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Introduction

Most candidates managed to answer all questions on the examination paper, however there
were an increased number of blank questions left by candidates during this examination
series. Examples of student responses have been provided for centres for this paper in order
to provide greater feedback on how candidates should approach questions.

Candidates are exposed to a wide range of key terms throughout this specification. In the
exam some candidates struggled to define a hazard hotspot, and also found difficulty in
applying the concept of the time-space compression. With regard to the physical processes,
candidates struggled with the difference between convergent and conservative plate
boundaries. They need to be clear on these processes.

With questions 5a and 6a (10 mark questions), these are based around using a resource and
applying their understanding to it. Centres should make sure that candidates are given
practice papers for this. Centres are advised to make sure that the candidates understand
the command words as defined in the specifications. "Assess" requires higher-order thinking
skills that involve candidates looking at several sides to an argument or question, weighing
up issues, considering which factors/explanations are the most important and making
supported judgements. Failure to demonstrate these cognitive skills limits the candidates'
chances to get full credit.

"Global Challenges" contains a choice of World at Risk or Going Global longer essay
questions. As in previous series the World at Risk option was more popular, with most
candidates opting for these questions over the Going Global ones.
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Question 1 (a)(i)

This question asked candidates to define the term "hazard hotspot". A significant number of
candidates struggled to define this term with many articulating that it was an area impacted
frequently by a hazard, rather than understanding it was the vulnerability of a location to
more than one hazard. It is recommended that teachers regularly test candidates on key
terms throughout their course of study.

This candidate response scored 0 marks as they have given the
incorrect definition.

Centres are advised to expose and test students on the key terms
contained in the specification throughout the course.
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This candidate response scored 1 mark.

This is the correct answer.
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Question 1 (a)(ii)

Candidates were asked to explain one reason why the Philippines is affected by tropical
cyclones. As the Philippines is a named case study within the specification it was expected
that candidates would know its geographical context and location. Some weaker responses
stated that the Philippines was an island surrounded by water, this was not enough detail to
gain credit.

This candidate response scored 2 marks. 1 mark is awarded for
recognising that the Philippines sits in an area with an ocean
temperature of higher than 28°c (this is accurate as average annual
temperatures in Manilla are around 29.8°c), followed by 1 mark for
explaining why that would lead to cyclonic formation i.e. evaporation.

This was a good description and scored full marks.
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This candidate response scored 0 marks. Whilst it is true that
cyclones form along the Philippines coast, the candidate has not
offered a reason for this formation.

California and the Philippines are named case studies in the
specification and as such candidates should be able to explicitly
reference their locational details.
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Question 1 (a)(iii)

Candidates tended to perform well on this question with many picking up the full marks
available. The majority of candidates picked up the marks by recognising that volcanic events
led to damage to infrastructure/buildings which would be costly to rebuild. A number of
candidates applied their understanding of why people chose to live next to volcanoes i.e.
agricultural potential and the impact that the loss of agriculture could have on the economy.
A small number of candidates drifted into social impacts and therefore did not gain credit.

This candidate response scored 2 marks. The response recognises
that agriculture will be impacted i.e. destroys the crops (1) and
therefore farms will lose money (1).

This was a concise answer scoring full marks.
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This candidate response scored 0 marks. The candidate has obvious
knowledge of the risk equation but has not answered the question set.

Candidates should look to "BUG" the question before writing a
response to ensure that they are specifically answering the question
that has been set.

9 International Advanced Level Geography WGE01 01



Question 1 (b)

This question was not answered well by a significant number of candidates. Many candidates
did not understand the key term "convergent", and therefore many spoke about conservative
plate boundaries and a small minority constructive/divergent plate boundaries. Convergent
plate boundaries allowed candidates to write about either destructive and/or collision plate
boundaries. The best responses had a clear understanding of the plates involved, i.e.,
oceanic and continental, and their properties.

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate is writing about
a constructive plate boundary and therefore gains no credit.

Centres should ensure that candidates have clarity regarding the
different types of plate boundaries and the hazards that they create.
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This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate is writing about
a conservative plate boundary and therefore gains no credit.

