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Introduction

This paper provided a range of questions over the biological section and the learning theories
and developmental section, as well as extended writing questions in Section C.

Many candidates showed good psychological knowledge across all areas. There were very few
unanswered questions, with most candidates attempting all of the questions, indicating that
candidates are managing the time.

Some candidates still do not explain strengths and weaknesses across the paper. Centres should
remind candidates that 'explain' questions need a justification/exemplification.

Some candidates did not give specific details of the contemporary studies and wrote answers
that could be true of several studies. Centres should ensure candidates know to include details
from the actual study in their answers.

Candidates are improving at applying the context within an answer, although it is missing in some
responses, especially when applying a research method scenario. Candidates should be
reminded of the fact that A02 questions require application to details given in the context
throughout their answer.

Some candidates were able to gain high marks through demonstrating their psychological
knowledge in terms of the requirements of the command word. Other candidates did not always
understand the requirements of the command word; candidates should be referred to the
taxonomy of command words in the specification.

This was noticeable in some of the extended open-response questions of 8 marks or above,
where there was sometimes isolated knowledge and understanding. Centres can see the
assessment objectives required for the extended response answers, in the levels-based marking
document on the Pearson website. For Assessment Objective (AO) 3, points were sometimes not
developed.

The remainder of this Examiner Report will focus on each individual question and specific
examples. The aim is to highlight areas of good practice and some common errors, that can be
used to help prepare candidates for future WPS0/02 examinations.
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Question 1(a)

There was a wide variety of hormones stated by candidates. Testosterone and cortisol were the
most popular. Serotonin was a common mistake made by candidates.

1 In your studies of biological psychology, you will have learned about the role of
hormones in aggression.

(a) State two hormones that play a role in human aggression,
(2)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer gains both marks. 1 mark is given for each hormone identified correctly.
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Question 1(b)

For this question candidates had to identify two strengths and then go on to justify/exemplify
those two strengths.

The most frequent way this was answered was through the use of research, with the best
answers being able to justify/exemplify their points. Other answers could identify the research
findings and say how it increased the credibility of the theory, but did not say how or why it did
so, and therefore did not gain the AO3 marks.

Weaker answers used research that did not look at hormones and aggression, or describe how
hormones affected aggression, rather than identify a strength.
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(b) Explain two strengths of hormones as an explanation of aggression.
(4)
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(Total for Question 1 = 6 marks)

a\ o
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer receives 2 marks:

* 1 mark for the first strength - identifying that there is empirical evidence of a link
between exposure to testosterone in the womb and aggression. There is no further
justification.

* 1 mark for identifying that people who commit violent crimes have more testosterone.
There is no further justification of this point.

\ \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Studies can be used to justify or exemplify identified strengths.
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(b) Explain two strengths of hormones as an explanation of aggression.
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(Total for Question 1 = 6 marks)
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/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This answer receives 3 marks:
First Strength

« 1 mark for identifying that hormone levels can be measured in the blood, which is
objective.

* 1 mark for the justification that this makes it more reliable and increases the scientific
credibility of the explanation.

Second Strength

+ 1 mark for identifying that the explanation can be used to develop medical treatments
for those who are aggressive, so it has application. There is no further justification;
saying it is useful is not enough for the justification/exemplification.

04\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Always ensure that the strengths that are identified are explained, to gain the AO3 marks.
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Question 2(a)

The best answers were able to name independent groups correctly. However, many answers did
not name an experimental design but would name a research method or a sampling technique.

2 Amadeus carried out an experiment to see if there was a difference in the types of
online games males and females played. He used a volunteer sample by posting a
link to a questionnaire online. Those who were interested could click on the link and
answer the questionnaire.

The questionnaire asked participants to name the three online games they played the
most, Amadeus then counted the number of responses for the three most popular
online games played by males and played by females.

(a) Name the experimental design used by Amadeus in his experiment.
(1

MM«JMMA’/.Q

a\ o
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response receives 1 mark for 'independent measures'.

The candidate has applied their knowledge to details from the context to reach the correct
answer.
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Question 2(b)

Candidates needed to apply details from the scenario to identify a weakness of the investigation
and then justify/exemplify that weakness.

The most frequent weakness concerned the use of a volunteer sample. Others included the use
of online links or a lack of internet access. The best answers gained both marks thorough
applying the context to their weakness and explaining why it was a weakness.

Those answers that received 1 mark could identify a weakness in relation to the scenario but did
not justify or exemplify that weakness. Often, they only used a term such as not generalisable
and did not explain how or why it was not generalisable or why it was a weakness.

Some answers did not apply details from the scenario to the weakness and so did not gain any
credit.
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(b) Explain one weakness of Amadeus using a volunteer sampling technique for
his experiment.
(2} _
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a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer receives 1 mark.
There is a link to the scenario through the term link online so marks can now be accessed.

