1) Negative Effect AO2 links the
negative effect of time in respect of the programme linking it with the scenario (1) AO3
explains the negative consequence of dropping out from the programme (1)
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Question 7(b)

This was a four-mark question that required candidates to describe two reasons why primary
data was used rather than secondary data, in respect of an investigation detailed in the scenario.

Many candidates gave generic responses for this question. They described primary data and
secondary data but did not make a comparison or make reference to the scenario.

Some candidates used elements from the scenario successfully, to gain one mark for suggesting
a reason why Levi chose primary data. Example: Levi chose primary data so that he could ask
questions specifically designed for his investigation to measure the effectiveness of the CBT
programme. This example would not gain a second mark because there is no comparison with
secondary data.

In a two-mark question that asks for a reason in respect of elements from a scenario, there must
be at least one link to the scenario for the response to achieve the full two marks.

(b) Describe two reasons why Levi may have chosen to gather primary data rather
than secondary data for his investigation.

(4)
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(Total for Question 7 = 8 marks)
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Examiner Comments

This response achieves 4 marks: Reason 1: the description in respect of primary data is in
context and then this is compared with secondary data, which is not in context but achieves
the full two marks. Reason 2: the description of primary data is not in context, but is correct.
However, the comparison with secondary data is in context, so achieves the full two marks.

In a two-mark question that asks for a reason in respect of elements from a scenario, there must
be at least one link to the scenario for the response to achieve the full 2 marks.

(b) Describe two reasons why Levi may have chosen to gather primary data rather
than secondary data for his investigation.
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This response achieves 4 marks: Reason 1: marking point in respect of secondary data is in
context and a very brief and only just creditworthy comparison is made with primary data.
Reason 2: marking point for the description of primary data (not named but evident from
the description) is in context and again, there is another very brief comparison with
secondary data.
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Question 8(a)
Candidates were required to use the data from a data table to justify a conclusion.

The scenario outlined that there were two personality traits and the researcher had calculated
the mean number of criminal acts perpetrated by the two different personality traits. To gain the
full two marks candidates needed to make a comparison between the two personality types,
psychopathic and low self-control, using data from the table.

Many candidates were able accurately to use the data to support a comparison between the two
personality types.

Some candidates used the data from the different types of crime for one personality type and
were able to achieve one mark for the comparison.

A number of candidates simply repeated the data from the table without making a justification,
and achieved zero marks.
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8 Atisha carried out an investigation into whether personality traits were linked with
different criminal acts and anti-social behaviour.

Atisha conducted a meta-analysis of 200 articles about criminals, found in a
well-established database. She found that there were two key personality traits
mentioned in the articles, psychopathic traits, and low self-control. She calculated the
mean number of criminal acts committed by the two different personality traits.

The results of the investigation are shown in Table 2.

Mean number of Mean number of
acts committed acts committed by
by criminals with criminals with low
psychopathic traits self-control

Violent crime 255 14.2

Anti-social behaviour 12.8 217

Substance abuse 16.1 234
Table 2

(a) Atisha concluded that criminals who are judged to have low self-control are more
likely to engage in substance abuse than violent crime.

Justify Atisha’s conclusion with reference to the data in Table 2.

(2)

2 ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks for; using the data between psychopathic traits and low self-
control (1) justifying the data (1)
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8 Atisha carried out an investigation into whether personality traits were linked with
different criminal acts and anti-social behaviour.

Atisha conducted a meta-analysis of 200 articles about criminals, found in a
well-established database. She found that there were two key personality traits
mentioned in the articles, psychopathic traits, and low self-control, She calculated the
mean number of criminal acts committed by the two different personality traits.

The results of the investigation are shown in Table 2.

Mean number of Mean number of
acts committed acts committed by
by criminals with criminals with low
psychopathic traits self-control
Violent crime 25.5 14.2
Anti-social behaviour 128 21.7
Substance abuse 16.1 234
Table 2

(a) Atisha concluded that criminals who are judged to have low self-control are more
likely to engage in substance abuse than violent crime.