Centres should ensure that candidates have clarity regarding the
different types of plate boundaries and the hazards that they create.
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This response was awarded the full 4 marks available. The
candidate recognizes that the plates are moving towards each other
(1), the oceanic plate is being subducted under the continental plate
(1), pressure builds up (1). Eventually, the pressure is released in a
sudden jolt releasing seismic waves (1)

This candidate scored full marks with a clear description.
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Question 1 (c)

There was variability in terms of quality of response for this question. The best responses
were able to articulate clear reasons why regional droughts have unusually large human
and economic impacts. The best candidates did this through discussing the impacts through
applied named examples and addressed the "unusually" part of the question. The weakest
responses tended to be generic, providing basic ideas e.g. people die without explaining why.
These answers tended to remain within level 1. Most candidates were able to score level 2 for
this question, showing the majority of candidates understood the impacts of droughts.

Many of the answers were unbalanced i.e. concentrating on one aspect, either human or
economic. These responses were on the whole limited to Level 2 as they didn’t address the
"broad range" needed for Level 3.

13 International Advanced Level Geography WGE01 01



This candidate response scored Level 1, 2 marks. The candidate
covers basic ideas i.e. people drinking dirty water and diseases and
lack of rainfall for crops. The response is not fully developed with some
areas of the response lacking explanation i.e. why might people be
drinking dirty water.

Centres are advised to expose candidates to a range of 6 mark
questions throughout the course so that students become well
practiced in explaining each of their ideas in detail.
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This candidate response scored Level 3, 5 marks. This response
covers both human (reduction of availability water supply resulting in
using up reserves, price of water increasing, dehydration) and
economic (agricultural losses, jobs lost). The response therefore
addresses a "broad range of geographical ideas". The candidate has
also included reference to the Californian drought to provided applied
exemplification which is a feature of level 3 responses. The candidate
does not gain 6 marks because they have not fully addressed the
"unusually" part of the question.

15 International Advanced Level Geography WGE01 01



Candidates should look to "BUG" the question before writing a
response to ensure that all parts of the question have been answered.
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Question 2 (a)(ii)

As in previous series candidates performed well on this "describe" question. Candidates
recognised the need to comment on the overall pattern seen, with the majority picking up
the second mark through accurate use of data.

This candidate response scored 2 marks. The candidate has
recognised that the medium emissions project continues rising (1) and
has accurate data i.e. 0.2°c to 2.8°c (1).

The candidate scored full marks
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Question 2 (a)(iii)

Candidates tended to pick up 1 of the 2 marks available on this question. Most candidates
discussed the uncertainty regarding levels of future greenhouse emissions for 1 mark. Fewer
candidates could then extend their response to explain why this might be the case i.e. linked
to switching renewable energy, government actions etc.

This candidate response scored 1 marks. The candidate has
suggested a clear reason i.e. it depends on the growth of emissions (1).
However, they then drift off the question focus by comparing the high,
medium and low growth emission projects (1).

Candidates should be exposed to a range of 2 mark questions that
focus on the command word "suggest one". This is a set skill of
applying their own geographical knowledge to an unknown context
and therefore should be practiced.
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This candidate response scored 2 marks. The candidate identifies a
clear reason i.e. a country’s actions cannot be predicted (1) and then
they gain the second extension mark for outlining a global agreement
to reduce global warming (1).

The candidate scored full marks
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates performed well overall in this question with responses covering a range of
appropriate adaptations that farmers could make to respond to future global warming.
Weaker candidates simply stated a response without then explaining why this would allow
farmers to adapt to global warming.

This candidate response scored 0 marks. The candidate has not
understood the question and instead has outlined how the impacts of
future global warming could be mitigated against in the first section.
The second section recognises that there will be an issue with droughts
but does not address how farmers could adapt to this.

Candidates should look to "BUG" the question before writing a
response to ensure that they are specifically answering the question
that has been set.
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This candidate response scored 2 marks. The candidate outlines
that farmers could adapt by drought resistant crops (1) and irrigation
systems (1), but does not gain the extension mark for either as they do
not explain how each of those will help farmers to adapt to the
impacts of global warming.