1 mark is given for identifying that he has no control over participant variables so limiting
the generalisability.

There is no further justification/exemplification about how or why it limits generalisability or
why this is a weakness.

_.-"'-'_"'.

Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Always ensure that you are explaining why something is a weakness.
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(b) Explain one weakness of Amadeus using a volunteer sampling technique for

his experiment.
(2)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer receives 2 marks.

The candidate writes about posting the questionnaire online so there is a link and marks can
be accessed.

« 1 mark is given for identifying that people who respond to the questionnaire online may
be more extroverted.

« 1 AO3 mark is given for the justification that this leads to a chance of sample bias (at the
top of the answer) so it is not representative of the target population (at the bottom of
the answer).

Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS02 01
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Question 2(c)

Ca

ndidates had to identify the level of measurement, with some being able to identify nominal

data correctly.

Some answers gave an incorrect level of measurement.

Co
qu

mmon errors included writing a research method such as questionnaire or that it was
antitative data.

(c) Identify the level of measurement used in Amadeus’s experiment.

™~
\( '{ ResultsPlus
/---.. Examiner Comments

This answer receives 1 mark for nominal data, because they have had to apply their
knowledge to the scenario to reach the correct answer.

¥4\ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

Candidates should ensure they know the different levels of measurement.

12
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Question 2(d)

The most frequent answer focussed on being able to gather more in-depth data.

The best answers were able to identify the reason for collecting qualitative data and apply this to
the context of the investigation, and then go on to explain this.

Other answers only identified that the qualitative data gave more in-depth data in relation to the
scenario but they did not add any elaboration to their answer.

Some answers did not apply details from the scenario to the reason and so did not gain any
credit.

Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS02 01 13



Amadeus conducted a follow-up Investigation to gather qualitative data, He sent
a second questionnaire to those who had responded to the first questionnaire.
In the second questionnaire, Amadeus asked his participants to explain why they
liked playing the games they played,

(d) Explain one reason why Amadeus collected qualitative data in his
follow-up investigation.

for Question 2 = 6 marks)

ad

a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer receives 1 mark.
The first sentence is a repetition of the second sentence.

The second sentence has the link, so this receives the mark, for identifying that he can
understand the difference between males and females and the games they play more.

A
g =

Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Do not repeat what has already been written: the mark will only be given once.
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Amadeus conducted a?vestlgaﬂon to gather *HE sent
a m those who had the first questionnaire.

In the seco onnaire, Amadeus asked his participants to explain #ili§ihey
liked playing the games they played.

(d) Explain giiéreasanywhy Amadeus collected qualitative data in his
follow-up investigation,

(2)
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: ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer receives 2 marks because there is a link to the scenario through the term
‘sames’, therefore marks can be accessed.

It receives:

+ 1 mark for identifying that he can gather a wider amount of information.

+ 1 mark is given for the exemplification that this enables him to understand more
specifically why they like the games.
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Question 3(a)
Candidates were required to give four descriptive points for this question.

The best answers were able to focus on a variety of regions of the brain and describe how they
affected aggression.

Some answers did not give enough detail to access all of the marks. Weaker answers often listed
areas of the brain but offered minimal description concerning how they affected aggression.
Others used case studies of people with brain damage as part of their answer, rather than
focussing on the question asked.
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3 In your studies of biological psychology, you will have learned about the structure of
the brain as an explanation of aggression.

(a) Describe the structure of the brain as an explanation of aggression.
(4)
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.t Examiner Comments

This response receives no marks.

There is no reference to aggression in the answer.

Impulsive behaviour is not enough because this does not have to be aggressive.
Emotional behaviour is not enough because this does not have to be aggressive.

Emotional reactivity is not enough because this does not have to be aggressive.

s ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip

When asked a question about aggression make sure your answer includes points about
aggression.

18
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3 Inyour studies of biological psychology, you will have learned about the structure of
the brain as an explanation of aggression.

(a) Describe the structure of the br, an explanation of aggression.

(4)
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This answer receives 4 marks.
+ 1 mark for the sentence concerning the thalamus, amygdala and hypothalamus
producing hormones such as adrenaline

« 1 mark for prefrontal cortex deciding to inhibit aggression and the sentence about if it is
damaged we have less impulse control

1 mark for poor connection between the thalamus and amygdala leading to
misinterpretation of threats

+ 1 mark for hypothalamus and testosterone

ResultsPlus
‘\

Examiner Tip

When asked to describe the structure of the brain in relation to aggression do not just list
the areas of the brain. Describe how they may affect aggression.

20
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Question 3(b)

Candidates had to identify a strength and a weakness of brain functioning as an explanation of
aggression to gain the two AO1 marks, and then justify the strength and weakness for the two
AO3 marks.

The most frequent strengths included the use of research, often Raine et al, Phineas Gage or
Charles Whitman.