Justify Atisha’s conclusion with reference to the data in Table 2.
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(2)
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Examiner Comments

This response achieves 1 mark: accurate data in respect of the different types of crime has
been justified (1)
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Question 8(b)

This was a two-mark question where candidates had to explain one improvement that could be
made in terms of reliability in respect of the scenario.

The most common creditworthy point was for Atisha to have a second researcher do the meta-
analysis to ensure she has not made any mistakes, for the AO2 mark.

For the AO3 mark this was then justified in terms of reliability, suggesting that it would improve
inter-rater reliability, because they would compare the results for consistency between them.

Some candidates suggested including data from other articles/sources for the AO2 mark but they
did not achieve the AO3 mark because they did not justify why this would make her study better.

(b) Explain one way that Atisha could improve her investigation in terms of reliability.
(2)

R, L sk viwwh,x ;d e 200

\"/ / ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks: AO2 mark for stating using another researcher to look at
the 200 articles (1) AO3 mark for improving inter-rater reliability because it negates human
error (1)

With an improvement question there needs to be an improvement in respect of the existing
methodology. Any other suggestion is changing the investigation.

A number of candidates suggested gathering primary data in place of using secondary data, but
this is changing the procedure of the study and therefore is not creditworthy.
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{(b) Explain one way that Atisha could improve her investigation in terms of reliability.
(2)
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Examiner Comments

This response achieves 1 mark: AO2: for suggesting the improvement of using multiple
raters/coders (1) Inter-rater reliability is not justified, so there is no AO3 mark.
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Question 8(c)

In this question, candidates were required to describe one ethical guideline that could be
considered when using semi-structured interviews.

The majority of candidates achieved 1 mark for this question. The candidates identified an ethical
guideline, but did not describe it, therefore the marks were given for the whole response where
there was only one discernible description in respect of semi-structured interviews.

Where candidates did not achieve marks, they gave a description of an ethical guideline but this
was not related to the interview method.

(c) Atisha arranged to do a follow-up study at her local prison. She used a
semi-structured interview to explore why the prisoners may have been involved
in certain types of criminal behaviour.

Describe one ethical guideline that could be considered when using
semi-structured interviews.
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This response achieves 2 marks for: the description of psychological harm in relation to the
interview method (1) a further description of different forms of psychological harm (1)
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Question 9

This was an eight-mark essay question that required candidates to evaluate the effect of weapons
focus on the reliability of eye-witness testimony.

The AO1 element of the essay required knowledge in the form of how weapons focus arises and
what are the characteristic features and effects on eye-witnesses and testimony. This was the
weaker part of the essay, because most candidates gave only one feature, often the focussing of
the weapon itself, demonstrating mostly accurate knowledge and understanding.

AO3 was stronger than AO1 for most candidates because the findings from studies such as Loftus
et al and Yuille and Cutshall were developed, with an understanding of competing arguments.
This enabled the responses to achieve top Level 2, 4 marks.

Some candidates demonstrated accurate and thorough knowledge of weapons focus, together
with a well-developed knowledge of studies and competing arguments and were able to achieve
Level 4.

Candidates appear to be very well-prepared with evidence in the form of supporting studies that
can be used to address the AO3 requirement of the question.

However, this detailed evidence is often at the expense of the knowledge and understanding of a
particular concept or theory.

To meet the requirements of both AO1 and AO3 in the higher levels, equal attention needs to be
given both to knowledge and understanding and well-developed and logical evaluations.
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9 Evaluate the effect of weapons focus on the reliability of eye-witness testimony. -
(oHuer—are——ialiper—tTrT) ) .

P eV ETT , e b= o gy . (8)
frer ek ) wmssyebr—tm0%) , fawett (2o13) ;w. e

Weagnn.. foons. sefess Sa. enc. of . e foedncs.. ok can. ateck e T

itﬁr\maﬂﬁ]n& ....... ijaIMnum.Chﬂitﬁﬁmﬁ‘l&ﬁ
Auggests. naruwhen e fechee A Sooni. thak . iochees. ...

ankehy ., o o OM0a. 28, e A AR ~detus. oo dhe . |
EhoM 5. ot s DAL e peripre .. AN of.. Tke . SION 0 .. ... .. |
’m.‘:mmmmm ........... By mammmhcmﬂ%.