Candidates should be exposed to a range of 4 mark questions that
focus on the command word "explain two". This is a set skill of
identifying a clear reason and then providing an extension point that
links back to the set question. In this case how that farming strategy
could adapt to the changes that are likely to be brought about by
global warming.
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This candidate response scored 4 marks. The candidate outlines
that self-irrigation systems could be installed (1) and then explained
that this is needed due to the likely increase of droughts (1). The
candidate then outlines that GM crops could be developed (1) that
could withstand extreme climate caused by global warming (1).

This candidate scored full marks.
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Question 2 (c)

The majority of candidates had a clear understanding of why sea level rise was a major risk.
These candidates were able to score in level 2 by recognising that the physical geography of
countries i.e. their height above sea level meant that some countries were particularly at risk.
The best candidates showed clear understanding why sea level rise was of particular risk for
some locations more than others. These candidates used applied examples such as the
Netherlands, Bangladesh and the Maldives to explore the variations in vulnerability of these
locations to sea level rise. A small minority focused on river flooding which was not
appropriate for the question set.

23 International Advanced Level Geography WGE01 01



This candidate response scored level 1, 2 marks. This candidate
outlines one idea that areas which are low lying are most at risk and
states that Bangladesh is one of these locations. The response
therefore has a narrow range of ideas fitting the level 1 criteria.

To access Level 2 candidates should explore a range of relevant
geographical ideas.
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This candidate response scored level 2, 4 marks. The candidate’s
response covers some range of ideas, for example, low-lying lands and
areas with high populations. The response also looks to explore the
risk i.e. destruction of natural habitats and housing etc. The response
is not level 3 as although the candidate includes named locations,
these are simply stated as examples and do not add explicit
information to extend on the response.
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To access level 3 candidates should include applied named examples.
These are not e.g. the Netherlands, but provide additional detail to the
question whilst set in the context of a named location.
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This candidate response scored level 3, 5 marks. This candidate
approached the question through applied named examples and covers
a range of reasons for the variation in risk. Tuvalu is used to highlight a
country which is an island nation and low-lying i.e. it is physically at
risk. The candidate also recognises that Tuvalu lacks the economic
ability to put effective defences in place and highlights the impacts of
this i.e. saltwater intrusion. The candidate then moves on to mega-
deltas such as Bangladesh where agriculture is at risk, as well as river
flooding. Here river flooding is appropriate as the candidate has
explicitly explained the link to sea level rise. Finally, the candidate
addresses locations which are already facing economic instability and
therefore this will be exacerbated by sea level rise. The candidate does
not score 6 marks as they have not considered which areas may not
experience major risks in sea level rise e.g. the Netherlands due to its
economic capacity.

Candidates should look to "BUG" the question before writing a
response to ensure that all parts of the question have been answered.
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Question 3 (a)(i)

Most candidates were awarded at least one of the three marks available. In some cases,
candidates did not describe but gave reasons why the submarine fibre-optic cables were
useful, which did not answer the question. The best responses recognised where the fibre
optic cables were most prevalent e.g. between North America and Europe, as well as where
they were not e.g. around southern South America.

This candidate response scored 3 marks. The marks were awarded
for recognising the fibre optic cables run through named oceans (1),
around continents e.g. South America (1) and have limited prevalence
in certain areas e.g. above Russia (1).

This candidate scored full marks.
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Question 3 (a)(ii)

The majority of candidates scored one mark on this question, for correctly explaining the role
of fibre optic cables. The second mark was awarded for linking the role that fibre optic cables
play in time-space compression. For a number of candidates, they chose to simply repeat the
phrase rather than explaining that it meant that distant places appear closer together.

This candidate response scored 2 marks. In this response the
candidate recognises the role of fibre optic cables in instant
communications (1) and then the idea that everywhere seems closer
(1).

This candidate scored full marks.
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates on the whole demonstrated sound geographical knowledge regarding the
impacts of deindustrialisation in developing countries. Some candidates misread the
question and instead focused on the reasons why deindustrialisation was taking place.
Centres should aim to practice these types of questions which require a key idea, with the
second mark coming from an extension idea. A number of responses were missing this
extension idea and therefore were awarded 2 out of the 4 marks available.

This candidate was awarded 0 marks. The candidate is not
answering the question so is awarded 0 marks.