The most frequent weakness was the use of an alternative explanation, with the most usual
alternative being social learning theory.

The best answers were able to gain all four marks because they justified/exemplified their
strength and their weakness. Some answers were able to gain the AO1 marks but then did not
gain the AO3 marks, often only using a term but offering no explanation in relation to the term.
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(b) Explai and of the structyre of the brain as an
explanation of aggression.
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This answer receives 2 marks for the strength.

* 1 mark for identifying that Raine et al found a link between damage to the brain and
aggression.
+ 1 mark for the exemplification of the results in the comparison between the two groups.

It receives nothing for the weakness because this is a weakness of a research method and
has not been linked to why this is a weakness of brain structure as an explanation.

Examiner Tip

@4\ ResultsPlus
\

When giving a weakness of a theory make sure the weakness is in relation to the theory
, and not just a weakness of a study with no reference to the theory.

Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS02 01
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(b) Explain one strength and one weakness of the structure of the brain as an

explanation of aggression.
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L Examiner Comments

This answer receives 3 marks.
+ 1 mark for the strength for identifying that the use of scans is objective and reliable.

Here, the candidate clearly links the research methods to the explanation. No marks are
given for it not being subjective because there is some subjectivity in the human
interpretation. Increasing validity on its own is not enough.

It receives 2 marks for the weakness.

+ 1 mark for identifying that it focusses on nature and ignores other factors such as the
environment.

* 1 mark for the exemplification that Raine concluded that brain damage predisposes, but
does not cause, violence but needs to be combined with environmental or social factors.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Make sure that what you write is accurate.

Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS02 01
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Question 4(a)

Candidates had to fully operationalise the two variables for both marks, with the best answers
being able to do so. Other answers only operationalised one variable or neither.

4 Sunshine conducted a correlation to investigate whether there is a relationship
between the number of absences from university lectures and the grade from the
examination at the end of the year.

She went to her local university and asked psychology students in their first year

at university to estimate how many lectures they had missed in the previous term,
Sunshine then asked the university to provide her with the percentage of marks each
student received in the end of year examination.

(a) Identify the two fully operationalised variables in Sunshine’s correlation.

a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
This response receives 0 marks.
The first variable needs to refer to the previous term to be fully operationalised.

The second variable needs to refer to the percentage to be fully operationalised.

Y
o

Q) ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Make sure you include all details of the variables to ensure they are full operationalised.
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4 Sunshine conducted a correlation to investigate whether there is a relationship
between the numemgunnw and the grade from the

examination at the end of the year.

She went to he{local universiand asked psychology students in their first year

at university to estimate how many lectures they had missed in the previous term.

Sunshine then asked the university to provide her with the percentage of marks each

student received in the end of year examination. '

(a) Identify th I!! operationalised variables in Sunshine’s correlation.

Z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response receives 2 marks: 1 mark for each variable because they have both been

operationalised.
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Question 4(b)

For this question, candidates were required to give a conclusion based on the data given and
then use the data in relation to this.

The best answers were able to conclude that there was a negative correlation between the two
variables and then use the data from the graph to support this conclusion.

Some answers only stated the conclusion and did not use the data, so limiting the number of
marks they could gain.

Some answers did not give a conclusion but only gave the results from the graph and so could
not gain any credit.
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The results from Sunshine’s correlation are shown in Figure 1.

A scatter diagram to show the relationship
between the number of lectures missed in
the previous term and the percentage
scored in the end of year examination.
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(b) Explain m Sunshine could make using the data in Figure 1.
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N { ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This answer receives 2 marks.

* 1 mark for the conclusion that she got a negative correlation.

+ 1 mark for the higher the number of lectures missed, the lower the grade.

A
".l'.!

lf: \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

When asked to write a conclusion, use the data given to justify the conclusion you have
made.
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The results from Sunshine’s correlation are shown in Figure 1.

A scatter diagram to show the relationship
between the number of lectures missed in
the previous term and the percentage
scored in the end of year examination.
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(b) Explain one conclusion Sunshine could make using the data in Figure 1.
(2)
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N { ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This response receives 0 marks because Sunshine is looking at correlational data. She is not
looking to see if missed lectures affect grades because this is experimental, not
correlational.

P

lf': \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Know that a correlation looks at a relationship between two variables, not if one variable
affects another.

32
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Question 4(c)

This question required candidates to identify an improvement that could be made to the study
and then explain how/why this would improve the study.

There were very few generic answers to this question. The most frequent improvements were in
relation to the sample including using other universities, other subjects or other years.

The best answers were able then to justify how this would increase the generalisability of the
study. Some answers gave a weakness of the study and then identified an improvement but did
not explain their identified improvement.