NOEZ . ACLOk. . S A B AMEORONL % OO O AV ot
B B o Y T . S —
peepekaddac.  CoOwchon) . futhacmere . e Sosvesbieok.. .. bypotesis.. dissues

44 Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS03 01



Lhere. . parcipens.. .S mﬁpﬂthbmﬂdﬁ'%mm

..........

Mm%mmugdmnamkrnmmmm,m
Az L canmens.... Mereo Tl Fhows sad eniy thaY ..
wAAQEN ...t aldes . A feal sl an L event L ok Ate. Ahat
de vavsawess . af. A ALERON... Ay, A0, PLAY... A Pek. A

okfeking. . how £Aiab an. ayewithess’ deshicoon. s U6 Zome
g e vnosal, Ko May  Cadon o Glerkien. . masre.. Thon.

v\ amd . eus . make. winesses. de oo Moscant fe any
Mmm%pmmarqmnwdm%m

Aruarion .. (OCNSON..CAN.... LA . TP DMLY WP MAS 4.
boX koot enDNance. . sclechve. AYROYon...a... Plopoed.
a2 Aot ek N 20000 This. may.. mea. doat ke
Leftras. . can ees enbande . s ecA. aritotisn. devads. He.
waagen... Mepdnaly.. AfACeiog.  Yeea), or. X (Ao @ist. selechive ...
atcoNen,.. fowards. He  prepetares - Howoiers shoanss. s 0icke). ac
LS5 and.. LAMELLS . AL BE Y. @0y 27 QA SRR .. halse.... [ Q...

A ohren.. hove . aetoizd. . ceil- Yolhe . and,. Cutshall.. (9% alss

\ N .

' (Total for Question 9 = 8 marks)
SV SN TN ety hﬁ:}:t\,c Tpatts ©b  rceait of tweapon fecug,

Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS03 01 45



%
,

" / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This response achieves Level 4, 8 marks: AO1 has many characteristic features of weapons
focus, attention, attention narrowing and cortisol both as a negative and positive effect on
the reliability of eye-witness testimony. AO3 is well developed with the use of the findings of
multiple studies, which have also been applied. Yuille and Cutshall offers a competing
argument, so top Level 4 for this response.
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Question 10

This was an eight-mark essay question that required candidates to assess whether using a
psychological (case) formulation can help us understand the offending behaviour of an individual.

Many candidates demonstrated accurate knowledge and understanding of the processes and
teams involved in a psychological case formulation. Key factors such as predisposing experiences,
precipitating factors were outlined and explained for the AO1 element of the essay.

In respect of the AO3 requirement, candidates often used an evaluative format to address the
question, giving findings from studies and examples of why psychological case formulation may
be flawed. The facts were accurate in many cases, but did not address the question of how it
helped us to understand the offending behaviour of individuals. This restricted the candidates to
the lower levels of the mark band.

Some candidates did address the question of how it helped us to understand the offending
behaviour of an individual, choosing examples from the cited studies or concepts that could or
could not be applied to offenders. This enabled them to achieve the higher levels of the mark
band.

The taxonomy of the essay questions dictates information that is required to reach in particular
the AO3 element of a question.

In this particular essay, the candidate has not merely tacked on 'so this helps us understand the
offending behaviour of an individual'. Neither have they provided a 'strengths and weaknesses'
approach, which is required for an 'evaluate' essay.

With an 'assess' essay, answers need to be developed to link evaluation points back to the
question, where a judgement will need to be made. Candidates should assess how a particular
point they have made addresses the question.
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10 Assess whether using a psychological (case) formulation can help us understand the

offending behaviour of an individual. Murremt (148A7)
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Examiner Comments

This response achieves Level 4, 8 marks: AO1 is accurate and thorough because there is a
clear understanding of the processes and the teams involved in a psychological case
formulation. AO3 is well-developed and a particular strength of this essay is how the
candidate addresses the issue of helping us to understand offending behaviour. Judgements
in this respect are woven into every paragraph and they demonstrate logical chains of
reasoning. It is balanced and a number of competing arguments have been put forward.
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Question 11

This was an AO2 question where candidates had to describe how cortisol could account for
Hannah's high levels of stress.