Candidates should look to "BUG" the question before writing a
response to ensure that they are specifically answering the question
that has been set.
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This candidate was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified
two impacts of deindustrialisation i.e. unemployment (1) and
abandoned buildings making the city ugly (1) but neither have
extension ideas for the second marks.

Candidates can develop this skill through classroom questioning. For
example, teachers should when questioning ensure that candidates
respond verbally with a clear reason and then ask them to extend on
their idea.
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This candidate was awarded 4 marks. The candidate was awarded
one mark for an increase in unemployment (1) with the extension
mark being awarded for the fact they lack the necessary skills to gain
other employment (1). The second reason was awarded marks for
factories being closed down and left to ruin (1) with the extension of
decreased environmental quality (1).

This candidate scored full marks.
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Question 3 (c)

This question was accessible to the majority of candidates and displayed a range of marks.
Level 1 responses outlined some basic ideas why global hubs existed. Candidates here
tended to see global hubs at a country level i.e. China, showing a clear misconception in
terms of scale. Level 2 responses could offer a range of ideas as to why global hubs
benefitted from globalisation, however they tended to lack place specific details which were a
common feature of level 3 responses.

This candidate response scored level 1, 1 mark. The candidate is
awarded 1 mark for the basic idea that TNCs are located there and an
implied link to imports and exports. The rest of the response i.e. the
first paragraph does not highlight an additional reason.

Candidates should be able to explore a range of reasons but in enough
detail that the explanation is clear and does not descend into a list of
ideas.
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This candidate response scored level 2, 3 marks. The candidate has
identified a narrow range of ideas including trading and the implied
idea of government attitudes i.e. lack of tariffs and taxes. It is not level
1 as the candidate has suggested appropriate responses, but they are
not fully developed so is awarded 3 rather than 4 marks.

Candidates should ensure that their explanations are detailed and fully
developed in order to move to top level 2 marks.
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This candidate response scored level 3, 6 marks. The candidate
identifies a range of reasons why global hubs benefit from
globalisation, including, geographical location, access to oceans for
trades and pro-business policies. Each of these is set in the context of
the applied example of Singapore. The candidate also successfully
applies a number of geographical concepts e.g. the multiplier effect.

This candidate scored full marks with a clear and full description.
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Question 4 (a)(ii)

Candidates performed well with responses showing a good understanding of the
implications for an ageing population. Some candidates in a similar manner to 3b struggled
to articulate an extension point to gain the second mark for each of the impacts chosen.

This candidate response scored 1 mark. The first reason does not
give a clear enough reason in order to be awarded a mark. The second
reason gains credit for less taxes being paid (1) but does not pick up
the second mark as the extension idea is not clear enough i.e. how is
the economy affected

Candidates should think relatively broadly for their initital explanation.
In this example, the candidate could have said that an ageing
population requires high levels of medical care (1) and as a result the
government has to take care of them by diverting funds from other
sectors such as education to pay for the increasing demand (1).
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This candidate response scored 4 marks. This candidate was
awarded marks for high pension costs for the government (1) which
may lower investment in other infrastructure (1). Higher pressure on
healthcare (1) due to an increase in diseases such as dementia and
Alzheimer disease. (1).

This candidate scored full marks.
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Question 4 (b)

This question was a challenge for a number of candidates who did not know the theories of
Malthus and Boserup and therefore there was a high number of blank responses. Those that
did know the theories managed to pick up the maximum four marks easily.

This candidate response scored 0 marks. Here the candidate has
mixed up the two theories and so is not awarded any marks.

Candidates are advised to double check their responses to ensure that
they reflect their best work.

38International Advanced Level Geography WGE01 01



This candidate response scored 4 marks. The candidate has clearly
articulated that Malthus’s theory identified that population would grow
at a faster rate than resources (1) and would lead to famine/war (1).
Whereas Boserup believes that as population grows technological
advancements (1) meant that the issues with food shortages would be
resolved (1).