Other answers only focussed on increasing the sample size. This does not necessarily make the
sample more representative, if the increased sample comprises the same type of participants as
the original sample. Eg having 50 first-year psychology students from the one university does not
make if more generalisable.
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(c) Explain one improvement Sunshine could make to her investigation.
(2}
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer receives 1 mark for identifying that she could obtain a larger sample from other
universities.

It needs the other universities to receive the mark. A larger sample on its own may not make
the sample better it they were still the same type of person.

No marks are given for saying this would make it more representative: there needs to be an
explanation regarding how/why it is more representative or why this is an improvement.

Pl

P
P AR
- |
F L]

o |

Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Be sure to explain fully the point you are making, for the AO3 mark.
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(c) Explain one improvement Sunshine could make to her investigation.

5M9hrﬂt coudd ouse awwa

(Total for Question 4 = 6 marks)

% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer receives 2 marks.
* 1 mark for identifying that she could ask people from other universities, the local
university acting as the link.

« 1 mark for the justification that this would make the sample more representative so
more generalisable.
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Question 5

The first essay on the paper covered AO1, knowledge and understanding and AO3 assessment.

The best answers were able to show accurate and thorough knowledge of Brendgen et al. Then,
they offered a logical well-developed assessment in relation to the study, that had competing
arguments and a judgement.

Some AO1 was not accurate in terms of how many twins were in the study, with some answers
stating there were 234 twins, when there were 234 pairs of twins.

Some responses also lacked accuracy when writing about the results.They did not add the detail
needed, for example how the teachers and peers rated the twins’ aggression.

The AO3 did require an assessment of how effective the study was in explaining aggression.
Weaker answers did not offer the assessment and gave an 'evaluate' answer, without any

judgement.

The weakest answers provided very little detail about the study. This then impacted the AO3 mark
because they became generic due to the lack of AO1.
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5 Inyour studies of biological psychology, you will have learned about
Brendgen et al. (2005).

Assess the effectiveness of the study by Brendgen et al. (2005) in
explaining aggression. .

(8) ,
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TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 34 MARKS
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.t Examiner Comments

This essay is Level 4 and 7 marks.
AO Level 4: it is accurate and thorough.

AQO3 Level 3: there are well-developed arguments that show assessment throughout.
However, it is not balanced so it achieves Level 3.

These put the response at the top of Level 3 or the bottom of Level 4.
Starting at the bottom of Level 4 there is no reason to take it down to Level 3.

Total: 7 marks

v ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip

Make sure the AO3 points are balanced to gain Level 4 in essays.
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Question 6(a)

Candidates had to identify the secondary reinforcer, with those who gained the mark identifying
the stamps correctly.

Some answers included both the stamps and the sweets in such a way that it was unclear which
they thought was the secondary reinforcer.

6 Jorge behaves badly at school. His teacher has decided to try and use operant
conditioning to change his behaviour.

When Jorge sits still and concentrates on his work for five minutes, he is given a
stamp on a reward card. After Jorge has collected 20 stamps, he can have a sweet. If
Jorge distracts other children he is put on a table on his own, which he does not like,

(@) Identify the secondary reinforcement that is used with Jorge.

Songagxaenqs\&mqa AUC e ConBnsaiey o
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m

.'\ o
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response receives 1 mark for the first sentence.
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Question 6(b)

Those candidates who gained the mark for this question were able to identify the negative
reinforcer correctly as avoiding sitting on his own. However, there were many candidates who
wrote about punishment, rather than negative reinforcement.

(b) Identify the negative reinforcement that is used with Jorge.

m

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response receives 0 marks because it is punishment.

s
P
V

\ \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

™,
'\-\./-I

Know that negative reinforcement rewards a person for a desired behaviour.

(b) Identify the~hat Is used with Jorge.

Whea Qmaz dees.. not . AisHack L oter
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(1)

This response receives 1 mark for "he is not put at a separate table".
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Question 6(c)

This question required candidates to identify a reason why continuous reinforcement may not be
effective with reference to the scenario and then exemplify/justify that reason.

The best answers were able to do so, with the most usual answer being that he would expect the
reward all of the time. Some answers focussed on a different schedule of reinforcement whilst
others wrote about using reinforcement in general, rather than focussing on continuous
reinforcement.

(c) The teacher will use a continuous reinforcement schedule with Jorge.

Explain one reason why this mae the most effective reinforcement
schedule to use with Jorge.

(2)

N,

.--""'---'I
¢ < ResultsPlus
/---. Examiner Comments
This response receives 0 marks because it is not linked to the scenario.

The name is not enough on its own so it is generic.

" 'f \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Always add details from a scenario to your answer to access the AO2 marks.
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(c) The teacher will use a continuous reinforcement schedule with Jorge.

Explain one reason why this may not be the most effective reinforcement
schedule to use with Jorge.
(2)
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Examiner Comments

This answer receives 2 marks.
* 1 mark for identifying that he gets used to receiving a reinforcement for when he sits
still for 5 minutes.