Many candidates engaged well with this question, stating in each point how cortisol, as a part of
the physiology of stress, was linked to high stress levels, using an illustration from the scenario.

Some candidates gave generic answers, describing the role of cortisol in stress levels in general
but without making reference to the scenario.

SECTIONB
If you answer the questions in Option 2, put a cross in the box .
OPTION 2: HEALTH PSYCHOLOGY

11 Hannah watches videos on a social media platform. She shares the videos several
times a day with her friends. Hannah gets very upset if they do not acknowledge that
they have seen them. She has experienced chest pains when her friends do not react
positively or like the videos she has shared. Hannah has recently been diagnosed with
high levels of stress.

Describe how cortisol may account for Hannah's high levels of stress.

...... Comdr N, Motnmoet AN oelead To ey 5
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\S
(Total for Question 11 = 2 marks)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks. Marks are given for: the description how cortisol is
released, which had been linked to the scenario (1) cortisol causing chest pain, due to stress
when the friends ignore her videos (1)
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Question 12(a)

This question required candidates to explain one positive and one negative effect of using a
Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) programme in relation to a scenario. It was an AO2/A03
guestion, so the identification of the positive and negative effect had to give a description of a
positive and negative feature of CBT, in relation to Levi's treatment programme.

The majority of candidates linked key positive features of CBT such as learning to recognise
distortions in thinking, or problems of learned unhelpful behaviours to Levi's programme.

In respect of the negative effect, the short programme window of 6 weeks was often cited. This
achieved the AO2 mark.

For the AO3 mark, candidates used supporting studies or an exemplification in the scenario to
support their judgment. Some candidates were able to identify the positive and negative effects,
using elements from the scenario but did not justify these to achieve the AO3 marks.
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12 Leviis a doctor at a health clinic and wants to investigate whether Cognitive
Behavioural Therapy (CBT) would be an effective treatment for anxiety disorders such
as generalised anxiety disorder. He arranged for his patients to attend a six-week
Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) programme.

He asked his patients to complete a self-report questionnaire at the beginning of the
therapy to rate their levels of anxiety. Levi also asked them to complete the same
self-report questionnaire at the end of the six-week period so that he could measure
the effectiveness of the programme,

(a) Explain one positive effect and one negative effect of Levi using a Cognitive
Behavioural Therapy (CBT) programme to treat anxiety disorders,
(4)

Positive effect
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Examiner Comments

This response achieves 4 marks: Positive Effect AO2 links the feature of maladaptive thinking
and targeting the cause of anxiety from the scenario (1) AO3 explains the benefits of this
positive effect in providing strategies to deal with the anxiety (1) Negative Effect AO2 links
the negative effect of time in respect of anxiety from the scenario (1) AO3 explains the
negative consequence of dropping out from the programme (1)
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Question 12(b)

This was a four-mark question that required candidates to describe two reasons why primary
data was used rather than secondary data in respect of an investigation detailed in the scenario.

Many candidates gave generic responses for this question. They described primary data and
secondary data but did not make a comparison or make reference to the scenario.

Some candidates used elements from the scenario successfully, to gain one mark for suggesting
a reason why Levi chose primary data. Example: Levi chose primary data so that he could ask
questions specifically designed for his investigation, to measure the effectiveness of the CBT
programme. This example would not gain a second mark because there is no comparison with
secondary data.

(b) Describe two reasons why Levi may have chosen to gather primary data rather

than secondary data for his investigation.
(4)

......... mm%QOwnbrm&thsm
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(Total for Question 12 = 8 marks)
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This achieves 4 marks: Reason 1: the description in respect of primary data is in context and
then this is compared with secondary data, which is not in context but achieves the full two
marks. Reason 2: the description of primary data is in context, however the comparison with
secondary data is not in context, but it still achieves the full two marks.

ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip

In a two-mark question that asks for a reason in respect of elements from a scenario, there
must be at least one link to the scenario for the response to achieve the full 2 marks.
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Question 13(a)

The scenario outlined that there were two personality traits and the researcher had calculated
the mean number of episodes of anxiety experienced by the two different personality traits. To
gain the full two marks candidates needed to make a comparison between the two personality
types, high sense of control and introverted personality, using data from the table.

Many candidates were able to use the data accurately to support a comparison between the two
personality types.

Some candidates used the data from the different types of types of social situations for one
personality type and were able to achieve one mark for the comparison.

A number of candidates simply repeated the data from the table without making a justification
and achieved no marks.
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13 Atisha carried out an investigation into whether personality traits were linked with
stress.

Atisha conducted a meta-analysis of 200 articles about stress in social situations,
found in a well-established database. She found that there were two key personality
traits mentioned in the articles, high sense of control and introverted personality. She
calculated the mean number of episodes of anxiety experienced by the two different
personality traits.

The results of the investigation are shown in Table 3.

Mean number of Mean number of
episodes of anxiety in | episodes of anxiety
those with high sense in those with an

of control introverted personality
Attending a party 25.5 14.2
Going to work or school 128 21.7
Starting conversations 16.1 234
Table 3

{a) Atisha concluded that people with an introverted personality are more likely
to experience an episode of anxiety when starting conversations than from
attending a party.

Justify Atisha’s conclusion with reference to the data in Table 3.
(2)
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Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks for: using the data between high sense of control and
introverted personality (1) justifying the data (1)
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13 Atisha carried out an investigation into whether personality traits were linked with
stress.

Atisha conducted a meta-analysis of 200 articles about stress in social situations,
found in a well-established database, She found that there were two key personality
traits mentioned in the articles, high sense of control and introverted personality. She
calculated the mean number of episodes of anxiety experienced by the two different
personality traits.

The results of the investigation are shown in Table 3.

Mean number of Mean number of
episodes of anxiety in | episodes of anxiety
those with high sense in those with an

of control introverted personality
Attending a party 25.5 14.2
Going to work or school 12.8 21.7
Starting conversations 16.1 234
Table 3

(a) Atisha concluded that people with an introverted personality are more likely
to experience an episode of anxiety when starting conversations than from
attending a party.

Justify Atisha’s conclusion with reference to the data in Table 3.
(2)
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Examiner Comments

This achieves 1 mark: accurate data in respect of the different social situations has been
justified.
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Question 13(b)

This was a two-mark question where candidates had to explain one improvement that could be
made in terms of reliability in respect of the scenario.

The most common creditworthy response was for Atisha to have a second researcher do the
meta-analysis to ensure that she has not made any mistakes, for the AO2 mark. For the AO3
mark this was then justified in terms of reliability, suggesting that it would improve inter-rater
reliability because they would compare the results for consistency between them.

Some candidates suggested including data from other articles/sources for the AO2 mark but they
did not achieve the AO3 mark because they did not justify why this would make her study better.

(b) Explain one way that Atisha could improve her investigation in terms of reliability.

AtSha. . OWOL (8. ofagy. vCSearoms. fo.
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< Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks. AO2: for stating to use another researcher, in context
because it references meta-analysis (1) AO3: for comparing results to achieve inter-rater
reliability (1)

With an improvement question the improvement needs to be in respect of the existing
methodology because any other suggestion is changing the investigation.

A number of candidates suggested gathering primary data in place of using secondary data, but
this is changing the procedure of the study and is not creditworthy.
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(b) Explain one way that Atisha could improve her investigation in terms of reliability.
atdreles (2)
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This achieves 1 mark: AO2 mark for suggesting the improvement of gathering articles from
different databases (1)
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Question 13(c)

In this question, candidates were required to describe one ethical guideline that could be

considered when using semi-structured interviews.

The majority of candidates achieved 1 mark for this question. The candidates identified an ethical
guideline but did not describe it, therefore the marks were given for the whole response where

there was only one discernible description in respect of semi-structured interviews.