A very clear answer which scored full marks.
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Question 4 (c)

Across the responses candidate had a clear understanding of what a megacity was with
many choosing to define this key term at the start. Level 1 answers tended to address a
narrow range of ideas e.g. more jobs in urban areas and/or they drifted into impacts of
megacity growth meaning they couldn’t access level 2 as some of their response was
irrelevant. Level 2 answers tended to be unbalanced with many candidates focusing solely on
economic factors with limited understanding of the idea of demographic. Level 3 responses
had a clear balance between the two factors and included applied examples to provide
supporting examples.
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This candidate response was awarded Level 1, 2 marks. In this
response the candidate displays accurate understanding by defining a
megacity. They outline that people looking for housing and
employment leads to megacity growth, but this lacks explanation i.e. a
link to rural-urban migration for example. A further basic idea of
people moving to megacities is then introduced but this does not add
sufficiently to the answer to move it to level 2.

In this question the candidate needed to focus on two elements i.e.
demographic and economic causes. As a result candidates should
"BUG" the question to ensure that they are answering each of the
parts of the question that has been set.
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This candidate response was awarded Level 3, 6 marks. The
candidate begins the response with a clear definition of a megacity.
They then address the economic factors leading to their growth
through Mumbai. A number of extended ideas are then presented to
explain why migrants would be attracted to Mumbai i.e. a range of pull
factors. The response does address the demographic reasons, but
these are less clearly sign posted by the candidate i.e. natural increase,
more encouraged to start families. The response has the
characteristics of a level 3 response as the candidate has addressed a
range of factors in conjunction with a named example.
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This candidate scored full marks.
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Question 5 (a)

Candidates tended to display a good level of geographical understanding in discussions on
the sources of carbon dioxide and methane in particular. Nitrous oxide tended to be less well
discussed. As with all resource-based questions, candidates are expected to use the resource
directly to provide a sounding board for their ideas. Level 1 candidates tended to have little
to no reference to the resource and discussed greenhouse gases as a whole rather than the
reasons for the growth in individual gas amounts. Level 2 candidates tended to cover carbon
dioxide well through the industrial revolution and into the growth of emerging superpowers
such as China and India but were less clear on the origins of nitrous oxide. Level 3 responses
had good coverage of each of the three gases and used the resource explicitly to tie their
explanations to key points of change on the graphs.
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This candidate response was scored Level 1, 4 marks. The
candidate here talks through the gases as collective greenhouse gases
rather than focusing on the reasons for the changing levels of each gas
shown. The factors discussed therefore tend to be generic e.g.
invention of cars, burning of fossil fuels and cutting down trees. In
addition, there is also no specific reference to supporting data from
the resource which limits the candidate to Level 1 as the response
contains isolated elements of geographical knowledge and
understanding with limited connections to the resource provided.
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For level 2 (5-7 marks) candidates should demonstrate mostly relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding. They should also look to
include supporting evidence from the resource.
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This candidate response was scored Level 2, 6 marks. Despite the
relatively short response the candidate is able to cover all of the
greenhouse gases and uses the resource well to identify the changing
levels. There are some factors explored for example the Industrial
Revolution, increased transport and deforestation but these are not
fully explained by the candidate. At the end of the response the
candidate returns to describing the trend in the resource which does
not add additional credit as this has already been covered at the
beginning.

For level 3 (8-10 marks) candidates should demonstrate accurate and
relevant geographical knowledge and understanding throughout their
response. With the use of supporting evidence providing a clear basis
for their rationale and interpretation.
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Question 5 (b)

Candidates tended to approach this in a methodical manner but tended to be better on
preparation than prediction. Candidates tended to concentrate on either tectonic or hydro
metrological disasters with the best responses included applied examples to provide
supporting evidence. Some recognises that hazards such as earthquakes could not be
predicted, and that magnitude played an important role in determining the impact as even
developed countries such as Japan have experienced high economic losses. At the lower end
candidates tended to discuss natural hazards as a whole rather than being able to discuss
the clear differences in predicting a tropical storm versus a volcanic hazard.
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This candidate response scored Level 1, 4 marks. The candidate
begins by recognising that the impacts of natural disasters can be
reduced by preparation and prediction. They move onto explaining
that developed countries are more prepared as they can educate their
population, whilst developing countries lack the resources to do so.
They outline that predictions can help people to evacuate and touch
upon preparation in terms of Japan with the building of sea walls.
When looking at the level criteria the candidate has limited knowledge
and makes limited connections. There is limited support bar the
inclusion of the name of Japan. There is a limited argument, but no
conclusion is attempted.