« 1 mark for the justification that this means if he no longer receives the reinforcement he
will stop working.

* 1 mark for the justification that this means if he no longer receives the reinforcement he
will stop working.
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Question 7(a)

Candidates who gained all four marks calculated the standard deviation correctly and gave the
answer to two decimal places as asked.

The most frequent mistake was totalling the sum of the differences incorrectly, which then
impacted candidates' ability to gain further marks.

7 Einor carried out an investigation to see if cats could be classically conditioned. He
had two groups of different cats.

» Condition A: The cats heard the sound of a dog barking just before they were
presented with food.

« Condition B: The cats heard no sound just before they were presented with food.

After four weeks of classically conditioning the cats in Condition A, Einor presented
both groups of cats with the sound of dogs barking. He measured the saliva of all the
cats in millilitres.

Einor's results for Condition A are shown in Table 1,
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(a) Calculate the standard deviation for the cats in Condition A to tweo decimal places
for the data gathered by Einor by completing Table 1.

The formulae and statistical tables can be found at the front of the paper.

You must show your working out.

(4)

Condition A:

Amount of saliva, in millilitres, in the

cats that heard the dog barking when

presented with food after four weeks
of classical conditioning

X-X (x - X

A 4 -\'Y \'9b
. 7 \'b 2'36
c ; 1Y Qb
D 9 XIS 294
E 3 -2'Y S ¥%
Mean =54 Sum of differences’= Y '
Standard deviation = 2" S\___ .

Space for calculations

] ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response receives all four marks because the correct answer is given.

All of the calculation must be correct to reach the correct answer.
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7 Einor carried out an investigation to see If cats could be classically conditioned. He
had two groups of different cats.

+ Condition A: The cats heard the sound of a dog barking just before they were
presented with food.

+ Condition B: The cats heard no sound just before they were presented with food.

After four weeks of classically conditioning the cats in Condition A, Einor presented
both groups of cats with the sound of dogs barking. He measured the saliva of all the
cats in millilitres.

Einor's results for Condition A are shown in Table 1.

(a) Calculate the standard deviation for the cats in Condition A to two decimal places
for the data gathered by Einor by completing Table 1.

The formulae and statistical tables can be found at the front of the paper.

You must show your working out.

(4)
Condition A:
Amount of saliva, in millilitres, in the X—-R (x - &)
cats that heard the dog barking when
presented with food after four weeks
of classical conditioning

‘ — L4 \-46
7 L6 C5
4 —( 4 16

9 24 1L 92
£ 3 — 14 S-1¢

Mean = 5.4 Sum of differences’= 1.5 . L

O nNn|w | >

standard deviation=.. &2

Table 1

Space for calculations

GE
py
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Examiner Comments

This response receives 2 marks.

* 1 mark for the last column

* 1 mark for the correct sum of differences

The final answer is not to two decimal places and there is nothing to show how the
candidate reached 2.5, therefore there are no further marks available.

' . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Always show your working-out in case the answer is incorrect.

The working-out can gain credit if it is correct.
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Question 7(b)

This answer needed to be applied to the scenario and focus on ethical issues in relation to
animals.

The best answers were able to identify an ethical issue in relation to the scenario and then
justify/exemplify this. The most frequent answers were reduction of numbers and living

conditions.

Some answers wrote about reduction of harm, but some answers wrote that animals cannot be
harmed. They should have minimal harm for the purposes of the study.

The weakest answers discussed human ethical issues such as consent.

(b) Explain one ethical issue Einor should have considered before conducting his
investigation with the cats.

.................................................... J&(,a:l’) -aw-wr.& il A Mmof s-j d‘c;
....... b et ﬁ'f"wfmaf B =S ;mehww

;M!uwu( ___________ R

\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
This answer receives 0 marks because it says that harm should not be caused to the cats.

Ethically, harm can be caused as long as it is justified.

' . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

Be accurate in any statements you make about the ethics of using animals in research.
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(b) Explain one ethical issue Einor should have considered before conducting his
investigation with the cats.
(2)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer receives 2 marks.

+ 1 mark for identifying that he should minimise the number of cats used.

* 1 mark for the justification that this minimises the number of cats that have harm from
the dogs' barks.
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Question 7(c)

This question required candidates to identify an improvement that could be made to the study
and then explain how/why this would improve the study.

The most usual improvements suggested using the same breed of cat in both conditions or using
a different sound such as a bell. The best answers were then able to explain how or why this
would improve the study.

Some answers gave a weakness of the study and then identified an improvement but did not
explain their identified improvement.

Other answers only focussed on increasing the sample size. This does not necessarily make the
sample more representative, if the increased sample is made up of the same type of cat.