Where candidates did not achieve marks, they gave a description of an ethical guideline but th
was not related to the interview method.

(c) Atisha arranged to do a follow-up study at her local health clinic. She used a
semi-structured interview to explore why the patients may have found certain

social situations difficult.
@:;2? one ethical guideline that could be considered when using
sé r

uctured interviews.

(2)
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/---. Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks. Marks are given for the: description of psychological harm
in relation to the interview method (1) further description of different forms of psychological
harm (1)
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(c) Atisha arranged to do a follow-up study at her local health clinic. She used a
semi-structured interview to explore why the patients may have found certain
social situations difficult.

Describe one ethical guideline that could be considered when using
semi-structured interviews.

/“7542 ,ZL m@‘f,e (erfam M QA«; cﬁ:’;&r?"
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(Total for Question 13 = 6 marks)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This achieves 1 mark: Whilst the candidate has not named an ethical guideline, this is
protection from psychological harm and has been related to the interview method. There is
no further descriptive point for the second mark.
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Question 14

The AO1 element of the essay required knowledge of "serotonin-norepinehprine
reuptake inhibitors" (SNRIs) and how they work, blocking the re-absorption of the
neurotransmitter’'s serotonin and norepinephrine. Most candidates demonstrated accurate
knowledge of this process and the timescales involved in which the SNRIs become effective.

AO3 was also well-applied by most candidates: generally, there were coherent chains of
reasoning, expressed through knowledge of the potential side-effects of the drugs and the effect
this may have on the treatments for the patients. There was also an understanding of competing
arguments by comparing the use of SNRIs with treatments such as counselling, and other drug
therapies such as selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs).

Some candidates had a good knowledge of the process of the SNRIs but were unable to develop
it further. This was necessary in order to achieve the AO3 marks for suggesting how this related
to successful or unsuccessful treatment for anxiety.
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14 Evaluate the use of serotonin and norepinephrine reuptake inhibitors (SNRIs) as a
treatment for anxiety.
(8)
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response achieves Level 4, 8 marks: AO1 has many features of the processes of SNRIs
which are accurate and thorough. AO3 is well-developed, with the use of the findings of
multiple studies, which have been applied. There are also competing arguments with the

use of alternative therapies such as Cognitive Behavioural Therapy.
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Question 15

This was an eight-mark essay question that required candidates to assess brain regions as an
explanation for stress.

Many candidates demonstrated accurate knowledge and understanding of the main areas of the
brain involved in the management of stress. Key regions such as the role of the hypothalamus
and prefrontal cortex were outlined and explained, for the AO1 element of the essay.

In respect of the AO3 requirement, candidates often used an evaluative format to address the
question, giving findings from studies and examples of why the brain regions worked in a certain
manner. The facts were accurate in many cases but did not address the question of how it
explained stress.

Some candidates did address the question of how it helped explain stress. They suggested how
the functions worked to bring about the stress response and gave alternative suggestions to
brain regions.
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15 Assess brain regions as an explanation for stress.
(8)
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(Total for Question 15 = 8 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B OPTION 2 = 32 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 64 MARKS
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L Examiner Comments

This response achieves Level 4, 8 marks: AO1 is accurate and thorough because there is a
clear understanding of the different functions of various brain regions associated with
stress. AO3 is well-developed and a particular strength of this essay is how the candidate
addresses and uses supporting evidence to make judgements as to how the findings explain
stress. There is also a critique of the methods used to measure stress, which provides
competing arguments as to why they may not explain stress.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
+ With the smaller tariff 'describe' questions, full descriptions should be given for each marking
point. An identification mark is not awarded unless it has been described

+ Suggesting an alternative methodology for an improvement question is changing the actual
investigation, rather than improving it, so it is not creditworthy

+ Make a judgement to achieve the AO3 marks for questions that require a decision to be
made, for example give a positive and negative effect

+ If a question asks for one reason rather than another, as in Q07(b) in respect of primary and
secondary data, a comparison must be made

« Candidates should revisit the named studies in each section
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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