For level 2 (6-10 marks) candidates work would contain some relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding but at times they might
include inaccurate information. A key discriminator between level 1
and 2 is that level 1 will contain irrelevant information that is not
pertinent to the question.
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This candidate response scored Level 3, 12 marks. The candidate
outlines a clear plan for their response identifying a number of factors
that can impact natural hazards i.e. physical geography, type of hazard
and intensity. The inclusion of the hazard risk equation would provide
a good approach to the question as long as the candidate covers
preparation and prediction enough in the capacity to cope with the
aspect of this. The candidate then lists a range of mitigation
(preparation) and prediction strategies which cover a range of hazards.
It would have been better to explain these and evaluate how effective
they are at reducing the risk.

The candidate then moves onto introducing the case study of Kobe
earthquake in 1995 and highlighted the preparation that was
undertaken to reduce the impacts. The candidate has some knowledge
and understanding here attempting to consider other factors such as
timing of the event in terms of limiting the number of deaths. It is
obvious that the candidate ran out of time here, so they moved onto
considering the Haiti earthquake in 2010 and recognises the role that
development plays in the impacts of natural hazards. There is a link
back to the risk equation here as well.

In the conclusion the candidate outlines that MEDCs tend to be less
vulnerable as they are more prepared. To some extent this has been
proven by the candidate's response but there needed to be greater
explanation of the different ways that different hazards could be
predicted and prepared for.

Although the candidate has run out of time the response is not a level
2 as they have demonstrated geographical knowledge and
understanding which is mostly relevant and accurate. There is a partial
but coherent interpretation supported by some evidence, therefore
addressing the level 3 criteria. This sits towards the bottom of level 3
due to the areas where their explanation lacks clarity.

Centres are advised to use up to date case studies so that candidates
are aware of ongoing hazard risk.
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This candidate response scored Level 4, 16 marks. The candidate
begins by exploring the role of governance in preparing for natural
disasters. This is then explored through the applied examples of the
Tohoku and Haiti earthquake with relevant supporting evidence. The
candidate then moves onto discussing the second aspect of
preparation, the role of building codes and earthquake resistant
buildings. The candidate has demonstrated sound knowledge and
understanding on the first aspect of the question i.e. preparation. They
then discuss that it is harder to predict geophysical hazards more than
hydrological hazards and uses the example of Japan to highlight this.
Whilst this is a valid point it is not fully developed, meaning that
although there is some balance as they have covered both aspects of
the question, preparation is stronger than prediction.

When applying the level criteria, the candidate demonstrates accurate
and relevant geographical knowledge and understanding throughout
the response. There is clear use of supporting evidence leading them
into level 4. They are placed at the bottom end of this level as the
answer needed more on the prediction side of the question to provide
greater balance and the conclusion could have been more developed.

To achieve top marks candidates need to ensure that their responses
are balanced and provide a clear line of argument throughout.
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Question 6 (a)

This question was answered well by the majority of candidates, with candidates on the whole
using the resource well. Most candidates focused on explaining why the USA had the highest
number of migrants, as well as covering Germany, the UK and Saudi Arabia. As with 5a the
best responses used the data from the resource explicitly within their response and
suggested reasons why these countries were ranked as they were. A small number of
candidates used no data from the resource at all and were limited to level 1 or bottom of
level 2 due to generic reasons that were tied to no explicit country.
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This candidate scored Level 2 – 5 marks. The candidate covers the
USA and Australia by name but has no use of the data from the
resource. They have suggested some basic ideas of why people choose
to move to these locations e.g. migrating for work and having a stricter
migration policy in Australia. They just move into level 2 as they have
mostly relevant geographical knowledge and make some relevant
connections but the response is partial and lacking in explicit use of
data from the resource.

For level 3 (8-10 marks) candidates should demonstrate accurate and
relevant geographical knowledge and understanding throughout their
response. With the use of supporting evidence providing a clear basis
for their rationale and interpretation.
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This candidate scored Level 1 – 3 marks. This candidate
demonstrates the features of a level 1 response with isolated elements
of geographical knowledge with some which is irrelevant. Whilst they
have covered a range of the countries displayed in the resource, they
have provided generic reasons rather than applying their geographical
understanding and knowledge from their course of study.