Some answers gave ethical improvements, rather than a practical improvement as required by
the question.
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(c) Explain one practical improvement Einor could have made to his investigation

with the cats. '
(2)
e Me ond hone  wed o difrery . Sound. insiead of dogs. learking. ...
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~ { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This answer receives 2 marks.

+ 1 mark for identifying that they could have used a metronome to obtain a more natural
reaction. This would not receive the mark if it were on its own because there is no link.
The link comes for the justification therefore all of the marks can be accessed.

« 1 mark for justifying this, because the cats might be scared of the dogs, which may
cause them to lose their appetite.

'f“ ResultsPlus
<\

| Examiner Tip

Make sure there is a link to the scenario in your answers, in order to gain the marks.
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(c) Explain one practical improvement Einor could have made to his investigation
with the cats. ' '

@
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer receives 1 mark for making sure all the cats were the same breed to reduce a
confounding variable.

There is no justification/exemplification as to how this would improve the study.
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(4 ResultsPlus

)
\_} Examiner Tip

Always justify or exemplify your answer when the question asks you to explain.
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Question 7(d)
Candidates had to explain a reason why the salivation increased.

The best answers were able to do this, often through describing the process of classical
conditioning. Frequently, they went on to justify/exemplify their answer, often through the use of
research such as Pavlov's dogs or Watson and Rayner.

Other answers gained the AO2 mark but did not offer anything further. Some answers wrote
incorrectly that the food was the neutral stimulus and the bark was the unconditioned stimulus.

(d) Einor then presented food to the cats without the sound of a dog barking. Three
weeks later, the cats in Condition A heard a dog barking. When Einor measured
the saliva, he found that the amount of salivation the cats produced after they
heard the dog barking was increased.

Explain, using classical conditioning, one reason why the amount of saliva the
cats produced had increased.

(2)
Food is Me UCS ¥ wekwenlly pméwas N hsp%ce-bm bor\amg
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way We bl whidhcombived with Tt caued salivodion,

(Total for Question 7 = 10 marks)

I
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments
This answer receives 2 marks.

+ 1 mark for identifying the process of classical conditioning.

+ 1 mark for the use of Pavlov's study to show it works as the exemplification.

Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS02 01 53



(d) Einor then presented food to the cats without the sound of a dog barking. Three
weeks later, the cats in Condition A heard a dog barking. When Einor measured
the saliva, he found that the amount of salivation the cats produced after they
heard the dog barking was increased.

Explain, using classical conditioning, one reason why the amount of saliva the

cats produced had increased.
(2)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response receives 1 mark for identifying the process of spontaneous recovery.

There is no further justification/exemplification.
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Question 8(a)

Several answers showed good knowledge of psychoanalysis and were able accurately to describe
the processes involved. Free association, dream analysis, transference and counter transference

were the most frequently described.

Some answers did not gain all four marks because they did not write enough descriptive points.
Others were unclear about the process of free association.

The weakest answers either confused psychoanalysis with systematic desensitisation, or only
named techniques, without describing them.
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8 In your studies of learning theories and development, you will have learned about
psychoanalysis as a therapy/treatment.

(a) Describe psychoanalysis as a therapy/treatment.
(4)
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.t Examiner Comments

This answer receives 3 marks.
+ 1 mark for describing free association at the start (they do not have to name it: the
description is enough).
* 1 mark for the sentence on uncovering common themes and analysing them.
+ 1 mark for the aim to bring the unconscious to the conscious.

There is nothing to credit in the last sentence because it adds nothing new, apart from
naming dream analysis with no description of what it is.

ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip

When asked to 'describe' make sure you do not just name something but that you give some
description.
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8 In your studies of learning theories and development, you will have learned about
psychoanalysis as a therapy/treatment.

(a) Describe psychoanalysis as a therapy/treatment.
(4)
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer receives 4 marks, for the sentences about:

+ accessing the unconscious (1)
+ free association (1)

« dream analysis (1)

« transference and counter-transference interpreting the unconscious thoughts in an
emotional way (counter-transference) (1)

The last sentence would also be creditworthy if all the marks had not be gained.
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Question 8(b)

In order to gain both marks candidates had to identify a weakness of psychoanalysis and then

jus

tify/exemplify this weakness.

The most frequent weaknesses were that it is:

a subjective process
time-consuming
costly

requiring client-motivation

The best answers were then able to explain this weakness. Others did not justify/exemplify their
weakness and so did not gain the AO3 mark.

____________________________ ...

(b) Explain one weakness of psychoanalysis as a therapy/treatment.

T wlending edige
N AN W(0mgy Wy, S

(Total for Question 8 = 6 marks)

y { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This answer receives 2 marks.
* 1 mark for identifying that the psychoanalyst's interpretations are subjective and
therefore unfalsifiable.

« 1 mark for the justification/exemplification that they may give the wrong advice if they
interpret something incorrectly.
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(b) Explain one weakness of psychoanalysis as a therapy/treatment.

