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WHI01 1D : Britain, 1964-90 

The entry for this paper was small but increased on last series. Candidates chose any two questions 
from four. 

Question 1 

This was generally a well answered question by candidates. Many candidates had extensive 
knowledge of Labour’s poor economic management during the period with reference to the sterling 
crisis, unemployment, the role of the DEA and how this impacted on the election of 1970. They key 
counter arguments suggested that other factors were also important, e.g. the issues with Trade 
Unions, the impact of ‘In Place of Strife’ and the role of Roy Jenkins. There were some very 
interesting arguments put forward about the role of Enoch Powell and the ‘rivers of blood speech’ 
and the impact on the outcome of the 1970 election. 

Question 2 

This was answered well by many candidates. It was noticeable that candidates who answered this 
question realised that they were comparing the two factors in the question and did not need to go 
beyond those two factors to answer the question. Candidates who did go beyond tended to lose 
sight of the what they were trying to make a judgement on. Many considered well the issue of EEC 
membership within the Labour Party and compared it with issue of the many economic problems of 
the period. Many candidates judged that the economic issues were greater and proved more 
challenging to deal with than the issue of the EEC, which was pretty much dealt with via the 
referendum. 

 

Question 3 

This question was popular with candidates. Many candidates were well versed in the reasons for 
Conservative electoral success in 1983 and particularly the role of the Falklands War. There was 
consideration of how important the war was given the economic issues of the early 1980s, e.g. 
unemployment, and how victory masked that issue and led to electoral success. They key counter 
argument tended to be based around the weakness of the Labour Party under Foot’s leadership, the 
impact of the SDP and the ‘popularity’ of some of the Conservative policies amongst some of the 
traditional Labour supporters.  

Question 4 

There were limited and varied responses to this question. Some answers tended to be generalised 
and descriptive. However, there were responses that considered the ‘limited nature of the ‘swinging 
sixties’ and its seemingly confined focus on London and certain types of people and tried to balance 
this with its broader impact on changing perceptions, opportunities and the growth of youth 
influence and the feminist movement. 

Points to consider: 

• This is a ‘Depth study with Interpretations’ which means that knowledge on it own is not 
enough. Knowledge needs to be applied to the interpretation that is raised by the question 
and judgements made. 

• The time allowed for this examination is sufficient to allow a small amount of planning time 
for each answer. 



• When judgments are made they need to be supported with criteria – it is not sufficient to 
state that a factor or consequence/effect/impact is the most ‘important’ or ‘significant’ 
without explaining the basis upon which that judgment has been made. 
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