For level 2 (5-7 marks) candidates should demonstrate mostly relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding. They should also look to
include supporting evidence from the resource.
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This candidate scored Level 3 – 8 marks. The candidate explores a
range of the countries displayed on the resource providing clear
reasons why they are experiencing high levels of migration. The
resource is used explicitly for three of the four countries that are
discussed. The reasons provided for Germany could have been
expanded by considering why the German government has allowed
the high migrant levels e.g. to combat an ageing population. The
candidate response shows the features of a level 3 response with
accurate and relevant geographical knowledge throughout. They have
made logical and relevant connections to the resource provided. They
don’t score higher as some aspects, as outlined above, could have
been explained to provide a full and coherent interpretation.

For full marks candidates need to be able to demonstrate a full and
coherent interpretation throughout their response and explore the
question in a logical manner. This is often demonstrated through a
clear structure to their essay.
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Question 6 (b)

Candidates demonstrated a sound understanding of the role that governments can play in
facilitating globalisation. A range of areas were discussed including China’s open-door policy
and the establishment of Special Economic Zones, as well as the UK’s deregulation of the
financial market. Higher level candidates recognised that not all national governments were
pro-globalisation, and the example of North Korea was a regular feature in these responses.
The best responses considered that other factors were more significant/important in
promoting globalisation and a range of IGOs and TNCs were considered.
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This candidate scored Level 1 – 2 marks. The candidate explores the
basic idea that national governments control trading and recognises
that this is an important component of globalisation. The response
highlights the features of a level 1 response with isolated elements of
geographical knowledge and limited logical connections.

For level 2 (6-10 marks) candidates work would contain some relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding but at times they might
include inaccurate information. A key discriminator between level 1
and 2 is that level 1 will contain irrelevant information that is not
pertinent to the question.
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This candidate scored Level 3 – 12 marks. The candidate begins by
outlining that national governments can decide how switched on or off
their country will be. This is explored through the idea that
governments can make travel and border barriers easier for migration.
There is a missed opportunity to fully explore this idea and apply it to
an applied example. The example of North Korea has better
application and is well explored. The response then moves onto
national governments joining trade blocs before considering that TNCs
may be more important that national governments in promoting
globalisation. The response has the features of a level 3 with relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding. The response is coherent
and is supported by some evidence and whilst the candidate has
considered the role of TNCs this is not fully developed resulting in an
unbalanced response. The lack of a conclusion is a further limiting
factor that stops the candidate moving higher up the level 3 marks.

For these question types students should come to a rationale
conclusion that is substantiated i.e. proven by the line of argument
that they have presented throughout their response.
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This candidate scored Level 4 – 17 marks. The candidate begins with
a clear and accurate definition of globalisation. The candidate explores
a range of ways that national governments can promote globalisation
including joining free trade blocs, free market liberalisation, business
start-ups and encouraging TNCs through the reduction in taxes. There
are clear links to each of these and how this promotes globalisation,
although the section on business start-ups and tax reductions could
have more clarity around this.

The candidate then moves on to discussing other players including
IGOs such as the World Bank and IMF with mostly relevant
geographical knowledge. They also then introduce the counter
argument that national governments can choose to limit globalisation,
applied through the example of China’s great fire wall and France’s tv
production laws.

The response shows the key elements of a level 4 response with
accurate and relevant geographical knowledge and understanding
throughout. There is a full and coherent interpretation that is
supported by evidence. It does not go higher in level 4 as the
conclusion is not particularly strong considering the wealth of evidence
and arguments that the candidate has presented.

To achieve top marks candidates need to ensure that their responses
are balanced and provide a clear line of argument throughout.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance of this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Be clear on the definitions of key terms on this specification and be able to apply them to
both short and longer response questions.
When tackling a "describe the pattern" question, candidates should be careful not to
mirror their points as these will not be awarded credit.
Ensure you are exposed to a range of practice questions for questions 5a and 6a.
If the question asks for "evidence" as in the context of the 20 mark extended questions:
this can come in the form of examples, case studies, data, facts, detailed reference to
places, concepts and geographical theory.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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