(2)
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\/ { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response gains 1 mark for identifying that different therapists may have different
interpretations, so it is subjective.

This point is not justified/exemplified for the AO3 mark.
The rest of the answer is about the time taken, which is a new point.

Because this is also not justified, it is not better than the first weakness and therefore
cannot receive any credit.

'f“ ResultsPlus
<\

| Examiner Tip

Only write about one weakness if the question asks for one weakness.
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Question 9(a)

The most frequent weaknesses identified were in relation to the sample of Little Albert, the ethics
of the study or the controlled conditions.

The best answers were able to identify two weakness, and have details about Watson and Rayner
included in the answer and then explain how or why these were weaknesses.

Other answers did not gain the AO3 marks because they could identify two weaknesses but did
not offer any further explanation.

The weakest answers were generic with no detail about this study in them. They could have been
written about other studies that had one participant.
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9 In your studies of learning theories and development, you will have learned about
the study by Watson and Rayner (1920).

(a) Explain two weaknesses of the study by Watson and Rayner (1920),
(4)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response receives 0 marks because there is nothing specific to Watson and Rayner.

Both weaknesses could be applied to several studies, therefore it is too vague.

P
e '-I

Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Make sure there are specific details about the named study in your answer, when asked to
describe it or explain strengths and weaknesses of it.
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9 In your studies of learning theories and development, you will have learned about
the study by Watson and Rayner (1920).

(a) Explain two weaknesses of the study by Watson and Rayner (1920).
-torm (4)
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer receives 4 marks.

« 1 mark for the first weakness for identifying that they caused him distress because he
cried in the presence of rats.

* 1 mark for the further exemplification that this did not prevent the causing of
psychological harm because he developed a long term phobia of white rats.

The second weakness also receives 2 marks.

* 1 mark for identifying that there was only one white male child which limits the
generalisability.

« 1 mark for the further justification that this is because females or older people may not
react in the same way.
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Question 9(b)

This question required candidates to identify an improvement that could be made to the study
and then explain how/why this would improve the study.

The most frequent improvements suggested making it more ethical or increasing the sample size.
The best answers were then able to explain how or why this would improve the study.

Some answers gave a weakness of the study and then identified an improvement but did not
explain their identified improvement.

Other answers only focussed on increasing the sample size. This does not necessarily make the
sample more representative if the increased sample comprises 11-month old boys that are
emotionally stable.

(b) Explain one improvement that could be made to the study by Watson and
Rayner (1920). —_

—

(2)

___(Total for Question 9 = 6 marks)

N { ResultsPlus
/---. Examiner Comments

This answer receives 2 marks.

* 1 mark for identifying that they could have deconditioned Little Albert, making it more
ethical.

* 1 mark for justifying this so he did not have long term distress, and it could have
provided more useful knowledge.

64 Int Advanced Level Psychology WPS02 01



** (bj—E«plain one improvement that could be made to the study by Watson and
Rayner (1920).
(2)

O Improvaens - dhal . coud e made 1o s
Roval ... ._uddNein) . Non. oo an Ao, abens hgae.
oo Pluggiound, a0 . wolo.. Inaese. ...
e\ageal. . end iy, o). Wb and. w%m Dby
on.dasseal.... 0Ny, . e

(Total for Question 9 = 6 marks)

a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer receives 1 mark for identifying that they could use a more natural setting, such
as Little Albert's playground.

There is no credit for the exemplification because there needs to be a comment regarding
how or why making it more ecologically valid is an improvement.

\) \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Just adding terms does not achieve the AO3 mark: there needs to be some explanation with
them.
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Question 10

This essay required candidates to show their knowledge and understanding of observations and
then apply that to details from the scenario.

The best answers showed accurate and thorough knowledge of observations, including details
about the different types of observation such as overt, covert and participant and non-
participant. They were also able to apply evidence from the context in a sustained manner
throughout their essay.

Some AO1 involved answers only stating the different types of observation, but showing no
knowledge and understanding of what they were, so limiting the level received for the AO1. Some
answers incorrectly described overt observations as covert and vice versa.

Some answers did not consistently apply details from the scenario, or offered superficial
application.

Other answers included evaluation of observations, which is not needed for a discuss question,
and therefore could not gain credit.
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10 Navya has conducted an observation at a football match to see if male or female

part of an observation.
obs

opposing team, and every time females did the same.

supporters behaved differently at the football match.

You must make reference to the context in your answer.

Wod e Ouloronce . aieen. how.
WAaed). dung. oo 4ookbal Madia.....

D Weghayyo . ad 4w by woaseeng. oo loarball ..
moch . el . N i, 0. see.. (aMec
LGl o emals..

supporters behave differently during the match. She gained permission from the -
football club to carry out the observation, but the supporters did not know they were ceUovy

Navya was in the crowd watchihg the match and wearing the colours of the local
team. Her participants were the football supporters who sat in the three rows in front
of her. Navya noted down every time males insulted the referee or a member of the

Discuss Navya's use of the observational research method to see if male or female

(8)
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(Total for Question 10 = 8 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 34 MARKS
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Y / ResultsPlus
/'--.t Examiner Comments

This essay is Level 3 and 6 marks.
AO1 is accurate but not thorough therefore it is Level 3.
AO2 is Level 3 because:

* relevant evidence is applied
« different parts of the scenario are applied showing a grasp of competing arguments

* there are coherent chains of reasoning
Ignore the evaluative comments because they are not relevant to a 'discuss' question.
This puts the answer in Level 3.

There is no reason to move the mark.

ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip

Do not include AO3 when the essay is an 8-mark discuss essay.
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Question 11
This essay required candidates to demonstrate all three assessment objectives.

The best answers were able to offer accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding of the
role serotonin and melatonin play in seasonal affective disorder, as well as accurately describe
what an infradian rhythm is.

They also offered well-developed logical evaluative points that showed an awareness of
competing arguments. This was often effected through the use of relevant research and how it is
reductionist or other possible explanations. The application from the context was sustained
throughout the essay.

Some AO1 was not thorough, and some was not accurate. Some answers focussed on light
therapy, rather than infradian rhythms.

The weaker AO3 commented only that it was supported by a named study but then did not
elaborate on this to develop their answer.

The weaker AO2 often did not go beyond repeating the name and did not use the details from the
scenario to apply relevant evidence from the scenario to their answer.
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SECTIONC
Answer ALL questions in this section. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

11 Noah has been diagnosed with seasonal affective disorder. Every winter he feels
depressed. Noah's symptoms include lacking the motivation to see his friends, or
go to the gym. He also sleeps more during the winter months. Noah does hot eat as
much food in the winter months as he does not feel hungry.

Evaluate infradian rhythms as an explanation of Noah's seasonal affective disorder.
* You must make reference to the context in your answer.
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\'/ / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This essay is Level 3 and 9 marks.
AO1 Level 3: there is accurate knowledge and understanding
AQO2 a good Level 3: lines of argument are supported by relevant evidence from the context

AO3 Level 3: it is imbalanced but there is an awareness of competing arguments and the
arguments are developed. However this is at the top of Level 3

The AO1 and AO3 are top of Level 3, the AO2 keeps it there.

Total: 9 marks
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Question 12

This essay required candidates to demonstrate all three assessment objectives.

The best answers were able to offer accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding of
both Freud's theory and the role of genes. They also offered well-developed logical evaluative
points that showed an awareness of competing arguments. This was often achieved through the
use of relevant research and how it is reductionist, lacks objective data in the case of Freud or
other possible explanations.

The very best answers were able to offer counter points to their answer, thereby showing well-
developed arguments. The application from the context was sustained throughout the essay.

Some AO1 was imbalanced and not thorough, often being more focussed on Freud’s theory and
lacked detail about the role of genes.

The weaker AO3 often said only that it was supported by a named study but then did not
elaborate on this to develop their answer.

The weaker AO2 often did not go beyond repeating the name and did not use the details from the
scenario to apply relevant evidence from the scenario to their answer.
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12 Mila is 22 years old and has been arrested for ﬂihting after she hurt a woman whilst

|: a restaurant. Mila salil the other woman was Mlla’sm

Mila has previousl disagreeing
with what the person said about a book. Mila was war

would

Mila becam of the house
he was r. Mila said it was her
hat Mila wa , as th

To what extent can genes and Freud’s psychosexual stages of development explain
Mila's aggressive behaviour?

can

You must refer to the context in your answer.
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" / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This essay is Level 3 and 11 marks.

The AO1 Level 3: there is accurate knowledge and understanding of both explanations.
There would need to be more on genes for it to be accurate and thorough.

AO2 Level 3: lines of argument are supported by applying relevant evidence from the
context.

AO3 Level 3: it shows mostly developed and logical arguments with an awareness of
competing arguments and judgements throughout.

This puts the response at Level 3.

Start at 11 and there is no reason to take it up or down.

05\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

When asked to write about two theories make sure both are in equal depth.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this paper candidates are offered the following advice:

* In scenario questions, candidates should ensure there are links to details from the scenario in
their answers to access the AO2 marks, especially when the scenario is about a research
method

* When answering about a strength and/or weakness of a named study candidates must
ensure that their answer relates explicitly to that study and is not generic

* When answering a question about an improvement, candidates should explain how their
improvement will make the study better, not which aspect was a weakness of the study
without the improvement

* In extended response questions, candidates should ensure they know what assessment
objectives are required for the different types of questions

82
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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